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61G6-5.001 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Applicant” means a business entity making application for certification as an electrical contractor, specialty electrical contractor as designated in Rule 61G6-7.001, F.A.C.

(2) “Qualifying agent” means a person with the ability and authority to supervise, direct, manage and control the electrical and/or alarm contracting of a business entity.

(3) “Responsible management” means a managerial position of authority, supervision, and control over the electrical contracting activities of a business entity.

(4) “Engaging in electrical contracting” means a person or business entity who: holds a current occupational license to practice electrical contracting; holds an active license as an electrical contractor; and is able to demonstrate and document professional activity in the practice of electrical contracting.

(5) “Electrical contractor or unlimited electrical contractor” means a person as defined in Section 489.505(12), F.S., whose scope of practice is not limited to a specific segment of electrical contracting. An electrical contractor or unlimited electrical contractor shall be either certified or registered.

(6) “Specialty electrical contractor” means a person as defined in Section 489.505(19), F.S., whose scope of practice is limited to a specific segment of electrical contracting as defined in subsections 61G6-7.001(1)-(5), F.A.C. A specialty electrical contractor may be either certified or registered.

(7) “Engaging in alarm contracting” means a person or business entity who: holds a current occupational license to practice alarm contracting; holds an active license as an alarm system contractor; and is able to demonstrate and document professional activity in the practice of alarm contracting.

(8) “Comprehensive” means skill, knowledge and experience covering all areas of contracting.

(9) “Specialized training” means instruction specific to an area or areas of the electrical or alarm trade provided by governmental or private organizations for the purpose of preparing the individual instructed to provide a service to the instructing entity.

(10) “Education” means formal instruction provided by an accredited public or private school, community college or university which includes formal classroom time and testing and results in the conference of a recognized degree. For the purposes of this definition 500 man hours equals one year of instruction.

(11) “Experience” means informal exposure to the trade wherein knowledge and skill are obtained by participation in the electrical or alarm contracting trade.

(12) “Alarm System” means any electrical device or combination of electrical devices used to detect a situation which causes an alarm in the event of a burglary, fire, robbery, medical emergency or equipment failure.

(13) “Alarm System Contractor” means a person whose business includes the execution of contracts requiring the ability, experience, science, knowledge and skill to lay out, fabricate, install, maintain, alter, repair, monitor, inspect, replace or service alarm systems for compensation, including but not limited to all types of alarm systems for all purposes. The scope of certification is limited to alarm circuits and equipment governed by the applicable provisions of Articles 725, 770 and 800 and 810 of the National Electrical Code, 1990 Edition. (Incorporated herein by reference.)

(14) “Broad Experience” means that he or she has experience in the electrical or alarm contracting industry which may include management, supervision and hands on experience in the installation of electrical or alarm components as applicable.

(15) “Comprehensive training” means obtaining technical, management, and supervision knowledge and experience through the use of instruction and practice in all phases of the electrical or alarm contracting trade.

(16) “Technical education” means the integration of academic and vocational instruction designed to provide direct job related training in all phases of the electrical or alarm contracting trade.

(17) “Lightning rods or related systems” means:

(a) Lightning rod – a strike termination device that is a receptor for attachment of flashes to the lightning protection system.

(b) Related system – a conductor system connecting the strike termination device(s) to the ground terminal(s).

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.511 FS. Law Implemented 489.503(22), 489.505(1), (2), (10), (12), 489.511(1), (2)(a)3.c. FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 2-15-82, Formerly 21GG-5.01, Amended 2-23-86, 3-21-88, 11-26-90, 7-8-91, 5-20-92, 11-3-92, Formerly 21GG-5.001, Amended 12-26-93, 3-24-94, 7-13-95, 5-2-96, 5-6-96, 8-27-96, 2-13-97, 8-3-97, 1-4-98, 9-7-98, 10-1-03, 3-26-07, 7-15-07.
61G6-5.002 Application for Certification by Examination; Reexamination.

(1) An applicant for certification by examination or by endorsement shall submit a complete application on the form prescribed by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation together with all supporting data. The application shall be submitted to the Department and accompanied by the appropriate fee. Any application that is not complete within one year from date of initial filing will be closed. Copies of the application and other forms required can be obtained by contacting the Department at the following address: Electrical Contractors’ Licensing Board, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0751, or at: http://www.myflorida.com/dbpr/pro/elboard/documents/eclb_exam_enterable.pdf.
(2) For re-examination on the Technical/Safety examination, a retake exam application must be submitted on a form provided by the Department. The retake exam application may be obtained at http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/elboard/documents/eclb4457_enterable.pdf. For the second and third examination attempts on the Business Computer-Based Test, a retake exam application is not required to be submitted to the Department. There shall be a 21-day waiting period between retakes of the Business Computer-Based Test.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3) FS. Law Implemented 489.511 FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 10-30-80, Formerly 21GG-5.02, Amended 10-30-88, 11-3-92, Formerly 21GG-5.002, Amended 4-5-95, 5-13-03, 1-23-05, 6-3-07, 7-19-11.

