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64B15-13.001 Continuing Education for Biennial Renewal.

Every person licensed pursuant to Chapter 459, F.S., except those licensed as physician assistants pursuant to Section 459.022, F.S., shall be required to complete forty (40) hours of continuing medical education courses approved by the Board in the twenty-four (24) months preceding each biennial renewal period as established by the Department. Continuing medical education (CME) requirements for biennial renewal of licensure are set forth in this rule. For the 2020-2022 biennial renewal period, all of the CME required by this rule may be obtained by completion of courses offered in a distance learning format.
(1)(a) For each biennial renewal, a licensee shall complete a one (1) hour continuing medical education course in Florida Laws and Rules/Professional and Medical Ethics, and a two (2) hour course in Prevention of Medical Errors.

(b) A licensee shall not be required to complete continuing medical education if the initial license is issued subsequent to July 1 of the second year of the biennium, except such licensee is required to complete the CME in paragraph 64B15-13.001(1)(a), F.A.C.

(c) A licensee shall complete a two (2) hour Domestic Violence Course as part of every third biennial renewal of licensure.

(d) A licensee shall complete a one (1) hour HIV/AIDS course no later than upon first biennial renewal of licensure.

(e) A licensee who is registered with the United States Drug Enforcement Agency and is authorized to prescribe controlled substances is required to complete a 2-hour course on prescribing controlled substances at each biennial renewal of licensure as required by Section 456.0301, F.S. The Board approves the controlled substance prescribing courses offered by the Florida Medical Association, the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association, the Florida Academy of Family Physicians, the Florida College of Emergency Physicians, Baptist Health South Florida/Quality Network, InforMed, Florida Psychiatric Society, NetCE, and The Doctors Company, for the purpose of meeting this continuing education requirement. The course may be offered in a distance learning format.
(2) At least twenty (20) of the forty (40) hours of the continuing medical education required under this rule shall be American Osteopathic Association approved Category I-A continuing education related to the practice of osteopathic medicine or under osteopathic auspices.

(3)(a) The continuing medical education found in paragraph 64B15-13.001(1)(a), F.A.C., with regard to Florida Laws and Rules/Professional and Medical Ethics, and the Prevention of Medical Errors shall be obtained by the completion of live, participatory attendance courses. However, the continuing medical education found in paragraphs 64B15-13.001(1)(c) through (e), F.A.C., with regard to HIV/AIDS, domestic violence, and prescribing controlled substances may be obtained by the completion of courses offered in a distance learning format.

(b) For purposes of this rule, Florida Laws and Rules means Chapters 456 and 459, F.S., and rule Division 64B15, F.A.C.

(c) Three (3) hours of CME may be obtained by attending at least three (3) hours of disciplinary matters at a regular meeting of the Board of Osteopathic Medicine in compliance with the following:

1. The licensee must sign in with the Executive Director of the Board, or designee, before the meeting day begins.

2. The licensee must remain in continuous attendance.

3. The licensee must sign out with the Executive Director of the Board, or designee, at the end of the meeting day or at such other earlier time as affirmatively authorized by the Board. The licensee may receive CME credit for attending the disciplinary portion of a Board meeting only if the licensee is attending on that day solely for that purpose; the licensee may not receive such credit if appearing at the Board meeting for another purpose. Members of the Board of Osteopathic Medicine may receive CME credit for such attendance at one full day of disciplinary hearings at a regular meeting of the Board.

4. A licensee may use no more than six (6) hours of continuing education obtained by attending a Board of Osteopathic Medicine meeting for the purpose of completing the continuing education requirements for each biennial renewal.

