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68B-19.001 Designation as a Restricted Species.

Cobia are hereby designated as a restricted species pursuant to Section 379.101(32), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-13-85, Amended 1-1-90, Formerly 46-19.001, Amended 3-22-01, 9-1-13.
68B-19.002 Definitions.

(1) “Atlantic Region” means all Florida Waters lying outside of the Gulf Region.

(2) “Cobia,” also known as ling, means a fish of the species Rachycentron canadum, or any part thereof.

(3) “Gulf Region” means all Florida Waters lying north of the Monroe-Collier county line (25°48.216' North Latitude).

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-13-85, Amended 1-1-90, 8-31-98, Formerly 46-19.002, Amended 3-22-01, 9-1-13, 2-11-18.
68B-19.003 Size Limit; Landed in Whole Condition Requirement.

(1) Size Limit – A person may not harvest or land from Florida Waters, or possess in or on Florida Waters, a cobia that is less than 33 inches in fork length.
(2) Landed in Whole Condition Requirement – A person harvesting cobia shall land each cobia in whole condition. A person may not possess in or on Florida Waters a cobia that has been beheaded, sliced, divided, filleted, ground, skinned, scaled, or deboned. This provision will not be construed to prohibit the evisceration (gutting) of a cobia or removal of gills from a cobia.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-19.004 Bag and Vessel Limits.

(1) Recreational Bag Limit – A recreational harvester may not harvest or land from Florida Waters, or possess in or on Florida Waters, more than 1 cobia per day.
(2) Commercial Bag Limit – 
(a) Atlantic Region – A commercial harvester may not harvest or land from the Atlantic Region, or possess in or on waters of the Atlantic Region, more than 2 cobia per day.
(b) Gulf Region – A commercial harvester may not harvest or land from the Gulf Region, or possess in or on the waters of the Gulf Region, more than 1 cobia per day.
(3) General Vessel Limit – 
(a) Atlantic Region – The persons aboard a vessel in or on waters of the Atlantic Region may not collectively possess more than 6 cobia, regardless of the number of persons onboard. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of cobia in excess of the applicable bag limits.
(b) Gulf Region – The persons aboard a vessel in or on waters of the Gulf Region may not collectively possess more than 2 cobia, regardless of the number of persons onboard. This provision will not be construed to authorize harvest or possession of cobia in excess of the applicable bag limits.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 1-1-90, Formerly 46-19.004, Amended 3-22-01, 9-1-13, 2-11-18.
