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64B5-2.0125 Examination Security.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d) FS. History–New 3-25-90, Formerly 21G-2.0125, 61F5-2.0125, 59Q-2.0125, Repealed 10-29-15.
64B5-2.0126 Conduct at Examination Site.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 466.004(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(d), 456.079 FS. History–New 2-7-96, Amended 5-21-96, Formerly 59Q-2.0126, Amended 5-1-02, Repealed 3-18-12.
64B5-2.013 Dental Examination.

Each applicant applying for a Florida dental license is required to complete the examinations as provided for in section 466.006, F.S. The Florida examinations for dentistry shall consist of a Written Examination, a Practical or Clinical Examination and a Diagnostic Skills Examination. All three examinations will be conducted in English. Applicants for examination or re-examination must have taken and successfully completed Part I and Part II of the National Board of Dental Examiners dental examination.
(1) Practical or Clinical Examination:
(a) Effective October 1, 2011, the Florida Practical or Clinical Examination and the Diagnostic Skills Examination is currently the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., or its successor entity if the successor entity is determined by the Board of Dentistry to comply with the provision of section 466.006, F.S. The ADLEX is inclusive of a comprehensive diagnostic skills examination covering the full scope of the practice of dentistry.
(b) The ADLEX shall be administered in the State of Florida and shall be graded by Florida licensed dentists.

(c) All parts of the ADLEX shall be completed within eighteen (18) months from the initial start of any portion of the examination. A failure to complete all parts of the examination within eighteen (18) months will require the applicant to retake the entire examination.

(d) Each part of the ADLEX shall be completed with a grade of at least seventy-five (75%) percent.

(e) Provided the Board of Dentistry maintains representation on the Board of Directors of the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., and the Examination Development Committee of the American Board of Dental Examiners Inc., the practical or clinical examination procedures, standards, and criteria of the ADLEX are approved.

(f) If any portion of the clinical or practical portion of the ADLEX exam was completed in a jurisdiction other than Florida, applicants must comply with the applicable provisions of sections 466.006(4)(b)3. and 466.006(6), F.S., rules 64B5-2.0150 and 64B5-2.0152, F.A.C. 

(g) Candidates for the dental examination may only assess patients for suitability as exam patients at a dental office under the direct supervision of a Florida licensed dentist, or at an accredited dental program under the direct supervision of a program faculty member.
(2) Written Examination:

(a) The Written Examination for dental licensure shall consist of the laws and rules of the State of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene.

(b) A final grade of seventy-five (75%) percent or better is required to pass the Written Examination.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(b), 466.004(4), 466.006(5)(a) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(b), (2), 466.006(4), 466.006(5)(a), 466.009 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 6-22-80, 12-3-81, 12-6-82, 5-24-83, 12-12-83, 5-2-84, 5-27-84, Formerly 21G-2.13, Amended 12-8-85, 12-31-86, 5-10-87, 10-19-87, 12-10-89, 12-24-91, 2-1-93, Formerly 21G-2.013, 61F5-2.013, Amended 1-9-95, 2-7-96, 7-16-97, Formerly 59Q-2.013, Amended 8-25-98, 3-25-99, 11-15-99, 8-3-05, 7-17-07, 8-1-08, 6-28-09, 8-25-10, 5-8-12, 2-25-15.
64B5-2.0135 Dental Hygiene Examination.

(1) Practical or Clinical Examination:

(a) Currently, the Florida practical or clinical examination is the Dental Hygiene Examination developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. (ADEX) and administered by the North Eastern Regional Board, Inc. (NERB). Any ADEX Dental Hygiene Examination administered after June 1, 2010, will meet the clinical or practical examination requirement, regardless of the jurisdiction in which the exam was administered.
(b) Any dental hygiene applicant, who fails to pass the Practical or Clinical Examination in three (3) attempts, shall not be eligible for reexamination until the successful completion of one academic semester of clinical course work at the senior clinical practice level at a dental hygiene school approved by the American Dental Association Commission on Accreditation. A failure to comply with the remedial course work in this paragraph will result in a denial of licensure or a denial to sit for reexamination.
(c) The Board of Dentistry hereby approves the practical or clinical Dental Hygiene Examination developed by ADEX. All ADEX clinical or practical examination procedures, standards, and criteria are approved and shall remain approved contingent on the Board of Dentistry maintaining representation on the ADEX House of Representatives and the ADEX Dental Hygiene Examination Development Committee.