61G6-5.003 Requirements for Certification.

(1) Any person desiring certification by examination or applying for certification by endorsement pursuant to Section 489.511(5)(a), F.S., must establish that he or she meets eligibility requirements according to one of the following criteria:

(a) Has, within the 6 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, at least 3 years’ proven management experience in the trade or education equivalent thereto, or a combination thereof, but not more than one-half of such experience may be educational equivalent.

1. An applicant for certification who is a recipient of a degree in engineering or related field from an accredited four-year college or university may substitute his or her educational background for 1 year of experience in the trade as an electrical contractor or an alarm contractor, provided that the applicant causes the college or university he or she attended to forward a copy of his or her transcript to the Department.

2. The experience required must include:

a. For an electrical contractor, at least 40% of work that is 3-phase service;

b. For an alarm contractor I, at least 40% of work that is in commercial fire alarm systems;

c. For an alarm contractor II, at least 40% of work in alarm systems other than fire alarm systems.

(b) Has, within the 8 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, at least 4 years’ experience as a foreman, supervisor, or contractor in the trade for which he or she is making application. The experience must include:

1. For an electrical contractor, at least 40% of work that is 3-phase service;

2. For an alarm contractor I, at least 40% of work that is in fire alarm systems;

3. For an alarm contractor II, at least 40% of work in alarm systems other than fire alarm systems.

(c) Has, within 12 years immediately preceding the filing of the application, at least 6 years of comprehensive training, technical education, or broad experience associated with an electrical or an alarm system installation or servicing endeavor. The experience required must include:

1. For an electrical contractor, at least 40% of work that is 3-phase service;

2. For an alarm contractor I, at least 40% of work that is in fire alarm systems;

3. Alarm contractor II, at least 40% of work in alarm systems other than fire alarm systems.

(d) Has been licensed for 3 years as an engineer within the preceding 12 years.

(2) Every applicant must submit a credit report on the applicant from any recognized credit bureau which includes but is not limited to liens, judgments, suits and bankruptcy obtained from the county, state and federal records. The credit report must be dated within 12 months of the date of filing the application. Reports which are limited to only information that has been obtained from the applicant or past and present employers are not acceptable.

(3) To demonstrate experience pursuant to Section 489.511(1)(b)3.a., b., c., F.S., all applicants must provide to the Board:

(a) A representative list of electrical contracts or alarm contracts, as applicable, completed in the requisite number of years preceding the date of application pursuant to the applicable part of the statute noted above. The list shall include the description of each job, location, owner, architect or engineer, and general contractor. If the applicant has been employed by a Florida Certified Electrical, Alarm or Specialty contractor for the requisite number of years preceding the date of application, he/she may have that licensee verify that he/she meets the requirements pursuant to the applicable part of the statute noted above on the Employment Verification for Florida Employer Verification form, Section VIII – Part AI of the licensure application in lieu of providing a list of contracts. If the applicant is applying for the Certified Alarm Contractor I license and has a National Institute for Certification in Engineering Technologies (NICET) Level III certification or higher, he or she may provide proof of the current NICET certification in lieu of providing a list of contracts.
(b) Statements prepared by some person or persons other than the applicant for licensure by examination or endorsement listing chronologically the active experience of the applicant in the trade. The statements shall include the name and address of employers, and dates of employment. Copies of W-2 forms must be submitted with the application.

(4) A credit report on the qualifying agent from any recognized credit bureau which includes but is not limited to liens, judgments, suits and bankruptcy obtained from county, state and federal records. The credit report must be dated within twelve (12) months of the date of filing the application. Reports which are limited to only information that has been obtained from the qualifying agent or past and present employers are not acceptable.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3) FS. Law Implemented 489.505(2), (12), 489.511(1), 489.521 FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 4-17-80, 10-4-84, Formerly 21GG-5.03, Amended 12-24-87, 7-9-89, 3-13-90, 11-26-90, 7-8-91, Formerly 21GG-5.003, Amended 3-20-94, 11-30-94, 7-13-95, 1-18-96, 9-22-97, 10-1-03, 12-6-10, 7-17-11, 2-8-12, 9-11-19.
61G6-5.0035 Certification of Registered Contractors.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.514 FS. Law Implemented 489.513(3), 489.514, 489.517 FS. History–New 11-12-00, Repealed 12-26-11.
61G6-5.0036 Certification of Registered Contractors.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.514 FS. Law Implemented 489.513(3), 489.514, 489.517 FS. History–New 10-16-13, Repealed 3-1-16.
61G6-5.004 Requirement for Business Organizations.

