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64B1-4.001 Acupuncture Program Requirements.

In order to be certified to take the licensure examination or to be eligible for licensure by endorsement, the applicant must establish that he/she has met the following minimal requirements.

(1) Applicants who were not enrolled as students prior to August 1, 1997, and completed their education after July 31, 2001, must have completed a core curriculum comparable to that of the Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (ACAOM) master’s level program in oriental medicine, or a masters level program in acupuncture with a certificate in herbology, with a minimum of 2,700 hours of supervised instruction.
(2) Applicants who were not enrolled as students prior to August 1, 1997, and completed their education prior to July 31, 2001, must have completed 60 college credits from an accredited postsecondary institution prior to completion of a 3-year course of study in acupuncture and oriental medicine with a minimum of 2,025 hours of supervised instruction.

(3) Applicants who were enrolled as students in a program prior to August 1, 1997, must have completed at least 900 hours of supervised instruction in traditional oriental acupuncture and at least 600 hours of supervised clinical experience. All applicants under this provision must have started classes no later than February 1, 1998.

(4) All applicants must have 60 hours study in injection therapy, to include:

(a) History and development of acupuncture injection therapy;

(b) Differential diagnosis;

(c) Definitions, concepts, and pathophysiology;

(d) The nature, function, channels entered, and contraindications of herbal, homeopathic, and nutritional injectables;

(e) Diseases amenable to treatment with acupuncture injection therapy and the injectables appropriate to treat them;

(f) Identification of appropriate points for treatment, including palpatory diagnosis;

(g) A review of anatomy and referral zones;

(h) Universal precautions including management of blood borne pathogens and biohazardous waste;

(i) Procedures for injections, including preparing the injectables, contraindications and precautions;

(j) 10 hours of clinical practice on a patient or patients; and

(k) Administration techniques and equipment needed.

(5) All applicants must successfully complete 15 hours of supervised instruction in universal precautions and 20 hours of supervised instruction in Florida Statutes and Rules, including Chapters 456 and 457, F.S., and this rule chapter.
(6) Applicants must have completed an eight hour program or its equivalent that incorporates the safe and beneficial use of laboratory test and imaging findings in the practice of acupuncture and oriental medicine.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104, 457.105 FS. Law Implemented 457.105, 457.1085 FS. History–New 8-30-84, Formerly 21AA-4.01, Amended 7-20-88, 4-30-89, 9-19-89, 3-18-92, Formerly 21AA-4.001, 61F1-4.001, Amended 3-24-96, Formerly 59M-4.001, Amended 12-31-97, 11-1-99, 6-21-00, 4-3-01, 5-24-04, 10-11-04, 10-24-04, 5-30-07, 3-4-10, 2-7-17, 12-3-18, 7-18-21.

64B1-4.0011 Documentation Necessary for Licensure Application.

A properly completed application shall be submitted on Department of Health Form Application for Acupuncture License, DH-MQA 1116, 06/2020, adopted and incorporated herein by reference as this Board’s application and available on the web at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12187, or https://floridaacupuncture.gov/resources/. To complete the application attach the appropriate fees and supporting documents and submit it to the address listed on the instructions.
Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.048, 457.104, 457.105 FS. Law Implemented 456.048, 456.013(1), 456.0635, 457.105 FS. History–New 2-18-98, Amended 10-11-04, 5-25-09, 8-5-10, 10-23-13, 2-8-17, 4-1-19, 9-30-19, 10-27-20.
64B1-4.0012 English Proficiency Requirement for Licensure.

(1) Applicants who have passed the national written examination in any language other than English shall demonstrate their ability to communicate in English by earning a passing score on either the Test of English as a Foreign Language examination (hereinafter TOEFL) or the Test of Spoken English examination (hereinafter TSE), as administered by the Educational Testing Services. As used throughout this section, a passing score for the TOEFL is defined as a scaled score of 500 or greater for paper; 173 or greater for computer; or 61 or greater for internet. A passing score for the TSE is defined as a scaled score of 50 or greater. It shall be the individual responsibility of such applicants to apply for and schedule either the TOEFL examination or the TSE examination, and to obtain their official score report from the testing services prior to applying for licensure. These applicants shall submit a copy of their official score report with their application.

(2) Applicants applying for licensure by examination who indicate on their application that they wish to take the national written examination for licensure in Florida in any language other than English shall also at the time of their application submit a copy of their official score report indicating that they have passed either the TOEFL examination or the TSE.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.105(2)(a) FS. History–New 8-28-01, Amended 5-31-04, 5-25-09.

64B1-4.0015 Supervised Instruction Defined.

For the purposes of Rule 64B1-4.001, F.A.C., the Board defines “supervised instruction” as follows:

(1) “Supervised instruction” means a planned and supervised instruction of students during which students function in a hands-on capacity with acupuncture patients.

(2) During the first 200 hours of supervised instruction, the student must observe the supervisor/instructor diagnose and treat patients.

(3) During the second 200 hours of supervised instruction, the student must be under the direct supervision of the supervisor/instructor. Direct supervision shall mean that the supervisor/instructor is present in the same room as the student for all hands-on experience.

(4) During the remaining hours of supervised instruction, the student must be under the direct or indirect supervision of the supervisor/instructor. Indirect supervision shall mean that the supervisor/instructor is physically present on the premises, so that the supervisor/instructor is immediately available to the student when needed.

(5) During the remaining hours of supervised instruction, the student must diagnose and treat a minimum of 30 different patients.