(d) Candidates for the dental hygiene examination may only assess patients for suitability as exam patients at a dental office under the direct supervision of a Florida licensed dentist, or at an accredited dental hygiene program, or an accredited dental school under the direct supervision of a program faculty member.
(2) Laws and Rules Examination:
(a) The written examination shall be an examination covering the laws and rules applicable to the practice of a health care profession, the practice of dentistry and the practice of dental hygiene in the State of Florida.

(b) The examination shall, at a minimum, cover the following subject areas:

1. The provisions of chapter 466, F.S.,
2. The provisions of chapter 456, F.S.; and,
3. The provisions of chapter 64B5, F.A.C.

(c) No more than three percent (3%) of the examination shall cover the topic of chapter 456, F.S. 

(3) Grading, Passing Results, and Time Requirements:

(a) The practical or clinical examination administered in the State of Florida shall be graded by Florida licensed dentists and hygienists.
(b) The practical or clinical examination must be completed with a score of seventy-five (75) points or greater on both portions of the examinations, whether administered in Florida or another jurisdiction.
(c) The written examination shall be completed with a seventy-five percent (75%) or greater.

(4) Historical Note Florida Dental Hygiene Exam:

(a) On March 23, 2012, legislation became effective, SB 1040, which amended section 466.007, F.S. Beginning July 1, 2012, the amendment made the Florida Dental Hygiene Exam the hygiene examination developed by ADEX.

(b) Prior to the legislative change, the Board voted and implemented the Dental Hygiene Exam developed by ADEX and set June 1, 2010, as the controlling date for acceptance of this exam. Preceding June 1, 2010, the hygiene examination was an independent administered state exam.
(c) In accordance with the applicable rules and statutes, June 1, 2010, is the earliest date the Board shall accept for a valid Dental Hygiene Exam developed by ADEX, as this is the earliest date the Board and Council found the ADEX exam met the requirements of section 466.007, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4) FS. Law Implemented 466.007 FS. History–New 3-16-82, Amended 5-2-84, 5-19-85, 10-8-85, 12-8-85, Formerly 21G-2.135, Amended 12-31-86, 10-19-87, 2-21-88, 5-29-88, Formerly 21G-2.0135, 61F5-2.0135, Amended 11-15-95, Formerly 59Q-2.0135, Amended 10-31-01, 7-6-05, 12-31-09, 10-10-10, 12-28-11, 8-8-12, 1-27-15, 9-1-15.
64B5-2.014 Licensure Requirements for Applicants from Accredited Schools or Colleges.

Any person who has graduated, or expects to graduate prior to the examination, or is in their final year of a dental or dental hygiene program and has completed all the coursework necessary to prepare the student to perform the clinical and diagnostic procedures required to pass the examinations, from a school or college accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of the American Dental Association or its successor agency, or any other dental or dental hygiene program accredited by an accrediting entity recognized by the United States Department of Education, may seek licensure as a dentist or dental hygienist in the following manner:

(1) Dental Hygiene Candidates:

(a) Successfully complete the practical or clinical dental hygiene examination developed by American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. (ADEX), as specified in rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C., through the Commission on Dental Competency Assessments (CDCA);
(b) Successfully complete the National Board Dental Hygiene Written Examination prior to application;
(c) Submit a completed application for licensure, Dental Hygiene Licensure Application, Form DH-MQA 1210 (Rev. 05/2018), incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-09940, or available on the Department of Health’s website at http://www.floridadentistry.gov. An applicant is eligible for licensure upon receipt of a completed application, passing scores from the ADEX clinical examination, National Board Dental Hygiene Examination, and successful completion of the written examination on the laws and rules of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene. Applicants must comply with all time requirements for passing the examinations as specified in rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C.
(2) Dental Candidates:
(a) Successfully complete the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX), produced by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc., as specified in rule 64B5-2.013, F.A.C., through the Commission on Dental Competency Assessments (CDCA), which includes the Diagnostic Skills Examination. Candidates who have completed the ADLEX, after October 1, 2011, in another jurisdiction other than Florida and whose scores are over 365 days old are subject to additional application requirements as mandated in section 466.006(4)(b)3., F.S. Additionally, all Candidates who submit ADLEX scores from another jurisdiction other than Florida are subject to post licensure requirements as mandated in section 466.006(6), F.S.
(b) Successfully complete the National Board of Dental Examiners Written Examination;
(c) Submit a completed application for licensure, Dental Licensure Application, DH-MQA 1182 (Rev. 07/2016), incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07521, or available on the Department of Health’s website at http://www.floridadentistry.gov. An applicant is eligible for licensure upon receipt of a completed application, passing scores from the ADLEX clinical examination, Diagnostic Skills Examination, National Board Dental Examination and successful completion of the written examination on the laws and rules of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene. Applicants must comply with all time requirements for passing the examinations as specified in rule 64B5-2.013, F.A.C.
(3) It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the application for licensure is complete, including ensuring that all required documents are submitted timely.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 466.004, 466.006, 466.007 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.048, 456.0635, 466.006, 466.007, 466.028 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 4-1-80, 4-20-81, 3-16-82, 5-2-84, 9-4-84, Formerly 21G-2.14, Amended 12-31-86, 10-8-87, 11-16-89, 10-18-90, Formerly 21G-2.014, 61F5-2.014, Amended 9-24-96, Formerly 59Q-2.014, Amended 8-20-97, 3-16-06, 12-26-06, 4-26-10, 3-18-12, 8-5-12, 12-11-12, 11-7-16, 10-4-18.
64B5-2.0142 Application for Health Access Dental License.
Any person wishing to be issued a Health Access Dental License shall apply to the Board of Dentistry. The application shall be made on the Application for Health Access Dental License form #DH-MQA 1154 (Rev. 05/2018), available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-09942, hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, and can be obtained at http://www.floridadentistry.gov.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.048, 456.0635, 466.006, 466.0067 FS. History–New 2-12-12, Amended 12-11-12, 11-7-16, 10-4-18.
64B5-2.0144 Licensure Requirements for Dental Hygiene Applicants from Unaccredited Dental Schools or Colleges.

Applicants for licensure as dental hygienists who have graduated from an unaccredited dental school or college may seek licensure in the following manner:

(1) Submit the following: A completed credentials application, Application for Credentials Review for Graduates From Non-Accredited Dental Colleges or Schools, Form DH-MQA 1253, 10/11, and incorporated herein by reference. Application for Credentials Review for Graduates From Non-Accredited Dental Colleges or Schools, Form DH-MQA 1253, 10/11, can be obtained at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-01037, or at http://floridasdentistry.gov.

(2) An initial credential evaluation is not an approval for licensure; rather, the applicant must comply with all provisions of chapter 466, F.S.

(3) A certified photocopy of the dental school diploma and a certified translation if the diploma is in a language other than English, which diploma shall be comparable to a D.D.S. or a D.M.D.
(4) Final official transcripts received directly from the schools where post-secondary dental education was received and from the dental school which reflects the applicant’s matriculation and graduation dates and degree earned; the transcript shall be authenticated by the official school stamp or seal as well as the signature of an authorized school official and shall be accompanied with a certified translation if the documents are in a language other than English.
(5) Proof which establishes successful completion of 4 academic years of post-secondary dental education. Proof of the 4 years of required education shall include a report from an Education Credential Evaluators (ECE) approved evaluating service, which evaluation includes a year by year evaluation of the applicant’s credentials. Said report shall not be conclusive, but shall only be advisory to the Board.
(6) Any graduate of a foreign dental college or school not accredited or approved in accordance with section 466.007(2)(b), F.S., and not accredited in accordance with Section 466.006(2)(b), F.S., who seeks licensure as a dental hygienist pursuant to section 466.007(2)(b)2., F.S., but is unable to supply proper educational credentials due to the political or other conditions of the country in which the education was received, shall submit any and all documents which would tend to support the applicant’s claim of proper credentials and shall submit with the application.
(a) A written statement which shall include:

1. A complete chronological account of all schools attended during the candidate’s entire education, including dates of attendance and graduation, the addresses of all schools attended,
2. A description of all dental school courses which the applicant successfully completed.
(b) At least five (5) written statements concerning the applicant’s dental education from persons who are directly acquainted with the candidate’s educational credentials. If the applicant relies on these written statements to establish qualifications for licensure, then at least three (3) of the written statements must be from dentists who are not related to the applicant.
(c) Any applicant who provides false information to the Florida Board of Dentistry on his or her licensure application and/or written statements as required by this rule will be referred for criminal prosecution pursuant to section 456.067, F.S.

