CHAPTER 69A-36

UNIFORM FIRE SAFETY STANDARDS FOR NONRESIDENTIAL CHILD CARE FACILITIES
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69A-36.100 Purpose of Rules.

The purpose of this rule chapter is to specify, as required by the Florida Statutes, uniform fire safety standards for both new and existing Nonresidential Child Care Facilities designed to care for infants and children, ages 0 through 17 years, for a period of less than 24 hours per day. “Nonresidential Child Care Facilities” means and includes Day Care Homes, Large Family Day Care Homes, and Day Care Centers, as used in chapter 402, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 402.305, 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b) FS. History–New 3-23-88, Amended 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.100.

69A-36.101 Application of Rules.

This rule chapter shall apply to both new and existing buildings used as Nonresidential Child Care Facilities.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 402.305, 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b) FS. History–New 3-23-88, Amended 10-10-91, 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.101.

69A-36.102 Staffing Ratios.

Ratios of staff personnel to children for both new and existing facilities shall be those ratios established by the Florida Department of Children and Family Services as required by section 402.305(4), F.S., and as adopted pursuant thereto by the rules of the Florida Department of Children and Family Services in subsection 65C-22.001(4), F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 402.305, 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b) FS. History–New 3-23-88, Amended 6-15-98, 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.102.

69A-36.103 Occupancy Load.

For both new and existing facilities the occupant load for which means of egress shall be provided for any floor shall be those established in section 402.305(6), F.S. The occupancy load referenced in NFPA 101 does not apply.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 402.305, 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b) FS. History–New 3-23-88, Amended 10-10-91, 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.103.

69A-36.105 Standards of the National Fire Protection Association Adopted.

(1) The standards of the National Fire Protection Association for life safety from fire, as provided in NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, as adopted in rule 69A-3.012, F.A.C., and incorporated herein by reference shall be the Uniform Fire Safety Standards for Nonresidential Child Care Facilities, except as modified herein.

(a) New child care facilities caring for not more than 12 children, inclusively, shall meet the requirements of Sections 16.1, (excluding 16.1.6, which shall not apply), 16.4, 16.5, 16.6, and 16.7 of NFPA 101.

(b) New child care facilities caring for more than 12 children shall meet the requirements of Sections 16-1 through 16-5 and 16-7 of NFPA 101.

(c) Existing child care facilities caring for 6 to 12 children, inclusively, shall meet the requirements Sections 17-1 (excluding 17-1.6), 17-4, 17-5, 17-6, and 17-7 of NFPA 101.

(d) Existing child care facilities caring for more than 12 children shall meet the requirements of 17-1 through 17-5 and 17-7 of NFPA 101.

(2) Portable fire extinguishers. The selection, placement, distribution, maintenance and servicing of portable fire extinguishers shall comply with NFPA 10 as adopted by chapter 69A-3, F.A.C., and with the provisions of chapter 69A-21, F.A.C., except that the minimum rating of any extinguisher installed in a child care facility shall not be less than 2A-10B:C.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b), (2)(a) FS. History–New 10-10-91, Amended 3-1-92, 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.105.

69A-36.106 Emergency Forces Notification.

(1) New Child Day Care Facilities shall be arranged to transmit the alarm automatically via any of the following means acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction and shall be in accordance with NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm Code, the edition as adopted in rule 69A-3.012, F.A.C.

(a) An auxiliary alarm system.

(b) A central station connection.

(c) A proprietary system.

(d) A remote station connection.

Where the facility is not served by a fire department, notification of appropriate emergency forces shall be transmitted by the most expedient means available immediately following emergency evacuation of the facility.

(2) Existing child day care facilities may use the notification system now in place providing it conforms to one of the following requirements:

(a) Direct Alarm transmission to the fire department; or

(b) Notification by remote or central station systems; or

(c) Where staff beyond the requirements of the Department of Children and Family Services is present at all times during which the facility is in operation, notification may be achieved by telephone, provided the facility has at least one private one-party telephone line serving that facility only, thereby allowing for immediate, unimpeded notification of emergency forces. If this method of notification is selected, a staff member who is present at all times that the facility is in operation shall be appointed to be responsible for the immediate notification of emergency forces upon the activation or initiation of any detection or alarm device or system installed in the facility; or

(d) Where the facility is not served by a fire department, notification of appropriate emergency forces shall be transmitted by the most expedient means available immediately following emergency evacuation of the facility.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b), (2)(a) FS. History–New 10-10-91, Amended 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.106.

69A-36.107 Standpipe Systems.

Standpipe systems shall be provided for all buildings over 50 feet in height, except buildings not over 6 stories high which are equipped with a complete automatic sprinkler system, in accordance with NFPA 13, as adopted in rule 69A-3.012, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104, 633.206 FS. Law Implemented 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b), (2)(a) FS. History–New 10-10-91, Amended 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.107.

69A-36.108 Family Day Care Homes and Group Day Care Homes.

The subclassifications and definitions of “Day Care Homes” as set forth in Section 16.6.1.4.1 and 17.6.1.4.1 of NFPA 101 2000 Edition, to wit, “Family Day Care Homes,” and “Group Day Care Homes,” shall not apply to any facility licensed as a family day care home pursuant to section 402.305, F.S. Any facility licensed as a Family Day Care Home pursuant to section 402.305, F.S., shall be classified as a “Family Day Care Home” and defined in accordance with the definition of “Family Day Care Home” located in section 402.302(7), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 633.206(1)(b) FS. Law Implemented 633.104(1), 633.206(1)(b) FS. History–New 7-11-01, Formerly 4A-36.108.
