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61G4-16.001 Written Certification Examination Requirements.

(1) Certification Examination for General Contractors, Tower Specialty Contractors, and Industrial Facility Specialty Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of three tests. The content areas to be covered and the relative weight shall be as follows:

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the relative weights to be assigned to said area are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to contract administration including managing and operating the day to day activities of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 27% Preconstruction Activities,
2. 40% Project Contracts,
3. 20% Obtaining Licenses, Permits and Approvals; and,
4. 13% Construction Procedures and Operations.

(c) Test three shall consist of questions relating to project management including managing, controlling and conducting a specific project. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 63% Construction Methods, Materials, Tools, and Equipment,
2. 20% Safety; and,
3. 17% Reading Plans and Specifications.

(2) Certification Examination for Building Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of three tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to contract administration including managing and operating the day to day activities of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 28% Preconstruction Activities,
2. 38% Project Contracts,
3. 20% Obtaining licenses, permits and approvals; and,
4. 14% Construction Procedures and Operations.

(c) Test three shall consist of questions relating to project management including managing, controlling, and conducting a specific project. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 64% Construction Methods, Materials, Tools, and Equipment,
2. 20% Safety; and,
3. 16% Reading Plans and Specifications.

(3) Certification Examination for Residential Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of three tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to contract administration including managing and operating the day to day activities of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 29% Preconstruction Activities,
2. 40% Project Contracts,
3. 20% Obtaining Licenses, Permits and Approvals; and,
4. 11% Construction Procedures and Operations.

(c) Test three shall consist of questions relating to project management including managing and operating the day to day activities of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 64% Construction Methods, Materials, Tools, and Equipment,
2. 18% Safety; and,
3. 18% Reading Plans and Specifications.

(4) Certification Examination for Mechanical Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the mechanical contracting trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 9% Pre-installation and Design Engineering,
2. 9% Ductwork and HVAC Materials,
3. 12% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
4. 14% Installation of Mechanical Systems,
5. 9% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Equipment and Components,
6. 14% Installation of Mechanical Equipment and Components,
7. 9% Maintenance Analysis of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
8. 5% Maintenance Service of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
9. 9% Safety and Equipment,
10. 2% Excavating,
11. 5% Energy Management; and,
12. 3% Indoor Air Quality.

(5) Certification Examination for Class A Air Conditioning Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the Class A air conditioning trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 14% Pre-installation,
2. 9% Sheet Metal Ducts,
3. 23% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
4. 14% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Equipment and Components,
5. 9% Maintenance Analysis of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
6. 14% Maintenance Service of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
7. 9% Safety and Equipment,
8. 5% Energy Management; and,
9. 3% Indoor Air Quality.

(6) Certification Examination for Class B Air Conditioning Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the Class B air conditioning trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 12% Pre-installation,
2. 9% Sheet Metal Ducts,
3. 22% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
4. 14% Installation of Refrigeration and HVAC Equipment and Components,
5. 10% Maintenance Analysis of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
6. 14% Maintenance Service of Refrigeration and HVAC Systems,
7. 10% Safety and Equipment,
8. 5% Energy Management; and,
9. 4% Indoor Air Quality.
(7) Certification Examination for Roofing Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the roofing trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 15% Built-Up Roofs,
2. 15% Shingles and Shakes,
3. 10% Architectural Metal Roofs,
4. 15% Single-ply Systems,
5. 15% Modified Roofing Systems,
6. 10% Concrete and Tile Roofs,
7. 5% Membrane Waterproofing,
8. 5% Drains and Gutters; and,
9. 10% Equipment and Safety.

(8) Certification Examination for Sheet Metal Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the sheet metal trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 15% Pre-installation and Site Work,
2. 25% Industrial Duct Fabrication,
3. 10% Architectural Sheet Metal,
4. 10% Fabrication of Other Sheet Metal Structures,
5. 25% Installation of Sheet Metal Systems; and,
6. 15% Safety and Equipment.

