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64B9-4.001 Definitions.

(1) Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (“APRN”) – a Registered Nurse licensed under Section 464.008 or 464.009, F.S., pursuant to Section 464.012(1)(a), F.S.

(2) Alter – adjusting of dosages pursuant to an established protocol.

(3) Appropriate Specialty Board – a professional or national organization recognized by the Board which certifies or issues credentials to an advanced practice nurse in a specialty area.

(4) Basic Nursing Education – a nursing program preparing a person for initial licensure to practice professional nursing.

(5) Board – unless otherwise clearly indicated, is used in this chapter to mean Florida Board of Nursing.

(6) Clinical Experience – practice under the supervision of a qualified preceptor in the actual care of a consumer of health services.

(7) Condition – states of being or circumstance that may require remediation. A condition may be construed to include, but is not limited to, a chronic disease, a temporary state of health such as pregnancy, or a symptom complex.

(8) Initiate – to implement that which has been prescribed by a practitioner licensed under Chapter 458, 459, or 466, F.S., where adherence to established protocol is required.

(9) Monitor – periodic assessment of a patient’s condition through follow-up procedures commonly held to be acceptable by the profession. Monitoring may include collection of data and interpretation of lab tests and the formulation of a nursing diagnosis based on a patient’s history, physical findings and lab results.

(10) One Academic Year – shall be construed to mean a program of at least 45 quarter-hour units, 30 semester-hour units, or 32 trimester-hour units or the equivalent thereof. One hour of didactic or 2 hours of clinical instruction shall equal one unit.

(11) Preceptorship/supervised clinical experience – clinical experience and practice under the supervision of a qualified preceptor for a specified length of time in the actual care and management of a consumer of health care services.

(12) Primary care practice – includes physical and mental health promotion, assessment, evaluation, disease prevention, health maintenance, counseling, patient education, diagnosis and treatment of acute and chronic illnesses, inclusive of behavioral and mental health conditions.

(13) Qualified Preceptor – a certified practicing advanced practice registered nurse, or a duly licensed medical doctor or doctor of osteopathy, or doctor of dental medicine who is responsible for the supervision, teaching and evaluation in the clinical setting of a student enrolled in a nurse practitioner educational program. If the clinical setting is in Florida, the qualified preceptor must be licensed in this state under Chapter 458, 459, 464, or 466, F.S., and the student must be a Registered Nurse licensed under Chapter 464, F.S.

(14) General Supervision – supervision whereby a practitioner currently licensed under Chapter 458, 459, or 466, F.S., authorizes procedures being carried out but need not be present when such procedures are performed. The APRN must be able to contact the practitioner when needed for consultation and advice either in person or by communication devices.

(15) Therapy – a treatment regimen or remedy.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012, 464.0123 FS. Law Implemented 464.003(3), 464.012, 464.0123 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 3-16-81, 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.20, 21O-11.020, 61F7-4.001, Amended 5-29-96, Formerly 59S-4.001, Amended 4-5-00, 3-10-20, 2-25-21.

64B9-4.002 Requirements for Licensure.

(1) In accordance with the provisions of Section 464.012, F.S., any person who wishes to be licensed as an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse shall submit a completed Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Application, form number DH-MQA 1124, 08/2020, hereby incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12522, and Financial Responsibility, form number DH-MQA 1186, 1/09, hereby incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07539, or from the Board office or on the Board’s website: www.FloridasNursing.gov.
(2) Professional or national nursing specialty boards recognized by the Board include, but are not limited to:

(a) Council on Certification of Nurse Anesthetists, or Council on Recertification of Nurse Anesthetists, or their predecessors.

(b) American College of Nurse Midwives.

(c) American Nurses Association (American Nurses Credentialing Center) Nurse Practitioner level examinations only.

(d) National Certification Corporation for OB/GYN, Neonatal Nursing Specialties (nurse practitioner level examination only).

(e) National Board of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners and Associates (Pediatric Nurse Associate/Practitioner level examinations only).

(f) National Board for Certification of Hospice and Palliative Nurses.
(g) American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (nurse practitioner level examination only).
(h) Oncology Nursing Certification Corporation.
(i) American Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN Certification Corporation) Adult Acute Care Nurse Practitioner Certification (ACNPC).

