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68D-36.101 Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to state the standards for boating safety courses, indicate the procedure for providing proof of successful course completion, establish requirements for violators, provide training requirements for personal watercraft rentals, and list specific Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate Program contract provisions.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05.

68D-36.102 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) “Person” means an individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association, joint venture, syndicate, or any other entity, group, or combination.

(2) “Photographic identification” means a form of identification which includes the following for the individual to whom it is issued:

(a) The individual’s full name.

(b) The individual’s current street address including: the house or lot number; the street name or number; the apartment or unit number if applicable; the city, state and zip code if within the United States; the city, state or province, postal code if applicable, and the country if not within the United States.

(c) The individual’s date of birth.

(d) A photograph not more than six years old of the face of the individual.

(e) The name of the governmental agency, employer, school, training facility, or person that prepared or issued the identification.

(3) “Training facility” means a school or other sponsoring organization that offers to the public boating safety courses that meet the minimum standards established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05.

68D-36.103 Minimum Requirements for Training Facilities and Instructors.

(1) Training Facility Requirements.

(a) “Training facility” means a school or other sponsoring organization that offers to the public boating safety courses that meet the minimum standards established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.

(b) Each training facility shall require its instructors to demonstrate knowledge of boating safety and the current laws and regulations pertaining to the operation of vessels, as well as teaching skills in the area of boating safety, and shall ensure that all instructors meet the qualifications set forth in subsection (2).

(c) Training facilities should make maximum use of the existing cadre of qualified instructors who have been trained through state boating safety programs, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, the United States Power Squadrons, the American National Red Cross, the Young Men’s Christian Association, the United States Coast Guard’s National Boating Safety Course, and other similar public and private boating safety oriented programs.

(d) Each training facility is responsible for maintaining an ongoing quality control program. Training facilities should periodically update or recertify their instructors. Quality of instruction will be assured through this means with each training facility, or the training facility’s sponsoring organization, auditing its own program.

(e) Each training facility must teach a course of instruction, the content of which has received the prior approval of the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators. This approval is valid only for three years. Each training facility or its sponsoring organization must ensure that the course materials are resubmitted for continuing approval so as to avoid a lapse of approved status.

(2) Instructor Qualifications.

(a) Each instructor shall have knowledge of boating safety, and the current laws and regulations pertaining to the operation of vessels, as well as teaching skills in the area of boating safety.

(b) Each instructor must have the knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary for the transmittal of the information necessary to implant knowledge of boating safety in students. The following skills, knowledge, and abilities are considered essential for this purpose:

1. Instructor/student communication.

2. Logical thinking.

3. Human relations and human diversity.

4. Lesson planning.

5. Teaching methods.

6. Instructional aids.

7. Handicaps to learning.

8. Evaluation of student performance.

(c) Certifications of instructors for specialized courses such as canoeing, kayaking, boardsailing, etc., that are available through the American National Red Cross, American Canoe Association, and other boating safety oriented programs are recognized. These certifications, however, are in addition to and do not eliminate the necessity of instructors possessing the knowledge, skills, and abilities set forth in paragraph (2)(b), above.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05.

68D-36.104 Minimum Standards for Boating Safety Courses.

(1) Each boating safety course taught pursuant to Section 327.395 or 327.731, F.S., must maintain current approval from the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(2) In addition to minimum course content adopted by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, boating safety courses approved for use in the State of Florida shall contain state-specific information covering the following topics.

(a) Personal Watercraft Requirements.

1. Mandatory wear of personal flotation devices.

2. Age restrictions to operate or rent.

3. Hours of operation restrictions.

4. Wake-jumping concerns and reckless operation.

5. Causes and prevention of personal watercraft accidents.

(b) Boating Safety Identification Cards.

1. Age and engine horsepower requirements.

2. Photographic identification required.

(c) Vessel Safety Regulations.

1. Personal flotation devices for children requirements.

2. Florida’s adoption of all federal equipment requirements.

(d) Diving vessels, awareness of divers in the water, divers down warning devices, and the requirements of Section 327.331, F.S.

(e) Water Ski, Parasail, and Aquaplane Regulations.

1. Participants must wear a personal flotation device.

2. Towing vessels must have either an observer or wide-angle rearview mirror.

3. Hours restrictions.

(f) Boating Restricted Areas, Manatee Protection Zones, and other areas within which boating is prohibited or in which boating speed is regulated. Regulatory markers including Idle Speed, Slow Speed, and mile per hour restrictions and aids to navigation shall also be covered.