(9) Certification Examination for Commercial Pool/Spa Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the commercial pool/spa trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 5% Pre-installation and Site Preparation,
2. 15% Pool and Spa Excavation,
3. 12 1/2% Plumbing Work,
4. 5% Electrical Work,
5. 10% Shell Placement,
6. 5% Deck Work,
7. 10% Tile, Coping and Trim Work,
8. 10% Accessory Work,
9. 5% Interior Surface Preparation and Finishing,
10. 5% Start Up,
11. 10% Service and Maintenance; and,
12. 7 1/2% Equipment.

(10) Certification Examination for Residential Pool/Spa Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the residential pool/spa trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 7 1/2% Pre-installation and Site Preparation,
2. 15% Pool and Spa Excavation,
3. 12 1/2% Plumbing Work,
4. 5% Electrical Work,
5. 10% Shell Placement,
6. 5% Deck Work,
7. 10% Tile, Coping and Trim Work,
8. 5% Accessory Work,
9. 5% Interior Surface Preparation and Finishing,
10. 5% Start Up,
11. 10% Service and Maintenance; and,
12. 10% Equipment.

(11) Certification Examination for Swimming Pool/Spa Servicing Contractors and Residential Swimming Pool/Spa Servicing Specialty Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the swimming pool/spa servicing trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 10% Plumbing Work,
2. 10% Deck Work,
3. 10% Tile, Coping and Trim Work,
4. 10% Accessory Work,
5. 10% Interior Surface Preparation and Finishing,
6. 10% Start Up,
7. 35% Service and Maintenance; and,
8. 5% Safety Procedures.

(12) Certification Examination for Plumbing Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the plumbing trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 20% Drainage,
2. 20% Water Distribution,
3. 15% Natural Gas Piping,
4. 20% Medical Gas Piping,
5. 10% Industrial Piping,
6. 5% Swimming Pools, Wells and Irrigation,
7. 5% Solar,
8. 5% Fire Protection; and,
9. Test two shall include, but shall not be limited to, five plumbing isometric drawings. The content of the drawings shall conform to the content areas listed in 1. through 8., above. Each of the isometric drawings is worth up to a maximum of 10 points. Based on the criteria listed below, each drawing will be independently evaluated by three graders. At least two of the graders must agree that a criterion is correct in order for that criterion to be graded as correct and points to be awarded. If one or more criterion is determined to be incorrect by at least two of the graders, points will not be awarded for that criterion. The awarded points for all criteria will be summed and converted to a 10 point scale to determine the score for each drawing. The following are the criteria and points used by the graders to evaluate each of the five isometric drawings.

a. Legibility. Drawing is clear and readable. Drawing is sufficient in size. Lines and labels are distinguishable. (8 points)

b. Orientation. All fixtures are shown in the correct location relative to each other. (20 points)

c. Flow. Direction of flow is shown when going from vertical to horizontal. The direction of flow must be indicated even if the direction is implied for all waste lines and all fixture connections. Direction of flow is not required for vent lines. (12 points)

d. Angles. Isometric drawing uses 30-60-90 degree angles. All angles used on the drawing are displayed at the appropriate orientation. (8 points)

e. Piping. All pipes, fittings, traps, clean-outs, and similar portions of the piping structure are included on the drawing. All piping is shown exactly as on the drawing (regardless of specific code requirements). The piping must display the correct elevation in reference to the floor plan. (20 points)

f. Labeling. All fixtures are labeled according to the legend provided in the examination instructions. (4 points)

g. Vents. All vents are properly indicated. (16 points)

h. Fixtures. All fixtures shown on the floor plan are appropriately indicated on the isometric drawing. (12 points)

(13) Certification Examination for Underground Utility and Excavation Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the underground utility and excavation trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 20% Pre-installation,
2. 5% Traffic Control,
3. 20% Excavating, Backfill and Compaction,
4. 15% Pipe Installation and Repairs,
5. 15% Piping, Valves and Fittings,
6. 10% Testing, Disinfecting, and Job Close Out,
7. 5% Drainage Systems; and,
8. 10% Equipment.

(14) Certification Examination for Pollutant Storage System Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the pollutant storage system specialty trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 7% Pre-installation and Site Preparation,
2. 5% Material Handling,
3. 10% Excavating,
4. 7% Supports and Anchorage,
5. 10% Backfill,
6. 12% Tank Installation,
7. 14% Piping, Valves and Fittings,
8. 5% Above Tank Covering,
9. 10% Leak Detection,
10. 5% Cathodic Protection Systems,
11. 10% Tank Removal and Abandonment; and,
12. 5% Equipment.