In order that the Board may carry out its statutory duty to investigate the financial responsibility, credit, and business reputation of an applicant proposing to engage in contracting as a partnership, corporation, business trust, or other legal entity other than a sole proprietorship, an applicant shall be required to forward the following to the Department for review by the Board:

(1) A comprehensive financial statement reflecting the financial condition of the business organization in its previous fiscal year; provided, however, that the statement be prepared within 12 months of the date of filing of the application. The financial statement shall be prepared in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, as defined by Rule 61H1-20.007, F.A.C. (February, 2004). The financial statement must indicate a minimum net worth as indicated below for the following categories:

	(a) Unlimited electrical and alarm contractor
	$10,000 

	(b) Specialty Contractor
	$5,000 


(2) A report on the business organization from any recognized credit bureau which includes but is not limited to credit history, ability to be bonded, liens, judgments, suits, bankruptcy, and assignment of receivers obtained from county, state and federal records. The credit report must be dated within twelve (12) months of the date of filing the application.

(3) Answers to the following questionnaire on the application:

Business Organization Financial Responsibility Questionnaire – Has Any Partner, Officer, Director or Trustee of the Business Organzation Ever:

(a) Undertaken construction contracts or work that a bonding or surety company completed or made financial settlement on your behalf? ___ Yes ___ No

(b) Had claims or lawsuits filed for unpaid or pastdue accounts by your creditors? ___ Yes ___ No

(c) Undertaken construction contracts or work which resulted in liens, suits or judgments being filed against you? __ Yes __ No

(d) Had a lien of record filed against you by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service or Florida Corporate Tax Division? __ Yes _ No

(e) Made an assignment of assets in settlement of construction obligations for less than the debts outstanding? __ Yes __ No

(f) Filed for bankruptcy voluntarily or involuntarily? ___ Yes ___ No

(g) Been charged with acting as a contractor without a license? ___ Yes ___ No

(h) Been convicted, entered a plea or found guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere (regardless of adjudication) or any crime (other than a traffic violation)? ___ Yes ___ No

(i) I WILL NOTIFY THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS’ LICENSING BOARD IN WRITING, WITHIN TEN (10) DAYS, UPON ANY CHANGE OF THE ABOVE LISTED ANSWERS TO THE FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE OF THIS APPLICATION.

SIGNATURE OF QUALIFYING AGENT:

DATE: __________________________________________

SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS ______DAY OF ___, 20___.

_________________________________ NOTARY PUBLIC

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY QUESTIONS (A-H) ABOVE, ATTACH COMPLETE EXPLANATION FOR EACH YES ANSWER.

(4) For purposes of complying with section 489.522(2)(c), F.S., a primary qualifying agent shall affirm he/she has the authority for approving checks, payments, drafts and contracts on behalf of the business organization.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.521 FS. Law Implemented 489.515(1), 489.521, 489.522 FS. History–New 1-20-80, Amended 4-17-80, 4-30-81, 1-11-84, Formerly 21GG-5.04, Amended 2-3-86, 11-23-86, 8-27-87, 12-24-87, 11-26-90, 7-8-91, Formerly 21GG-5.004, Amended 3-20-94, 11-30-94, 5-2-96, 2-13-97, 11-23-97, 4-14-98, 4-12-04, 7-17-11, 2-8-12.
61G6-5.005 Financial Responsibility; Definitions; Grounds for Denial.

(1) For purposes of this rule, the phrase “financial responsibility” is defined as the ability to insure that the public, the laborers, the materialmen, the supplier and other parties with whom the applicant will do business as an contractor, will not sustain economic losses resulting from the contractor’s inability to pay his obligations to them.

(2) The following factors will be reviewed when examining the financial responsibility of the applicant:

(a) Evidence that the applicant or any of its corporate officers, or any of its shareholders holding 10% or more of the corporate stock has filed or been a party to voluntary or involuntary bankruptcy within the past five years preceding its application, arising out of the electrical contracting operations of said applicant, corporate officer or 10% shareholder.

