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64B24-6.001 Continuing Education for Biennial Renewal.

(1) Each midwife licensed pursuant to Chapter 467, F.S., shall complete 20 clock hours of department approved, clinically related continuing education during the biennium preceding renewal. A clock hour is defined as not less than 50 minutes.

(2) A licensee shall not be required to complete continuing education hours, if the initial license is issued in the second year of the biennium.

(3) The following courses are part of each licensee’s continuing education requirements:

(a) One hour in HIV/AIDS every biennium;

(b) Two hours in domestic violence during every third biennium;

(c) One hour in the laws and rules governing the Midwifery Practice Act every biennium; and

(d) Two hours in medical error prevention every biennium.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(1), 456.031, 467.005 FS. Law Implemented 381.0034, 456.013, 456.031, 467.012(2) FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.001, Amended 6-20-96, Formerly 59DD-6.001, Amended 9-10-02, 12-26-06.

64B24-6.002 Continuing Education Requirements for Reactivation.

(1) Each midwife licensed pursuant to Chapter 467, F.S., whose license has been on inactive status for more than 1 year shall be required to complete continuing education hours as a condition for reactivating the inactive license.

(2) The licensee shall submit to the department evidence of participation in 10 clock hours of department approved, clinically related continuing education for each year the licensee’s license remained inactive. This requirement is in addition to submitting evidence of the continuing education required for the previous biennium in which the licensee held an active license.

Rulemaking Authority 467.005 FS. Law Implemented 467.013 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.002, 59DD-6.002, Amended 9-10-02.

64B24-6.003 Documentation of Continuing Education Hours.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 467.005, 467.012 FS. Law Implemented 467.012 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.003, 59DD-6.003, Repealed 3-2-14.
64B24-6.004 Continuing Education Providers.

(1) Any institution, organization, agency or individual seeking approved provider status for the purpose of conducting continuing education programs for licensed midwives shall apply to the department, by completing Form DH-MQA 1055, Application for Continuing Education Provider, incorporated herein by reference and revised 8/01, which may be obtained from the Council of Licensed Midwifery, Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C06, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3256; and remitting the provider application fee required by Rule Chapter 64B24-3, F.A.C.

(2) The department shall issue a provider number to all approved providers pursuant to Rule 64B24-6.005, F.A.C. The provider number shall appear on all documents relating to each continuing education program conducted by the provider.

(3) Approved provider status shall be effective for the biennium in which such status was granted by the department. Provider status may be renewed upon meeting requirements of Rule 64B24-6.005, F.A.C., completing the form provided by the department, and remitting the renewal fee pursuant to Rule 64B24-3.001, F.A.C.

(4) Approved providers shall maintain records of each program offering for 4 years following each licensure biennium during which the program was offered. Program records shall be limited to the following items:

(a) A program outline which reflects its educational objectives;

(b) The instructor’s name;

(c) The date and location of the program;

(d) Participants’ evaluations of the program;

(e) The number of clock hours of credit awarded to each participant; and

(f) A roster of participants by name and licensure number.

(5) The approved provider shall certify the participation of any midwife who completes the program by providing the midwife with a certificate or comparable documentation verifying that the midwife completed the program. The verification shall contain:

(a) The provider’s name and provider number;

(b) The title of the program;

(c) The name of the instructor;

(d) The date and location of the program; and

(e) The number of hours of continuing education earned.

(6) Presenters of programs may receive the same amount of credit, on a one time basis, as program participants. The presenters must have developed the program, been in attendance for the entire program and received documentation of completion from the approved provider. A maximum of 3 hours of continuing education credit per biennium may be received for presenting programs.

(7) The department retains the right and authority to audit or monitor programs and review records and program materials given by any provider approved pursuant to this section. The department may rescind provider status or reject individual programs given by a provider if they do not have clinical relevance to the practice of midwifery, or if any false or misleading information has been disseminated in connection with the continuing education program, or if the provider has failed to conform to and abide by the conditions outlined in the application and rules of the department.

