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68A-9.002 Permits to Take Wildlife or Freshwater Fish for Justifiable Purposes.

(1) The executive director may issue permits authorizing the taking or possession of wildlife or freshwater fish or their nests or eggs for scientific, educational, exhibition, propagation, management or other justifiable purposes. Such permits shall be subject to such terms, conditions and restrictions as may be prescribed therein, provided that no such permits shall be operative as to migratory birds unless the holder thereof has a permit or other authorization from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service permitting the taking, exhibiting, or possession of such birds, their nests or eggs. Failure to abide by all terms and conditions stipulated in any written permit issued by the executive director shall be a violation of this section.

(2) Employees of the Commission may take wildlife or freshwater fish or their nests or eggs for scientific, educational, propagation, exhibition or other justifiable purposes when such taking has been authorized by the executive director or is essential to the performance of their assigned duties. The authority granted under this section shall not be construed to exempt any person from purchasing hunting or fishing licenses as required by Section 379.354, F.S. The executive director may issue permits authorizing the taking or managing of wildlife or freshwater fish for specified commercial purposes.

(3) Commission volunteers may take wildlife or freshwater fish or their nests or eggs for scientific, educational, propagation, exhibition or other justifiable purposes provided that:

(a) Such taking is pursuant to a volunteer program approved by the Division/Office director or his or her designee;
(b) The Division/Office director or his or her designee has approved specific conditions under which wildlife or freshwater fish or their nests or their eggs may be taken by volunteers; and,
(c) The volunteers are in possession of written authorization from the volunteer program’s Volunteer Program Coordinator or Volunteer Workday Leader specifying those conditions.

(4) The Executive Director shall issue permits to fishing tournaments, with 10 or more participants, to allow temporary possession of fish not meeting applicable size restrictions, provided that all fish caught in the tournament are live-released following weigh-in, that fish are handled in accordance with the Commission’s scientific guidelines, and that reports of fish taken in the tournament are made available to the Commission. Applications for permits shall be made on FWC Form BT-1000, effective July 1, 1992, incorporated herein by reference and obtainable at the Commission’s Tallahassee and regional offices.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-4-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-9.02, Amended 12-25-95, 4-1-96, Formerly 39-9.002, Amended 7-1-02, 3-21-10, 1-11-17.

68A-9.004 Permits for Hunting or Other Recreational Use on Wildlife Management Areas.

(1) In addition to other licenses, permits and stamps required by law, stamp requirements for hunting, camping, fishing, or other recreational uses on lands owned, leased or managed by the Commission or the State of Florida for the use and benefit of the Commission shall be as provided by Sections 379.354(8)(g) and (h), F.S.

(a) The cost of permits as required for hunting on wildlife management areas as provided by Section 379.354(8)(g)1., F.S., shall be $25.

(b) The cost of permits for Tier II public recreational opportunities on the Babcock Ranch Preserve shall be as follows and are set to capitalize on the value of hunting on portions of the preserve and to help ensure the preserve is financially self-sufficient, as required by Section 259.1053(5), F.S.

1. Timber Pasture Unit ‒ $20,000

2. Pepper Field Unit ‒ $7,500

3. Sugar Hill ‒ East Unit ‒ $30,000

4. Sugar Hill ‒ West Unit ‒ $30,000

5. Cypress Head Unit ‒ $14,500

6. Yearling Pasture Unit ‒ $20,000

7. Deep Freeze - North Unit ‒ $21,000

8. Deep Freeze - South Unit ‒ $19,000

9. Myrtle Slough Unit ‒ $23,000

10. Possum Pond Unit ‒ $37,000

11. South Lightered Unit ‒ $53,000

12. Sawgrass Unit ‒ $39,000

13. Bull Head Unit ‒ $43,500

14. Governors Camp Unit ‒ $35,000

15. Curry Lake Unit ‒ $33,754

16. Saddlers Hammock Unit ‒ $40,000

(c) The cost of recreational user permits as required for hunting on the following privately owned wildlife management areas as provided by Section 379.354(8)(h)1., F.S., shall be:

1 Flint Rock – $206

2. Gulf Hammock – $417
3. Grove Park – $475

(d) The total number of permits available for each of the following privately owned wildlife management areas established pursuant to Section 379.354(8)(h)1., F.S., shall be:

1 Flint Rock – 450

2. Gulf Hammock – 550

3. Grove Park – 200

(e) Recreational user permits required for hunting on privately owned wildlife management areas shall also authorize the permittee to engage in all activities authorized for wildlife management area permits.

(f) Recreational user permits for privately owned wildlife management areas designated herein shall be non-transferable.

(g) A recreational use permit for privately owned wildlife management areas designated herein shall be renewable for two consecutive years provided that proper application and payment is received prior to June 1.

(2) Additional stamp requirements may be promulgated for each individual wildlife management area and are set forth in Chapter 68A-15, F.A.C.
(3) On those lands where the Commission is the landowner or lead managing agency, written authorization is required for special events that are in violation of Commission rules, require Commission resources (personnel or equipment), require additional infrastructure, or would have significant impacts on natural resources, cultural resources or public use. A special event is an organized occasion that includes, but is not limited to, events such as sport competitions, recreational events and fundraisers. The Commission shall issue a written authorization when the applicant proposes natural or cultural resource related activities that do not unduly impact the resource, interfere with other users, or impose significant costs to the Commission. The Commission shall impose upon a Special Use Authorization issued pursuant to this subsection such reasonable conditions as are necessary to assure that the use or activity authorized will limit liability to the agency and protect fish, wildlife, natural and cultural resources.
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.354 FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.1025, 379.2223, 375.313, 379.354 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-4-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-9.04, Amended 6-2-86, 11-1-89, 7-16-98, 5-13-99, Formerly 39-9.004, Amended 7-1-00, 5-29-01, 7-22-01, 6-2-02, 7-28-02, 5-1-03, 7-7-03, 10-12-03, 5-12-04, 7-15-04, 6-1-05, 4-3-08, 4-1-09, 7-20-09, 7-1-10, 5-5-11, 8-11-11, 5-2-12, 7-1-13, 9-9-13, 8-26-14, 4-1-16, 4-1-17.
68A-9.005 Falconry.

(1) No person may possess any raptor for falconry purposes without a permit from the executive director, or as otherwise provided herein. No falconry permit will be issued to any person failing to qualify on a written examination prior to initial application, nor to any person under the age of 14. Raptor housing facilities and falconry equipment will be inspected and approved by Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission (hereafter FWC) personnel prior to the issuance of an initial falconry permit. No raptor may be taken, possessed or transported in violation of this section.

(2) Definitions ‒ For the purposes of this subchapter, the following definitions apply:

(a) “Aylmeri Jess” means a jess in which the anklet and jess are separate pieces. The anklet (around the leg of the bird) has a hole or grommet and the jess (the strap hanging from the anklet) is a separate piece with a button at one end that is threaded through the anklet.

(b) “Brancher” means a young raptor that has left the nest but is not yet capable of flight.

(c) “Captive-bred” means raptors, including eggs, hatched in captivity from parents that mated or otherwise transferred gametes in captivity.

(d) “Eyas” means a young raptor not yet capable of sustained flight such as a nestling or fledgling.

(e) “Falconry” means caring for, training, and transporting raptors for the pursuit of game and the hunting of game with raptors. Falconry includes the taking of raptors from the wild.

(f) “Giant Hood” means a ventilated box used to contain a falconry raptor for travel.

(g) “Hacking or Hack” means the temporary release of a raptor held for falconry to the wild so that it must survive on its own.

