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61J2-10.022 Office.

The required office, pursuant to Section 475.22(1), F.S., may be in a residential location, if not contrary to local zoning ordinances, provided the minimum office requirements are met and the required broker’s sign is properly displayed, pursuant to Section 475.22(1), F.S. Sales associates must be registered from and work out of an office maintained and registered in the name of the employer.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.22 FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.22, Amended 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-10.022, Amended 12-30-97, 2-4-04, 11-5-12.
61J2-10.023 Branch Office.

(1) If a broker desires to conduct business from more than one office, each additional office must be registered as a branch office, and the fee must be paid for its registration, as provided in subsection 61J2-1.011(3), F.A.C.

(2) A mere temporary shelter, on a subdivision being sold by the broker, for the protection of salespersons and customers and at which transactions are not closed and salespersons are not permanently assigned, is not deemed to be a branch office. The permanence, use, and character of activities customarily conducted at the office or shelter shall determine whether it must be registered.

(3) If a broker closes a branch office and, at about the same time, establishes another at a different location, the registration of the office which was closed may not be transferred. Such new location is a new branch office which must be registered and the fee paid as though the other had not been closed. Upon application to the BPR, the broker may reopen the first office at any time during the license period without payment of an additional fee.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.23, 475.24 FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.23, Amended 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-10.023, Amended 12-30-97.

61J2-10.025 Advertising.

(1) All advertising must be in a manner in which reasonable persons would know they are dealing with a real estate licensee. All real estate advertisements must include the licensed name of the brokerage firm. No real estate advertisement placed or caused to be placed by a licensee shall be fraudulent, false, deceptive or misleading.

(2) When the licensee’s personal name appears in the advertisement, at the very least the licensee’s last name must be used in the manner in which it is registered with the Commission.

(3)(a) When advertising on a site on the Internet, the brokerage firm name as required in subsection (1), above, shall be placed adjacent to or immediately above or below the point of contact information. “Point of contact information” refers to any means by which to contact the brokerage firm or individual licensee including mailing address(es), physical street address(es), email address(es), telephone number(s) or facsimile telephone number(s).

(b) The remaining requirements of subsections (1) and (2), apply to advertising on a site on the Internet.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05, 475.25(1)(c) FS. Law Implemented 475.01, 475.25(1)(c), 475.4511 FS. History–New 1-1-80, Amended 2-17-81, 3-14-85, Formerly 21V-10.25, Amended 12-29-91, 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-10.025, Amended 4-18-99, 7-4-06, 2-5-07.

61J2-10.026 Team or Group Advertising.

(1) “Team or group advertising” shall mean a name or logo used by one or more real estate licensees who represent themselves to the public as a team or group. The team or group must perform licensed activities under the supervision of the same broker or brokerage.

(2) Each team or group shall file with the broker a designated licensee to be responsible for ensuring that the advertising is in compliance with Chapter 475, F.S., and Division 61J2, F.A.C.

(3) At least once monthly, the registered broker must maintain a current written record of each team’s or group’s members.

(4) Team or group names. Real estate team or group names may include the word “team” or “group” as part of the name. Real estate team or group names shall not include the following words:

(a) Agency

(b) Associates

(c) Brokerage

(d) Brokers

(e) Company

(f) Corporation

(g) Corp.

(h) Inc.
(i) LLC

(j) LP, LLP or Partnership

(k) Properties

(l) Property

(m) Real Estate

(n) Realty

(o) Or similar words suggesting the team or group is a separate real estate brokerage or company

(5) This rule applies to all advertising.

(6) In advertisements containing the team or group name, the team or group name shall not be in larger print than the name of the registered brokerage. All advertising must be in a manner in which reasonable persons would know they are dealing with a team or group.

(7) All advertisements must comply with these requirements no later than July 1, 2019.

Nothing in this rule shall relieve the broker of their legal obligations under Chapter 475, F.S., and Division 61J2, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 475.05, 475.25(1)(c) FS. Law Implemented 475.25 FS. History–New 6-18-18, Amended 7-1-19.
61J2-10.027 Use of Association Names.

No licensee shall use an identification or designation of any association or organization having to do with real estate unless entitled to use such identification or designation.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.25(1)(b) FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.27, Amended 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-10.027.

61J2-10.028 Kickbacks or Rebates.

(1) Any real estate licensee who receives, or makes any arrangement or agreement to receive, directly or indirectly, any kickback or rebate, for the placement of, or favor in, any business transaction which forms a part of, or is incident to, any transaction(s) negotiated or handled by said licensee, is a violation of Section 475.25(1)(b) or (d), F.S., or both of said subsections of the F.S., unless prior to the time of the placement of, or favor in, said business transaction, the licensee shall have fully advised the principal if any and all affected parties in the transaction(s), which the licensee is handling, of all facts pertaining to the arrangement of kickbacks or rebates.

(2) The sharing of brokerage compensation by a licensee with a party to the real estate transaction with full disclosure to all interested parties is not considered a violation of Chapter 475, Part I, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.25(1)(b), (d) FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.28, Amended 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-10.028, Amended 12-30-97.

61J2-10.029 Advance Fee Accounting and Reporting Procedures.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.452(1), (2), (3) FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.29, Amended 10-28-90, 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-10.029, Amended 11-10-97, 1-18-00, 2-4-04, Repealed 9-6-07.