(j) Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Certification (family) (ANCC).

(k) Family Psychiatric and Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (ANCC).

(l) Adult Psychiatric and Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (ANCC).

(m) Psychiatric Adult CNS (ANCC).

(n) Psychiatric Mental Health CNS-Child Adolescent (ANCC).
(3) Nursing specialty boards shall meet the following standards:

(a) Attest to the competency of nurses in a clinical specialty area;

(b) Require a written examination prior to certification;

(c) Require (and required at the time of original certification) completion of a formal program prior to eligibility of examination;

(d) Maintain a program accreditation or review mechanism that adheres to criteria which are substantially equivalent to requirements in Florida;

(e) Identify standards or scope of practice statements as appropriate for the specialty.

Rulemaking Authority 456.048, 464.006, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 456.0391, 456.048, 456.049, 456.072(1)(f), 464.012, 464.018(1)(b), 456.0135, 456.0635  FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 3-16-81, 10-6-82, 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.23, Amended 3-19-87, 4-6-92, Formerly 21O-11.023, Amended 3-7-94, 7-4-94, Formerly 61F7-4.002, Amended 5-1-95, 5-29-96, Formerly 59S-4.002, Amended 2-18-98, 11-12-98, 4-5-00, 3-23-06, 6-4-09, 12-6-10, 1-3-12, 10-22-12, 1-20-14, 11-15-16, 3-14-17, 10-1-18, 3-13-19, 1-7-21.
64B9-4.0025 Provisional Certification.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012(1)(b) FS. Law Implemented 464.012(1)(b) FS. History–New 2-12-97, Formerly 59S-4.0025, Amended 4-5-00, 7-5-17, Repealed 8-28-19.

64B9-4.003 Program Guidelines.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 456.072(1)(f), (2), 464.012, 464.018(1)(b) FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 3-16-81, 2-28-82, 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.24, 21O-11.024, 61F7-4.003, Amended 5-29-96, 2-12-97, Formerly 59S-4.003, Amended 4-5-00, 3-23-06, Repealed 10-20-15.
64B9-4.004 Requirements for Documentation.

(1) Any Registered Nurse applying for initial licensure, after July 1, 2006, as an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse shall submit, with a completed application, documentation of national certification by a national nursing specialty board identified in subsection 64B9-4.002(2), F.A.C. 

(2) If the certification is by a specialty board that meets the requirements set forth in subsection 64B9-4.002(3), F.A.C., the applicant must submit one of the following:

(a) A copy of the original or recertification specialty board certificate;

(b) Such other documentary proof which evidences certification by an appropriate specialty board, or

(c) Verification from the specialty association of certification.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 464.012 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 10-6-82, Formerly 21O-11.25, Amended 3-19-87, Formerly 21O-11.025, 61F7-4.004, Amended 5-29-96, 2-12-97, Formerly 59S-4.004, Amended 4-5-00, 11-2-10, 1-3-12, 5-17-16, 10-9-16, 5-11-17, 9-14-17, 3-12-20.

64B9-4.005 Filing of the Application.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.012 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Formerly 21O-11.26, 21O-11.026, 61F7-4.005, Amended 5-29-96, Formerly 59S-4.005, Repealed 4-22-12.
64B9-4.006 Certification in More Than One Category.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 464.012 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.29, Amended 3-19-87, Formerly 21O-11.029, 61F7-4.006, 59S-4.006, Amended 4-5-00, Repealed 10-20-15.
64B9-4.008 Purpose.

Rulemaking Authority 458.348(2), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 458.348(2) FS. History–New 4-4-82, Amended 3-13-84, Formerly 21O-16.01, 21O-16.001, 61F7-4.008, 59S-4.008, Repealed 10-26-15.
64B9-4.009 Functions of the Advanced Registered Nurse.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012 FS. Law Implemented 464.012 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 12-10-80, 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.22, 21O-11.022, 61F7-4.009, 59S-4.009, Repealed 10-26-15.
64B9-4.010 Standards for Protocols.

Rulemaking Authority 458.348(2), 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 458.348(2), 464.012 FS. History–New 4-4-82, Amended 3-13-84, Formerly 21O-16.02, Amended 5-25-88, Formerly 21O-16.002, 61F7-4.010, 59S-4.010, Amended 11-22-07, Repealed 9-14-17.