(15) Certification for Gypsum Drywall Specialty Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the gypsum drywall specialty trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 35% Gypsum/Gypsum Wallboard Installation,
2. 15% Taping and Texturing,
3. 35% Metal Stud Walls and Ceiling Grid Systems; and,
4. 15% Special Applications.

(16) Certification Examination for Specialty Structure Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the specialty structure trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 7 1/2% Foundations,
2. 15% Wall Sections,
3. 15% Roof Sections,
4. 7 1/2% Insulation,
5. 15% Windows,
6. 15% Post and Beam Structures,
7. 15% Roofovers; and,
8. 10% Siding, Soffit, Fascias, Gutters, and Downspouts.

(17) Certification Examination for Solar Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the solar trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 25% Swimming Pools,
2. 25% Domestic Hot Water; and,
3. 50% Photovoltaics.

(18) Certification Examination for Gas Line Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the gas line trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 10% General Knowledge,
2. 5% Testing and Code Compliance,
3. 5% Taps and Connections,
4. 5% Pigging and Purging,
5. 5% Maintenance,
6. 20% Welding and Fusions,
7. 20% Safety,
8. 10% Excavation,
9. 10% Equipment,
10. 5% Materials; and,
11. 5% Location and Investigation.

(19) Certification Examination for Glass and Glazing Specialty Contractor.

(a) Areas of Competency. The Certification Examination shall consist of two tests.

1. Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

2. Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the glass and glazing trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

a. 35% Preconstruction Activities,
b. 20% Fabricating Product,
c. 5% Transporting Product,
d. 35% Installing Product; and,
e. 5% Servicing Product.

(b) For purpose of this rule, Product is defined as curtain walls, decorative glass and glazing, glass and aluminum doors, glass, glass floors, glass railings, interior glass and glazing, mirrors, overhead glazing, panels and miscellaneous metals, shower doors, store fronts, structural glass (frameless) and windows.

(20) Certification of Marine Specialty Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the marine specialty trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 7% Determining Existing Soil Conditions,

2. 10% Determining Project Parameters,
3. 16% Administering Project,
4. 9% Constructing Foundation Systems,
5. 13% Constructing Shoreline Stabilization,
6. 10% Constructing Anchoring Systems,
7. 6% Performing Dredge and Fill Operations,
8. 9% Building Floating Marine Structures,
9. 14% Building Fixed Marine Structures; and,
10. 6% Executing Close-Out Procedures.

(21) Certification of Irrigation Specialty Contractors. The certification examination shall consist of two tests.

(a) Test one shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas are set forth in subsection 61G4-16.001(22), F.A.C.

(b) Test two shall consist of questions relating to general knowledge of the irrigation specialty trade. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

1. 25% Pre-Construction,
2. 37.50% Construction,
3. 12.50% Maintenance & Repair,
4. 12.50% Scheduling & Water Conservation; and,
5. 12.50% Rules, Laws & Codes.

(22) Business and Finance Examination. Test one for all construction certification categories shall consist of questions relating to the business and financial management of a contracting firm. The content areas to be covered and the approximate weights to be assigned to said areas shall be as follows:

(a) 11% Establishing the Contracting business;
(b) 26% Managing Administration Duties;
(c) 10% Managing Trade Operations;
(d) 32% Conducting Accounting Functions;
(e) 6% Managing Human Resources (Staffing); and,
(f) 15% Complying with Government Regulations.
(23) The weight approximations for all examinations listed above may vary by plus or minus three percent (3%).

(24) Passing Score. The score necessary to achieve a passing grade on all of the construction certification examinations shall be no less than a percentage of seventy (70%) out of one hundred percent (100%) on each of the required tests.
Rulemaking Authority 455.217, 489.108 FS. Law Implemented 455.217, 489.113 FS. History–New 1-6-80, Amended 9-24-84, Formerly 21E-16.01, Amended 5-3-87, 10-4-87, 6-2-88, 12-19-88, 5-23-89, 8-23-89, 2-5-91, 1-29-92, 10-11-92, 5-2-93, Formerly 21E-16.001, Amended 10-17-93, 5-9-95, 11-28-95, 3-11-96, 11-13-97, 4-13-99, 9-12-00, 6-25-03, 6-23-08, 4-21-09, 8-31-14, 7-4-17, 9-30-19.
61G4-16.0015 Exemption from Business and Finance Test.