(h) “Haggard” means a wild adult raptor.

(i) “Hybrid” means the offspring of birds listed as two or more distinct species in 50 C.F.R. 10.13 or offspring of birds recognized by ornithological authorities as two or more distinct species listed in 50 C.F.R. 10.13.

(j) “Imprint” means a bird that is hand raised in isolation from the sight of other raptors from two weeks of age until it is fully feathered.

(k) “Passage” means a first-year raptor capable of sustained flight that is no longer dependent upon parental care and/or feeding.
(l) “Raptor” means all birds of the orders Falconiformes, Accipitriformes, and Strigiformes, commonly called falcons, hawks, eagles, ospreys, kites, harriers, and owls.

(m) “Resident facility” means a facility approved by FWC for the housing of raptors.

(n) “Service” means the Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of Interior.

(o) “Sponsor” means a Master or General (with at least two years of experience at the general level) falconer with a valid permit.

(3) Examination and classifications:

Written exams are given at each FWC regional office. The applicant must contact the regional office nearest his or her location to schedule a date and time to take the exam. At the time of exam, the applicant must submit the completed Application for Falconry Permit, FWCDLE_630IV (01/13), which is adopted and incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02478. The applicant will be notified in writing of his or her exam results. An applicant who scores at least 80 percent on the exam and meets the requirements will be classified as follows:

(a) Apprentice:

1. Permittee shall be at least 14 years old. A parent or legal guardian must sign the application of any applicant under 18 years of age and will be held legally responsible for the permittee’s activities.

2. Permittee shall be sponsored by a holder of a valid General or Master falconry permit for the first two years in which an Apprentice falconry permit is held. A letter must be provided, at the time of application from a Master or General falconer with a valid Florida falconry permit who has at least two years of experience at the General falconry level, stating that he or she will assist you, as necessary, in:

a. Learning about the husbandry and training of raptors held for falconry; and,
b. Learning about relevant wildlife laws and regulations; and,
c. Deciding what species of raptor is appropriate for you to possess while an Apprentice.

3. A sponsor may not have more than three apprentices at any one time.

4. Permittee may take and possess one wild-caught red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), red-shouldered hawk (Buteo lineatus), broad-winged hawk (Buteo platypterus), or Merlin (Falco columbarius).
5. Permittee may not obtain more than one raptor for replacement during any 12-month period.

6. Permittee may fly any captive bred raptor possessed by a General or Master falconer in the presence of the General or Master falconer.

(b) General:
1. Permittee shall be at least 18 years old and must submit a document from a General Falconer or Master Falconer (preferably your sponsor) to FWC stating that you have practiced falconry with raptors at the apprentice level or equivalent for at least 2 years including maintaining, training, flying, and hunting raptors for at least 4 months in each year. That practice may include capture and release of falconry raptors.
2. Permittee may possess no more than 3 raptors.
3. Permittee may not obtain more than two wild raptors for replacement birds during any 12-month period.

4. Permittee may take and possess any species of Falconiform, Accipitriform, or Strigiform except a bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), a golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), a white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), or a Stellar’s sea eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus).

5. Permittee may possess captive-bred individuals or hybrids of the species he/she is allowed to possess.

(c) Master:

1. Permittee shall have at least five years’ experience in the practice of falconry at the general level or equivalent including maintaining, training, flying, and hunting raptors for at least 4 months in each year.
2. Permittee may take and possess any species of Falconiform, Accipitriform or Strigiform except for a bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).

3. Permittee may possess no more than 5 wild raptors (no more than 3 of which may be golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos)) and any number of captive-bred raptors but they must be used in the pursuit of  game and hunting.

4. Permittee may possess any captive-bred individuals or hybirds of the species he/she is allowed to possess.

5. Permittee may not obtain more than two wild raptors for replacement birds during any 12-month period.

6. Permittee may possess a golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos), white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla), or a Stellar’s sea eagle (Haliaeetus pelagicus) as authorized provided:

a. Permittee shall demonstrate no less than one (1) year of substantial practical experience (to consist of no less than 1,000 hours) in the care, feeding, husbandry, handling and/or flying large raptors of the following species: eagle (all species), goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), Eurasian eagle owl (Bubo bubo), great horned owl (Bubo virginianus).

b. For purposes of demonstrating compliance, applicants shall submit documentation of such experience to include:

(I) A description of the specific experience acquired, including the species of raptors handled.

(II) The dates and times the experience was obtained and the specific location(s) where acquired.

(III) Additional documentation may include records of prior permits for the keeping of large raptors, employment records, and any other competent documentation of the requisite experience.

(IV) References of no less than two (2) individuals, no more than one of which may be a relative of the applicant, having personal knowledge of the applicant’s stated experience. One of these references must be a permitted falconer. These references must provide a concise history of the applicant’s experience with large raptors, which can include, but is not limited to, handling of raptors held by zoos, rehabilitating large raptors, or scientific studies involving large raptors. Each letter must also assess the applicant’s ability to care for eagles and fly them in falconry.

c. A permittee may possess up to 3 eagles, which count toward the 5 wild birds he/she is allowed to possess.

(4) Permit conditions:

(a) Permittee must have a valid and legible falconry permit in his or her immediate possession when away from the state-approved falconry facility, hereafter referred to as “resident facility,” and conducting activities related to the possession of the permit. These activities include trapping, transporting, working with, hunting with, or flying the falconry raptors.

(b) A permit is valid when issued and expires December 31 of the third calendar year after it is issued unless a different effective period is specified.

(c) Permittee must notify the FWC, Division of Law Enforcement, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600, in writing within five business days if the location of permittee’s raptor resident facility is changed.
(5) Reinstatement of a lapsed, suspended or revoked falconry permit and issuance of a permit to a new resident or visitor to the United States:

(a) A falconry permit which has lapsed for fewer than 5 years may be reinstated at the level held previously with proof of certification at that level.

(b) A falconry permit which has lapsed for 5 years or longer may be reinstated at the level held previously with proof of certification at that level and successful completion of the falconry exam with a score of at least 80 percent.

(c) The resident facility and equipment must be inspected and aproved by FWC personnel prior to the re-issuance of a permit that has lapsed longer than 2 years and before the permittee may possess a falconry bird.

(d) Any person whose falconry permit has been suspended or revoked, regardless of suspension or revocation period, may be reinstated at the level held previously with proof of certification at that level and successful completion of the falconry exam with a score of at least 80 percent, so long as they otherwise qualify for the permit. The resident facility and equipment must be inspected and approved by FWC personnel prior to the re-issuance of a permit.

(e) New residents seeking a permanent falconry permit or foreign visitors to the United States seeking a temporary Florida falconry permit must sucessfully complete the falconry exam with a score of at least 80 percent or better to demonstrate knowledge of Florida’s falconry laws and regulations. It will be at the discretion of the FWC to determine the classification level to which the permittee will be classified based on documentation on the permittee’s past experience and any previously held falconry permits.

(6) Facilities and equipment:

(a) Before a falconry permit is issued the applicant’s resident facility shall be inspected and certified by FWC personnel as meeting one or multiple of the following standards:

1. Outdoor (weathering) facilities shall be fenced and covered with netting, wire or roof. The enclosed area shall be large enough to ensure the bird can not strike the fence when flying from a perch. Adequate perches and protection from excessive sun, wind and inclement weather shall be provided for each bird.