(d) Unless the Board is otherwise satisfied that the credentials required by subsections (3) through (5), above, cannot be obtained, the Board will not accept such other evidence as described in this section until the applicant has demonstrated to the Board that he or she has made a reasonable attempt to obtain the credentials.

(7) Proof received directly from the American Dental Association, that the National Board of Dental Examiners Written Examination has been successfully completed, or that the National Board of Dental Hygiene Examination has been successfully completed.
(8) If the applicant’s name has changed since initiation of dental education, a certified copy of the legal document changing the name or an affidavit sworn before a notary public or other person authorized to administer oaths that the person named in credentials submitted and the applicant are the same person.
(9) Two 2 inch by 2 inch photographs of the applicant which are suitable for identification.
(10) Upon approval of the credentials, the applicant shall apply for licensure in the following manner:

(a) Successfully complete the Florida practical or clinical examination developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. (ADEX), as specified in rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C., through the Commission on Dental Competency Assessments (CDCA); and,
(b) Submit a complete application, Dental Hygiene Licensure Application, Form DH-MQA 1210 (Rev. 05/16), incorporated herein by reference. Dental Hygiene Licensure Application, Form DH-MQA 1210 (Rev. 07/2016), is available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07520, or http://floridasdentistry.gov. An applicant is eligible for licensure upon receipt of a completed application, passing scores from the ADEX dental hygiene examination, the National Board Dental Hygiene or National Board Dental Examination, and successful completion of the written laws and rules of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene. Applicants must comply with all time requirements for passing the examinations as specified in rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 466.004, 466.007 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0635, 466.007 FS. History–New 1-18-95, Formerly 59Q-2.0144, Amended 8-19-97, 8-20-97, 5-20-01, 12-21-06, 5-8-08, 4-26-10, 3-18-12, 12-11-12, 12-15-14, 4-17-16, 11-7-16.
64B5-2.0146 Licensure Requirements for Applicants from Non-Accredited Schools or Colleges.

Prior to applying to take the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) and the Laws and Rules Exam (Written Examination), as specified in rule 64B5-2.013, F.A.C., complete and submit Application for Credentials Review For Graduates From Non-Accredited Dental Colleges or Schools, Form DH-MQA 1254 (10/11), incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02022, or the Department of Health’s website at http://floridasdentistry.gov.

(1) An applicant who otherwise meets the requirements of section 466.006(3), F.S., and chooses to apply pursuant to section 466.006(3)(a), F.S., will be required to:

(a) Complete, at an accredited American dental school, a matriculated general dental program which consists of either 4 years of dental subjects or 2 years of predental education followed by 3 years of dental subjects.

(b) Receive a D.D.S. or D.M.D. from the institution at which the dental school is located.

(c) Present to the Board at least 30 days prior to the dental examination the following documents:

1. Official transcripts issued by the dental school which verify completion of all coursework requirements of the dental program or certified copies thereof.

2. A D.D.S. or D.M.D. issued by the dental school or a certified copy thereof.

(2) An applicant who otherwise meets the requirements of section 466.006(3), F.S., and chooses to apply pursuant to section 466.006(3)(b), F.S., will be required to:

(a) Complete a full-time, matriculated Commission on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental Association accredited supplemental general dentistry program, which provides didactic and clinical education to the level of an accredited D.D.S. or D.M.D. program, which has a duration of at least two consecutive academic years at the sponsoring institution.

(b) Receive a dental diploma, degree or certificate from the sponsoring institution upon successful completion of the program.

(c) Present to the Board the following documents:

1. Official transcripts issued by the sponsoring institution which verify completion of all coursework requirements of the supplemental dental education program,
2. A dental diploma, degree or certificate issued by the sponsoring institution or a certified copy thereof; and,
(3) It is the applicant’s responsibility to assure that the application for licensure is complete, including assuring that all required documents are submitted timely.
(4) After approval to sit for the ADLEX examination, the applicant shall successfully complete the practical or clinical examination which is the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) produced by the American Board of Dental Examiners and the Diagnostic Skills Examination, as specified in rule 64B5-2.013, F.A.C., through the Commission on Dental Competency Assessments (CDCA). Candidates who have completed the ADLEX, after October 1, 2011, in another jurisdiction other than Florida are subject to additional requirements as stated in section 466.006, F.S.