(d) For purposes of this rule, a two hour Prevention of Medical Errors course shall include a study of root cause analysis, error reduction and prevention, and patient safety. The course shall address medication errors, surgical errors, diagnostic inaccuracies, and system failures, and shall provide recommendations for creating safety systems in health care organizations. The course must include information relating to the five most mis-diagnosed conditions during the previous biennium, as determined by the Board. The following areas have been determined as the five most mis-diagnosed conditions:
1. Inappropriate prescribing of controlled substances;
2. Failure to monitor the safety of prescribed medications;
3. Retained foreign objects in surgery and wrong site/patient surgery;
4. Failure to accurately diagnose cause of back and leg pain; and

5. Failure to timely diagnose sepsis.
(4) The following courses are approved by the Board:

(a) Organized courses of post graduate study offered by or approved by the American Osteopathic Association or the American Medical Association or any of their divisional societies;

(b) Organized courses of post graduate study sponsored by a medical school recognized and approved by the American Osteopathic Association or the American Medical Association;

(c) Organized courses of post graduate study sponsored by a specialty college of the American Osteopathic Association or the American Medical Association;

(d) Organized courses of post graduate study sponsored by the Public Health Service, state or territorial health services, or a branch of the United States Armed Services;

(e) Fellowships approved by the American Osteopathic Association or the American Medical Association; Internship or residency approved by the American Osteopathic Association or the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education; each fellow, intern and/or resident shall be responsible for obtaining the continuing medical education required under this rule. For fellows, interns, and/or residents in approved AOA, AMA or ACGME educational training programs, ten (10) continuing medical education credit hours shall be awarded for successful completion of each 6 month training program period;

(f) Teacher hours, lecture hours or scientific papers read and published which are approved for credit by the American Osteopathic Association;

(g) Annual convention and mid-year seminars sponsored by the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association;

(h) Internship or residency approved by the American Osteopathic Association or the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education;

(i) Routine hospital programs, including clinical and pathological conferences, mortality review, medical audit committees, tumor board, peer review or utilization review; that are approved by the American Osteopathic Association, (AOA), the American Medical Association, (AMA), or by the Board.

(5) Home study hours up to a maximum of eight (8) hours per biennium may be utilized toward continuing education requirements for renewal. In order to be acceptable, said home study hours must be approved by the AOA, the AMA, the Board, or approved for credit as a college or university extension course with approved grading and evaluation standards.
(6) In addition to the continuing medical education credits authorized above, a volunteer expert witness who is providing expert witness opinions for cases being reviewed pursuant to Chapter 459, F.S., shall receive five (5) hours of credit for each case reviewed. A volunteer expert may not accrue in excess of 15 hours of credit per biennium pursuant to this paragraph. Former Board members serving on the Probable Cause Panel shall be allowed a maximum of 15 hours of credit per biennium pursuant to Section 456.013, F.S.
(7) A licensee who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States on active duty and for a period of six (6) months after discharge from active duty may obtain all forty (40) hours of continuing medical education in a distance learning format or home study, including the courses required by paragraph 64B15-13.001(1)(a), and is exempt from the requirements of subsection 64B15-13.001(2), F.A.C.

(8) A licensee who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States can claim exemption from this rule provided the licensee meets the requirements set forth in Section 456.024(1), Florida Statutes.
Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.0301, 456.031, 459.005, 459.008(4) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.0301, 456.031, 459.008 FS. History–New 10-23-79, Amended 1-29-86, Formerly 21R-13.01, Amended 12-5-89, 4-8-91, 2-16-92, Formerly 21R-13.001, Amended 1-10-94, Formerly 61F9-13.001, Amended 10-25-95, Formerly 59W-13.001, Amended 1-19-98, 6-3-98, 4-14-99, 5-26-02, 5-10-04, 7-27-04, 2-9-05, 2-14-06, 1-29-07, 5-10-09, 4-5-10, 11-6-12, 8-14-14, 8-21-16, 5-17-18, 8-9-18, 11-15-18, 8-12-19, 8-13-20, 9-8-20.
64B15-13.002 Continuing Education Requirements for Reactivation.