2. Indoor facilities or mews shall be large enough to allow easy access for caring for the raptors housed in a facility. Multiple raptors may be housed together. Raptors that are compatable with each other may be housed together unteathered. Raptors that are not compatable with each other must be teathered or seperated by a partition. There shall be a suitable perch for each raptor and the mew must be large enough to permit flight of unteathered raptors, or if teathered to fully extend it’s wings or bate (attempt to fly while teathered) without damaging it’s feathers or contacting other raptors in the mew. There shall be at least one window protected by vertical bars spaced narrower than the width of the bird’s body, wooden or plastic lattice, or heavy duty netting, and a secure door that can be easily closed. The floor of the mews shall permit easy cleaning and shall be well drained.

3. Permittee may keep a falconry raptor or raptors inside a place of residence if the raptor is provided a suitable perch or perches. Permittee is not required to modify windows or other openings of the structure. Raptors kept in the home must be teathered unless being moved into or out of the location in which they are kept. Raptors kept in these conditions must have access to outdoor facility of acceptable design which provides a suitable perch, water and protection from predators both wild and domestic, or raptors must be weathered outdoors under direct supervision to provide for protection from predators both wild and domestic.

4. An eyas may be kept in any suitable container or enclosure until it is capable of flight.

(b) Resident facilities on property not owned by the permittee:

1. Resident facilities must meet the standards in this rule; and,
2. Permittee must submit to FWC a signed and dated statement showing that the permittee and the property owner agree that the falconry facilities, equipment, and raptors may be inspected without advance notice by FWC personnel at any reasonable time of day.

(c) Equipment; minimum standards – The applicant shall possess:

1. Jesses – one pair of Aylmeri jesses or similar type, constructed of pliable, high-quality leather or suitable synthetic material.

2. Leashes and swivels – one flexible, weather-resistant leash and one strong swivel of acceptable falconry design. Snap-type swivels, such as harness snaps, are not considered adequate.

3. Bath container – one suitable container two to six inches deep and wider than the length of the raptor.

4. Outdoor perches – one weathering area of acceptable design for each raptor.

5. Weighing device – a scale graduated to increments of not more than 1/2 ounce.

(7) Temporary holding facilities:

A raptor may be transported or held in temporary facilities for a period not to exceed 60 days. Such facilities shall be provided with an adequate perch and protected from extremes in temperatures, excessive disturbance and wild or domestic predators.

(8) Care of Falconry Raptors:

(a) A permittee must keep all raptors held under his or her falconry permit in humane and healthful conditions. All facilities and equipment shall be kept in a serviceable, safe and sanitary manner. Clean water shall be provided for bathing and drinking. Tethering areas shall be free of obstructions that might entangle the raptor, and must provide protection from wild or domestic predators.

(b) Falconry raptors may be temporarily teathered outside in the open during daylight hours only if they are under watch by the permittee or another person.

(c) Care of falconry raptors by someone other than the permittee:

1. A falconer may care for raptor(s) that are registered under another falconers permit for up to 120 consecutive calendar days at either his/her resident facility if the facility is appropriate to possess the species, or at the resident facility of the other falconer. If the falconer providing temporary care to the raptor(s) is of the appropriate classification level, he/she may fly the raptor(s) in whatever way authorized by the permittee, including hunting. This authorization may be extended with FWC Division of Law Enforcement approval.

2. The falconer providing temporary care must have a signed and dated statement from the other falconer including information about the time period he/she is allowed to keep the raptor and must have a copy of the original Migratory Bird Acquisition And Disposition Report, 3-186A form that shows the other falconer as the possesor of the raptor(s).

3. A person who does not hold a falconry permit may care for falconry raptor(s) at the permittee’s resident facilities for 45 consecutive days. The person caring for the falconry raptor(s) may not fly them for any reason. This authorization may be extended with FWC, Division of Law Enforcement approval in extenuating circumstances.

(d) A General or Master falconer may assist a permitted migratory bird rehabilitator to condition raptors in preparation for their release to the wild. The raptors may be maintained at the falconer’s resident facility.

1. The rehabilitator must provide written documentation that identifies the raptor(s) and explains that the falconer is assisting in the raptor’s rehabilitation.

2. The raptors will remain under the migratory bird rehabilitator’s permit.

3. The raptors will be released to the wild or returned to the rehabilitator within the 180 time frame the rehabilitator is authorized to possess the bird. Any release will be coordinated with the rehabilitator.

(9) Inspections:

(a) A FWC representative shall inspect the applicant’s facility for keeping the raptor prior to the issuance of a falconry permit and shall report the conditions observed. Periodic inspections shall be made thereafter, and the inspector shall make written reports thereof to the executive director. Refusal to permit inspection of facilities may result in denial of issuance or revocation of the raptor permit.

(b) In the event an inspection report indicates mistreatment or lack of adequate facilities to properly care for any raptor and if, following notice, the permittee fails to correct the deficiency within 48 hours, the executive director may revoke the falconry permit and confiscate any raptors in possession.

(10) Marking:

(a) A falconer may not possess a peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus), a gyrfalcon (Falco rusticolus), a goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), or a Harris’s hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus) for falconry purposes unless the bird is banded with a seamless numbered band, or a permanent nonreusable band provided by the Service. The permittee may also implant an ISO (International Organization for Standardization) – compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip at his or her expense.

(b) A raptor bred in captivity must be marked with a seamless metal band. The permittee may also implant an ISO-compliant (134.2 kHz) microchip at his or her expense.

(c) The alteration, counterfeiting or defacing of a band is prohibited, except that a permittee may remove the rear tab on a band and may smooth any imperfect surface provided that the integrity of the marker and its number are not altered.

(d) For bands that cause problems or exceptions to the above requirements, a request for variance from rule may be made in writing to FWC Division of Law Enforcement, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600.

(11) Capturing, releasing, and transporting raptors:

(a) Capturing:

1. A permittee may not intentionally capture a raptor species that he/she is not allowed to possess depending on the classification level. Captured birds not allowed by classification level must be released immediately.

2. Raptors removed from the wild are always considered wild raptors.

3. Up to two young birds not yet capable of flight (eyases) or capable of flight but still associated with the nest (branchers) may only be taken by a general or master falconer. The season is year round. When taking an eyas, the permittee must leave at least one young bird in the nest or aerie.

4. First year (passage) birds may be taken only during the period of August 15 through February 15.

5. A raptor wearing falconry equipment or otherwise identifiable as a falconry bird may be retrapped at any time.

a. The raptor does not count against the permittee’s possession or take limit while in temporary custody.

b. The raptor must be returned to the owner if the owner is known and may lawfully possess it. If the owner cannot be determined or cannot possess the raptor, the falconer must contact FWC to determine disposition of the raptor.

c. A falconer can retrap a bird he or she has lost at any time.

d. A banded peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus) may not be taken from the wild.

e. A captured raptor marked with a research band or marking, or a transmitter must be reported to the Federal Bird Banding Laboratory at (800)327-2263.

6. Only a great horned owl (Bubo virginianus) or an American kestrel (F.s. sparverius) may be taken when over one year old.

7. The (F.s. sparverius) subspecies of the American kestrel for falconry may be taken during the period of September 15 through January 15.

8. Take of the southeastern American kestrel (F.s. paulus) for falconry will require an imperiled species intentional take permit, unless take is permitted by the Service pursuant to subsection 68A-27.007(1), F.A.C.

9. Pursuant to federal and state requirements for threatened species, a General or Master falconer may take no more than one raptor of a federally threatened species and one raptor of state threatened species from the wild each year. The falconer must obtain a federal and/or state endangered species permit before taking the raptor.