(5) After completion of the ADLEX examination, applicants shall submit Dental Licensure Application, Form DH-MQA 1182 (Rev. 05/2018), incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-09940, or the Department of Health’s website at http://floridasdentistry.gov.
Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 466.004(4), 466.006(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.048, 456.0635, 466.006 FS. History–New 10-15-92, Formerly 21G-2.0146, 61F5-2.0146, Amended 9-24-96, Formerly 59Q-2.0146, Amended 8-19-97, 5-20-01, 6-7-05, 12-26-06, 6-30-09, 3-18-12, 12-11-12, 2-25-15, 11-7-16, 6-4-18, 10-4-18.
64B5-2.0148 Credentials Requirements for Applicants from Non-Accredited Schools or Colleges, Whose Records Are Unavailable.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4) FS. Law Implemented 466.006 FS. History–New 11-16-89, Amended 10-18-90, Formerly 21G-2.0148, 61F5-2.0148, 59Q-2.0148, Amended 7-29-97, 12-26-06, 3-18-12, Repealed 10-29-15.
64B5-2.0150 American Dental Licensing Exam Scores from Other Jurisdiction: Full-Time Practice Requirements.

The Florida dental clinical or practical examination is currently the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. The examination shall be administered in Florida and shall be graded by dentists licensed in Florida. An applicant for a dental license in Florida can submit ADLEX scores from a jurisdiction other than Florida if the examination was completed after October 1, 2011. If, however, the passing scores from the ADLEX are over 365 days old, the results will not be recognized unless all criteria below are met.

(1) Applicable Definitions:

(a) Full-time practice – means completing one thousand two hundred (1,200) hours of practice per calendar year; when applicable, the hours shall be broken down to one hundred (100) hours per month.

(b) Month – means thirty (30) days.

(c) Practice – means any combination of the following: 1) Active clinical practice of dentistry providing direct patient care; 2) Full-time practice as a faculty member employed by a dental or dental hygiene school approved by the board or accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation, or 3) Full-time practice as a student at a postgraduate dental education program approved by the board or accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation.

(d) Recognized or Other Jurisdiction – means a state or territory of the United States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(e) Verified – means the document shall be verified in compliance with section 92.525, F.S.

(2) Mandatory Criteria: The applicant shall meet all of the following criteria.

(a) Compliance with all provisions of section 466.006(4)(b)3., F.S. The applicant should carefully review this section of the Florida Statutes.

(b) Provide documentation that the applicant has been consecutively engaged in full-time practice in a recognized jurisdiction for the preceding five (5) years or since initial licensure, if less than five years, prior to the date of application for licensure to the Florida Board of Dentistry.

(3) Mandatory Documentation: The applicant shall comply with providing the following mandatory documentation.

(a) Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet:

1. The submission of a calendar month-by-calendar month and year-by-year chronological history of the applicant’s full-time practice in a spreadsheet format.

2. The spreadsheet shall be headed with the applicant’s full legal name and sub-headed “History of Full-Time Practice.”

3. Each page shall be sequentially paginated in the lower right hand corner with the applicant’s last name followed by a hyphen with an Arabic numeral. (Example: Smith-2, Smith-3, Smith-4, etcetera).

4. The applicant shall verify the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet by placing at the end of the document, “Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing History of Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet and that the facts stated in it are true.” The applicant shall sign directly under the verification statement and date the document. Reference section 92.525, F.S., concerning verification of documents.

5. Someone unrelated to the applicant shall verify the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet, by signing the same document with the same verification clause or by submitting a document (affidavit) verified in compliance with section 92.525, F.S. The verified document must attest that the applicant has been engaged in the Full-time Practice as indicated by the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet.

(b) Additional Verified Documents:

Each category of full-time practice claimed must be supported by the following documentation, which establishes or supports the spreadsheet submitted. There must be documentation submitted from subparagraph 1. and 2., below, if applicable.

1. A verified copy of financial or business record documents, reflecting the dates of employment that match the spreadsheet; a verified copy of a patient log or appointment schedule (names of patients shall be redacted to reflect the initials only). The Board will request verified financial billing documents to corroborate the patient log if the Board finds the patient log or appointment schedule lacking credibility.