(1) Every license holder pursuant to chapter 459, F.S., whose license has been inactive or retired for more than one (1) year shall be required to complete continuing education requirements as a condition for reactivating the license.

(2)(a) The continuing education requirements shall be twenty (20) attendance hours for each year the license was inactive or retired; of these 20 hours, at least 10 must be AOA Category 1A hours. 
(b) Three (3) of the total number of continuing medical education hours required for reactivation shall be as found in paragraph 64B15-13.001(1)(a), F.A.C.
(c) If the licensee is registered with the United States Drug Enforcement Agency and is authorized to prescribe controlled substances, the licensee also is required to complete the 2-hour course on prescribing controlled substances as set forth in paragraph 64B15-13.001(1)(e), F.A.C., as part of the total number of continuing education hours required for reactivation.

(3) The courses listed in Rule 64B15-13.001, F.A.C., shall constitute the list of approved courses under this rule.

Rulemaking Authority 459.009(2) FS. Law Implemented 459.009(1) FS. History–New 10-23-79, Amended 4-17-85, Formerly 21R-13.02, Amended 5-13-87, Formerly 21R-13.002, Amended 1-10-94, Formerly 61F9-13.002, Amended 8-27-95, Formerly 59W-13.002, Amended 12-9-97, 2-9-05, 1-8-14, 8-12-19.
64B15-13.0025 Requirement for Continuing Education Course on Prescribing Controlled Substances.

(1) Pursuant to Section 456.0301, F.S., by January 31, 2019, all physicians who are registered with the United States Drug Enforcement Agency and authorized to prescribe controlled substances must complete a 2-hour course on prescribing controlled substances.

(2) The Board approves the controlled substance prescribing courses offered by the Florida Medical Association, the Florida Osteopathic Medical Association, the Florida Academy of Family Physicians, the Florida College of Emergency Physicians, Baptist Health South Florida/Quality Network, and InforMed, for the purpose of meeting this continuing education requirement. The course may be offered in a distance learning format.

(3) The 2-hour controlled substances prescribing course shall be included in the total hours required for continuing education renewal purposes.

(4) This rule requirement is not applicable to physician assistants licensed pursuant to Section 459.022, F.S. 

Rulemaking Authority 456.0301(2) FS. Law Implemented 456.0301 FS. History–New 7-11-18, Amended 11-15-18.

64B15-13.003 Proof of Completion of Continuing Medical Education Hours.

(1) At the time of licensure renewal, each physician shall be required to submit to the Department the renewal application as required by Rule 64B-9.001, F.A.C., to pay the applicable fee, and to comply with the continuing medical education (C.M.E.) requirements of Rule 64B15-13.001, F.A.C. Each physician shall be responsible for maintaining proof of C.M.E. hours for the biennium in which the hours were earned for renewal and for a period of at least four (4) years after the close of the renewal period for which the physician is submitting the hours.

(2) The Board will conduct an audit of randomly selected licensees to assure compliance with C.M.E. requirements. Failure to maintain documentation or the submission of false or misleading information or documentation shall subject the licensee to disciplinary action.

Rulemaking Authority 459.005, 459.008(2) FS. Law Implemented 459.008(4) FS. History–New 1-29-86, Amended 4-8-91, Formerly 21R-13.003, Amended 1-10-94, Formerly 61F9-13.003, 59W-13.003, Amended 11-6-12.
64B15-13.004 Application for Board Approved Provider Status.

(1) Entities or individuals who wish to become approved providers of continuing education must submit the approval fee set forth in subsection 64B15-10.010(1), F.A.C., and an application which contains the following information, and which is accompanied by the following documentation:

(a) The name of the contact person who will fulfill the reporting and documentation requirements for approved providers and who will assure the provider’s compliance with Rule 64B15-13.0045, F.A.C.; and,
(b) The qualifications of all instructors, which may be evidenced by a curriculum vitae or professional licensure in the subject area taught.