10. A raptor injured due to trapping efforts may be kept under the falconer’s permit as authorized by his or her classification level, and must be immediately treated by a veterinarian or given to a permitted wildlife rehabilitator.

11. A permittee is not authorized to capture, release, or hunt on public lands if it is prohibited on those lands or on private property without permisson from the landowner or custodian. The take of falconry birds from public right of ways is permitted persuant to subsection 68A-4.008(1), F.A.C.  

12. A resident of a state other than Florida who holds a valid falconry permit in their state of residence may take raptors in Florida, and possess and transport raptors so taken, under authority of a permit issued by the executive director. A request for raptor take permits from nonresidents shall include a copy of the applicant’s falconry permit; a list of the species, number, and age of raptors proposed to be taken; a list of all other raptors held under the applicant’s falconry permit; and a description of the general area where raptors are proposed to be taken. Permit issuance will be based on consideration of the population status of the species requested; whether or not the species requested is listed by FWC or the Service as threatened, endangered, or of special concern; the number of raptors to be taken; and the permit class of the applicant. Applicants for nonresident raptor take permits shall adhere to the restrictions on take and possession limits for Florida residents as provided in this rule section, and shall submit to FWC, Division of Law Enforcement, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600, a list of all raptors taken and the location(s) where they were captured within 10 days of take.

13. The take of peregrine falcons (Falco peregrinus) is prohibited except as authorized by permit from the executive director and consistent with the most recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Final Environmental Assessment and Management Plan for Peregrine Falcons, August 2008 (incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02463). The FWC shall randomly select applications and issue permits annually. Priority for receiving a permit shall be given to Florida residents. Only one application may be submitted per applicant each year.

14. Applicants for permits to take imperiled species must follow guidelines outlined in paragraph 68A-27.007(2)(a), F.A.C.

15. The take of burrowing owls (Athene cunicularia) for falconry is prohibited.

(b) Releasing:

1. No permittee may release a species that is not native to Florida into the wild. The raptor must be transferred to another qualified falconry permittee or another person or entity licensed or permitted to possess the species.

2. Hybrid raptors may not be permanently released into the wild. When flown free, a hybrid raptor must have at least two attached radio transmitters to increase the likelihood of recovery.

3. A captive-bred raptor may only be released if the species is native to Florida and if the permittee is given permission by the Executive Director. The permittee must make the request in writing to: FWC, Division of Law Enforcement, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600. If permitted to release the raptor, the permittee must hack the bird to the wild at an appropriate time of year at an appropriate location. This release must be reported to the Service and FWC within 10 business days. 

4. A General or Master falconer is allowed to hack a falconry bird as a method of training.

(c) Transporting: When a permittee is transporting a raptor for hunting, he/she must ensure that the bird has a suitable perch and is protected from extreme temperatures, wind, and excessive disturbance. A “giant hood” or similar container is acceptable for transporting or housing a raptor when away from the resident facilities.

(12) Transferring raptors:

(a) A permittee may transfer a wild raptor to another falconry permittee in the State without special authorization. A permittee may trade or transfer a wild raptor to another permittee in an interstate transaction if allowed by the recipient’s State, but no money or other consideration may be involved in the transaction.

(b) A permittee may purchase, barter, or offer to sell, purchase, or barter a captive-bred raptor marked with a seamless band to another permittee who is authorized to possess it.

(c) Permittee may acquire a raptor of any age of a species that he or she is allowed to possess directly from a rehabilitator. Transfer to that permittee is at the discretion of the rehabilitator. A raptor aquired from a rehabilitator will count as one of the raptors the permittee is allowed to take from the wild that year.

(d) Transfer of falconry birds for propagation purposes:

1. A wild falconry bird may be transferred to a raptor propagation permit after the bird has been used in falconry for at least 2 years and 1 year for a sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter striatus), Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii), merlin (Falco columbarius), or American kestrel (F.s. sparverius) or less than one year if the bird has been injured and has been determined by a veterinarian or rehabilitator that it can no longer be flown in falconry. The transfer must be reported to the Service pursuant to paragraph (13)(a), of this rule. Both parties must report the transfer/acquisition. If the bird is transferred due to injury, a copy of the certification of injury from a veterinarian or a rehabilitator must also be provided.

2. Captive-bred falconry raptors may be transferred to another permit that is authorized to possess that species of bird. The transfer must be reported to the Service within 10 days via form 3-186A.

3. Raptors held for falconry purposes may be used in captive propagation with a Raptor Propagation Permit from the Service. The falconry raptor does not need to be transferred to the propagation permit if it is used for fewer than 8 months in a year in captive propagation. If the bird is permanently transferred to propagation, then the bird must also be transferred to that permit and banded as in 50 C.F.R. part 21.30.
(13) Reporting and Record Keeping:
(a) Any acquisition, transfer, release, rebanding, microchipping, escape, death or theft must be reported by the permittee within 10 days by entering the required information in the electronic database at http://permits.fws.gov/186A or under special circumstances by submitting the Service’s Migratory Bird Acquisition And Disposition Report, 3-186A (rev. 9/2010), which is adopted and incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02465. The paper form may be submitted to FWC, Division of Law Enforcement, 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600. FWC will promptly enter the data on the paper form into the Service’s 3-186A system.

(b) A lost or removed band must be reported to the Service within 5 days, and upon rebanding the raptor, the required information must be reported to the Service immediately persuant to paragraph (13)(a), of this rule.

(c) Capture of a raptor wearing falconry equipment or otherwise marked must be reported to FWC within 5 days.

(d) Record of acquisition must be retained by the falconer. The records shall be legibly written or reproducible in English and shall be maintained for five years from the date of expiration of the permit. Records of transfer, loss, or death must be retained for 5 years after the transfer loss or death.

(14) Miscellaneous rules for Falconry:

(a) Feathers and disposition of carcasses of falconry birds that die:

1. Feathers may not be bought, sold or bartered. Feathers that are molted or feathers from deceased falconry raptors except Golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) may be retained and exchanged by permittees only for imping purposes. Feathers may be donated to Native Americans or other qualified permittees or institutions.

2. Carcasses of Golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) and all parts thereof, must be sent to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Eagle Repository, Rocky Mountain Arsenal, Building 128, Commerce City, Colorado 80022.

3. Carcasses of any other species of falconry raptor or feathers may be kept or donated to any person or institution authorized by the Service to acquire and possess such parts or feathers or exempt from such authorization. If the falconry raptor was banded or had a microchip implanted prior to its death the body may be mounted for use in conservation education programs. The band must stay with the body and if implanted with a microchip the microchip must remain in place.

4. Feathers or carcasses not retained or donated must be burned, buried or otherwise destroyed within 10 days.
(b) A nonresident falconer may possess and transport a raptor or raptors used for falconry purposes in Florida with no additional authorization, provided that he or she carries a falconry permit that is valid for his or her state of residence.

(c) A resident or non-resident falconer must possess a valid Florida Hunting License and all other applicable licensing appropriate to the desired hunting activity while hunting in Florida.

(d) Regardless of differences in laws between states, a permittee must adhere to the laws listed in this rule when practicing falconry in Florida.

(e) Falconers must also comply with the Service’s regulations regarding the use and possession of raptors that are not mentioned in this rule.

(f) In practicing falconry, a permittee must ensure that his or her activities do not cause the take of Federally or State listed Threatened or Endangered species.

(g) Prey killed by a falconry bird without intent by the permittee including an animal taken outside of the regular hunting season may be fed on by the falconry raptor but the animal may not be taken into the possession of the falconer. Federally or State listed Threatened or Endangered species accidentally taken by a falconry raptor must be reported immediately to the Service and FWC, including the location of the accidental take.

