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64B6-2.002 Definitions.

For the purpose of all rules regulating Hearing Aid Specialists the following definitions apply:

(1) Prescription Hearing Aid means a hearing aid or amplifying sound device that is not an Over-the-Counter Hearing Aid (OTC) as defined in Medical Devices; Ear, Nose, and Throat Devices; Establishing Over-the-Counter Hearing Aids, 21 CFR Section 800.30 (2022), which is specifically incorporated by reference herein, available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15423. Hearing aids intended for people younger than 18 years of age are prescription hearing aids.
(2) Over-the-Counter Hearing Aid (OTC) means certain air-conduction hearing aids regulated by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), in accordance with 21 CFR Section 800.30 (2022), intended for people 18 years of age and older who have perceived mild to moderate hearing loss.
(3) “Actively practicing” means dispensing prescription hearing aids directly to clients at least twelve (12) months, as shown by at least two sales receipts per month for at least twelve (12) months, each receipt bearing the applicant’s signature and address of place(s) of business.

(4) “At least twelve (12) months of full-time experience as a legally practicing hearing aid specialist in another state” means presenting to the Board:

(a) The law or rule, if any, of the other state under which the applicant was permitted to practice without a license, along with whatever documentation is necessary to show that the law or rule was complied with; and,
(b) At least two sales receipts per month for at least twelve (12) months, each receipt bearing the applicant’s signature and address of place(s) of business; or

(c) A statement from the applicant’s previous employer(s) that the applicant was employed for at least twelve (12) months and had an average of at least two (2) sales per month for at least twelve (12) months, as evidenced by receipts.

(5) “Next available examination” means the first licensure examination approved by the Department after a trainee fails the examination or “repeats” a training program for the purpose of retaking the examination.

(6) “First available examination” means the first licensure examination approved by the Department after completion of the training program referred to in Section 484.0445, F.S., or the first licensure examination approved by the Department after the applicant has been certified for examination by the Board.

Rulemaking Authority 484.044, 484.0445, 484.045 FS. Law Implemented 484.0445, 484.045 FS. History–New 12-21-86, Amended 5-22-90, Formerly 21JJ-2.002, 61G9-2.002, Amended 10-8-02, 3-2-22, 7-3-23.

64B6-2.003 Licensure by Examination.

Any person desiring to be licensed as a hearing aid specialist shall apply to the Department at least one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the date the examination is to be administered, and by completing the Hearing Aid Specialist Application for Examination on Form DH-MQA 1155 (Revised 7/2023) hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, which can be obtained from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15948, the Board of Hearing Aid Specialists’ website at http://floridashearingaidspecialists.gov/applications/app-licensure-examination.pdf. As a condition of licensure by examination, the following shall be completed;
(1) Has satisfied requirements as outlined in Section 484.045, F.S. Licensure by Examination, and
(2) Has submitted proof of completion of a two-hour course relating to Florida Laws and Rules taught by an instructor approved by the Board or its designee and shall include the following subject areas: Chapter 484, Part II F.S., Chapter 456, F.S., and Division 64B6, F.A.C., and
(3) Shall satisfy the examination requirement designated by the Board by completing one of the following:

(a) The International Licensing Examination (I.L.E.) for Hearing Healthcare Professionals developed by the Intertnational Hearing Society, or 

(b) The National Competency Examination (N.C.E.) from the National Board for Certification in Hearing Instrument Sciences (NBC-HIS).
Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.017(1)(c), (6), 484.044, 484.0447 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(c), (6), 484.045, 456.013, 456.0635, 484.0447 FS. History–New 8-9-84, Amended 1-20-85, Formerly 21JJ-4.01, 21JJ-4.001, Amended 12-21-86, 5-22-90, 3-5-91, Formerly 21JJ-2.003, Amended 8-18-93, 6-28-95, Formerly 61G9-2.003, Amended 1-24-02, 3-4-08, 5-28-09, 8-8-10, 10-26-16, 6-14-18, 1-12-21, 4-11-22, 10-12-23.

64B6-2.004 Examination Review Procedure.

Rulemaking Authority 455.574(2) FS. Law Implemented 455.574(2) FS. History–New 5-14-84, Formerly 21JJ-1.10, 21JJ-1.010, 21JJ-2.005, 61G9-2.005, Repealed 10-5-00.
64B6-2.005 Reexamination.

(1) An applicant who fails the licensure examination may retake the examination by submitting to the board office a completed application form and application fee. The application shall be made as set forth in Rule 64B6-2.003, F.A.C.

(2) No person may further perform any prescription hearing aid dispensing services if she or he fails to either sit for or pass the next available examination for which he or she qualifies, unless he or she is eligible to continue in the training program pursuant to subsection 64B6-8.003(6), F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(2), 484.044, 484.0445 FS. Law Implemented 484.0445, 484.045 FS. History–New 12-21-86, Amended 2-16-89, 5-22-90, Formerly 21JJ-2.006, 61G9-2.006, Amended 6-6-02, 4-23-09, 5-3-23.
64B6-2.006 Examiners for Practical Examination.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(b) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(b) FS. History–New 9-13-94, Formerly 61G9-2.007, Repealed 12-6-01.
