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64B12-9.001 Examination for Licensure.

(1) Both the American Board of Opticianry and National Contact Lens Examiners (ABO-NCLE) and National Commission of State Opticianry Regulatory Boards (NCSORB) examinations are considered state board approved practical examinations for the purposes of this section.

(2) There shall be three parts to the examination for Florida licensure in opticianry: 
(a) A national opticianry competency examination which shall consist of either the National Opticianry Competency Examination developed by the American Board of Opticiancy (ABO) or the Basic Spectacles Examination developed by NCSORB.

(b) A national contact lens examination which shall consist of either Contact Lens Registry Examination developed by the National Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE) or the Basic Contact Lens Examination developed by NCSORB; and
(c) A state board approved practical examination.

(3) Applicants, who have been certified eligible by the board, having completed all requirements including successful completion of the opticianry competency and the contact lens examinations, will be admitted to take a state board approved practical examination.
(4) Proof of having successfully completed the national portions of the examination shall consist of certification of the candidate’s scores from the testing body directly to the Board.

(5) The respective testing body shall establish the criteria for determining the minimum score necessary for successful completion.

(6) The applicant must have successfully completed all required examinations within the three years immediately preceding application for licensure. For applications submitted more than three years after successful completion of the examinations, the application may submit a current Ntaional Certification and proof that the applicant has continued to maintain a current National Certification by completing continuing education courses.
Rulemaking Authority 456.017(1), 484.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(1), 484.002, 484.007 FS. History–New 12-6-79, Amended 8-10-80, 3-11-81, 10-29-81, 6-30-82, 8-11-82, 2-2-83, 8-29-85, Formerly 21P-9.01, Amended 9-17-87, 3-30-89, 2-18-93, Formerly 21P-9.001, Amended 5-2-94, Formerly 61G13-9.001, Amended 5-4-97, Formerly 59U-9.001, Amended 4-20-98, 9-12-99, 1-7-03, 8-28-05, 7-12-07, 5-16-12, 7-23-19, 5-26-21.
64B12-9.0015 Application for Examination and Licensure.

(1) Any person seeking licensure as an optician shall submit to the Board a completed application to take the examination on Form DH-MQA 1065, Optician Application for Examination, (revised 8/2021), hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, which can be obtained from the Board of Opticianry’s website at http://www.floridaopticianry.gov or at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13827. The application shall be accompanied with the application fee specified in Rule 64B12-11.002, F.A.C., which is non-refundable.

(2) Any application which is not accompanied with the application fees shall not be accepted for review.

(3) Any application which does not provide all information required by the application forms shall not be considered by the Board until it has been completed. Any applicant who fails to complete the application within 12 months of its receipt in the Board office shall be required to apply as an initial applicant.

(4) Upon certifying applicants for the licensure examination, the Board shall also certify applicants for licensure, contingent and effective upon the following:

(a) Successful completion of required examinations;
(b) Successful completion of a two-hour laws and rules course by a Board approved laws and rules course provider;
(c) Successful completion of a two-hour live technical practice continuing education course on fitting and adjusting provided by a Board approved provider;
(d) No discovery of disqualifying factors prior to licensure; and,
(e) Payment of the initial licensure fee within one (1) year of notification of successful passage of the examination.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.017, 456.072, 484.005, 484.007 FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.017, 456.0635, 484.007 FS. History–New 3-30-89, Amended 3-29-92, 2-18-93, Formerly 21P-9.0015, Amended 5-2-94, Formerly 61G13-9.0015, 59U-9.0015, Amended 1-4-98, 11-28-02, 8-28-05, 5-25-09, 5-19-10, 11-29-12, 11-29-16, 2-12-19, 12-10-19, 3-16-21, 11-14-21.
64B12-9.0016 Demonstrating Knowledge of Laws and Rules for Licensure.

An applicant for licensure as an optician shall demonstrate knowledge of the laws and rules for licensure in the following manner:

(1) An applicant shall complete an approved course consisting of a minimum of two hours which shall include the following subject areas:

(a) Chapter 484, Part I, F.S.

(b) Division 64B12, F.A.C.

(c) Chapter 456, F.S.

(2) The laws and rules course must provide integration of the above subject areas into the competencies required for the practice of opticianry and interactive discussion of examples applying the laws and rules that govern opticianry.

(3) Upon completion of the course, the applicant shall receive a certificate of completion and submit the original certificate of completion to the Board.

(4) A laws and rules course offered by a Board approved laws and rules course provider shall qualify for continuing education credit even if the provider is not an approved continuing education provider pursuant to Rule 64B12-15.004, F.A.C.