(h) A permittee may participate in the take of a bird for which a depredation order is in place, but may not be paid for doing so.

(i) Master and General class falconers may conduct abatement activities with raptors possessed for falconry purposes in accordance with a valid Abatement Permit issued by the Service.

(j) If a permittee dies, a surviving spouse, executor, administrator, or other legal representative may transfer any bird held by that permittee to another authorized permittee within 90 days of the death of the falconer. After 90 days, the disposition of a bird held under the permit is at the discretion of the FWC.

(k) A permitted falconer who wish to sell captive bred raptors or exhibit wildlife must obtain a valid Exhibition and Sale License.
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68A-9.006 Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit.

(1) No person shall possess any sick, injured, orphaned, or otherwise impaired wildlife for rehabilitation purposes without a permit from the executive director in accordance with this rule section.

(2) A federal permit authorizing rehabilitation of migratory birds, approved by the director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, is required if possessing migratory birds for rehabilitation purposes.

(3) Application requirements:

(a) An applicant shall make written application to the Commission by completing the Joint State/Federal Special Purpose Permit Application for Wildlife and Migratory Bird Rehabilitation application form, FWCDLE 617, (dated 07/31/09 and incorporated herein by reference). Such application form shall be available at the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s Tallahassee and regional offices, or at http://www.myfwc.com/RULESAND REGS/Rules_Captive_index.htm. An applicant must be 18 years of age, or older.

(b) An applicant shall include in the permit application the name, address and telephone number of a veterinarian, who will assist the applicant by providing consulting and referral services regarding rehabilitation and treatment.

(c) After December 31, 1994, any person not permitted as a wildlife rehabilitator in the State of Florida shall obtain a wildlife rehabilitator’s permit to perform wildlife rehabilitation services and shall qualify for a permit by one of the following methods:

1. Experience requirement: Applicants shall have no less than one (1) year of experience (consisting of no less than 1,000 hours) in the care of sick, injured, orphaned, or otherwise impaired wildlife. Applicants shall submit written documentation of such experience, including a description of the specific experience acquired, and the dates and location where acquired. In addition, the application shall submit references from no less than two individuals, one of whom shall be a permitted rehabilitator, who shall state, based upon personal knowledge, that the applicant possesses the stated experience. Additional documentation may consist of records of prior permits for rehabilitation issued by other states or the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, employment records of wildlife rehabilitative facilities, or other competent documentation of experience.

2. Written examination: If the applicant is unable to document the requisite experience, the applicant may substitute for said experience by successful completion of a written examination administered by the Division of Law Enforcement. Upon receipt of an application, the Commission will notify the applicant of the time and place of the next scheduled rehabilitation examination. Applicants scoring at least 80 percent on the examination shall be approved for a permit, subject to a satisfactory inspection of the permittee’s rehabilitation facility.

(d) An applicant for a permit shall provide satisfactory caging and other facilities to humanely house and treat wildlife within thirty (30) days of notification of approval of the application, unless otherwise specified in the Commission facility inspection report issued pursuant to subsection (3).

(e) A rehabilitation permit is not required for care or treatment of exotic or non-native wildlife, provided that persons possessing Class I, Class II or Class III exotic wildlife are licensed according to Rule 68A-6.002, F.A.C.; and persons possessing venomous reptiles or reptiles of concern are licensed in accordance with Rule 68A-6.007, F.A.C. Sick or injured exotic or non-native wildlife shall not be commingled in the same cage or enclosure with sick, injured or otherwise impaired native wildlife.

(f) Exotic or non-native wildlife or domestic animals may be used for fostering orphaned native wildlife.
(g) In addition to the above requirements, applications shall be subject to general application requirements and standards of Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C.

(4) The inspection requirements for wildlife rehabilitation facilities are as follows:

(a) Commission personnel shall inspect and approve an applicant’s facility for keeping sick and injured wildlife and shall submit a written report to the inspections coordinator prior to the issuance of a rehabilitation permit. In the event an inspection report reveals that the facility is inadequate to properly care for wildlife, the applicant shall have 30 days from notification to correct these deficiencies. The applicant may then request a reinspection for approval of the facility after the 30-day period.

(b) Commission personnel may enter and inspect a permittee’s rehabilitation facility to determine whether or not the permittee is in compliance with applicable laws and regulations. Complete, accurate written records shall be kept by the permittee and shall be made available for examination by Commission personnel.

(c) If an inspection of a rehabilitation facility reveals a violation of Commission regulations governing wildlife, the Commission shall require compliance as to pen specification and caging requirements in accordance with Chapter 68A-6, F.A.C. If such violations pose an immediate threat to the proper recovery or health of the wildlife, at the direction of the Commission, the wildlife shall be removed and relocated to an approved facility or released.

(5) Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation.

(a) Care, disposition, dispersal, or release of wildlife, their carcasses, parts, products or progeny shall be as follows:

1. Wildlife possessed for rehabilitation purposes may be held no longer than 180 days before it must be released, transferred or euthanized. Wildlife shall be rehabilitated in such a manner as to be able and ready to survive release into the wild. Species of native wildlife that fully recover shall be released into the wild, except American alligators and American crocodiles. Fully recovered individual animals of these species must be placed into a properly licensed exhibition, educational, or breeding facility as directed by commission personnel. The release of native wildlife shall occur at or near the point of capture, or onto habitat where such wildlife naturally occur, and which will biologically support the species.

2. Wildlife may be retained for rehabilitation purposes longer than the 180-day period in instances where a licensed veterinarian has certified that a longer holding period is necessary in the interest of the health and welfare of the wildlife. Medical records concerning all wildlife for which an extension of the 180-day period is obtained shall be maintained at the facility and made available for inspection, upon request, by Commission personnel.

3. Wildlife undergoing rehabilitation or medical treatment shall not be exhibited. Permittees may keep wildlife with permanent physical impairments for educational display under permit in accordance with Section 379.3761, F.S., and Chapter 68A-6, F.A.C.

4. When wildlife has been diagnosed as “psychologically impaired or imprinted” by an independent rehabilitator and a veterinarian it shall not be considered non-releasable unless such finding is approved by the Commission.

5. When wildlife has been diagnosed as “physically impaired” it shall be evaluated by an independent rehabilitator or veterinarian and an authorized Commission representative before it is considered to be non-releasable due to its physical impairment.

6. Permittees shall place non-releasable wildlife in a properly licensed exhibition, educational, or breeding facility.

7. Wildlife may be transferred or relocated to other licensed rehabilitation facilities at the discretion of the Commission to facilitate alternative treatments and optimum care.

8. When euthanasia of wildlife is necessary, euthanasia shall be humane.

(b) All permanently impaired wildlife kept by the permittee shall be maintained in enclosures that meet or exceed the minimum pen specifications of Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C., except as otherwise authorized by the Commission. Permittees shall not transfer wildlife to unauthorized individuals without first obtaining prior approval from the Commission.

(c) Unless otherwise authorized by subsection (4), or the permit, Commission approval must be obtained prior to the disposition or dispersal of wildlife, their carcasses, parts, products or progeny thereof, possessed under the provision of this permit.

(d) Birds and other animals that die while in the custody of the permittee shall be completely destroyed or, subject to the approval of the Commission, be offered to a museum, university or other educational facility.

(e) All permittees shall keep a daily log on each animal entering the facility for treatment. The log shall include a record of the animal’s treatment, condition, and disposition. Such records shall be subject to inspection by Commission personnel. Permittees shall submit reports of such records to the Commission upon request.