2. An original and official letter from the dean of the school or program sent directly from the program or school to the Board, that supports that the applicant did engage in full-time practice as a faculty member or as a student which matches the dates month-for-month and year-for-year as listed on the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet.

3. Any other verified documentation that supports the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet.

(4) Mandatory Board Appearance and Delays:

(a) It is in the best interest of the applicant to carefully review all documents submitted for accuracy, authenticity, legibility, and statutory and rule compliance to avoid unnecessary delays, board appearances, or denials.

(b) The Board is authorized to require the applicant and the applicant’s witness to appear before the Board to give oral testimony under oath to assess credibility or accuracy of the full-time practice requirements. Section 466.006(4)(b)3.e.(IV), F.S. In addition, the Board can require a mandatory appearance regarding any licensure application and a failure to appear at one of the next two regularly scheduled meetings shall result in a denial of licensure and will toll the time for ruling on the application. Section 456.013(3), F.S. Finally, any incomplete submission can delay the application process. Section 120.60(1), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4), 466.006(4)(b)3.e.(III) FS. Law Implemented 466.004, 466.006(6) FS. History–New 7-1-12.

64B5-2.0152 Licenses Granted Based on The American Dental Licensing Exam From Other Jurisdiction: Full-Time Practice Requirements. 

The Florida dental clinical or practical examination is currently the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. The examination shall be administered in Florida and shall be graded by dentists licensed in Florida. An applicant for a dental license in Florida can submit ADLEX scores from a jurisdiction other than Florida if the examination was completed after October 1, 2011. Applicants who are relocating to this state based on scores from the ADLEX that was administered in a jurisdiction other than Florida must engage in the Full-time Practice of Dentistry inside the geographical boundaries of this state within the first year of receiving a dental license in Florida. In order to maintain the dental license the licensee must meet the following criteria.

(1) Applicable Definitions:

(a) Full-time Practice – means completing one thousand two hundred (1,200) hours of practice within the geographical boundaries of Florida within the first year of obtaining a Florida dental license.

(b) Practice – means any combination of the following: 1) Active clinical practice of dentistry providing direct patient care; 2) Full-time Practice as a faculty member employed by a dental or dental hygiene school approved by the board or accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation; or 3) Full-time Practice as a student at a postgraduate dental education program approved by the board or accredited by the American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation.
(c) Another or Other Jurisdiction – means another state or territory of the United States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.
(d) Full-time Practice Log – means a log the licensee must keep from the initial date of licensure in Florida which documents the daily practice time of the licensee.

(e) Relocating Applicants – means those applicants who are lawfully and currently practicing dentistry in another jurisdiction who apply for licensure in Florida based on the ADLEX administered in another jurisdiction. Lawfully and currently means those applicants that have or had a license to practice dentistry in another jurisdiction within the past six (6) months and those who have practiced the profession in any manner utilizing such license within the past six (6)months, prior to submitting the application for licensure in Florida.
(f) Verified – means the document shall be verified in compliance with section 92.525, F.S. 

(2) Mandatory Criteria:

The licensee shall meet all of the following criteria.

(a) Compliance with all provisions of section 466.006(6), F.S. The dentist should carefully review this section of the Florida Statutes.

(b) Provide documentation that the relocating dentist has been consecutively engaged in full-time practice within the first year of licensure in Florida.
(c) Maintain a Full-time Practice Log.
(d) A failure to meet the required full-time practice requirements will cause the dental license to expire as enumerated in section 466.006(6), F.S.
(3) Mandatory Documentation:

The dentist shall comply with providing the following mandatory documentation.

(a) Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet:

1. The submission of a month-by-month chronological history of the dentist’s full-time practice in a spreadsheet format from the date of initial license in Florida.

2. The spreadsheet shall be headed with the dentist’s full legal name and sub-headed “History of Full-time Practice.”

3. Each page shall be sequentially paginated in the lower right hand corner with the dentist’s last name followed by a hyphen with an Arabic numeral. (Example: Smith-2, Smith-3, Smith-4, etcetera.).

