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68A-19.002 Establishment of Restricted Hunting Areas, and Bird Sanctuaries, Procedure.

(1) The Commission may establish bird sanctuaries for the protection of all birds and other wildlife and restricted hunting areas within any developed area upon the written request of the local governmental body having jurisdiction over such areas. In requesting establishment of such restricted hunting areas or bird sanctuaries, the governing body shall, by proper resolution or ordinance, officially agree to assume the responsibility for enforcement of regulations of the Commission which apply to such areas, including posting the area boundary with signs bearing the words “RESTRICTED HUNTING AREA, Hunting by Special Permit Only” or “BIRD SANCTUARY, No Hunting” established by Rule 68A-19.002, F.A.C., which shall be placed at intervals of no more than 500 feet, be easily visible from any point of ingress or egress and provide other necessary notice of such area to the public. Said governing body shall agree to instruct its duly authorized law enforcement personnel to enforce said regulations within the area.

(2) Following receipt of the request of the governing body the Commission shall, through its staff, investigate to ensure that the tract under consideration is sufficiently developed as to preclude recreational hunting in the interest of safety and that its closure will not result in a denial of reasonable and lawful hunting opportunity.

(3) Action by the Commission for the establishment of restricted hunting areas or bird sanctuaries as recommended by its staff shall be taken at its July and January meetings.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-21-82, Formerly 39-19.02, Amended 5-10-87, 11-23-97, Formerly 39-19.002.

68A-19.004 Regulations in Bird Sanctuaries.

No person shall take any wildlife in any bird sanctuary using a gun unless such taking is authorized by specific rule relating to such sanctuary.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 120.53 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Formerly 39-19.04, Amended 4-14-92, 9-7-97, 11-23-97, Formerly 39-19.004.

68A-19.005 General Regulations Relating to Critical Wildlife Areas.

(1) The general regulations for critical wildlife areas shall be as follows:
(a) Areas in which regulations are to be enforced shall be posted as a “Critical Wildlife Area” to provide due notice as to the identity and status of the area.

(b) The take of fish and wildlife is prohibited within any area posted as a critical wildlife area, except as authorized in the order establishing the critical wildlife area.

(c) Public access, including vehicles, vessels and dogs, is prohibited within areas posted as “Closed to Public Access.”
(d) Dogs are prohibited within areas posted as “Dogs Prohibited.”
(e) The Executive Director may issue permits authorizing access for scientific or conservation purposes to a critical wildlife area where public access is prohibited. Persons so authorized must possess a copy of the authorization when engaged in such activities.

(2) Regulations for any specific critical wildlife area that differ from the general regulations set forth in this rule shall be established by the order establishing the critical wildlife area. 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 11-17-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-19.05, Amended 4-14-92, Formerly 39-19.005, Amended 3-1-10.

68A-19.006 Taking Game in Restricted Hunting Areas.

No person shall take any wildlife in any restricted hunting area using a gun unless such taking is authorized by a permit issued by the executive director or his or her designee. Such permits may be issued on an annual basis upon application by a landowner or lessee under the following conditions:

(1) The taking of wildlife by the use of a gun would not endanger the safety of the public.

(2) The taking of wildlife is subject to all applicable Commission regulations governing hunting such as bag limits, possession limits and hours of shooting.

(3) At all times while hunting, the permit to take wildlife shall be in the possession of the landowner, lessee or their guests and invitees.

(4) The executive director or his designee shall consult with the appropriate unit of local government prior to taking action on the request for permit.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla Const. History–New 11-4-97, Formerly 39-19.006.
