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61H1-20.001 Definitions.

(1) “Certified public accountant,” or “CPA,” shall be deemed and construed to mean a person, who holds an active, inactive, delinquent, or temporary license issued under Chapter 473, F.S., or who is practicing public accounting in this state pursuant to the practice privilege granted in Section 473.3141, F.S.

(2) “Florida certified public accountant” shall be deemed and construed to mean a person who holds an active, inactive, delinquent, or temporary license issued under Chapter 473, F.S.

(3) “Non-Florida certified public accountant” shall be deemed and construed to mean a person who is practicing public accounting in this state pursuant to the practice privilege granted in Section 473.3141, F.S.

(4) “Firm,” “CPA Firm” or “Firms of certified public accountants” shall be deemed and construed to mean a sole proprietor, partnership, professional corporation, limited liability company, or any other legal entity engaged in the practice of public accounting, including individual partners, stockholders or members thereof, that holds an active, delinquent, or temporary license issued under Section 473.3101, F.S., or its state of domicile.

(5) “Florida firm” shall be deemed and construed to mean any sole proprietor, partnership, professional corporation, limited liability company, or any legal entity that holds an active, delinquent, or temporary license issued under Section 473.3101, F.S.

(6) “Non-Florida firm” shall be deemed and construed to mean any legal entity that is practicing public accounting pursuant to a license issued in its state of domicile.

(7) A “suspended certified public accountant” is prohibited from practicing public accounting as a sole proprietor, partner or shareholder and using the “CPA” designation. A suspended certified public accountant may be an employee under the supervision of a certified public accountant who holds an active license.

(8) An “office” shall be deemed and construed to mean a place in which public accounting is conducted or any place for which the physical address is identified in advertising. For a certified public accountant employed by a Florida firm, “office” shall also mean the licensee’s designated address of record.
(9) “Proof of CPE completion” from a continuing professional education CPE provider shall be defined as the document identifying the licensee has completed a course. To be accepted by the Board, the document must contain the following elements: name of course taken, licensee name, the date the course was completed, number of hours, credit type or category, sponsor name, and signature of the CPE sponsor, Proof of CPE completion for a Florida ethics course, in addition to the aforementioned elements, must include the DBPR course approval number. For courses completed at accredited institutions of higher learning and credited for CPE, a transcript will be considered proof of CPE completion. Proof of CPE completion for instructor credit will include an Instructor CPE Credit Reporting Form (DBPR CPA 13, effective April 2023), which is incorporated by reference in Rule 61-35.003, F.A.C. 
Rulemaking Authority 473.304 FS. Law Implemented 455.271, 473.012, 473.3101, 473.3141 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Formerly 21A-20.01, Amended 10-20-86, Formerly 21A-20.001, Amended 8-13-06, 11-3-09, 3-18-10, 11-21-13, 12-24-15, 8-6-23.
61H1-20.002 “Attest as an Expert in Accountancy to the Reliability or Fairness of Presentation” or “Expression of Opinion.”

The terms “attest as an expert in accountancy to the reliability or fairness of presentation” and “expression of opinion” shall be deemed and construed to mean any report, transmittal letter or other written communication issued as a result of an examination or review of financial statements or financial information which contains either an expression of opinion or other assurance as to the fairness, accuracy or reliability of such financial statements within the meaning of generally accepted auditing standards or standards for accounting and review services. A report issued in connection with a review of financial statements is an “expression of opinion.” Statements, affidavits or signatures of preparers required on tax returns and reports issued in connection with a compilation of financial statements are not “expressions of opinion,” but compilations do provide a level of assurance.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315, 473.322 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 2-3-81, Formerly 21A-20.02, 21A-20.002, Amended 1-11-95.

61H1-20.003 Client.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304 FS. Law Implemented 473.316 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Formerly 21A-20.03, 21A-20.003, Amended 9-21-10, Repealed 3-13-18.

61H1-20.004 Enterprise.

“Enterprise” shall be deemed and construed to mean any person(s) or entity, whether organized for profit or not, for which a certified public accountant or firm provides public accounting services.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Formerly 21A-20.04, 21A-20.004, Amended 9-21-10.

61H1-20.005 Financial Statements.

