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6E-4.001 Fees and Expenses.

(1) The Base Fee and the Workload Fee shall be assessed at one of six levels based upon the Florida student enrollment (per license issued) for the last reported fiscal year ending on June 30th. For each licensed institution, Florida student enrollment consists of all students enrolled at a Florida campus of a licensed institution and for distance education, a student whose mailing address for purposes of receiving distance education lessons and materials from the school, is a Florida address. If an institution that holds a license has not submitted enrollment data to the Commission (using the CIE Annual Data Collection) they shall be assessed at the highest level.

(a) Level 1 = 0 to 100 students

(b) Level 2 = 101-500 students

(c) Level 3 = 501-1,000 students

(d) Level 4 = 1,001 to 5,000 students

(e) Level 5 = 5,001 to 10,000 students

(f) Level 6 = over 10,000 students

If the total revenue collected by the Commission during a fiscal year is 12% or greater than the Commission’s budgeted expenditures for the same fiscal year, the Commission is authorized to reduce the Base Fee and Workload Fee up to 3%. If the total revenue collected by the Commission during a fiscal year is less than the Commission’s budgeted expenditures for the same fiscal year, the Commission is authorized to increase the Base Fee and Workload Fee up to 3%.

(2) Base Fee. All nonpublic institutions and centers of out-of-state institutions under the jurisdiction of the Commission derive benefit from the services performed by the Commission. Such services include but are not limited to administration of the fair consumer practices program and the data collection and dissemination program. To defray the cost of such general services, each institution holding a provisional or annual license, or a license by means of accreditation, with an enrollment at Level 1 shall pay $500, enrollment at Level 2 shall pay $1,000, enrollment at Level 3 shall pay $2,000, enrollment at Level 4 shall pay $3,000, enrollment at Level 5 shall pay $4,000 and enrollment at Level 6 shall pay $5,000. Enrollment shall be determined by the institution’s data submission to the CIE Annual Data Collection during the previous fiscal year or for a new institution, by its anticipated enrollment in Florida during its first year of operation. The Base Fee shall be due and collected at the time of application for provisional licensure, annual review of licensure, or the annual Licensure by Means of Accreditation review.

(3) Workload Fees. Each licensed institution receives technical assistance from the Commission, along with help in developing and implementing institutional articulation agreements and achieving candidacy status with accrediting agencies; and significant amounts of staff and administrative time are spent on evaluating applications, traveling to institutions for onsite visits, assisting institutions which are experiencing problems with financial aid or financial stability, and other duties assigned by the Commission. The following workload fees are assessed in addition to the Base Fee, and must be received prior to Commission consideration of each action.

Initial Application for License, or Moving from Nondegree to Degree:
	New Nondegree Institutions
	$2,000 + $200 per program

	New Degree-Granting Institutions
	$3,000 + $200 per program


Annual Review of Licensure and License by Means of Accreditation Review:

Level 1 = $1,500

Level 2 = $2,000

Level 3 = $5,000

Level 4 = $7,000

Level 5 = $8,500

Level 6 = $10,000

Institutions not Licensed by Means of Accreditation shall pay $50 per licensed program (not to exceed $500) as part of the Annual Review of License.
	Substantive Change Review
	$1,000

	Provisional or Annual Licensure Extension (first)
	$500

	Provisional or Annual Licensure Extension (second)
	$750

	Provisional or Annual Licensure Extension (third)
	$1,500

	New Program or Program Modifications, Less than Substantive Change or More than One Minor Modification per Year:

	Nondegree Programs for Annually Licensed Institutions
	$500

	Degree Programs for Annually Licensed Institutions
	$1,000

	Nondegree and Degree Programs for Institutions
	$250

	Licensed by Means of Accreditation:

	Site Visits:
	

	One Visit per Year
	Included in licensure fee

	Subsequent Visits directed by Commission
	$300 per day

	Approval to Use “College” or “University”, First Time or Special Review
	$500

	Annual Licensure of Recruiting Agents (nontransferable)
	$200

	Criminal Justice Information Investigation
	$50


(4) Fines and disciplinary oversight:
	Fine for Probation Requiring Oversight
	Up to $5,000 depending on level and length of oversight required

	Continuing Activity after Cease and Desist Letter, Per Day
	$1,000

	Monitoring Institution under Probable Cause, Per Calendar Quarter
	$1,000


Fine for Failure to Timely Submit Accountability Data required by paragraph 6E-2.004(10)(d), F.A.C., $250, for the first infraction, and $500 for the second or subsequent infraction, not to exceed $500 for each reporting period.
(5) Licensure application fees, base fees and program fees shall be paid annually.

