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68B-43.001 Purpose and Intent; Designation as a Restricted Species.

(1) The purpose and intent of this chapter are to protect and conserve Florida’s bluefish resources and assure the continuing health and abundance of the species. It is also the intent of the Commission to manage bluefish in such a manner as to permit an equitable statewide commercial harvest of the species.

(2) Bluefish are hereby designated as a restricted species pursuant to Section 379.101(32), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., Chapter 83-134, Laws of Fla., as amended by Chapter 84-121, and Chapter 85-163, Laws of Fla. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., Chapter 83-134, Laws of Fla., as amended by Chapter 84-121, and Chapter 85-163, Laws of Fla. History–New 7-1-93, Formerly 46-43.001, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-43.002 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter:

(1) “Bluefish” means any fish of the species Pomatomus saltatrix, or any part thereof.

(2) “Atlantic Region” means all state and federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean north and east of the Dade-Monroe County Line.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-93, Formerly 46-43.002, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-43.003 Size Limit; Landed in Whole Condition Requirement.

(1) Size Limit – A person may not harvest or possess within or without Florida Waters or land a bluefish that is less than 12 inches in fork length. 

(2) Landed in Whole Condition Requirement – A person harvesting bluefish within or without Florida Waters shall land each bluefish in whole condition. A person may not possess within or without Florida Waters a bluefish that has been beheaded, sliced, divided, filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned. This provision will not be construed to prohibit evisceration (gutting) of a bluefish, or removal of gills from a bluefish.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-93, Amended 8-31-98, Formerly 46-43.003, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-43.004 Bag and Vessel Limits.

(1) Recreational Bag Limit – A recreational harvester may not harvest or land within or without Florida Waters per day more than 10 bluefish or possess within or without Florida Waters more than 10 bluefish. 

(2) Commercial Limits – 

(a) Commercial Bag Limit – A commercial harvester may not harvest from the Atlantic Region or land per vessel per day more than 7,500 pounds of bluefish from the Atlantic Region or possess in the Atlantic Region more than 7,500 pounds of bluefish. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of bluefish in excess of the applicable vessel limits. Bluefish harvested For Commercial Purposes in the Atlantic Region must be landed in that region.
(b) During any season closure pursuant to subsection 68B-43.005(1), F.A.C., no person shall harvest or possess bluefish in a quantity in excess of the bag limit established by subsection 68B-43.004(1), F.A.C., while in or on the waters of the Atlantic Region or land bluefish in a quantity in excess of the bag limit established by subsection 68B-43.004(1), F.A.C., from the Atlantic Region.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-93, Formerly 46-43.004, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-43.005 Commercial Season.

Commercial harvest for bluefish is permitted between January 1 and December 31 each year unless closed earlier as follows:

(1) If the total commercial harvest of bluefish from the Atlantic Region is projected to reach the annual quota provided to Florida by the Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Management Council and NOAA Fisheries pursuant to 50 C.F.R. §648.162 (2/13), the season for commercial harvest of bluefish in such waters shall be closed by the Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission upon notice and in the manner provided in Section 120.81(5), F.S. If the season is closed pursuant to this paragraph, it shall not reopen until the following January 1.

(2) During any season closure pursuant to subsection (1), no person shall purchase or sell any bluefish harvested during the closure from the Atlantic Region.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-93, Amended 10-4-95, Formerly 46-43.005, Amended 9-1-13.
