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68B-28.002 Definitions.

As used in Chapter 68B-28, F.A.C. and 379.248, F.S.:

(1) “Sponge” means any animal of the Phylum Porifera, or part thereof. 

(2) “Commercial sponge” means an animal of the Order Dictyoceratida, or part thereof. This Order includes the sheepswool, yellow, grass, glove, finger, wire, reef, and velvet sponges.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-1-88, Amended 5-5-91, Formerly 46-28.002, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-28.003 Size Limit.

A person may not harvest or land from Florida Waters or possess in or on Florida Waters a commercial sponge that when wet is less than 5 inches in its greatest dimension measured across the top of the sponge. 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-1-88, Amended 10-1-90, Formerly 46-28.003, Amended 7-1-07, 9-1-13.
68B-28.0035 Commercial Sponge Size Limit.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 5-13-02, Amended 3-1-05, 7-1-07, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-28.0036 Recreational Bag Limit; Commercial Licensing Requirements.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 5-13-02, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-28.004 Recreational Bag Limit; Exception for Commercial Harvest.

(1) Recreational Bag Limit – A recreational harvester may not harvest per day within or without Florida Waters, land per day, or possess in or on Florida Waters more than 10 pieces of commercial sponge. 

(2) Exception for Commercial Harvest – A person may not exceed the recreational bag limit established in subsection (1), unless that person is in possession of a valid saltwater products license with a Sponge Endorsement.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 5-5-91, Formerly 46-28.004, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-28.006 Restrictions on Gear and Method of Harvest.

(1) Harvest of Commercial Sponge by Hook – A person may use a hook that is 5 inches in width to remove a commercial sponge from Florida Waters. A person may not remove a commercial sponge from Florida Waters with a hook that is larger or smaller than 5 inches in width.

(2) Harvest of Commercial Sponge by Diving – Except as provided in Rule 68B-28.0061, F.A.C., a person may not harvest a commercial sponge from Florida Waters by diving. A person diving for commercial sponges must remove any sponge attached to the bottom by cutting it. Such a person may not remove a commercial sponge by pulling it from the bottom.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-28.0061 Harvest of Commercial Sponge by Diving.

(1) Prohibited Harvest of Commercial Sponge by Diving – Except in the areas described in paragraphs (2)(a) and (2)(b), a person may not harvest a commercial sponge from Florida Waters by diving.

(2) Areas Open to the Harvest of Commercial Sponge by Diving – 

(a) A person may harvest a commercial sponge by diving in the Florida Waters north of a line extended due west from the southernmost point of Egmont Key, northward and westward to the north-south line represented by 85°21'23.04'', which meets the coast near the Cape San Blas lighthouse.

(b) A person may harvest a commercial sponge by diving in the Florida Waters beyond three nautical miles from the shoreline south of a line extended due west from the southernmost point of Egmont Key, southward and eastward to a line extended due west from the coastal boundary between Monroe and Collier Counties (25°, 48 min. N. latitude). 

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-28.007 Prohibited Sale.

A person may not sell a commercial sponge, unless they are in possession of a valid saltwater products license with a Sponge Endorsement.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-28.008 Harvest of Sponges Prohibited in Biscayne National Park. 

A person may not harvest or land a sponge in or from the waters of Biscayne National Park or possess a sponge harvested from the waters of Biscayne National Park. 

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