(b) The existence, within the past five years preceding the application, of a court judgment rendered against the applicant or any of its corporate officers, or any of its shareholders holding 10% or more of its corporate stock, based upon the failure of the applicant or any of its corporate officers or 10% shareholders to pay their obligations to materialmen, laborers, suppliers or any other parties with whom the applicant or corporate officer or 10% shareholder conducted business as a contractor.

(c) The existence of any liens of record by the United States Internal Revenue Service or the State of Florida Department of Revenue against the applicant or any of its corporate officers or any of its 10% shareholders.

(d) An unfavorable credit history as indicated by any of the documents submitted pursuant to rule 61G6-5.004, F.A.C.

(3) A determination by the Board that the applicant lacks the financial stability necessary to assure compliance with the standards set forth in subsection (1) of this rule. As guidelines for the determination of financial stability the Board shall consider the responses to the questions set forth in subsection 61G6-5.004(3), F.A.C., and the documents submitted pursuant to rule 61G6-5.004, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 489.521(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.521(3)(a) FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 4-17-80, 4-30-81, 1-24-85, Formerly 21GG-5.05, Amended 2-23-86, 8-16-88, Formerly 21GG-5.005, Amended 2-13-97, 6-8-04.

61G6-5.006 Certification of Additional New Business Entity or Transfers.

(1) A qualifying agent who wishes to engage in contracting in his own name or in affiliation with another business entity shall be required to submit an application to the Department. The application shall be accompanied by the materials listed in rule 61G6-5.004, F.A.C. The application shall be accompanied by the application fee.

(2) The Application for Transfer form, DB/FORMS/TRANSAPP Rev. 3/97, titled Application for Transfer, which is hereby incorporated by reference and will be effective 6-16-98, copies of which may be obtained from the Board office. Applications for Transfers or Additional Business Entities must be completed and received thirty (30) calendar days prior to a meeting of the Board.

(3) If application is made by a qualifying agent to be allowed to take the examination to be a secondary qualifier for a business already certified by a certified qualifying agent, the already certified business need not resubmit the financial portion of the business application.

(4) If a transfer is requested by an already certified person to an already certified business entity, the business portion of the transfer application shall not be required. The credit report and financial statement of the certified person will also not be required.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.521(2), (3)(a) FS. Law Implemented 489.521(2), (3)(a), (8) FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 4-16-82, 6-22-82, Formerly 21GG-5.06, Amended 11-3-92, Formerly 21GG-5.006, Amended 11-30-94, 5-2-96, 6-16-98, 8-15-06.

61G6-5.008 Public Liability and Workers’ Compensation Insurance.

(1) As a prerequisite to the initial issuance, or a change in the status of an active certificate or registration, the applicant shall attest that the applicant will obtain public liability and property damage insurance, in the amounts stated herein. It shall be a violation of this rule for any licensee to fail to continually maintain liability and property damage insurance in amounts set forth herein. The Certificate of Insurance shall be prepared by an insurance agency and must contain the following information:

(a) Date that the Certificate of Insurance was issued.

(b) Name of Insurance Agent.

(c) Name of Insured must reflect the exact name of the entity qualified by the applicant.

(d) Name of Insurance Company.

(e) Policy number must be on the Certificate. Binder numbers of copies of policies will not be acceptable.

(f) Effective date of policy.

(g) Expiration date of policy.

(h) The minimum amount of liability and property damage insurance required as a prerequisite to the issuance of a certificate or registration or registered license, as listed below: 

	1. Liability Insurance:
	

	(including completed operations and products)
	$100,000/per person $300,000/per occurrence and

	2. Property Damage
	

	Insurance (including completed operations and products)
	$500,000 or 

	3. Minimum combined single limit policy
	$800,000 


(i) Certificate holder must be the Department of Business and Professional Regulation, the Electrical Contractors’ Licensing Board.

(j) The cancellation notice shall stipulate that, should the public liability and property damage coverage, described above, be cancelled before the expiration date, the issuing company will mail a thirty day written notice to the Certificate Holder named on this Certificate.

(k) The agent’s signature.

(l) The licensee’s correct license number.

(2) As a prerequisite to the initial issuance, or a change in the status of an active certificate or registration, the applicant shall attest the applicant will obtain workers’ compensation insurance or an appropriate exemption pursuant to chapter 440, F.S. It shall be a violation of this rule for any licensee to fail to continually maintain workers’ compensation coverage or an appropriate exemption as required.

(3) The insurance shall, at all times, be carried in the name of the licensee or the business name appearing on the licensee’s certificate or registration.