(f) Wildlife shall be cared for at the facility listed in the wildlife rehabilitator permit, except under the following circumstances:

1. The volume of wildlife needing care is beyond the capacity of the permittee’s facilities, or

2. When continuous care of wildlife is required, or

3. Insufficient space is available for volunteers to work with the number of wildlife requiring treatment, or
4. When a raptor has been temporarily given to a General or Master Falconer in order to condition the raptor in preparation for its release to the wild.
Under these conditions, volunteer workers may care for specimens off-premise on a temporary basis. Each permittee is authorized to have up to ten (10) volunteers to aid in the off-premise rehabilitation of wildlife. A current listing of the name and address of off-premise volunteers shall be kept by the permittee. Upon submission of biannual permit renewal information to the Commission, permittees shall submit a listing of all off-premise volunteers who have assisted the facility during the permit period. Volunteers keeping migratory birds off-premise shall record their daily work time in a log book on a daily basis. Those volunteers who care for native mammals only are not required to record daily work time. All volunteers are responsible for maintaining a log of the animals cared for off-premise, to include a record of treatment, condition, and disposition. Volunteers shall possess a copy of the rehabilitation permit when temporarily possessing wildlife off-premise. The permittee shall be fully responsible for the volunteer’s treatment and possession of the wildlife.

(g) Permittees may Transfer Raptors to a General or Master Falconer.
1. A permittee may temporarily transfer raptors to an individual who holds a valid General or Master Falconry permit for the falconer to assist in conditioning the raptors for release to the wild. For falconers assisting the permittee:

a. The permittee must provide the falconer with a letter or form that identifies the bird and explains that the falconer is assisting in its rehabilitation.

b. The falconer does not need to meet the rehabilitator facility standards. The falconer must meet the facility standards of a falconer.

c. The falconer does not have to add the raptor possessed for rehabilitation purposes to his or her falconry permit; it will remain under the permit of the rehabilitator.

d. Upon coordination with the permittee, the falconer must release all releaseable raptors to the wild or return them to the permitee for release within the 180-day timeframe in which the permittee is authorized to possess the birds, unless the Commission authorizes the falconer to retain and condition a bird for longer than 180 days, or unless the permittee transfers the bird to the falconer to hold under his/her falconry permit.

2. Permittees may transfer raptors to a General or Master Falconer in order to add the raptor to the falconer’s permit.

a. The falconer may acquire a raptor of any age of a species that he/she is permitted to possess directly from a rehabilitator. Transfer to the falconer is at the discretion of the rehabilitator.

b. The transfer would be required to be reported pursuant to paragraph 68A-9.005(13)(a), F.A.C.

c. If the falconer acquires a bird from a rehabilitator, it will count as one of the raptors the falconer is authorized to take from the wild that year.

(h) All wildlife shall be kept in accordance with general requirements governing captive wildlife, pens and caging set forth in Rules 68A-6.004, 68A-6.0041, 68A-6.0023 and 68A-9.005, F.A.C.

(i) Wildlife shall be maintained in humane conditions and within compatible groups, provided with appropriate food, and kept in sanitary manner to provide optimum conditions for recovery. Cages or enclosures housing wildlife shall be constructed so as to prevent escape and protect the caged animal from injury. Such cages or enclosures shall be free of sharp edges, projections, or objects detrimental to the animal(s) safety, or, objects that impede the movement of the animal(s).

(j) Permittees shall not refuse to accept wildlife in need of care, except when:

1. The permittee does not have appropriate space or facilities, or

2. The permittee lacks experience or expertise with the species of wildlife so as to present a danger to the wildlife, the permittee or the public. However, the permittee shall provide referrals to the nearest rehabilitator where appropriate care may be provided.

(k) Permittees receiving any species classified as state endangered shall notify the Tallahassee office of the Commission’s Division of Law Enforcement within seventy-two (72) hours of the receipt of the wildlife.

(l) Permittees or their volunteers shall not require a fee associated with wildlife rehabilitation services, nor shall permittees or their volunteers require fees for rehabilitation services, including the pick-up, delivery, or acceptance, of sick, injured, orphaned or otherwise impaired wildlife. This limitation shall not apply to professional fees charged by a licensed veterinarian.

(m) Permittees or their volunteers shall not represent themselves as agents of the Commission. Permittees or their volunteers shall not enter upon the property of another for the purpose of taking possession of wildlife unless authorized by the owner, lessee, or custodian of the property.

(n) A permit is valid when issued and expires December 31, of the second calendar year after issuance, unless otherwise specified for migratory birds by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

(6) Under certain emergency conditions, such as oil spills, hurricanes, floods, and other natural or manmade disasters, the Commission may impose additional restrictions or provide for permit exemptions as may be necessary to safeguard affected wildlife such as, but not limited to, the coordination and direction of rehabilitation permittees and their facilities, the assignment of zones for implementing rehabilitative services, and the authorization of additional volunteers to aid in the capture and treatment of wildlife.

(7) The permit may be subject to revocation, suspension, or non-renewal in accordance with Rule 68-1.010, F.A.C.
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68A-9.007 Special-use Permits; Short-term Use Permits; Fees; Special-Opportunity Hunting and Fishing.

Special-use permits, short-term use permits, and fees for such permits are hereby established as follows:

(1) Limited entry (special hunting and fishing) opportunities for which special-use permits are required shall be established by rule or, for small-game areas, by order of the Executive Director pursuant to Rule 68A-13.007, F.A.C., subject to the following provisions:

(a) Special-opportunity hunting and fishing shall be established on land owned, leased or managed by the Commission or the State of Florida based on its suitability as determined by relative abundance of fish and game species, habitat availability, and accessibility of the area for public use.

(b) There shall be no exemptions to the requirement for a special-use permit for limited entry (special hunting and fishing) opportunities.

(c) A management area permit shall not be required for special-opportunity hunting or fishing.

(d) Special-use permits shall be valid only for the dates and times specified on the permit.

(e) Special-use permits shall be transferable, except that special-use bear permits shall not be transferable and special-opportunity dove hunt permits shall not be transferable after the date and time they become effective.

(2) The Commission establishes fees for special-use permits and non-refundable application fees for limited entry (special hunting and fishing) opportunities as follows:
(a) Special-opportunity hunting and fishing permits:
1. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the fee for a special-opportunity deer hunt permit is $175 for 7 days and the application fee is $5.

a. The fee for a special-opportunity deer hunt permit for Ft. Drum Wildlife Management Area is $50.

b. The fee for a special-opportunity deer hunt permit for Green Swamp WMA (West Unit) and Lake Panasoffkee WMA is $100 each.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the fee for a special-opportunity turkey hunt permit is $175 for 7 days and the application fee is $5.

a. The fee for a special-opportunity turkey hunt permit for Ft. Drum WMA is $50.

b. The fee for a special-opportunity turkey hunt permit for Green Swamp WMA (West Unit) and Lake Panasoffkee WMA is $100 each.

3. The fee for a special-opportunity dove hunt permit is $35 per day. Under a special-opportunity dove hunt permit, one minor under 16 years of age may accompany an adult permittee and may hunt under the supervision and in the presence of the permittee as specified in Section 790.22, F.S., provided that the permittee and minor may each take one daily bag limit of doves. Notwithstanding other provisions in this chapter, the minor shall be considered to be in possession of a permit for the purpose of access to the special-opportunity dove hunt.