(6) Student Protection Fund: Nondegree institutions will be charged a fee for the Student Protection Fund. The fees are specified in rule 6E-4.005, F.A.C.

(7) Investigations and Resolution of Complaints. In cases where the Commission must investigate complaints pertaining to fair consumer practices, initiate Probable Cause proceedings, render findings of fact, and issue decisions, the institution shall be assessed a fee of no less than $500 and no more than $2,000, according to the administrative time required for the specific case, which is payable within 14 days of the official action being taken by the Commission.

(8) Failure to Submit Materials in a Timely Manner. In cases where the Commission has set a specific date for the filing of materials regarding licensure or other matters under its purview, and the institution has not filed said materials within 14 calendar days of the specified date, the Commission shall assess the institution $100 per working day until the materials are received by the Commission. The postal date on the envelope or package containing the materials shall serve as the date of receipt.

(9) All fees, and any fines imposed for probation or other violations shall be paid to the Chief Financial Officer of the Department of Education for deposit into the Institutional Assessment Trust Fund as established in section 1010.83, F.S., and identified as a separate revenue account for the authorized expenses of the Commission under the provisions of section 1010.83, F.S., with the exception that all fines imposed under paragraph 6E-2.004(10)(d), F.A.C., must be deposited into the Student Protection Fund, established pursuant to section 1005.37, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 1005.22(1)(e), 1005.35, 1005.37, 1005.38 FS. Law Implemented 1005.22, 1005.35, 1005.37, 1005.38 FS. History–New 1-7-03, Amended 7-27-04, 1-30-08, 7-21-08, 1-11-12, 2-20-24.
6E-4.003 Institutional Assessment Trust Fund.

(1) To implement the Institutional Assessment Trust Fund as established by Section 1010.83, F.S., the Commission shall be responsible for authorizing the expenditure of funds consisting of the fees, fines, and other receipts of money collected from institutions under its jurisdiction. Such authorization shall be in the form of an operating budget establishing categories of expenditures consistent with the Department of Education accounting system. The operating budget shall be established by resolution of the Commission and enacted at its last regularly scheduled meeting of each fiscal year. The Commission may transfer funds among and within budget categories as necessary and desirable for the efficient and effective administration of Chapter 1005, F.S.

(2) The Commission shall establish a fee schedule to generate the funds to cover its operating budget each year. Fees and other charges may be adjusted as necessary to meet the operating expenses, pursuant to Section 1005.35(2), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 1005.22(1)(e) FS. Law Implemented 1005.22(1)(e), 1005.35, 1010.83 FS. History–New 1-7-03.

6E-4.005 Student Protection Fund; Trainout Procedures for Closure.

Subsections (1)-(4) and subsection (6) of this rule shall apply to all licensed nonpublic nondegree schools. Subsection (5) shall apply to all licensed institutions.

(1) Establishment of Fund. There is hereby established a fund to be known as the Student Protection Fund, pursuant to Section 1005.37, F.S.

(2) Payment into the Student Protection Fund shall be made by all licensed nonpublic nondegree schools.

(3) Assessment Paid by Licensed Nondegree Schools. Each licensed school shall pay annually to the fund a specified amount equal to .0005 of the annual tuition revenue generated in Florida.

(4) Computation and Payment of Assessment.

(a) The Commission shall require each school to make a $500 payment to the Student Protection Fund before an initial Provisional License is issued.
(b) The counting period shall be the institution’s fiscal year.

