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68B-32.001 Purpose and Intent.

The purpose and intent of this rule is to manage tarpon as a catch and release only fishery in recognition and in honor of the rich cultural heritage of sport fishing for tarpon in Florida waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-32.002 Definitions.

As used in chapter 68B-32, F.A.C.:

(1) “Professional fishing guide” means the captain or operator of a boat or vessel who is licensed by the U.S. Coast Guard to carry paying passengers and whose passengers pay a fee to fish for tarpon.

(2) “Snagging” or “snatch hooking” means the intentional catch of a tarpon by any device intended to impale or hook the tarpon by any part of its body other than the mouth, or catching or attempting to catch a tarpon in any manner or method other than enticing or attracting a tarpon to strike with, and become hooked in, its mouth.
(3) “Tarpon” means a fish of the species Megalops atlanticus, or any part thereof.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 11-30-88, Amended 1-1-98, Formerly 46-32.002, Amended 3-28-04, 9-1-13, 11-1-13.
68B-32.003 Size Limits.
There are no size limits for tarpon as tarpon is a catch and release fishery.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 11-30-88, Amended 11-1-89, 10-1-90, 12-4-91, 11-26-92, 11-29-93, 1-1-95, 1-1-96, 11-27-96, 11-12-97, 11-16-98, Formerly 46-32.003, Amended 3-1-05, 9-1-13.
68B-32.004 Restrictions on Possession of Tarpon; Commercial Harvest Prohibited.

(1) Except as provided in rule 68B-32.009, F.A.C., a person may not harvest or unnecessarily destroy a tarpon within or without Florida Waters.

(2) Temporary Possession by a Recreational Harvester –

(a) Except as provided in rule 68B-32.009, F.A.C. and paragraph (2)(b), a recreational harvester may not possess a tarpon within or without Florida Waters.

(b) A person may temporarily possess a tarpon within or without Florida Waters only for the purposes of photography, measuring length and girth, and taking a scientific sample.

1. Except as provided in rule 68B-32.009, F.A.C. a recreational harvester who temporarily possesses a tarpon pursuant to this subsection shall release the tarpon alive and unharmed, immediately after photographing, measuring, or taking a scientific sample.

2. Except as provided in rule 68B-32.009, F.A.C. a recreational harvester who temporarily possesses a tarpon pursuant to this subsection shall release the tarpon in the immediate area where the tarpon was caught.

(3) Except for tarpon harvested or possessed with the intent to submit that tarpon for state record or world record in accordance with subsection 68B-32.009(1), F.A.C. tarpon greater than 40 inches fork length may not be removed from the water.

(4) Possession for Commercial Purposes Prohibited – A commercial harvester may not harvest or possess a tarpon within or without Florida Waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 1-1-98, Formerly 46-32.004, Amended 3-28-04, 3-1-05, 9-1-13, 2-4-19.
68B-32.006 Allowed and Prohibited Gear and Methods of Harvest.

(1) Allowed Gear and Methods of Harvest – Within or without Florida Waters, a person may target or harvest a tarpon only with hook and line gear. All other gear and methods of harvest are prohibited.

(2) Prohibited Gear and Methods of Harvest – A person may not harvest or attempt to harvest a tarpon within or without Florida Waters by spearing, snagging, or snatch hooking. A person may not use a multiple hook in conjunction with live or dead natural bait to harvest or attempt to harvest tarpon within or without Florida Waters.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 3-1-05, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-32.007 Purchase and Sale Prohibited; Transport and Shipment.

(1) A person may not purchase or sell a tarpon.

(2) Transport for Sale Prohibited – A person may not transport a tarpon for the purpose of selling the tarpon, regardless of whether the tarpon will be sold within or without the State of Florida.

(3) Restrictions on Transport and Shipment –

(a) Except as provided in subsection (4), a person may not transport or ship as personal baggage more than one tarpon, harvested within or without Florida Waters.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (4), a common carrier may not knowingly receive more than one tarpon from a person for transport within or without the State of Florida.

(4) Transport and Shipment by Taxidermist –

(a) A lawful taxidermist may transport or ship a reasonable number of tarpon as specimens for mounting if:

1. The taxidermist can establish the individual ownership of each tarpon being transported or shipped through documentation; and,
2. The taxidermist can produce (at the request of a duly authorized law enforcement officer) the documentation necessary to establish individual ownership of the tarpon.

(b) A common carrier shall accept a tarpon from a taxidermist for transport if the taxidermist provides documentation of individual ownership of the tarpon along with the bill of lading or other papers controlling the shipment.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-32.009 Tarpon Tag Specifications.

(1) Tags Required for Possession –

(a) A person may not harvest or possess a tarpon unless the person intends to submit that tarpon for an International Game Fish Association world record or Commission Florida state record.

(b) A person may not harvest or possess a tarpon unless the person has purchased a tarpon tag and securely attached the tarpon tag through the lower jaw of the tarpon.

(c) A person may not use more than one tarpon tag during any single license year for tarpon tags as defined in paragraph 68B-32.009(2)(a), F.A.C. Except for professional fishing guides, a person may not purchase more than one tarpon tag during any single license year for tarpon tags as defined in paragraph 68B-32.009(2)(a), F.A.C.
(d) No more than 1 tarpon may be harvested within or without Florida Waters per day, possessed aboard a vessel within or without Florida Waters, or landed per day from a vessel fishing pursuant to this subsection.

(2) Validity of Tarpon Tags –

(a) The license year for tarpon tags begins on January 1 of each year and continues through December 31 of that year.

(b) A tarpon tag is only valid for the possession of 1 tarpon. A person may not use an individual tarpon tag on more than one tarpon.

(3) Transfer of Tarpon Tags –

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (3)(b), tarpon tags are not transferable.

(b) A professional fishing guide may purchase tarpon tags and subsequently transfer the tarpon tags to individual customers.

(c) A professional fishing guide may not transfer to any individual customer more than one tarpon tag during any single license year for tarpon tags as defined in paragraph 68B-32.009(2)(a), F.A.C.

(4) Number of Tags Issued Each License Year –

(a) The Commission may not issue more than 2,500 tarpon tags in a license year (as defined in paragraph (2)(a)).

(b) The Commission may not issue more than 1,250 tarpon tags to professional fishing guides in a license year (as established in paragraph (2)(a)).

(5) Return of Unused Tarpon Tags – On or before February 14, each tax collector shall submit to the Commission all unused tarpon tags for the previous license year. In addition to the unused tarpon tags, each tax collector shall submit to the Commission a written audit report indicating the number of unused tags on a form provided by the Commission (Form DMF-SL3210 (3-05), Unissued Tarpon Tags, incorporated herein by reference and available online at http://www.flrules.org on or before February 14.
(6) Exceptions to Tag Requirement – The prohibition of possession of an untagged tarpon in paragraph (1)(b) does not apply to a taxidermist who removes the tag during the process of mounting a tarpon. The taxidermist shall ensure that the removed tag remains with the tarpon during any subsequent storage or shipment.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13, Amended 2-4-19.