(4) By applying for renewal, each certificateholder or registrant certifies that he or she has continually maintained the required amounts of public liability and property damage. To verify each certificateholder or registrant has continually maintained the required amounts of public liability and property damage insurance, as well as workers’ compensation coverage or appropriate exemption pursuant to chapter 440, F.S., the Board will conduct random sample audits of at least 10% of the total number of certificates and registrants. Upon written request by the Board, each selected licensee must within thirty days submit proof of coverage, in the form of an original Certificate of Insurance, showing the licensee has obtained and continually maintained the proper amount of public liability and property damage insurance, as well as workers’ compensation coverage or appropriate exemption pursuant to chapter 440, F.S., within the specified time period set forth in the Board’s request.

(5) Failure to comply with the Board’s request to submit proof of coverage, which meets the requirements of the Board, will be a violation of this rule.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(2), 489.510, 489.511(4), 489.515 FS. Law Implemented 489.507(2), 489.510, 489.511(4), 489.515, 489.517(5), 489.537 FS. History–New 1-2-80, Formerly 21GG-5.08, Amended 5-20-92, Formerly 21GG-5.008, Amended 9-22-97, 3-29-99, 3-19-02, 12-27-04, 8-3-08.

61G6-5.009 Endorsement.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.511(6) FS. Law Implemented 489.511(9) FS. History–New 1-2-80, Amended 10-30-80, Formerly 21GG-5.09, 21GG-5.009, Amended 2-13-97, 5-5-10, Repealed 12-26-11.
61G6-5.010 Statement of Authority.

Any person applying for the issuance of a certificate or registration to engage in contracting in other than his/her individual capacity, or any registrant or certificate holder applying to qualify a partnership, corporation, business trust or other legal business entity shall affirm that he/she is responsible for supervision of all operations of the business organization; including, all field work at all sites and financial matters (both in general and for each specific job).
Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3), 489.521 FS. Law Implemented 489.521 FS. History–New 5-20-92, Formerly 21GG-5.010, Amended 2-8-12.
61G6-5.011 Qualification of Joint Ventures.

(1) These rules do not prohibit a properly qualified business entity from participating in a joint venture with business entities which are not qualified; however, only a properly qualified entity may engage in contracting as defined in section 489.505, F.S. A joint venture, including a joint venture composed of qualified business entities, is itself a separate and distinct entity which must be qualified.

(2) A joint venture, one or more of whose participants are not licensed contractors under chapter 489, part II, F.S., may submit a bid on a project under the following circumstances:

(a) There must be a written joint venture agreement.

(b) One of the joint ventures must be a business entity properly qualified by a licensed contractor.

(c) Each participant must sign a statement of authority (as set out in rule 61G6-5.010, F.A.C.) giving the licensed contractor full authority to conduct the contracting business of the participant.

(d) Copies of the joint venture agreement, statements of authority, and the letter of bondability must be received and approved by the Board Office prior to the time of the bid.

(e) If the joint venture is awarded the contract, the licensed contractor must qualify the joint venture within ninety (90) days.

(f) A licensed contractor who uses this method of limited qualification must maintain on file with the Board Office up-to-date information, as required on the application, concerning all business entities he qualifies.

(g) This method of limited qualifications may not be used by any business entity whose application is subject to denial under section 489.521(9), F.S., due to an officer, partner, director, or member being fined pursuant to section 489.533, F.S.

(h) The Board may limit the qualification issued, as to the project or projects bid upon and prescribe the time period the qualification is to remain effective.

(3) All qualifying agents of the joint venture will be required to make an appearance at the Board meeting where the application is reviewed, prior to approval for licensing of the joint venture. A licensed contractor is required to obtain approval for each joint venture.

Rulemaking Authority 489.521, j489.507(3) FS. Law Implemented 489.521 FS. History–New 5-20-92, Formerly 21GG-5.011, Amended 11-30-94, 2-1-18.
61G6-5.012 Notification of Changes.

(1) A certificate holder or registrant shall notify the Board Office within thirty (30) days of a change in name style or address from that which appears on the current certificate or registration and shall notify the Board Office within thirty (30) days after the qualifying person has ceased to be affiliated with the qualified business organization.

(2) A certificate holder or registrant must inform the Board, by mail, within forty-five (45) calendar days, of changes in any information required to be stated on the application for qualification of a business organization.

(3) Failure to comply with this rule is grounds for disciplinary action.

Rulemaking Authority 489.507(3) FS. Law Implemented 455.275, 489.521(2)(a)1., (5), 489.533 FS. History–New 9-1-98, Amended 10-1-03.