4. The fee for an annual special-opportunity dove field permit is $150. Under the annual permit, one minor child under 16 years of age may accompany an adult permittee and may hunt under the supervision and in the presence of the permittee as specified in Section 790.22, F.S., provided that the permittee and minor may each take one daily bag limit of doves. This permit shall be non-transferable and shall be valid only for the dove field specified. A minimum of one-half of the daily quota for each special-opportunity dove field will be available as annual permits.

5. Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, the fee for a special-opportunity hog hunt permit is $50 per day and the application fee is $5.

6. The fee for a special-opportunity fishing permit is $50 per day and the application fee is $5.

7. The fee for a special-opportunity quail hunt permit is $100 per day and the application fee is $5.

8. The fee for a special-opportunity released-quail hunt permit is $100 for 4 days, and the application fee is $5.

(b) Special-use bear permit:
1. The fee for a special-use bear permit for a resident to take bears in this state pursuant to Rule 68A-13.004, F.A.C., is $100.
2. The fee for a special-use bear permit for a non-resident to take bears in this state pursuant to Rule 68A-13.004, F.A.C., is $300.
3. There shall be no application fee for a special-use bear permit and applications must be submitted by 11:59 p.m. the day prior to the bear season as established in Rule 68A-13.004, F.A.C.
(3) Short-term use permits are hereby established to hunt, fish or otherwise use for any outdoor recreational purposes, land owned, leased or managed by the Commission or the State of Florida for the use and benefit of the Commission as specified below. Such permits are required for these uses on the specified areas in addition to other licenses, permits and stamps required by law, except that short-term permits shall not be required for persons possessing an annual management area permit and as otherwise specified below.

(4) The Commission establishes short-term permits and fees as follows:

(a) Tenoroc Public Use Area.

1. A daily-use permit for outdoor recreational activities other than hunting is $3.

2. For groups of 25 to 100 people, a daily-use permit is $75.

3. For groups of 101 people or more, a daily-use permit is $150.

4. The following persons are excluded from the management area permit or short-term use permit requirements:

a. Persons participating in Commission-sponsored meetings or activities.

b. Persons exempt from management area permit requirements by Section 379.353, F.S.

c. The spouse or dependent children of persons in possession of a management area permit while traveling in the same vehicle or in the company of the permit holder provided any spouse and children are not taking fish or wildlife except as provided by sub-subparagraph a. or b., above.
d. Persons entering the area to access the shooting range facility.
e. Persons entering the area to take alligators when participating in an alligator hunt.
(b) Andrews WMA, Three Lakes WMA, Fred C. Babcock/Cecil M. Webb WMA, Chassahowitzka WMA, J.W. Corbett WMA, and those portions of Hilochee WMA in Lake county.

1. A daily-use permit for outdoor recreational activities other than hunting is $3 per person or $6 per non-commercial vehicle.

2. For groups of 25 to 100 people, a daily-use permit is $75.

3. For groups of 101 people or more, a daily-use permit is $150.

4. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons participating in Commission-sponsored meetings or activities.

5. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons using the Florida Trail for through-hiking.

6. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons exempt from management area permit requirements by Section 379.353, F.S.

7. A daily-use permit shall not be required for the spouse or dependent children of persons in possession of a management area permit while traveling in the same vehicle or in the company of the permit holder.

(c) Tosohatchee WMA.

1. A daily-use permit for all outdoor recreational activities (including camping) other than hunting is $3 per person.

2. For bicyclists and pedestrians, a daily-use permit is $1.

3. For groups of 25 or more people, a daily-use permit is $50.

4. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons participating in Commission-sponsored meetings or activities.

5. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons using the Florida Trail for through-hiking.

6. A daily-use permit shall not be required for persons exempt from management area permit requirements by Section 379.353, F.S.

7. A daily-use permit shall not be required for the spouse or dependent children of persons in possession of a management area permit while traveling in the same vehicle or in the company of the permit holder.

(d) To facilitate certain recreational activities including, but not limited to, public shooting ranges, camping, and paddling, short-term permit fees may be established and administered through negotiated contracts with private vendors in accordance with Chapter 287, F.S. Such short-term permit fees established in this manner, shall be required in lieu of an annual management area permit or other short-term use permits.
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68A-9.008 Permits for Physically Disabled.

The executive director or his designee may issue permits, to persons who are permanently physically disabled as described below, for activities which would otherwise be regulated or prohibited by these rules. Such permits shall be conditioned as necessary to protect natural resources and to regulate access in accordance with management plans and policies for the area. Individuals not meeting the criteria for a permit set forth in this rule may request accommodation through the process established by the agency:

(1) Crossbow permits. Permits to use crossbows during an archery season will be issued based upon a determination that the applicant has submitted an original certificate from a licensed physician certifying that the individual is permanently incapable of drawing any type of bow with a minimum draw weight of 40 lbs.

(2) Special use vehicle permits. Permits to operate vehicles otherwise permitted by rule, on roads not open to the public, will be issued based upon a determination that the applicant has submitted an original certificate from a licensed physician certifying that the individual is permanently disabled in a way which renders normal walking impossible; or a copy of a valid, State-issued, permanent disability parking placard or card and the identification used to obtain the placard or card.
(3) Alternative mobility permits. Permits to operate an all-terrain vehicle will be issued based upon a determination that the applicant has submitted an original certificate from a licensed physician certifying that the individual is mobility impaired in that he or she is one of the following: paraplegic, hemiplegic, quadriplegic, permanently dependent upon a wheelchair for ambulation, permanently required to use braces or prosthesis on both legs, or complete single-leg amputation above the knee. “All-terrain vehicle” shall be as defined in Rule 68A-1.004, F.A.C., provided that no two-wheeled or two-cycle vehicles will be permitted.

(4) Mobility-impaired quota permits. No person shall be eligible for issuance of a mobility-impaired quota permit unless the person has obtained a mobility-impaired identification card. A mobility-impaired identification card may be obtained by submitting a completed mobility-impaired eligibility certification application (Form QA-801, effective 9/2008, which is hereby incorporated by reference) to the Commission. Certification as mobility-impaired shall be restricted to persons who are paraplegic, hemiplegic, or quadriplegic, permanently dependent upon a wheelchair for ambulation, permanently required to use assisting aids to walk, permanently required to use braces or prosthesis on both legs, or who have had complete single-leg amputation above the knee.
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 168A-9.010 Taking Nuisance Wildlife.

Any person owning property may take nuisance wildlife or they may authorize another person to take nuisance wildlife on their behalf except those species listed in subsection (1), below, on their property by any method except those methods listed in subsection (2), below. Persons responsible for government owned property are considered “landowners” for the purpose of this rule. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the executive director or a designee may issue permits authorizing the take of additional species of wildlife, additional methods of take or alternative forms of disposition and transportation for justifiable purposes pursuant to Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C., provided authorizations shall be denied or revoked upon reasonable conclusion that the requested or permitted activity would be detrimental to fish and wildlife resources or public health and safety.

(1) Wildlife that may not be taken as nuisance wildlife:

(a) Species listed in Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C.

(b) The following mammals:

1. Black bear.

2. Deer.

3. Bats – Except that bats may be taken either when:

a. The take is incidental to the use of an exclusion device, a device which allows escape from and blocks re-entry into a roost site located within a structure, or incidental to the use of a registered chemical repellant, at any time from August 15 to April 15, or

b. The take is incidental to permanent repairs which prohibit the egress of bats from a roost site located within a structure provided an exclusion device as described in sub-subparagraph a., above, is used for a minimum of four consecutive days/nights for which the low temperature is forecasted by the U.S. National Weather Service to remain above 50° F prior to repairs and during the time-period specified.