(c) For programs offered by correspondence or distance education, only income from Florida students shall be counted for purposes of computing the assessment. For purposes of this rule, a Florida student is a student whose mailing address for purposes of receiving distance education lessons and materials from the school is a Florida address.

(d) The full and timely payment of the assessment is a condition of licensure. Failure to make such payment shall be grounds for disciplinary action against the school, or for changing the status of a school which is Licensed by Means of Accreditation to a Provisional License, or for denial of an application for license renewal.

(e) Licensed nondegree institutions shall report annual tuition revenue generated in Florida on CIE Form 604, entitled Selected Financial Data as incorporated by reference in Rule 6E-2.004, F.A.C. CIE Form 604 may be obtained without cost from the Commission’s website at www.fldoe.org/cie or by writing to the Commission for Independent Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1414, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.

(5) Application for and Granting of Train-out Awards.

(a) Any institution that enrolls a student who was enrolled in a licensed school but who was unable to complete a program at such school because the school ceased operations or terminated the program in which the student was enrolled may qualify for payments from the Student Protection Fund for training out the student in the program in which the student was previously enrolled. 

(b) A licensed institution offering to train out an affected student(s) may apply for an award by letter to the Commission requesting a train-out award and identifying the school which ceased operations; the last known date that the school was open, or the closing date, if known; the program in which the student was enrolled; the date that the student’s program was terminated; the student’s identification number; and the approximate date on which the student began the program. Train-out institutions must provide to the Commission an accurate itemization of actual costs incurred during the training. The institution must also provide to the Commission an accounting of other funds that will be provided for the student. These funds will be considered when the Commission determines the amount of an award. The Commission will base awards on the availability of funds, the actual costs incurred, and the amount of other funds received. The train-out award and the cost of completing the program shall not exceed the actual cost of training out the student, minus other payments made by or on behalf of a student, minus the amount of any remaining accounts receivable. The Commission shall pay the award to the train‑out institution within 45 days of the date of approval by the Commission.

(6) Additional Provisions.

(a) Direct expenses for the administration of the fund shall be charged to the fund.

(b) Pursuant to Section 1005.37(3), F.S., the owners of a school that terminates a program before all students have completed it shall be assessed a fee by the Commission in an amount not to exceed the cost to the Student Protection Fund of implementing the trainout. Failure to pay the fee to the Commission shall be grounds for disciplinary or civil action against the school and its owners. Improper closing of a school without meeting the obligations required by Chapter 1005, F.S., and these rules, shall result in actions as provided in Sections 1005.36 and 1005.38, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 1005.37 FS. Law Implemented 1005.35(4)(g), 1005.36(3), 1005.37 FS. History–New 4-2-03, Amended 1-11-12, 5-5-20.
6E-4.007 On Site Visits

(1) Authority to inspect – Employees of the Commission or a designee shall have the power to inspect institutions in a lawful manner for a full or partial site visit at all reasonable hours under the following conditions:

(a) Assisting an institution in complying with the rules and statutes;

(b) As a criterion for annual licensure;

(c) Determining if any of the provisions of this chapter or any rule thereunder is being violated;

(d) For the purpose of securing such other evidence as may be needed for prosecution pursuant to Section 1005.38, F.S.;

(e) By the order of the Commission; and,
(f) Upon receiving an application containing information that may cause an investigation to be made of the institution.

(2) On Site Visit Process.

(a) Employees or designees of the Commission shall have the authority to perform announced or unannounced on site visits and to inspect such files, facilities, and equipment as well as conduct interviews with such individuals as appropriate to determine whether the institution is in compliance with Chapter 1005, F.S., and the Commission rules.

(b) Failure to provide full access to the institution’s files, facilities and equipment or prevention of interviews is grounds for disciplinary action.

(c) A detailed written report of findings shall be compiled by staff and made a part of the institution’s file.

(d) The institution shall pay the required fees to cover the travel and per diem expenses of the Commission staff and committee members.

Rulemaking Authority 1005.22(1)(e), 1005.31(2), 1005.33(1), 1005.38(1) FS. Law Implemented 1005.31(2), 1005.33, 1005.38 FS. History–New 12-23-03.