61J2-10.030 Rental Information.

(1) Each broker or sales associate who furnishes a rental information list to a prospective tenant for a fee paid by the tenant shall provide such prospective tenant with a written contract or receipt agreement containing the following provision in type size 10 point bold or larger:

NOTICE

PURSUANT TO FLORIDA LAW:

If the rental information provided under this contract is not current or accurate in any material aspect, you may demand within 30 days of this contract date a return of your full fee paid. If you do not obtain a rental you are entitled to receive a return of 75% of the fee paid, if you make demand within 30 days of this contract date.

(2) Each contract or receipt agreement shall be contained on one side of one page not larger than 8 1/2 × 11 inches. The type size of the balance of the terms of the contract shall be in a size not smaller than 8 point type.

Each licensee shall furnish to the BPR a copy of the current contract or receipt agreement within 30 days of use of such agreement.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.453(1), (2) FS. History–New 1-1-80, Formerly 21V-10.30, Amended 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-10.030, Amended 11-20-07.

61J2-10.031 Time for Payment of Administrative Fines and Costs.

In cases where the Commission imposes an administrative fine and costs, if any, for violation of Chapters 455 and 475, F.S., or the rules promulgated thereunder, the fine and costs shall be paid within 30 days of the filing of the final order unless directed otherwise by the Commission.

Rulemaking Authority 455.227(3)(b) FS. Law Implemented 455.227(3) FS. History–New 2-25-80, Formerly 21V-10.31, Amended 7-20-93, Formerly 21V-10.031, Amended 12-30-97.

61J2-10.032 Notice Requirements.

(1)(a) A real estate broker, upon receiving conflicting demands for any trust funds being maintained in the broker’s escrow account, must provide written notification to the Commission within 15 business days of the last party’s demand and the broker must institute one of the settlement procedures as set forth in Section 475.25(1)(d)1., F.S., within 30 business days after the last demand.

(b) A broker, who has a good faith doubt as to whom is entitled to any trust funds held in the broker’s escrow account, must provide written notification to the Commission within 15 business days after having such doubt and must institute one of the settlement procedures as set forth in Section 475.25(1)(d)1., F.S., within 30 business days after having such doubt. The determination of good faith doubt is based upon the facts of each case brought before the Commission. 

(c) If one of the parties to a failed real estate sales transaction does not respond to the broker’s inquiry as to whether that party is placing a demand on the trust funds or is willing to release them to the other party, the broker may send a certified notice letter, return receipt requested, to the non-responding party. This notice should include the information that a demand has been placed by the other party, that a response must be received by a certain date, and that failure to respond will be construed as authorization for the broker to release the funds to the other party. 

(2)(a) If the broker has instituted a settlement procedure other than a request for an Escrow Disbursement Order, the broker shall provide written notification to the Commission within 30 business days of the receipt of the last demand or good faith doubt of the procedure instituted to resolve the matter.

(b) If the broker has requested an Escrow Disbursement Order and the broker is notified in writing that no Escrow Disbursement Order will be issued, then the broker shall institute another settlement procedure and so notify the Commission within 30 business days after the broker’s receipt of such notification.

(c) If the broker has requested an Escrow Disbursement Order and the dispute is subsequently settled or goes to court before the Order is issued, the broker shall notify the Commission within 10 business days of such event.

(3) For purposes of this rule, where a broker is required to provide written notification within a certain period, the effective date of that notification is deemed to be the date of the postmark or other dispatch of notification. A request for an Escrow Disbursement Order as a settlement procedure is deemed instituted when the completed request form is mailed or otherwise dispatched to the Commission.

(4) Brokers who are entrusted with an earnest money deposit (EMD), pursuant to a residential sales contract utilized by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in the sale of property owned by HUD, are not required to follow the notice or settlement procedures of Section 475.25(1)(d)1., F.S., and subsection (1) of this rule. The broker is to follow HUD’s Agreement to Abide, Broker Participation Requirements, and 24 C.F.R. s. 291.135 as they pertain to the proper disposition of EMDs.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05, 475.25 FS. Law Implemented 83.49(3)(d), 475.25 FS. History–New 10-13-85, Formerly 21V-10.32, Amended 2-18-92, 12-8-92, 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-10.032, Amended 11-16-93, 6-6-94, 8-6-96, 11-10-97, 1-17-02.

61J2-10.034 Trade Names.

An individual broker, partnership or corporation may use a trade name and, if so, it must be disclosed upon the request for license, and be placed upon the registration or license. The trade name shall not be, and the Commission will refuse to issue a license containing a trade name which is the same as the real or trade name of another registrant or licensee registered or licensed with the Commission. No individual, partnership or corporation may be registered under more than one trade name. The actual name of the individual or an entity is not a trade name.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 475.15, 475.181, 475.42(1)(k) FS. History–New 6-28-93, Formerly 21V-10.034.

61J2-10.038 Mailing Address.

(1) Pursuant to Section 455.275(1), F.S., the Commission defines “current mailing address” as the current residential address which is used by a licensee or permit holder to receive mail through the United States Postal Service.

(2) Each licensee and permit holder is required to notify the BPR in writing of the current mailing address and any change in the current mailing address within 10 days after the change.

Rulemaking Authority 475.05 FS. Law Implemented 455.275 FS. History–New 4-9-95.