4. Bobcat – Except that a bobcat may be taken, as provided by subsections (2), (3) and (4), below, when it causes or is about to cause property damage, or presents a threat to public safety. Euthanasia of any live captured bobcat is prohibited and any live captured bobcat shall be released as provided by subsection (3).
(c) The following birds:

1. All birds listed in 50 C.F.R. §10.13 as protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act unless the take is authorized by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service by a permit or depredation order.

2. Bobwhite quail.

3. Wild turkey.

(2) Methods that may not be used to take nuisance wildlife:

(a) Gun and light.

(b) Steel traps.

(c) Live traps and snares unless they are visited at intervals not exceeding 24 hours.

(d) Poison, other than those pesticides that are registered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services without additional authorizations and are only used in a manner consistent with the product labeling.

(e) Bat exclusion devices or any other intentional use of a device or material at a roost site which may prevent or inhibit the free ingress and/or egress of bats from April 16 through August 14.

(f) Any method prohibited pursuant to Section 828.12, F.S.

(3) Disposition of live-captured nuisance wildlife.
(a) Wildlife live captured by any method shall be released or euthanized within 24 hours following capture or inspection of a trapping device containing wildlife, provided any species described in subsection (1), above, or any non-target wildlife shall be released immediately at the site of capture.
(b) Nuisance wildlife may only be released if:

1. The nuisance wildlife is released on the property of the landowner provided the release site and capture site are located on one contiguous piece of property, or

2. The nuisance wildlife is a native species; and,
3. The property where the nuisance animal is to be released is located within the county of capture and is a minimum of 40 contiguous acres; and,
4. The person releasing the nuisance wildlife is in possession, at time of release, of written permission from the property owner allowing such action.

(c) Euthanasia of nuisance wildlife shall be humane as defined by the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians or the American Veterinary Medical Association.

(d) The provisions of this subsection shall not prohibit the personal possession of wildlife as authorized by subsection 68A-6.0022(2), F.A.C.

(4) Transportation of nuisance wildlife.

(a) Live-captured nuisance wildlife may be transported under authority of this section only for:

1. The purpose of euthanasia as provided in subsection (3), above, or

2. The purpose of release as provided in subsection (3), above.

(b) Transportation of wildlife authorized by this section shall not supersede the provisions of any rabies alert or area quarantine issued by County Health Departments or County Animal Services.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-08, Amended 7-1-10, 7-27-10.
68A-9.012 Take of Wildlife on Airport Property.

Any airport may take wildlife on airport property for the purpose of ensuring aircraft and human safety in accordance with this rule. An airport or other entity owning or operating an airport as defined in Section 330.27(2), F.S., or their officers, employees, contractors (or employee of a contractor) or member of the airport’s governing body as referenced in Section 379.2293(5), F.S., may carry out the activities specified in this rule. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the executive director or a designee may issue permits authorizing the take of additional species of wildlife, additional methods of take or alternative forms of disposition and transportation for justifiable purposes pursuant to Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C., provided authorizations shall be denied or revoked upon reasonable conclusion that the requested or permitted activity would be detrimental to fish and wildlife resources or public health and safety.

(1) The taking and disposition of species, including eggs, regulated by the United States Departments of Interior or Commerce in 50 C.F.R. §10.13 (Migratory Birds), 50 C.F.R. §17.11 and §17.12 (Threatened and Endangered Species), 50 C.F.R. §22 (Bald Eagle), 50 C.F.R. §223.102 and §224.102 (Marine Species), is allowed pursuant to appropriate federal permit or other federal authorization. No additional Commission authorization is required.
(2) The following paragraphs control the take of black bears and species described in Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., except species described in subsection (1):

(a) Any of these species may be harassed by persistent, non-injurious disturbance without physical capture or direct handling to disperse wildlife when the wildlife poses an imminent threat to aircraft and human safety.
(b) Any of these species and their eggs may be otherwise taken when:
1. The wildlife poses an imminent threat to aircraft and human safety; and,
2. A situation requires an emergency response which does not allow time for paragraph (2)(a), or

3. Attempts using paragraph (2)(a), have been documented as unsuccessful and when:

a. The airport is implementing a Federal Aviation Administration approved wildlife hazard management plan or military bird/animal aircraft strike hazard plan; and,
b. The airport has made habitat management alteration that has eliminated or significantly reduced hazardous wildlife attractants on airport property.

(c) Wildlife burrows, including burrowing owl and gopher tortoise burrows, within the safety area as defined in 14 C.F.R. §139.5 may be destroyed after or while all existing burrowing owl and gopher tortoise(s) within the burrows are flushed or live captured.
(d) Wildlife nests may be destroyed when wildlife and eggs are no longer present or have been taken as authorized in subsection (1) or (2).
(3) Notwithstanding any provision of Commission rule, an airport authority may take all other wildlife not described in subsections (1) and (2), on airport property if their presence poses a potential threat to aircraft and human safety.

(4) Notwithstanding any provision of Commission rule, wildlife in subsections (2) and (3), taken pursuant to this rule may be taken by any method except the following:

(a) Poison, other than those pesticides that are registered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services without additional authorizations and are only used in a manner consistent with the product labeling.

(b) Leg hold traps except those commercially manufactured padded-jaw traps.
(c) Traps, nets and snares unless they are visited at intervals not exceeding 24 hours.
(d) Any method prohibited pursuant to Section 828.12, F.S.

(e) Live capture of any deer, except Key deer as authorized by subsection (1).

(f) The killing of gopher tortoises is prohibited.
(5) Disposition of live-captured wildlife.

(a) Any species described in subsection (2), live captured shall be immediately released provided the release site and capture site are located on a contiguous piece of airport property or a permit or authorization has been obtained from the Commission for off-site release or alternative forms of disposition.
(b) Any species described in subsection (3), live captured by any method shall be released or euthanized within 24 hours following capture or inspection of a trapping device containing wildlife except,
1. Wildlife may only be released if:

a. The wildlife is released on the property of the airport provided the release site and capture site are located on a contiguous piece of property, or

b. The wildlife is a native species; and,
c. The property where the animal is to be released is located within the county of capture and is a minimum of 40 contiguous acres; and,
d. The person releasing the wildlife is in possession, at time of release, of written permission from the property owner allowing such action.

2. Euthanasia of wildlife shall be humane as defined by the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians or the American Veterinary Medical Association.

3. Euthanasia of any live captured bobcat is prohibited and any live captured bobcat shall be released as provided in subparagraph 1.

(6) Transportation of wildlife.

(a) Live-captured wildlife described in subsection (3), may be transported pursuant to this subsection only for:

1. The purpose of euthanasia as provided in subsection (5), or

2. The purpose of release as provided in subsection (5).

(b) Transportation of wildlife authorized by this subsection shall not supersede the provisions of any rabies alert or area quarantine issued by County Health Departments or County Animal Services.

(7) Wildlife described in subsections (2) and (3), that is killed pursuant to this rule or parts of that wildlife shall not be retained for personal use and shall be buried or incinerated.

(8) Any take that kills wildlife described in subsection (2), shall be reported by the airport. An Airport Wildlife Incident Report (Form FWC-AWIR 01-2013, herein incorporated by reference) must be submitted to the Commission within 5 business days. The form is available at MyFWC.com or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03696 and must be submitted to the Protected Species Permit Coordinator, 620 S. Meridian Street, Mail Station 2A, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 or by email at AirportIncidents@myFWC.com.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-27-10, Amended 2-13-14.
