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68B-33.001 Purpose and Intent.

The purpose and intent of this chapter are to protect and conserve Florida’s billfish and spearfish resources and increase public awareness of and concern for billfish through promotion of catch-and-release and other conservation practices and prohibition of sale.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-31-88, Formerly 46-33.001, Amended 10-1-02, 9-1-13.
68B-33.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-33, F.A.C.: “Billfish” means any of the following species, or a part thereof: 

(1) Makaira nigricans (blue marlin); 

(2) Kajikia albida (white marlin);

(3) Istiophorus platypterus (sailfish), or

(4) Tetrapturus georgeii (roundscale spearfish).
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-31-88, Formerly 46-33.002, Amended 8-26-99, 10-1-02, 9-1-13.
68B-33.003 Size Limits; Landed in Whole Condition Requirement.

(1) Billfish Size Limits – 

(a) Blue Marlin Size Limit – A person may not harvest from Florida Waters, possess while in or on Florida waters or land a blue marlin that is less than 99 inches in lower jaw fork length.
(b) White Marlin and Roundscale Spearfish Size Limit – A person may not harvest from Florida Waters, possess while in or on Florida Waters or land a white marlin or roundscale spearfish that is less than 66 inches in lower jaw fork length.

(c) Sailfish Size Limit – A person may not harvest from Florida Waters, possess while in or on Florida waters or land a sailfish that is less than 63 inches in lower jaw fork length.
(2) Landed in Whole Condition Requirement – A person harvesting billfish shall land each billfish in whole condition. A person may not possess in or on Florida Waters a billfish that has been beheaded, sliced, divided, filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned. This provision will not be construed to prohibit evisceration (gutting) of a billfish or removal of gills from a billfish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-31-88, Amended 7-15-96 Formerly 46-33.003, Amended 8-26-99, 7-1-12, 9-1-13.
68B-33.0034 Recreational Aggregate Bag Limit for Billfish; Commercial Harvest Prohibited.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 4-2-03, Amended 8-3-10, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-33.0035 Swordfish: Federal Permit Required for Sale.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-1-02, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-33.004 Recreational Aggregate Bag Limit for Billfish; Commercial Harvest Prohibited.

(1) Recreational Aggregate Bag Limit – A person may not harvest from Florida Waters, possess in or on Florida Waters or land more than 1 billfish per day. Except as provided in subsection 68B-33.007(2), F.A.C., a person may not possess more than 1 billfish in the state of Florida at any time.
(2) Commercial Harvest Prohibited – A person may not harvest a billfish for commercial purposes from Florida Waters or possess a billfish for commercial purposes in or on Florida Waters. This provision will not be construed to prohibit billfish tournaments that award monetary or other prizes, if the tournament and associated fishing activities are conducted in compliance with the applicable regulations.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-26-99, Amended 10-1-02, 4-2-03, 8-3-10, 7-1-12, 9-1-13.
68B-33.0041 Prohibition on Harvest. 

A person may not harvest from Florida Waters, or possess in or on Florida Waters, or land a longbill spearfish (Tetrapturus pfluegeri) or a Mediterranean spearfish (Tetrapturus belone) or any part thereof.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-33.005 Seasons.

There is no closed season for billfish.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 4-2-03, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-33.006 Allowed and Prohibited Gear and Method of Harvest; Prohibited Simultaneous Possession with Certain Types of Gear.

(1) Allowed Gear and Method of Harvest – A person may harvest or attempt to harvest a billfish from Florida Waters only by or with the use of hook and line gear.

(2) Prohibition of Simultaneous Possession with Certain Types of Gear – Simultaneous possession in or on Florida Waters of a billfish together with any gill or entangling net or longline gear is prohibited.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-33.007 Prohibited Sale and Purchase; Exception to Prohibited Sale and Possession Limits.

(1) Prohibited Purchase and Sale – Except as provided in subsection (2), a person may not purchase or sell a billfish.
(2) Exception to Sale, Purchase, and Possession Restrictions – A person may not exchange a portion of the billfish for the services provided pursuant to this subsection.
(a) A person may keep a billfish on the premises of a seafood dealer if: 

1. It is for the sole purpose of smoking the billfish for the recreational harvester who harvested the billfish; and,
2. The billfish is clearly labeled in a way that displays the name and address of the recreational harvester who harvested the billfish.

(b) A taxidermist may transport a billfish or keep a billfish on the premises of a taxidermy business if:

1. It is for the sole purpose of mounting the billfish for the recreational harvester who harvested the billfish; and,
2. The billfish is clearly labeled in a way that displays the name and address of the recreational harvester who harvested the billfish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-33.011 Reporting Requirement for Non-tournament Landings.

A person who harvests a billfish from Florida Waters shall report the landing of the billfish as required by 50 C.F.R. 635.5(c)(2) (as of April 2, 2003), unless the person harvested the billfish as a participant in a fishing competition in which participants must register or an award is offered for catching or landing a billfish.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