(6) For applicants who enroll on or after July 31, 2001, during supervised instruction, the student must observe and use the findings of laboratory test and imaging findings in the course of patient treatment.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.105 FS. History–New 11-21-95, Amended 2-19-96, Formerly 59M-4.0015, Amended 8-3-00, 2-26-01, 4-10-19.

64B1-4.004 Herbal Therapies.

Herbal therapy means the use, prescription, recommendation, and administration of herbal therapy/phytotherapy which consists of plant, animal, and/or mineral substances and shall include all homeopathic preparations to promote, maintain and restore health and to prevent disease.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102(1) FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.005 Oriental Massage.

Oriental massage includes traditional Chinese and modern oriental medical techniques which shall include: manual and mechanical stimulation of points, meridians, channels, collaterals, and ah-shi points; all forms of oriental bodywork including acupressure, amma, anmo, guasha, hara, niusha, reiki, reflexology, shiatsu, tuina, traction and counter traction, vibration, and other neuro-muscular, physical and physio-therapeutic techniques used in acupuncture and oriental medicine for the promotion, maintenance, and restoration of health and the prevention of disease.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.006 Qi Gong.

Qi Gong means the Chinese system of energy cultivation which uses posture, movement, exercises, breathing, meditation, visualization, and conscious intent to move, cleanse, or purify Qi to promote, maintain and restore health and to prevent disease.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.007 Electroacupuncture.

Electroacupuncture means the stimulation of points, meridians, channels, collaterals, and ah-shi points with or without needles with: the administration and/or prescription of percutaneous and transcutaneous electrical nerve and tissue stimulation; and/or the use of microcurrent; low volt; high volt; interferential current; galvanic current; and acupunctoscope.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.008 Adjunctive Therapies.

Adjunctive therapies shall include the stimulation of acupuncture points, ah-shi points, auricular points, channels, collaterals, meridians, and microsystems with the use of: air; aromatherapy; color; cryotherapy; electric moxibustion; homeopathy; hyperthermia; ion pumping cords; iridology; kirlian photography; laser acupuncture; lifestyle counseling; magnet therapy; paraffin; photonic stimulation; recommendation of breathing techniques; therapeutic exercises and daily activities; sound including sonopuncture; traction; water; thermal therapy; and other adjunctive therapies and diagnostic techniques of traditional Chinese medical concepts and modern oriental medical techniques as set forth in Rule 64B1-4.010, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.009 Dietary Guidelines.

Dietary guidelines shall include nutritional counseling as used in acupuncture and oriental medicine and the administration, prescription, and/or recommendation of nutritional supplements to promote, maintain, and restore health and to prevent disease.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 12-24-00.

64B1-4.010 Traditional Chinese Medical Concepts, Modern Oriental Medical Techniques.

Traditional Chinese medical concepts and modern oriental medical techniques shall include acupuncture diagnosis and treatment to prevent or correct malady, illness, injury, pain, addictions, other conditions, disorders, and dysfunction of the human body; to harmonize the flow of Qi or vital force; to balance the energy and functions of a patient; and to promote, maintain, and restore health; for pain management and palliative care; for acupuncture anesthesia; and to prevent disease by the use or administration of: stimulation to acupuncture points, ah-shi points, auricular points, channels, collaterals, meridians, and microsystems which shall include the use of: akabane; allergy elimination techniques; breathing; cold; color; correspondence; cupping; dietary guidelines; electricity; electroacupuncture; electrodermal screening (EDS); exercise; eight principles; five element; four levels; hara; heat; herbal therapy consisting of plant, animal, and/or mineral substances; infrared and other forms of light; inquiring of history; jing-luo; listening; moxibustion; needles; NAET; observation; oriental massage - manual and mechanical methods; palpation; physiognomy; point micro-bleeding therapy; pulses; qi; xue and jin-ye; ryodoraku; san-jiao; six stages; smelling; tongue; tai qi; qi gong; wulun-baguo; yin-yang; zang-fu; Ayurvedic, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Manchurian, Mongolian, Tibetan, Uighurian, Vietnamese, and other east Asian acupuncture and oriental medical concepts and treatment techniques; French acupuncture; German acupuncture including electroacupuncture and diagnosis; and, the use of laboratory test and imaging findings.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 11-6-01.

64B1-4.011 Diagnostic Techniques.

Diagnostic techniques which assist in acupuncture diagnosis, corroboration and monitoring of an acupuncture treatment plan or in making a determination to refer a patient to other health care providers shall include: traditional Chinese medical concepts and modern oriental medical techniques, recommendation of home diagnostic screening; physical examination; use of laboratory test findings; use of imaging films, reports, or test findings; office screening of hair, saliva and urine; muscle response testing; palpation; reflex; range of motion; sensory testing; thermography; trigger points; vital signs; first-aid; hygiene; and sanitation.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102(1) FS. History–New 11-6-01.

64B1-4.012 Acupoint Injection Therapies.

Effective March 1, 2002, adjunctive therapies shall include acupoint injection therapy which shall mean the injection of herbs, homeopathics, and other nutritional supplements in the form of sterile substances into acupuncture points by means of hypodermic needles but not intravenous therapy to promote, maintain, and restore health; for pain management and palliative care; for acupuncture anesthesia; and to prevent disease.

Rulemaking Authority 457.104 FS. Law Implemented 457.102 FS. History–New 2-18-01.