(g) Boating Accidents.

1. Requirements for reporting accidents.

2. Remaining on scene/rendering assistance.

(h) Awareness of fish and wildlife with potential impacts to boaters and boating safety, including, but not limited to manatees, whales, dolphins, marine turtles, and sturgeon.

(i) Ecosystem Awareness and potential impacts to boaters and boating safety.
(j) The dangers associated with:
1. A passenger riding on a seat back, gunwale, transom, bow, motor cover, or any other vessel area not designed and designated by the manufacturer for seating. 

2. A passenger falling overboard. 

3. Operating a vessel with a person in the water near the vessel. 

4. Starting a vessel with the engine in gear. 

5. Leaving the vessel running when a passenger is boarding or disembarking. 

(k) The proper use and lifesaving benefits of an engine cutoff switch for motorboats and personal watercraft.

(l) The requirement to operate at a speed no faster than slow speed minimum wake within 300 feet of an emergency vessel when the vessel’s emergency lights are activated and within 300 feet of a construction vessel or barge displaying an orange flag.
(3) For each course approved for use in Florida, the course provider must use the following:

(a) A boating safety workbook or text, or the electronic equivalent.

(b) A final exam of not fewer than 75 questions, including a minimum of 12 Florida-specific questions, with a minimum passing score of 75 percent.

(c) A syllabus or course outline.

(d) A list of course objectives.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 1-31-23.

68D-36.105 Proof of Successful Completion of Approved Boating Safety Education Courses.

Individuals who have successfully completed an approved boating safety education course in accordance with this chapter and Section 327.395, F.S. will be issued a boating safety identification card from the Commission, which may be issued in digital, electronic, or paper format, that may be carried on the waters of this state together with photographic identification, as proof of successful completion of the boating safety education course. Alternatively, individuals who have successfully completed an approved course in accordance with Section 327.395, F.S., may carry a state-issued identification card or driver license issued by the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles bearing a symbol established by the Department indicating possession of a boating safety identification card in accordance with Section 322.051 or 322.14, F.S.

(1) Individuals successfully completing an approved boating safety education course in accordance with Section 327.395, F.S. may submit as proof a certificate from the course provider. The certificate must include the name of the course provider; date of issue; and the student’s first name, middle initial, last name, date of birth, and current mailing address.

(2) Course providers offering approved boating safety education courses, as required by Section 327.395, F.S., may submit student rosters to initiate issuance of boating safety identification cards to students who have successfully completed the course. A roster must include the name of the course provider, the date of course completion, and the name of the primary instructor. In addition, the following information must be provided for each student successfully completing the course:

(a) First name, middle initial, and last name.

(b) Date of Birth.

(c) Current mailing address.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 1-31-23.

68D-36.106 Violator Courses.

(1) Any person convicted of two non-criminal boating violations listed in Section 327.731, F.S., within a twelve-month period must successfully complete any boating safety course approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the State of Florida. The course must be successfully completed following the date of the second violation. Proof of successful completion must be filed with the Commission, as provided in Rule 68D-36.105, F.A.C., within the 90 days first following the successful completion of the course.

(2) Any person convicted of a boating infraction which resulted in a reportable boating accident or convicted of any criminal boating violation must successfully complete any boating safety course approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the State of Florida, as provided in subsection (1), and must also complete an approved safe boating course for violators. Violator courses must require approximately 4 hours to complete and must cover, at a minimum, the following topics:

(a) Florida boating laws.

(b) Causes and prevention of boating accidents.

(c) The importance of wearing personal flotation devices.

(d) The use of common sense and common courtesy.

(e) Operating defensively.

The violator course may be taken through an approved electronic, on-line, or home-study program by violators residing in areas where classroom presentation of the course is not available.

(3) Until such time as proof of successful course completion has been filed with the Boating and Waterways Section of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the person’s privilege to operate a vessel in Florida is suspended pursuant to Section 327.731, F.S., and it is unlawful for that person to operate any vessel on waters of the state.

(a) Proof of completion of a violator course required by subsection (2), taken in a classroom setting must include the training facility’s and instructor’s names, the date of course completion, and the student’s first name, middle initial, last name, current mailing address, and date of birth.

(b) Proof of completion of a violator course required by subsection (2), taken through an approved electronic, on-line, or home-study course must identify the course provider, the date of course completion, and include the student’s first name, middle initial, last name, current mailing address, and date of birth.

