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64B1-6.002 Definitions.

(1) “Approved” means acceptable to the Florida Board of Acupuncture.

(2) “Board” means Florida Board of Acupuncture.

(3) “Committee” means Committee on Continuing Education of the Board.

(4) “Contact Person” means one who is responsible for filing provider approval applications and insures compliance with these rules, maintains complete rosters of participants, and is knowledgeable about the provider’s program(s).

(5) “Correspondence Program” means an approved program offered by mail with a defined course of study to be completed by the participant for which an evaluation of performance is made and a rating of satisfactory or unsatisfactory completion of the course is given by the provider.

(6) “Credit Hour” means a minimum of 50 minutes and a maximum of 60 minutes of class time. One-half (1/2) credit hour means a minimum of 25 minutes and a maximum of 30 minutes of class time.

(7) “Department” means the Department of Health.

(8) “Participant” means an acupuncturist who attends a program presented by a provider in order to achieve the stated objectives of the program.

(9) “Program” means a planned educational experience dealing with a specific content based on the stated objectives.

(10) “Provider” means the individual, organization or institution conducting the continuing education program.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.025, 456.033, 457.104, 457.107(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 456.025, 456.033, 457.107(3) FS. History–New 2-24-88, Formerly 21AA-6.002, 61F1-6.002, Amended 1-16-97, Formerly 59M-6.002, Amended 5-31-04.

64B1-6.005 Standards for Approval of Continuing Education Credit.

(1) A continuing education program must contribute to the advancement, extension or enhancement of the licensee’s skills and knowledge related to the practice of acupuncture and oriental medicine. Programs should concern the history and theory of acupuncture, acupuncture diagnosis and treatment techniques, techniques of adjunctive therapies, acupuncturist-patient communication and professional ethics. All continuing education courses are subject to evaluation and approval by the Board to determine that the continuing education course meets the criteria established by the Board which has final determination as to the number of hours of acceptable credit that will be awarded for each program.

(2) Each program offered for continuing education credit must be presented or taught by a person who at a minimum holds a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university or a post-secondary education institution licensed by the State of Florida, with a major in the subject matter to be presented; or has graduated from a school of acupuncture, or has completed a tutorial program which has a curriculum equivalent to the requirements in this state and was approved by a state licensing authority, a nationally recognized acupuncture/oriental medicine association or a substantially equivalent accrediting body, and has completed three (3) years of professional experience in the licensed practice of acupuncture; and has a minimum of two (2) years teaching experience in the subject matter to be presented, or has taught the same program for which approval is sought a minimum of three (3) times in the past two (2) years before a professional convention, professional group or at any acupuncture school, or has completed specialized training in the subject matter of the program and has a minimum of two (2) years of practical experience in the subject.

(3) In order to meet the continuing education requirements, the continuing education program submitted by the licensee must meet the criteria established by the Board.

(4) No credit will be given for programs which are primarily devoted to administrative or business management aspects of acupuncture practice.

(5) To receive credit for programs on HIV/AIDS at the licensee’s first renewal, the program must be, at a minimum, three (3) hours in length and must address the areas mandated in Section 456.033, F.S. The Board accepts HIV/AIDS programs presented or conducted by the Department of Health and programs approved by other professional regulatory boards for the health professions.

(6) Continuing education programs related to biomedical sciences shall be designed to provide course content on the clinical relevance of such programs while advancing, extending or enhancing the licensee’s skills and knowledge in biomedical sciences.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013(9), 456.033, 457.104, 457.107(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.013(9), 456.033, 457.107(3) FS. History–New 2-24-88, Amended 8-6-89, Formerly 21AA-6.005, 61F1-6.005, Amended 3-18-97, Formerly 59M-6.005, Amended 6-1-99, 1-7-03, 5-2-10.

64B1-6.006 Requirements for the Provider.

Each provider shall:

(1) File all information necessary for provider registration on Form DOH/AP007, Continuing Education Provider Registration, which is hereby incorporated by reference and will be effective 7-26-04, copies of which may be obtained from the Board office, and pay the appropriate provider registration fee. The provider registration fee is non-refundable and shall be paid within each biennium upon the earliest of the following events that occurs during the biennium:
(a) When the provider submits a new program or programs for Board approval, or

(b) When the provider provides a continuing education program to Chapter 457, F.S., licensees for licensure renewal credit.