4. The dentist shall verify the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet by placing at the end of the document, “Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing History of Full-time Practice Spreadsheet and that the facts stated in it are true.” The dentist shall sign directly under the verification statement and date the document. Reference section 92.525, F.S., concerning verification of documents.
5. Someone unrelated to the dentist shall verify the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet, by signing the same document with the same verification clause or by submitting a document (affidavit) verified in compliance with section 92.525, F.S. The verified document must attest that the dentist has been engaged in the full-time practice as indicated by the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet.
(b) Additional Verified Documents:

Each category of Full-time Practice claimed must be supported by the following documentation, which establishes or supports the spreadsheet submitted.
1. A verified copy of financial or business record documents, reflecting the dates of employment that match the spreadsheet; a verified copy of a patient log or appointment schedule (names of patients shall be redacted to reflect initials only). The Board will request verified financial billing documents to corroborate the patient log if the Board finds the patient log or appointment schedule lacking credibility.
2. A verified copy of the Full-time Practice Log.

3. An original and official letter from the dean of the school or program sent directly from the program or school to the Board, that supports that the dentist did engage in full-time practice as a faculty member or as a student which matches the dates month-for-month as listed on the spreadsheet.

4. Any other verified document that supports the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet.

(4) Mandatory Submission:

(a) All documentation shall be submitted to the Board office within thirty days prior to the expiration of the first year of practice. The initial day of licensure shall not count. A failure to timely submit all required documentation will lead to the expiration of licensure in compliance with section 466.006(6)(c), F.S. 

(b) The dentist shall make certain that all submissions are timely, accurate, legible, and authentic to avoid the expiration of the dental licensee. The Board is authorized to require the licensee and the licensees’ witnesses to appear before the Board and give oral testimony under oath to assess credibility and accuracy.
Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4), 466.006(6)(b)2 FS. Law Implemented 466.004, 466.006(6) FS. History–New 5-13-12.

64B5-2.0155 Time Requirements for Application, Disposition of Untimely or Incomplete Applications and Associated Fees.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006, 466.007 FS. History–New 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.0155, 61F5-2.0155, 59Q-2.0155, Repealed 3-18-12.
64B5-2.016 Evaluation of Credentials.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006, 466.007 FS. History–New 10-8-79, Amended 10-26-80, 5-2-84, Formerly 21G-2.16, Amended 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.016, 61F5-2.016, 59Q-2.016, Repealed 3-18-12.
64B5-2.017 Acceptable Variance of Examiners.

(1) All clinical gradings by examiners are to be made independently. Each clinical procedure shall be graded by three (3) examiners. On the clinical portion of the dental hygiene examination described in rule 64B5-2.0135, F.A.C., the three independent grades shall be utilized in a system of corroborated errors to determine an applicant’s final grade on each procedure of the clinical portion. The corroborated errors grading system requires that at least two of the independent examiners must agree on the presence of the error before the error may be used in calculating an applicant’s grade.

(2) There shall be a variance review of all grades of all applicants taking the clinical part of the examination for the purpose of determining inter-examiner variance.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4), 466.006(5)(d) FS. Law Implemented 466.006(5)(d) FS. History–New 12-10-79, Amended 6-22-80, 4-20-81, 5-24-82, 12-6-82, 5-24-83, 5-2-84, 5-19-85, Formerly 21G-2.17, 21G-2.017, 61F5-2.017, 59Q-2.017, Amended 10-12-04, 10-10-10, 1-10-12.
64B5-2.020 Selection of Examiners.

(1) In order to be eligible for selection and retention as an examiner, a Florida licensed dentist or dental hygienist must meet the following minimum qualifications:

(a) Has been actively engaged in the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene in Florida for five years immediately preceding selection;

(b) Has demonstrated interest in continuing dental education; and,
(c) Is not connected in any way with any medical college or dental college.

(2) Licensees who meet the base qualifications listed in paragraphs (1)(a) and (b), and have never acted as an examiner must be recommended to the Department of Health by the Board. Those licensees who meet the base qualifications listed in paragraphs (1)(a) and (b), and have acted as an examiner at previous examinations may be asked to be an examiner by the Department so long as their previous performance as an examiner was satisfactory as determined by post-examination examiner variance statistics compiled by the Department.

