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62B-55.001 Purpose and Intent.

Rulemaking Authority 161.163 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.001, Repealed 11-26-15.
62B-55.002 Definitions.

(1) “Artificial light” or “artificial lighting” means the light emanating from any human-made device.

(2) “Beach” means the zone of unconsolidated material that extends landward from the mean low water line to the place where there is a marked change in material or physiographic form, or to the line of permanent vegetation, usually the effective limit of storm waves.

(3) “Local government” means any county listed in Rule 62B-55.003, F.A.C., and any municipality, community development district, or special taxing district within those counties.

(4) “Marine turtle” is any turtle, including all life stages from egg to adult, of the species Caretta caretta (loggerhead), Chelonia mydas (green), Dermochelys coriacea (leatherback), Eretmochelys imbricata (hawksbill), and Lepidochelys kempi (Kemp’s ridley). For purposes of this rule, marine turtle is synonymous with sea turtle.

Rulemaking Authority 161.163 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.002, Amended 12-15-20.

62B-55.003 Marine Turtle Nesting Areas.

Scientific investigations have demonstrated that marine turtles can nest along the entire coastline of the state. Historical data are not sufficient to exclude any county as an area utilized by marine turtles for nesting. For the purposes of this rule, however, the coastal areas of the state utilized, or likely to be utilized, by marine turtles for nesting include all beaches adjoining the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Straits of Florida and located within Bay, Brevard, Broward, Charlotte, Collier, Dade, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Franklin, Gulf, Indian River, Lee, Manatee, Martin, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Palm Beach, Pinellas, St. Johns, St. Lucie, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, Volusia, and Walton Counties; and all inlet shorelines of those beaches.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.003.

62B-55.004 General Guidance to Local Governments.

The State of Florida Model Lighting Ordinance for Sea Turtle Protection effective December 15, 2020, which is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference and is available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12398 and https://floridadep.gov/rcp/beaches, provides guidelines for local government regulations that control artificial lighting to protect sea turtles.
Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.004, Amended 12-15-20.

62B-55.005 Prohibition of Activities Disruptive to Marine Turtles.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.005, Repealed 12-15-20.

62B-55.006 Model Standards for New Beachfront Lighting.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.006, Repealed 12-15-20.

62B-55.007 Model Standards For Existing Beachfront Lighting.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.007, Repealed 12-15-20.

62B-55.008 Proposed Enforcement and Penalties.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.008, Repealed 12-15-20.

62B-55.009 Monitoring and Reporting Guidance.

Rulemaking Authority 161.63 FS. Law Implemented 161.163 FS. History–New 3-30-93, Formerly 16B-55.009, Repealed 11-26-15.