(2) Insure that the continuing education program(s) presented by the provider complies with these rules.

(3) Maintain a complete, alphabetized, legible roster of participants for a period of 3 years following each program presentation.

(4) Maintain a “sign-in” sheet and a “sign-out” sheet with the signatures of participants.

(5) Provide each participant with a certificate certifying that the participant has successfully completed the program. The certificate shall not be issued until completion of the program and shall contain the provider’s name, title of program, date of program, location, and number of credit hours.

(6) Notify the Board of any significant changes relative to the maintenance of standards as set forth in these rules.

(7) Ensure that no person receives credit for the same program more than once.

(8) Notify the Board of any change in the presenters or instructors of any approved program, and demonstrate the new instructor meets the criteria set forth in subsection 64B1-6.005(2), F.A.C.

(9) Designate a contact person who assumes responsibility for each program, and who is knowledgeable about each program. The contact person shall notify the Board of any significant changes in programs or a lapse in the maintenance of standards.

(10) In a correspondence continuing education program, each provider is responsible for obtaining from each certificateholder a signed statement which states that the participant did in fact read the material, performed the exercises and took the examination personally.

(11) There shall be adequate personnel to assist with administrative matters and personnel with competencies outside content areas in cases when the method of delivery requires technical or other special expertise.

(12) Providers shall maintain records of individual offerings for inspection by the Department; records shall include subject matter, objectives, faculty qualifications, evaluation mechanisms, credit hours and rosters of participants.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 457.104, 457.107(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.013, 457.107(3) FS. History–New 2-24-88, Amended 7-25-88, Formerly 21AA-6.006, 61F1-6.006, Amended 3-18-97, Formerly 59M-6.006, Amended 2-18-98, 7-26-04.

64B1-6.008 Process for Program Approval.

(1) In order to receive Board approval of one or more programs for which continuing education credit is awarded within a biennium to an acupuncture licensee a provider shall submit an application for approval Form DOH/AP006, Continuing Education Program Approval, which is hereby incorporated by reference and will be effective 7-26-04, copies of which may be obtained from the Board office shall be submitted to the Board Office for program approval.

(2) The following courses, that meet the criteria for approval under this section, are approved by the Board:

(a) Organized courses of study sponsored by a national or state acupuncture and/or oriental medicine organization.

(b) Organized courses of study sponsored by an accredited acupuncture and/or oriental medicine school.

(3) The Board retains the right and authority to audit and/or monitor programs given by any provider. The Board will reject individual programs offered by a provider if the provider has disseminated any false or misleading information in connection with the continuing education program, or if the program provider has failed to conform to and abide by the rules of the Board.

(4) If approved, the provider may identify the program as “approved by the Florida Board of Acupuncture for Purposes of Continuing Education Credit” in any flyer or other advertisement.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013(7), (8), (9), 456.025, 457.104, 457.107(3) FS. Law Implemented 456.013(7), (8), (9), 456.025, 457.107(3) FS. History–New 2-24-88, Formerly 21AA-6.008, 61F1-6.008, Amended 1-16-97, Formerly 59M-6.008, Amended 2-18-98, 7-26-04, 2-7-06, 10-15-14.
64B1-6.009 Teaching Time for Continuing Education Credit.

(1) Those persons who teach at programs approved for continuing education credit may claim 3 hours of continuing education credit for each hour of lecture, not to exceed nine hours of continuing education credit per biennium.

(2) No continuing education credit shall be granted to a school faculty member merely as credit for his regular teaching assignments.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.107(3) FS. Law Implemented 457.107(3) FS. History–New 2-24-88, Formerly 21AA-6.009, 61F1-6.009, 59M-6.009.

64B1-6.010 Continuing Education for Reactivation, Reinstatement or Renewal.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013(9), 456.036, 457.104, 457.107 FS. Law Implemented 456.013(9), 456.036, 457.107 FS. History–New 2-25-90, Formerly 21AA-6.010, 61F1-6.010, 59M-6.010, Repealed 6-11-13.
