











SPECIES CONSERVATION MEASURES AND PERMITTING GUIDELINES

requirements for issuing a state-Threatened species take permit, the FWC will consider these regulatory
processes to fulfill the requirements of Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., with a minimal application process. This may
be accomplished by issuing a concurrent take permit from the FWC, by a memorandum of understanding
with the cooperating agency, or by a programmatic permit issued to another agency. These permits would be
issued based on the understanding that implementation of project commitments will satisfy the
requirements of Rule 68A-27.007, F.A.C.

Review of Land and Water Conversion projects with State-Listed Species Conditions for Avoidance,
Minimization and Mitigation of Take

¢ FWC staff, in coordination with other state agencies, provides comments to federal agencies {e.g.,
the Army Corps of Engineers) on federal actions, such as projects initiated by a federal agency or
permits being approved by a federal agency.

¢  FWC staff works with landowners, local jurisdictions, and state agencies such as the Department of
Economic Opportunity on large-scale land use decisions, including long-term planning projects like
sector plans, projects in Areas of Critical State Concern, and large-scale comprehensive plan
amendments.

*  FWC staff coordinates with state agencies such as the Department of Environmental Protection and
the five Water Management Districts on the Environmental Resource Permitting (ERP) program,
which regulates activities such as dredging and filling in wetlands, flood protection, stormwater
management, site grading, building dams and reservoirs, waste facilities, power plant development,
power and natural gas transmission projects, oil and natural gas drilling projects, port facility
expansion projects, some navigational dredging projects, some docking facilities, and single-family
developments such as for homes, boat ramps, and artificial reefs. FWC will continue to coordinate
with these entities to ensure permitted activities do not degrade saltmarsh topminnow populations
or habitat.

*  Sector plans, developments of regional impacts, and county comprehensive plans are all reviewed,
and FWC suggests the inclusion of conditions that would be beneficial to saltmarsh topminnows.

*  Some of the waterbodies inhabited by the saltmarsh topminnow are designated as Outstanding
Florida Waters, specifically the Perdido River and Blackwater River. For Qutstanding Florida Waters,
the riparian buffer is 61 m {200 ft} on either side of the stream or waterbody.

¢ |n areas with federally listed species, following the USFWS requirements is sufficient to protect
saltmarsh topminnows. In sector planning, a percentage of property must be set aside as
conservation — focusing on saltmarsh habitat will benefit the saltmarsh topminnow.

FWC Permitting: Incidental Take

As defined in Rule 68A-27.001, F.A.C., incidental take is take that is incidental to, and not the purpose of,
carrying out an otherwise lawful activity. Activities that result in impacts to saltmarsh topminnows can
require an Incidental Take Permit from the FWC {see above for actions that do not require a permit). Permits
may be issued when there is a scientific or conservation benefit to the species and only upon showing by the
applicant that that the permitted activity will not have a negative impact on the survival potential of the
species. Scientific benefit, conservation benefit, and negative impacts are evaluated by considering the
factors listed in Rule 68A-27.007{2){b}, F.A.C. These conditions are usually accomplished through a
combination of avoiding take when practicable, minimizing take that will occur, and mitigating for the
permitted take. This section describes the minimization measures and mitigation options available as part of
the Incidental Take Permit process for take of this species. This list is not an exhaustive list of options.
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