“Financial Statements” shall be deemed and construed to mean a presentation of financial data, including accompanying notes, derived from accounting records that purports to show actual or anticipated financial position and intended to communicate an entity’s economic resources or obligations at a point in time, and the results of operations and cash flows for a period of time, in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles or a comprehensive basis of accounting other than generally accepted accounting principles. Financial presentations included in tax returns are not financial statements. The method of preparation (for example, manual or computer preparation) is not relevant to the definition of a financial statement.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 2-3-81, Formerly 21A-20.05, Amended 3-22-89, 12-2-92, Formerly 21A-20.005.

61H1-20.0051 Assembled Financial Statements.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.302, 473.322 FS. History–New 10-28-98, Amended 9-21-10, Repealed 4-22-19.

61H1-20.0052 Offer to Perform or Perform Services Involving Assembled Financial Statements.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.302, 473.322 FS. History–New 10-28-98, Amended 9-21-10, Repealed 4-22-19.

61H1-20.0053 Standards for Assembled Financial Statements.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.302, 473.322 FS. History–New 10-28-98, Amended 9-20-00, 8-28-06, 9-21-10, 12-21-15, Repealed 4-22-19.
61H1-20.006 Firm or Firms of Certified Public Accountants.

Rulemaking Authority 473.302(8), 473.304 FS. Law Implemented 473.3101 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Formerly 21A-20.06, 21A-20.006, Amended 11-4-93, Repealed 11-11-13.
61H1-20.007 Generally Accepted Accounting Principles.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 2-3-81, 3-16-81, 1-25-82, 7-6-82, 12-9-82, 7-27-83, 3-22-84, 7-2-85, Formerly 21A-20.07, Amended 9-23-86, 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.007, Amended 10-19-94, 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.008 Generally Accepted Auditing Standards.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 3-16-81, 7-6-82, 12-9-82, 7-27-83, 3-22-84, 7-2-85, Formerly 21A-20.08, Amended 9-23-86, 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.008, Amended 10-19-94, 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.009 Standards for Accounting and Review Services.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 3-16-81, 1-25-82, 7-6-82, 12-9-82, 7-27-83, 3-22-84, 7-2-85, Formerly 21A-20.09, Amended 9-23-86, 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.009, Amended 10-19-94, 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 12-21-15.
61H1-20.0091 Governmental Accounting Standards.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.304, 473.315 FS. History–New 10-28-86, Amended 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.0091, Amended 10-19-94, 9-30-97, Repealed 9-29-02.

61H1-20.0092 Government Auditing Standards.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 10-28-86, Amended 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.0092, Amended 10-19-94, 9-30-97, 9-29-02, 9-21-10, 11-3-13, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.0093 Rules of the Auditor General.

(1) “Rules of the Auditor General” shall be deemed and construed to mean the following Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida in effect as follows:

	Chapter
	Title

	10.550
	Local Governmental Entity Audits, effective 09-30-21

	10.650
	Florida Single Audit Act Audits Non-profit and For-profit Organizations, effective 6-30-21

	10.700
	Audits of Certain Nonprofit Organizations, effective 6-30-21

	10.800
	Audits of District School Boards, effective 6-30-21

	10.850
	Audits of Charter Schools and Charter Technical Career Centers, The Florida Virtual School, and Virtual Instruction Program Providers, effective 6-30-21


These rules hereby incorporated by reference and are available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13958, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13959, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13960, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13961, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13962, or the State of Florida, Auditor General’s Office or from its website http://www.flauditor.gov, under the Rules and Guidelines section.
(2) Certified public accountants performing accounting services in connection with Local Governmental Entity Audits required to be filed with the Auditor General of the State of Florida shall comply with the standards set forth in Sections 10.550-.559, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. Departures from such standards must be justified by those who do not follow them.
(3) Certified public accountants performing accounting services in connection with Standards for Florida Single Audit Act Audits for Nonprofit and For-Profit Organizations required by Section 215.97, F.S., to be filed with the Auditor General of the State of Florida shall comply with the standards set forth in Section 10.650, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. Departures from such standards must be justified by those who do not follow them.