64B9-4.011 Dispensing Practitioners.

(1) Those APRNs whose protocols permit them to dispense medications for a fee as contemplated by Section 465.0276, F.S., must register with the Board of Nursing by submitting a completed Dispensing Application for Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN), form number DH-MQA 1185, 06/2020, and hereby incorporated by reference, and may be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12291, or from the Board office or the Board’s website: http://www.FloridasNursing.gov.
(2) The APRN dispensing practitioner must comply with all state and federal laws and regulations applicable to all dispensing practitioners under Section 465.0276, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 465.0276, 464.012(3), (4) FS. History–New 9-16-91, Formerly 21O-16.003, 61F7-4.011, 59S-4.011, Amended 5-14-07, 9-1-10, 2-27-17, 10-1-18, 11-2-20.
64B9-4.013 Recertification.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 456.036(5), 456.048, 464.012 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Formerly 21O-11.27, Amended 3-19-87, Formerly 21O-11.027, 61F7-4.013, 59S-4.013, Amended 2-18-98, 4-5-00, 9-6-09, 1-3-12, Repealed 10-26-15.
64B9-4.014 Inactive Status; Reactivation.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012, 464.014 FS. Law Implemented 456.036(9), 464.012, 464.014 FS. History–New 8-31-80, Amended 3-16-81, 6-18-85, Formerly 21O-11.28, Amended 3-19-87, 10-21-87, Formerly 21O-11.028, Amended 12-27-93, Formerly 61F7-4.014, 59S-4.014, Amended 4-5-00, 9-6-09, Repealed 4-22-12.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 164B9-4.015 Requirements for Certification as Clinical Nurse Specialists.

Rulemaking Authority 464.0115 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635, 464.0115 FS. History–New 11-22-07, Amended 7-7-08, 11-13-16, Repealed 10-1-18.
64B9-4.016 Controlled Substances Formulary.

(1) Advanced practice registered nurses may only prescribe controlled substances pursuant to the individual’s education, training, experience and protocol.

(2) Advanced practice registered nurses must restrict prescriptions of Schedule II controlled substances as listed in Section 893.03, F.S., to a 7-day supply. This restriction does not apply to prescription of controlled substances that are psychiatric medication prescribed by a psychiatric nurse as defined in Section 394.455, F.S.

(3) Only advanced practice registered nurses who meet the definition of a psychiatric nurse as defined in Section 394.455, F.S., may prescribe psychiatric mental health controlled substances to children younger than 18 years of age.

Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 464.012(6)(b) FS. Law Implemented 464.012(6)(a) FS. History–New 10-16-16, Amended 7-30-19.
64B9-4.017 Standards for the Prescribing of Controlled Substances for the Treatment of Acute Pain.

The standards of practice in this rule do not supersede the level of care, skill and treatment recognized in general law related to healthcare licensure. All Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN) who are authorized to prescribe controlled substances shall comply with the following:

(1) Definitions.

(a) Acute Pain. For the purpose of this rule “acute pain” is defined as the normal, predicted, physiological, and time-limited response to an adverse chemical, thermal, or mechanical stimulus associated with surgery, trauma or acute illness. The term does not include pain related to:

1. Cancer.

2. A terminal condition. For purposes of this subparagraph the term “terminal condition” means a progressive disease or medical or surgical condition that causes significant functional impairment is not considered to be reversible without the administration of life-sustaining procedures and will result in death within 1 year after diagnosis if the condition runs its normal course.

3. Palliative care to provide relief of symptoms related to an incurable progressive illness or injury.

4. A traumatic injury with an Injury Severity Score of 9 or greater.

(b) Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) or “the system.” For this rule the system is defined as the Florida Department of Health’s electronic system to collect and store controlled substance dispensing information as set forth in Section 893.055 F.S.

(c) Substance Abuse. For the purpose of this rule “substance abuse” is defined as the use of any substances for non-therapeutic purposes or use of medication for purposes other than those for which it is prescribed. 