(3) Prior to each examination the Department will determine the number of examiners it will need to administer the examination. Once that determination is made, the Department will establish a pool of individuals from which the actual examiners will be selected. In forming this pool the Department will initially contact those individuals who have previously examined and whose past performance is deemed satisfactory based on post-examination examiner variance statistics compiled by the Department. When the Department is unable to establish a sufficient pool of individuals with satisfactory experience as examiners, it will notify the Board who will then recommend a list of individuals meeting the qualifications of paragraphs (1)(a) and (b). The Department will select from the Board’s recommended list sufficient individuals to insure that there will be an adequate pool from which to draw the requisite number of examiners.

(4) Those individuals forming the pool from which the examiners will be selected shall attend every session of the pre-examination standardization exercise conducted by the Department. At the conclusion of standardization, the individual members of the pool will be tested on their ability to adhere to and apply the examination grading criteria and they will be rank-ordered based on their performance on the standardization test. Selecting those individuals in the pool with the highest rank-order, the Department will submit a list of proposed examiners to the Board for its approval. However, if an individual has examined previously and his score on the Department’s post-examination examiner variance study reflects a higher adherence to the criteria than his rank-order on the standardization test, the Department will utilize his post-examination variance score rather than his standardization rank-order in determining whether to recommend him as an examiner. If the Board rejects any proposed examiner the Department shall return to the rank-order list and shall recommend remaining pool members based on their rank-order.

(5) Subsequent to the examination, the Department will compile post-examination variance statistics for each examiner which statistics shall be utilized in determining whether a particular examiner will be requested to participate in any future pools of prospective examiners.

(6) In an attempt to continually replenish the pool of possible examiners, no individual will be permitted to examine for more than four (4) consecutive years. Any such individual will be eligible for the pool of prospective examiners after not examining for a period of one (1) year. However, this prohibition will not be enforced when the Department is unable to establish a sufficient pool of prospective examiners.

(7) In determining whether to ask an otherwise qualified individual to participate in the examiner pool, the Department and the Board may also consider the following factors:

(a) Whether the individual is currently or has ever had a license to practice dentistry or dental hygiene revoked, suspended, or otherwise acted against, including the denial of licensure by the licensing authority of another state, territory or country;

(b) Whether the individual limits his practice of dentistry to a recognized specialty area;

(c) Whether the individual has any criminal convictions;

(d) Whether the individual has been involved in any civil litigation and, if so, the nature and result of the litigation;

(e) Whether the individual has been associated with a dental hygiene program.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1)(b), 466.004(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1)(b) FS. History–New 5-24-83, Amended 5-27-84, Formerly 21G-2.20, 21G-2.020, 61F5-2.020, 59Q-2.020, Amended 2-15-06.

64B5-2.021 Additional Education Requirements for Reexamination.

(1) Any applicant who has failed to pass the clinical examination in three attempts shall not be eligible for reexamination until he or she completes a one year general practice residency, advanced education general dentistry residency, or pedodontic residency or a minimum of one academic year of undergraduate clinical coursework in dentistry at a dental school approved by the American Dental Association’s Commission on Dental Accreditation. At the time of application for reexamination the applicant must furnish proof from the educational institution of successful completion of one of the residency programs listed above or the required coursework. However, for those applicants completing their coursework immediately prior to the examination or those applicants who have completed at least 9 months of a general practice residency, who cannot provide an official transcript, proof of having successfully completed the required coursework or residency shall consist of a statement from the dean of the school where the coursework or residency was completed that the requirements of this rule will have been met prior to the date set for issuance of examination grades. Grades received by a candidate taking the examination pursuant to this exception will not be certified, and grade results will be null and void if successful completion of the coursework or residency has not been established prior to the date set for issuance of examination grades. Successful completion of coursework shall be established by submission of an official transcript.

(2) The statutory provision that an applicant complete additional educational requirements if he or she fails to pass a specified portion of the examination three times is interpreted by the Board to mean that additional education shall be required after every third unsuccessful attempt, i.e., after the third, sixth, ninth, etc., attempts.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004 FS. Law Implemented 466.006 FS. History–New 9-4-84, Formerly 21G-2.21, Amended 1-6-87, 11-16-89, Formerly 21G-2.021, 61F5-2.021, 59Q-2.021, Amended 6-12-00.

64B5-2.022 Examination Review.

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(2) FS. Law Implemented 456.017(2) FS. History–New 3-25-90, Formerly 21G-2.022, 61F5-2.022, 59Q-2.022, Repealed 10-29-15.