(4) Certified public accountants performing accounting services in connection with Standards for Audits of Certain Nonprofit Organizations required by Section 215.981(1), 1001.453(4), 1004.28(5) or 1004.70(6), F.S., to be filed with the Auditor General of the State of Florida shall comply with the standards set forth in Section 10.700, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. Departures from such standards must be justified by those who do not follow them.

(5) Certified public accountants performing accounting services in connection with Standards for Audits of District School Boards  required by Section 11.45 or 218.39, F.S., to be filed with the Auditor General of the State of Florida shall comply with the standards set forth in Chapter 10.800, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. Departures from such standards must be justified by those who do not follow them.

(6) Certified public accountants performing accounting services in connection with Standards for Audits of Charter Schools and Similar Entities, Florida Virtual School, and Virtual Instruction Program Providers required by Section 218.39 or 1002.37, F.S., to be filed with the Auditor General of the State of Florida shall comply with the standards set forth in Chapter 10.850, Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida. Departures from such standards must be justified by those who do not follow them.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 10-22-86, Amended 5-22-88, 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.0093, Amended 9-30-97, 9-29-02, 9-21-10, 10-9-13, 12-2-14, 1-27-16, 2-6-18, 4-4-19, 4-27-20, 2-21-21, 1-4-22.
61H1-20.0094 Standards for Prospective Financial Statements.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 3-22-89, Amended 4-8-90, 4-21-91, Formerly 21A-20.0094, Amended 9-30-97, Repealed 9-29-02.

61H1-20.0095 Standards for Consulting Services.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 5-20-91, Formerly 21A-20.0095, Amended 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.0096 Services for Tax Practice.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 5-20-91, Formerly 21A-20.0096, Amended 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.0097 Standards for Personal Financial Planning.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 11-8-95, Amended 9-30-97, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.0098 Standards for Business Valuations.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 11-8-95, Amended 9-30-97, 9-29-02, 2-4-08, 12-27-09, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.0099 Standards for Attestation Engagements.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.315 FS. Law Implemented 473.315 FS. History–New 9-29-96, Amended 6-22-98, 9-29-02, Repealed 11-11-15.
61H1-20.010 Engagement.

“Engagement” shall be deemed and construed to mean the association between a client and a certified public accountant or firm relative to the performance of public accounting services by the certified public accountant or firm for the client.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.314, 473.315, 473.317 FS. Law Implemented 473.314, 473.315, 473.317 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Formerly 21A-20.10, 21A-20.010, Amended 9-21-10.

61H1-20.011 Practice of, or Practicing Public Accountancy.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304 FS. Law Implemented 473.302 FS. History–New 12-4-79, Amended 9-17-84, Formerly 21A-20.011, Amended 1-25-87, Formerly 21A-20.011, Repealed 8-25-94.

61H1-20.012 Holding Out.

Rulemaking Authority 473.302, 473.304, 473.307 FS. Law Implemented 473.302 FS. History–New 9-17-84, Formerly 21A-20.12, 21A-20.012, Repealed 11-21-94.

61H1-20.013 Employee.

An employee of a certified public accountin g firm includes a certified public accountant which may be leased to a firm through an employee leasing company as defined in Section 443.036(18), F.S., as long as the firm has the power to hire and fire, has complete supervision and control over the certified public accountant’s work product, and accepts the certified public accountant as its responsibility for purposes of complying with Rule 61H1-26.002, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304 FS. Law Implemented 473.302, 473.309(1)(b), 473.3101 FS. History–New 10-17-90, Formerly 21A-20.013, Amended 9-21-10, 3-9-21.

61H1-20.015 Partnership.

Rulemaking Authority 473.304, 473.3101 FS. Law Implemented 473.309, 473.3101 FS. History–New 6-16-94, Repealed 10-8-97.

61H1-20.016 Non-CPA Shareholders, Partners, and Members.

(1) For purposes of Chapter 473, F.S., the terms non-CPA shareholders, partners, and members shall be deemed and construed to mean natural persons materially participating in the business conducted by the firm and when their participation ceases, their interest shall revert to the firm.

(2) Non-CPA shareholders, partners, and members shall not hold themselves out as certified public accountants.
Rulemaking Authority 473.304 , 473.309 FS Law Implemented 473.309 FS. History–New 2-5-98, Amended 9-21-10, 3-9-21.
