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69K-25.001 Licensure by Endorsement; Embalmers.

(1) The Board specifically finds that no presumption shall arise as to equivalence or stringency of requirements or examinations of other states except as provided by this rule, and that a determination of equivalence or stringency shall be determined in the manner set forth herein.

(2) The Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services determines that persons who have successfully completed a course, embracing at least the subjects specified in section 497.368(1)(d), (e), F.S., at a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education or by this Board and who have passed an embalmer examination administered by a licensing agency of another state or The Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards with a score of at least 75% on all sections of the examination and who hold a current valid license to practice embalming in the original state of licensure are considered to have met standards substantially equivalent to the requirements of this state.

Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.369 FS. Law Implemented 497.369 FS. History–New 6-4-80, Amended 12-24-81, 8-10-83, 10-16-85, Formerly 21J-25.01, 21J-25.001, Amended 8-8-00, Formerly 61G8-25.001.

69K-25.002 Licensure by Endorsement; Funeral Directors.

(1) The Board specifically finds that no presumption shall arise to equivalence or stringency of requirements or examinations of other states except as provided by this rule, and that a determination of equivalence or stringency shall be determined in the manner set forth herein.

(2) The Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services determines that persons who have successfully completed a course in mortuary science prior to 1979 at a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education and who have passed a Funeral Director Examination administered by a licensing agency of another state or the examination administered by The Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards with a score of at least 75% on all sections of the examination and who hold a current valid license to practice funeral directing in the original state of licensure; or

(3) If licensed subsequent to October 1, 1979, those who hold an associate degree in mortuary science from a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education or by this Board and have met the examination requirements as stated in subsection (2) are considered to have met standards substantially equivalent to this state.

Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.374 FS. Law Implemented 497.374 FS. History–New 6-4-80, Amended 12-24-81, 8-10-83, 10-16-85, Formerly 21J-25.02, Amended 7-30-86, Formerly 21J-25.002, Amended 8-8-00, Formerly 61G8-25.002.

69K-25.0025 Licensure by Military Experience; Funeral Directors, Embalmers, and Direct Disposers; Licensure Renewals of Spouses of Armed Forces Members.

(1) A member of the United States Armed Forces and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as a funeral director if the following are submitted: 

(a) Proof of an associate’s degree in mortuary science from a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education or by the Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services;

(b) Either proof of passing the Arts section of the national board examination administered by the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards with a score of at least 75% on all sections of the examination, or proof of passing a funeral director examination administered by a licensing authority of another state;

(c) Proof of having had the appointed duties of a mortician or mortuary specialist in the military;

(d) Proof of successful completion of the Florida Laws & Rules examination; and

(e) A copy of a military identification card, military dependent identification card, military service record, military personnel file, veteran record, discharge paper, or separation document.

(2) A member of the United States Armed Forces and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as an embalmer if the following are submitted:

(a) Proof of successful completion of a course, embracing at least the subjects specified in sections 497.368(1)(d), (e), F.S., at a school or college approved by the American Board of Funeral Service Education or by the Board of Funeral, Cemetery, and Consumer Services;

(b) Either proof of passing the science section of the national board examination administered by the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards with a score of at least 75% on all sections of the examination, or proof of passing an embalmer examination administered by a licensing authority of another state;

(c) Proof of licensure to practice embalming in another state in the United States of America; 

(d) Proof of having had the appointed duties of a mortician or mortuary specialist in the military;

(e) Proof of successful completion of the Florida Laws & Rules examination; and

(f) A copy of a military identification card, military dependent identification card, military service record, military personnel file, veteran record, discharge paper, or separation document.

(3) A member of the United States Armed Forces and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces whose appointed duties in the military is/was to act as a mortician or mortuary specialist, is eligible for licensure as a direct disposer if the following are submitted:

(a) An official transcript showing a college level course in Florida Mortuary Law and a college level course in ethics;

(b) A copy of a high school diploma or GED certificate;

(c) Proof of having had the appointed duties of a mortician or mortuary specialist in the military;

(d) Proof of successful completion of the Florida Laws & Rules examination; and

(e) A copy of a military identification card, military dependent identification card, military service record, military personnel file, veteran record, discharge paper, or separation document.