(2) Standards. The nature and extent of the requirements set forth below will vary depending on the practice setting and circumstances presented to the APRN. The Board has adopted the following standards for the prescribing of controlled substances for acute pain:

(a) Evaluation of the Patient. A medical history and physical examination appropriate for the patient’s clinical condition must be conducted and documented in the medical record. The medical record also shall document the presence of one or more recognized medical indications for the use of a controlled substance.

(b) Treatment Plan. The written treatment plan shall indicate if any further diagnostic evaluations or other treatments are planned to include non-opioid medications and therapies if indicated. After treatment begins the APRN shall adjust medication therapy if necessary to the individual medical needs of each patient.
(c) Informed Consent and Agreement for Treatment. The APRN shall discuss the risks and benefits of the use of controlled substances, including the risk of abuse and addiction as well as physical dependence with the patient, persons designated by the patient, or with the patient’s surrogate or guardian if the patient is incompetent. The discussion shall also include expected pain intensity, duration, options, use of pain medications, non-medication therapies, and common side effects. Special attention must be given to those pain patients who are at risk of misuse or diversion of their medications.

(d) Periodic Review. Based on the circumstances presented, the APRN shall review the course of treatment and any new information about the etiology of the pain. Continuation or modification of therapy shall depend on the APRN’s evaluation of the patient’s progress. If treatment goals are not achieved despite medication adjustments, the APRN shall reevaluate the patient and determine the appropriateness of continued treatment. The APRN shall monitor patient compliance of medication usage and related treatment plans.
(e) Consultation. The APRN shall refer the patient as necessary for additional evaluation and treatment in order to achieve treatment objectives. The management of pain in patients with a history of substance abuse or with a comorbid psychiatric disorder requires extra care monitoring and documentation and may require consultation with or referral to an expert in the management of such patients.

(f) Medical Records. The APRN is required to keep accurate and complete records to include, but not be limited to:

1. The medical history and a physical examination including history of drug abuse or dependence if indicated;

2. Diagnostic, therapeutic, and laboratory results;

3. Evaluations and consultations;

4. Treatment objectives;

5. Discussion of risks and benefits;

6. Treatments;

7. Medications (including date, type, dosage, and quantity prescribed);

8. Instructions and agreements;

9. Drug testing results, if indicated;

10. Justification for deviation from the 3-day prescription supply limit for a Schedule II opioid controlled substance for acute pain;

11. Outline of problems encountered when attempting to consult the PDMP if the system was non-operational or the APRN or his or her designee is unable to access the PDMP due to a temporary technological or electrical failure; and

12. Periodic reviews. Records must remain current and be maintained in an accessible manner readily available for review.

(g) Compliance with Laws and Rules. APRN shall at all times remain in compliance with this rule and all state and federal laws and regulations addressing the prescribing and administration of controlled substances.
Rulemaking Authority 464.006, 456.44(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.44(4) F.S. History–New 2-6-19.
64B9-4.020 Autonomous Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) Registration.
(1) Any APRN who wishes to be registered as an autonomous APRN shall submit a completed Autonomous Advanced Practice Registered Nurse Registration with Financial Responsibility document, form DH5050-MQA-07/2020, hereby incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12203 on the Board’s website at www.FloridasNursing.gov. or APRN’s can register via the online portal at https://mqaonline.doh.state.fl.us/datamart/voservicesportal/.

(2) In order to renew a registration, a registered APRN shall be required to submit an updated Financial Responsibility document (as incorporated by reference above), as part of the APRN license renewal process.
(3) Three graduate-level semester hours are equivalent to forty-five (45) Continuing Education credits offered by the entities set forth in Section 464.013(3)(b), F.S. and subsection 64B9-4.002(2), F.A.C.

(a) The pharmacology course content must address the therapeutic uses and biological effects of drugs.

(b) The differential diagnosis course content must address advanced health assessment, differential diagnosis, critical thinking, or diagnostic reasoning. 

(c) The continuing education credits must be earned within five (5) years prior to registration.

(4) For registration renewal, an autonomous APRN must complete ten (10) additional graduate-level continuing education credits from a professional or national nursing specialty board listed in subsection 64B9-4.002(2), F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 464.0123 FS. Law Implemented 464.0123 FS. History‒New 10-14-20, Amended 1-25-21.