(5) For purposes of this rule, an hour is defined as a 60-minute clock hour in which there is no less than 50 minutes of uninterrupted instruction.

(6) A Board approved course is one that meets the criteria set forth herein and is offered by a course provider who has requested approved provider status as set forth in the applicable portions of Rule 64B12-15.004, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 484.002(6), 484.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(6) FS. History–New 4-17-03.

64B12-9.002 Re-Examination.

An applicant who fails any portion of a state board approved practical examination for licensure shall be required to retake only that portion of the examination on which the applicant has not yet achieved a passing grade. However, an applicant must complete the retake(s) within twelve (12) months of the original failed examination date. An applicant who has not achieved a passing score on all portions of the original examination within twelve (12) months of the original examination date must apply for and take the entire current licensure examination excluding ABO and NCLE, provided current certification is maintained. 

Rulemaking Authority 456.017(2), 484.005 FS. Law Implemented 456.017(2) FS. History–New 12-6-79, Amended 8-29-85, Formerly 21P-9.02, Amended 3-10-86, 3-5-87, Formerly 21P-9.002, Amended 5-2-94, Formerly 61G13-9.002, 59U-9.002, Amended 8-28-05, 6-17-09, 5-19-10, 4-9-12, 4-28-14, 7-23-19.
64B12-9.016 Eligibility of Individuals Licensed in Another State.

(1) For purposes of determining eligibility for examination of an individual pursuant to Sections 484.007(1)(d)2. and 3., F.S., the Board shall interpret the phrase “immediately preceding application” to mean that the individual must apply for the examinations set forth in subsections 64B12-9.001(1), (3) and (4), F.A.C., for licensure in Florida within two (2) years of ceasing the actual practice of opticianry in the other state upon which the eligibility is claimed.

(2) Applicants for examination pursuant to Section 484.007(1)(d)2., F.S., shall submit with the application, documentation that they are actively licensed to practice opticianry, in another state, territory, or jurisdiction of the United States, for a period of more than 3 years immediately preceding application; and, that they meet the examination qualifications as provided in Section 484.007(1)(d)2., F.S. Periods of apprenticeship or training in opticianry shall not be considered to constitute any portion of the required years of practice.

Rulemaking Authority 484.005 FS. Law Implemented 484.007(1)(d)2. FS. History–New 8-30-84, Formerly 21D-17.01, Amended 9-17-87, 1-26-88, Formerly 21P-17.001, Amended 9-2-92, 2-18-93, Formerly 21P-9.016, Amended 5-2-94, Formerly 61G13-9.016, 59U-9.016, Amended 8-6-97, 5-24-07.

64B12-9.017 Eligibility of Individuals Practicing in a State in Which Licensure is Not Required.

(1) For purposes of determining eligibility for examination of an individual pursuant to Sections 484.007(1)(d)2. and 3., F.S., the Board shall interpret the phrase “immediately preceding application” to mean that the individual must apply for the examinations set forth in subsections 64B12-9.001(1), (3) and (4), F.A.C., for licensure in Florida within two (2) years of ceasing the actual practice of opticianry in the other state upon which the eligibility is claimed.

(2) Applicants for examination pursuant to Section 484.007(1)(d)3., F.S., shall submit with the application documentation that they have actively practiced opticianry for a period of more than 5 years immediately preceding application and who meets the examination qualifications as provided in Section 484.007(1)(d)3., F.S. Periods of apprenticeship or training in opticianry shall not be considered to constitute any portion of the required years of practice. The applicant must establish independent engagement in all aspects of the practice of opticianry during the period for which actual practice is claimed. Such documentation shall include the following:
(a) Tax records and business records which establish that the applicant has actually engaged in the practice of opticianry. Affidavits from eye-care business people or professionals which state the method by which the affiant has knowledge of the applicant's practice of opticianry, the extent of the affiant’s knowledge of the applicant's actual practice and a detailed statement of the applicant's professional acts or experience of which the affiant has personal knowledge.

(b) An affidavit by the applicant which states with specificity the professional acts or experiences engaged in during the five-year period during which the applicant claims the actual practice of opticianry occurred.

(c) Current certification of the American Board of Opticianry and the National Contact Lens Examiners and verification of licensure status from another state, when applicable.
(3) For the purposes of this rule, an affidavit is defined to mean a written statement of facts which the affiant has confirmed by oath or affirmation taken before a person authorized by law to administer the oath or affirmation and which bears the signature and official seal of the officer or person before whom the affidavit was taken.

Rulemaking Authority 484.005 FS. Law Implemented 484.007(1)(d)3. FS. History–New 7-5-07.