(4) A licensee who is the spouse of a member of the Armed Forces of the United States and was caused to be absent from the State of Florida because of the spouse’s duties with the Armed Forces shall be exempt from all licensure renewal provisions under these rules during such absence. The licensee must show proof to the Board of the absence and the spouse’s military status.
Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.168, 497.393, 497.602(4) FS. Law Implemented 497.168, 497.393, 497.602(4) FS. History–New 6-11-19.

69K-25.003 Licensure as Temporary Embalmer or Temporary Funeral Director; Manner of Requesting and Fee; Practice Limitations; Expiration.

(1) An applicant for licensure by endorsement as an embalmer or as a funeral director may, at the time of application, request to be registered to practice as a temporary embalmer or a temporary funeral director while awaiting to take the licensure examination required in section 497.369(4) or 497.374(4), F.S. The fee for such registration shall be $50.00.

(2) The request for licensure as a temporary embalmer or temporary funeral director shall be in writing, shall include the name and address of the establishment at which the applicant will be temporarily practicing and the name of the licensee who will be supervising the applicant, and shall be accompanied by payment of the registration fee which shall be in addition to the fee for licensure by endorsement.

(3) After verifying that the applicant meets the requirements of section 497.369(1)(a) or 497.374(1)(a), F.S., and has paid the registration fee, the Board shall issue the applicant a letter authorizing temporary practice which the applicant shall keep readily available for inspection by the Board or inspectors of the Department of Financial Services. In the event the Executive Director is unable to verify that the applicant meets all the requirements for temporary practice, the applicant's request shall be presented to the Board at its next available meeting for decision.

(4) A member of the United States Armed Forces, such member’s spouse, and a veteran of the United States Armed Forces who separated from service within 2 years preceding the application for licensure are exempt from the initial issuance fee. The military record must show such member is currently in good standing or such veteran was honorably discharged.
(5) An applicant, who is granted authorization for temporary practice, shall practice only in a licensed funeral establishment. A temporary embalmer shall practice only under the direct supervision of a licensed embalmer. A temporary funeral director shall practice only under the direct supervision of a licensed funeral director. For purposes of this rule, “direct supervision” does not require the physical presence of the supervising licensee on the premises at all times; however the supervising licensee shall be available to communicate with the temporary licensee in those times in which the supervising licensee is not on the premises. Furthermore, the supervising licensee shall review and give final approval to all services performed by the temporary licensee.

(6) The authority to practice temporarily shall expire at the end of the sixtieth day after the licensure examination for which the applicant applied.

(7) Applicants granted permission to practice temporarily shall be governed by the laws and rules of the Board regulating the practice of funeral directing and embalming and shall be liable for violations thereof.

Rulemaking Authority 497.103, 497.369(5), 497.374(5) FS. Law Implemented 497.369, 497.374 FS. History–New 10-25-92, Amended 5-20-93, Formerly 21J-25.003, Amended 11-11-99, Formerly 61G8-25.003, Amended 2-18-19.

69K-25.004 Limited License for Retired Professionals During Times of Critical Need. 

(1) A limited licensee shall only provide services during times of critical need within the State and shall work for an entity licensed under chapter 497, F.S. A limited license shall be effective for so long as the executive order from the Governor or federal order declaring a state of emergency remains in effect including the time the state of emergency is extended as authorized by law.

(2) Each person desiring to obtain a limited license as a retired funeral director, embalmer, or combination funeral director/embalmer shall apply to the Department by submitting the following:

(a) A completed “Application for Retired Professionals,” Form DFS-N1-1746, effective 10/06, which is incorporated by reference in rule 69K-1.001, F.A.C., and is available on the Department’s website (www.myfloridacfo.com/FuneralCemetery) or by contacting the Department of Financial Services, Division of Funeral, Cemetery and Consumer Services, 200 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0361.

(b) A notarized affidavit stating that the applicant:

1. Has been licensed to practice in any jurisdiction in the United States for at least ten years in the profession for which the applicant seeks a limited license;

2. Has retired from the practice of that profession;

3. Intends to practice only pursuant to the restrictions of the limited license; and

4. Shall not engage in preneed sales under such license.

Rulemaking Authority 497.103(5)(b), 497.143 FS. Law Implemented 497.143 FS. History–New 6-2-09.
