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61J2-2.0261 Refund of Applicant and Registration Fees.

Upon written request, refunds of fees will be made under the following circumstances and in the following amounts:

(1) The Commission shall refund to the applicant, or to the applicant’s beneficiary, any portion of the application fee not expended in processing the application. Upon a request for refund, if applicant’s license fee is refunded, applicant’s application shall be considered null and void.

(2) Any fees accepted or collected in error, or in excess of that required, shall be refunded.

(3) In the event a licensee dies prior to the effective date of a renewal period, the full amount of the fee collected for the renewal of licensee’s license shall be refunded to the beneficiary.

Rulemaking Authority 475.125, 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.125, 475.175, 475.182 FS. History–New 5-17-84, Formerly 21V-2.261, Amended 10-13-88, 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-2.0261.

61J2-2.027 Applications by Individuals.

The application of a natural person for active licensure, whether the applicant expects to operate alone, or as a partner, or with a corporation, or as a sales associate, is governed by substantially the same rules and forms.

(1) The applicant must meet necessary personal qualifications as follows:

(a) Is 18 years of age or older.

(b) If the application is for broker:

1. Has been registered as an active sales associate for at least 24 months during the preceding 5 years under one or more brokers;

2. Has held a current and valid real estate sales associate’s license for at least 24 months during the preceding 5 years in the employ of a governmental agency for a salary and performing the duties authorized in Chapter 475, F.S.; or

3. Has held a current and valid real estate broker’s license for at least 24 months during the preceding 5 years in any other state, territory, or jurisdiction of the United States, or in any foreign national jurisdiction.

(c) Hold a high school diploma or its equivalent.

(2) The applicant must make it possible to immediately begin the inquiry as to whether the applicant is honest, truthful, trustworthy, of good character, and bears a good reputation for fair dealings, and will likely make transactions and conduct negotiations with safety to investors and to those with whom the applicant may undertake a relation of trust and confidence. The applicant is required to disclose:

(a) Whether the applicant has ever been convicted or found quilty of, or entered a guilty plea of nolo contendere or guilty to, regardless of adjudication, a crime in any jurisdiction or if applicant is currently under criminal investigation;
(b) Whether the applicant has ever done business under any other name, or alias, than the name signed on the application, with sufficient information to enable the Commission to investigate the circumstances;

(c) Whether the applicant has had any license, registration or permit to practice any requested profession, occupation, vocation or business revoked, annulled, suspended, relinquished, surrendered or otherwise disciplined in Florida or in any other jurisdiction or if any such proceeding or investigation is now pending; and 
(d) Whether the applicant has had an application for a real estate license denied in Florida or in any other jurisdiction or if there is a pending proceeding to deny such application.

(3) Each applicant must submit digital fingerprint data for processing to determine if the applicant has a criminal history record.
(4) All applicants for permits to instruct or be a permitholder for a real estate school must comply with Sections 475.451(2)(a) and (c), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.17, 475.175, 475.451 FS., Georgia Association of Realtors, Inc., et al. v. Florida Real Estate Commission, et al., Civil Case No. 87-15-Orl-Civ-18 (M.D. Fla. 1987). History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-2.27, Amended 4-10-88, 5-20-90, 1-13-91, 7-15-92, 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-2.027, Amended 11-10-97, 1-18-00, 11-26-03, 1-16-13.
61J2-2.029 Examination Areas of Competency.

The answers to the Broker, Sales Associate, and Instructor examination shall be graded on the basis of 100 points for a perfect examination. An applicant who receives a grade of 75 points or higher shall be deemed to have successfully completed the licensure examination. The sales associate examination shall be based upon a knowledge, understanding and application of real estate principles and practices, real estate law and real estate mathematics as contained in the Commission prescribed prerequisite education course syllabus for licensure as a real estate sales associate. To the extent these subject areas can reasonably be separated, 45 points shall be based on law, 45 points on principles and practices and 10 points on real estate mathematics. The broker and instructor examinations shall be based upon a knowledge, understanding and application of real estate law, real estate principles and practices including appraising, finance, investment and brokerage management and real estate mathematics. To the extent these subject areas can reasonably be separated, 45 points shall be based on law, 40 points on principles and practices and 15 points on real estate mathematics.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 455.217(1)(b) FS. History–New 1-1-80, Amended 4-13-81, Formerly 21V-2.29, Amended 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-2.029, Amended 1-18-00, 2-4-04, 8-18-08.

61J2-2.030 Notice of Denial.

When an application shall be denied by the Commission, a copy of the order shall be mailed to the applicant by registered or certified mail, or actual service, or constructive service in a manner as provided in Chapter 120, F.S., if service upon the applicant by registered or certified mail, or actual service, is not obtainable, setting forth the reasons for the denial and advising that the applicant has 21 days from date of receipt to request a hearing in accordance with Chapter 120, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.181, 120.569, 120.57, 120.60 FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-2.30, Amended 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-2.030, Amended 11-10-97.

61J2-2.031 Where to Apply.

Completed applications for licensure shall be submitted to the Division of Real Estate online or at the address listed on the application.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.175 FS. History–New 9-16-84, Formerly 21V-2.31, Amended 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-2.031, Amended 1-19-99, 11-26-03.

61J2-2.032 Informal Hearings.

When an applicant for licensure as a real estate sales associate or broker requests a Section 120.57(2), F.S., informal hearing before the Commission, in addition to other requirements of law, before the applicant shall be considered for approval to sit for the real estate examination, the applicant must submit at least 3 letters of reference from persons who know of the applicant’s honesty, truthfulness, trustworthiness, good character and good reputation for fair dealing as required in Section 475.17(1)(a), F.S. At least 2 of the letters must be from individuals not related to the applicant.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.17, 475.25 FS. History–New 5-7-95, Amended 2-4-04.
