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68B-34.001 Purpose and Intent.

The purpose and intent of this rule is to manage bonefish as a catch and release only fishery in recognition and in honor of the rich cultural heritage of sport fishing for bonefish in Florida waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-34.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-34, F.A.C.:

(1) “Bonefish” means a fish of the family Albulidae, or any part thereof.

(2) “Target” means attempting to catch or take a fish by any means whatsoever.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-1-88, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-34.002, Amended 3-1-05, 7-1-06, 7-1-11, 9-1-13.
68B-34.003 Size Limits.

There are no size limits for bonefish as bonefish is a catch and release fishery.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-1-88, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-34.003, Amended 3-1-05, 7-1-11, 9-1-13.
68B-34.004 Harvest of Bonefish Prohibited; Restrictions on Possession of Bonefish.

(1) A person may not harvest or unnecessarily destroy a bonefish within or without Florida Waters.

(2) Temporary Possession by a Recreational Harvester –

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (2)(b), a recreational harvester may not possess a bonefish within or without Florida Waters.

(b) A recreational harvester may temporarily possess a bonefish only for the purpose of photographing, measuring, or weighing (with a hand-held scale) the bonefish at the site where the bonefish was caught.

1. A recreational harvester may not possess more than one bonefish at a time.

2. A recreational harvester who temporarily possesses a bonefish pursuant to this subsection shall release the bonefish alive and unharmed, immediately after photographing, measuring, or weighing the bonefish.

3. A recreational harvester who temporarily possesses a bonefish pursuant to this subsection shall release the bonefish in the immediate area where the bonefish was caught.

(3) Possession for Commercial Purposes Prohibited – A commercial harvester may not harvest or possess a bonefish within or without Florida Waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-11, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-34.005 Seasons.

There are no seasons for bonefish as bonefish is a year-round catch and release fishery.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-11, Amended 3-24-13, 9-1-13.
68B-34.006 Allowed and Prohibited Gear and Method of Harvest.

(1) Allowed Gear and Method of Harvest – Within or without Florida Waters, a person may target a bonefish only with hook and line gear. All other gear and methods of harvest are prohibited.

(2) Prohibited Gear and Method of Harvest – A person may not use a multiple hook in conjunction with live or dead natural bait to harvest or attempt to harvest bonefish within or without Florida Waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