Rulemaking Authority 467.005 FS. Law Implemented 467.012 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.004, 59DD-6.004, Amended 9-10-02.

64B24-6.005 Criteria for Continuing Education Programs.

(1) Any institution, organization, agency or individual approved by the department to provide continuing education programs to midwives for the purpose of licensure renewal shall demonstrate such programs comply with the following criteria:

(a) Programs shall have clinical relevance to the practice of midwifery;

(b) Programs shall be at least 1 clock-hour in duration;

(c) Programs shall have an organized structure with objectives and expected outcomes; and

(d) Presenters, instructors and facilitators of programs shall be recognized professionals such as physicians, nurses, certified nurse midwives, psychologists, or licensed midwives.

(2) The following programs which meet the requirements of subsection (1) of this rule are approved for renewal of license;

(a) Programs sponsored by the American College of Nurse Midwives or the Midwives Alliance of North America;

(b) Programs offered by a midwifery training program approved by the agency pursuant to Rules 64B24-4.002 and 64B24-4.006, F.A.C.;

(c) Programs sponsored by the Public Health Service;

(d) Programs sponsored by the American Red Cross;

(e) American Medical Association (AMA) or American Osteopathic Association (AOA) Category I programs;

(f) Programs sponsored by the American Psychological Association (APA);

(g) Programs sponsored by the American Heart Association;

(h) Programs sponsored by the American Cancer Society; and

(i) Programs sponsored by the National Safety Council.

(j) Courses that have been pre-approved by the Florida Board of Nursing, Florida Board of Medicine, Florida Board of Osteopathic Medicine, Florida Board of Pharmacy, Florida Board of Psychology, Florida Board of Massage Therapy; Florida Board of Acupuncture, the Dietetic and Nutrition Practice Council of Florida, and the Florida Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy and Mental Health Counseling as it pertains to the practice of midwifery.

(k) A Florida licensed midwife who resides in another state may obtain the continuing education units required for license renewal from programs approved by the state agencies which regulate licensure of health care professionals in that state providing such programs have clinical relevance to the practice of midwifery and meet the requirements of this section.

(l) Videocassette courses up to a maximum of five (5) hours per subject which meet the criteria pursuant to this section.

(m) Programs not specifically approved above shall be considered by the department on an individual basis upon written request and sufficient documentation to verify that the program meets the requirements pursuant to Rule 64B24-6.005, F.A.C.

(3) To receive approval by the department, courses on domestic violence must be a minimum of 1 hour long, cover the substantive areas set forth in Section 456.031, F.S., as it pertains to the practice of midwifery, and must be approved by a state or federal government agency or professional association within the United States or offered by an approved continuing education provider. Home study courses which meet these requirements will be accepted.

Rulemaking Authority 467.005, 467.012 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.031, 467.012 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.005, Amended 3-20-96, Formerly 59DD-6.005, Amended 9-10-02, 4-1-09.

64B24-6.006 Performance of Pro Bono Services.

(1) Up to 5 hours, per biennium, of continuing education credit may be fulfilled by the performance of pro bono services to the indigent or to under served populations or in areas of critical need within the state pursuant to Section 456.013(8), F.S. The standard for determining indigence shall be that recognized by the Federal Poverty Income Guidelines produced by the United States Department of Health and Human Services.

(2) In order to receive credit under this rule, licensees must notify the department and receive approval in advance of providing the services. Credit shall be given on an hour per hour basis. In the formal request to the department, licensees shall disclose the following:

(a) The type, nature and extent of services to be rendered;

(b) The location where the services will be rendered;

(c) The number of patients expected to be served; and

(d) A statement indicating that the patients to be served are indigent.

If licensees intend to provide services in under-served or critical-need areas, the request for approval shall provide a brief explanation as to those facts.

Rulemaking Authority 456.025(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.013(8) FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-6.006, 59DD-6.006.