(2) If granted, provider approval will be granted for a period not to exceed the time from the date of approval to the end of the next successive licensure biennium after approval was obtained. Application for renewal of provider status shall be made at least 90 days prior to the end of the biennium in which approval expires and must be accompanied by the biennial renewal fee set forth in subsection 64B15-10.010(2), F.A.C. Renewal applications shall contain all information required for initial provider approval as well as course outlines and information evidencing compliance with Rule 64B15-13.0045, F.A.C., for each course offered during the provider status.

Rulemaking Authority 456.025 FS. Law Implemented 456.025 FS. History–New 8-12-02.

64B15-13.0045 Standards for Board Approved Providers.

Approved continuing professional education providers and providers authorized pursuant to Rule 64B15-13.004, F.A.C., shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) All courses shall reflect appropriate didactic and clinical training for the subject matter and shall be designed to meet specifically stated educational objectives.

(2) Instructors shall be adequately qualified by training, experience or licensure to teach specified courses.

(3) Facilities and equipment for each course in which patients are treated during instruction shall be adequate for the subject matter and method of instruction.

(4) Course length shall be sufficient to provide meaningful education in the subject matter presented. One half hour or one hour of continuing education credit shall be awarded for each 25 or 50 minutes of actual classroom or clinical instruction, respectively. No continuing education credit shall be awarded for participation of less than 25 minutes.

(5) Providers shall provide written certification to each participant who completes a continuing education course or portion of that course which consists of at least 25 minutes of instruction. Certification shall include the participant’s name and license number, the provider’s name and number, the course title, instructor, location, date offered and hours of continuing education credit awarded, and validation through the signature of the provider, official representative or instructor.

(6) Providers shall maintain records of each course offering for 4 years following each licensure biennium during which the course was offered. Course records shall include a course outline which reflects its educational objectives, the instructor’s name, the date and location of the course, participants’ evaluations of the course, the hours of continuing education credit awarded for each participant and a roster of participants by name and license number.

(7) Providers’ records and courses shall be subject to Board review. Failure to maintain the standards set forth in this rule shall subject the provider to the suspension or rescission of the providership.

(8) Providers shall comply with rules promulgated by the Department of Health concerning the electronic transmission of course attendance information necessary to implement the electronic tracking system.

Rulemaking Authority 456.025, 456.013(9) FS. Law Implemented 456.025, 456.013(9) FS. History–New 8-12-02.

64B15-13.005 Performance of Pro Bono Medical Services.

(1) Up to 10 hours, per biennium, of continuing education credit may be fulfilled by the performance of pro bono medical services to the indigent or to underserved populations or in areas of critical need within the state where the licensee practices. The standard for determining indigency shall be low-income (no greater than 150% of the federal poverty level) or uninsured persons. Credit shall be given on an hour per hour basis.

(2) The Board approves for credit under this rule, the following entities:

(a) The Department of Health;

(b) Community and Migrant Health Centers funded under section 330 of the United States Public Health Service Act; and,
(c) Volunteer Health Care provider programs contracted to provide uncompensated care under the provisions of Section 766.1115, F.S., with the Department of Health.

(3) For services provided to an entity not specified under this rule a licensee must apply for prior approval in order to receive credit. In the application for approval, licensees shall disclose the type, nature and extent of services to be rendered, the facility where the services will be rendered, the number of patients expected to be served, and a statement indicating that the patients to be served are indigent. If the licensee intends to provide services in underserved or critical need areas, the application shall provide a brief explanation as to those facts.

(4) Unless otherwise provided through Board order, no licensee who is subject to a disciplinary action that requires additional continuing education as a penalty, shall be permitted to use pro bono medical services as a method of meeting the additional continuing education requirements.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013(9), 459.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.013(9) FS. History–New 12-7-92, Formerly 21R-13.005, 61F9-13.005, Amended 10-25-95, Formerly 59W-13.005, Amended 10-19-03.