(c) Proof of successful completion of a violator course must be filed with the Commission on a Certification of Successful Completion of an Approved Boating Safety Course, Form FWC/DLE-238 (10-05).

1. Each instructor who teaches a violator course to a person mandated under Section 327.731, F.S., to successfully complete such a course, must execute a Certification of Successful Completion of an Approved Boating Safety Course, Form FWC/DLE-238 (10-05), for each student who successfully completes the course. Prior revisions of the forms may be used until existing supplies are exhausted.

2. The instructor must place a copy with the student’s records and give the original and one copy to the student.

3. The student must, within the 90 days first following the successful completion of the course, file the original with the Commission.

4. The form may be filed electronically, if provided for in an agreement between the Commission and the course provider, or by mail addressed to the Boating and Waterways Section, Division of Law Enforcement, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 S. Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.

5. Form FWC/DLE-238 (10-05) is hereby incorporated by reference and may be obtained from the Commission at the address specified in subparagraph 4.

(4) This rule section shall take effect October 1, 2005. Until that date, violators successfully completing courses meeting the requirements of Rule 68D-36.104, F.A.C., and filing proof of the same as provided in Rule 68D-36.105, F.A.C., shall be deemed to have satisfied the requirements of Section 327.731, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05.

68D-36.107 Minimum Training Requirements for Personal Watercraft Rentals.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.39, 327.54 FS. Law Implemented 327.04, 327.39, 327.54 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 4-20-09, Repealed 1-31-23.

68D-36.108 Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate Program.

(1) Any person administering the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination under contract with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission must strictly comply with all contract provisions.

(2) Any person administering the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination is prohibited from providing assistance of any kind to the examinee during the examination and must not allow, suffer, or permit any other person to assist the examinee during the examination. The term “assistance” does not include the provision of reasonable accommodations if required under the Americans with Disabilities Act or s. 501 of the Rehabilitation Act.

(3) Administration of the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination by paper test provided by the Commission:

Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination paper tests provided by the Commission are assigned to individual liveries, marinas, or other persons and must not be transferred, sold, borrowed, loaned, or shared.

(4) Administration of the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination online:

(a) Any person administering the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination online must:

1. Administer a Commission-approved boater safety education course that meets the minimum instruction requirement established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.

2. Administer the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination in an electronic format accessible by computer, tablet, smart phone, and other similar electronic devices.

3. Utilize a test bank of 100 questions available through the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and 50 state specific questions approved by the Commission. Each administered examination must include a total of 25 questions. Each temporary certificate examination must include questions covering the following topics:
a. Diving vessels, awareness of divers in the water, divers down warning devices, and the requirements of Section 327.331, F.S.
b. The dangers associated with:
I. A passenger riding on a seat back, gunwale, transom, bow, motor cover, or any other vessel area not designed and designated by the manufacturer for seating. 

II. A passenger falling overboard. 

III. Operating a vessel with a person in the water near the vessel. 

IV. Starting a vessel with the engine in gear. 

V. Leaving the vessel running when a passenger is boarding or disembarking. 

c. The proper use and lifesaving benefits of an engine cutoff switch for motorboats and personal watercraft.  
4. Require that any 19 of the 25 examination questions be answered correctly before submitting an examinee’s information to the Commission for issuance of the Temporary Certificate. Any score equal to or greater than 19 out of 25 questions answered correctly shall be a passing score.

5. Within 24 hours of an examinee’s completion of the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination with a passing score, provide to the Commission electronically the examinee’s first name, middle initial, last name, date of birth, current mailing address, email address, current telephone number, and the date of the examination with the passing score so the Commission can issue the Temporary Certificate.

6. Provide to an examinee who has received a passing score on the examination with either an emailed or printable proof of a passing score on the examination, including the date of the successful completion.

(b) The commission shall issue an electronic Temporary Certificate to an examinee who has received a passing score within 7 days following receipt of the examinee’s information from the examiner.

(c) A person who has successfully completed the Florida Boater Education Temporary Certificate examination, and who has in his or her possession photo identification and the emailed or printed proof of a passing score on the examination provided in subparagraph (4)(a)6., is exempt from subsection 327.395(1), F.S., for 7 days following successful completion of the online examination.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 8-24-17, 1-31-23.

68D-36.109 Boating Safety Information to be Displayed at Boat Rental Facilities.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.39, 327.54 FS. Law Implemented 327.04, 327.39, 327.54 FS. History–New 4-20-09, Repealed 1-31-23.
