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68B-16.001 Designation as a Protected Species.

The queen conch, species Aliger gigas (formerly Strombus gigas), is hereby designated as a protected species. The purposes of designation as a protected species are to increase public awareness of the need for extensive conservation action in order to prevent this resource from becoming endangered, to encourage voluntary conservation practices, and to enlist the assistance of the general public in enforcing the stringent measures imposed by this chapter.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-85, Amended 12-11-86, 1-1-91, 7-15-96, Formerly 46-16.001, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-16.002 Definitions.

“Queen conch” means a conch of the species Aliger gigas (formerly Strombus gigas), or any part thereof.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-85, Amended 6-21-90, Formerly 46-16.002, Amended 9-1-13.
68B-16.003 Queen Conch, Regulation.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-85, Amended 6-21-90, 7-15-96, Formerly 46-16.003, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-16.004 Harvest of Queen Conch Prohibited.

(1) A person may not harvest, kill, molest, harm or mutilate a queen conch within or without Florida Waters, or possess, transport or land a queen conch regardless of where harvested.
(2) A person may harvest a queen conch shell if the shell does not contain a live queen conch at the time of harvest and a live queen conch is not killed, mutilated, or removed from the shell prior to the harvest of the shell. A person may not possess within or without Florida Waters a queen conch shell that has an off-center hole larger than 1/16 inch in diameter through its spire.

(3) The presence of queen conch aboard a vessel in or on Florida Waters, while one or more persons from the vessel are overboard, constitutes prima facie evidence that the queen conch was harvested from Florida Waters in violation of this chapter.

(4) Rules 68B-16.004 and 68B-16.0041, F.A.C., will not be construed to prohibit the unintentional capture of a queen conch in the course of another lawful fishing activity. A person who unintentionally catches a queen conch shall immediately return the queen conch to the water unharmed.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
68B-16.005 Queen Conch, Regulation in Federal Waters Contiguous to Florida.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 12-11-86, Formerly 46-16.005, Repealed 9-1-13.
68B-16.007 Importation of Queen Conch.

(1) Chapter 68B-16, F.A.C. does not apply to a wholesale or retail dealer who is in possession of queen conch if the queen conch was lawfully harvested and imported from a country other than the United States.
(2) A wholesale or retail dealer in queen conch or products made from queen conch shells shall maintain the invoices, receipts, bills of sale, bills of lading, or other documentation affirmatively showing that all queen conch in the dealer’s inventory were imported from a country other than the United States.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 9-1-13.