(1) Any current active certified residential licensee, who is an applicant for a state certified builder’s examination or a certified general contractor’s examination, shall not be required to take the business and finance portion of the exam, provided:

(a) The licensee is not under investigation or prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would constitute a violation of Chapter 489, Part I, F.S., or if so, until such time as the investigation or prosecution is complete; and

(b) The licensee has not been disciplined, other than a notice of noncompliance, a letter of guidance or a citation.

(2) Any current active certified building licensee, who is an applicant for a state certified general contractor’s examination, shall not be required to take the business and finance portion of the exam, provided:

(a) The licensee is not under investigation or prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would constitute a violation of chapter 489, part I, or if so, until such time as the investigation or prosecution is complete; and

(b) The licensee has not been disciplined, other than a notice of noncompliance, a letter of guidance or a citation.

(3) Any current active certified Division I licensee (excluding Traditional Thatched Structure) who is an applicant for a state certified Division II licensure examination, shall not be required to take the business and finance portion of the exam, provided:

(a) The licensee is not under investigation or prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would constitute a violation of Chapter 489, Part I, F.S., or if so, until such time as the investigation or prosecution is complete; and

(b) The licensee has not been disciplined, other than a notice of noncompliance, a letter of guidance or a citation.

(4) Any current active certified Division II licensee (excluding pool service, internal pollutant storage tank lining applicator, precision tank tester, and air conditioning “C”), who is an applicant for any other state certified Division II or Division I licensure examination, shall not be required to take the business and finance portion of the exam, provided:

(a) The licensee is not under investigation or prosecution in any jurisdiction for an action that would constitute a violation of chapter 489, part I, or if so, until such time as the investigation or prosecution is complete; and

(b) The licensee has not been disciplined, other than a notice of noncompliance, letter of guidance or a citation.

Rulemaking Authority 489.108 FS. Law Implemented 455.217(1)(b) FS. History–New 1-24-96, Amended 10-4-99.

61G4-16.0021 Written Examination for Swimming Pool Specialty Contractors.

(1) The examination for licensure for any category of swimming pool specialty contractor as specified in Rule 61G4-15.032, F.A.C., shall consist of a written examination or a practical examination. The written examination shall test the applicant’s ability to perform the scope of work for the category of swimming pool specialty contractor for which the applicant applied. 

(2) Requirements for all written Swimming Pool Specialty Contractor Examinations. Each examination must test the following areas:

(a) 15% Reading, understanding and interpreting scaled pool construction plans and surveys.

(b) 5% Understanding and complying with job-site safety requirements.

(c) 5% Handling and properly disposing of hazardous materials.

(d) 5% Recognizing the tools required to do the job and exhibit the ability to properly use those tools.

(3) Additional test areas for each category of swimming pool specialty contractor examination are as follows:

(a) Swimming Pool Layout Specialty Contractors. The examination for swimming pool layout specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas:

1. 8% Accurate location of a base line or center line of the pool with reference to fixed objects shown on the layout plan.

2. 8% Lay out of pool, including proper leveling techniques for the shell to plus or minus 1/4th inch and verifying the calculations to accommodate the coping or deck edge trim, finished deck elevation and existing patios, floors, and landscape.

3. 5% Verifying lay out calculations to accommodate anticipated water runoff (drainage).

4. 5% Understanding effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

5. 8% Understanding excavation in accordance with plans and specifications and back up methods in the event of a cave in.

6. 8% Placing and stabilizing forms.

7. 8% Piping, fittings and proper solvent weld procedures.

8. 15% Understanding the installation of structural steel in accordance with the plan and code requirements.

9. 5% Modification of bond beam steel.

(b) Swimming Pool Structural Specialty Contractor. The examination for swimming pool structural specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas:

1. 10% Use of guide wires or piano wire.

2. 5% Proper use of concrete pump and air compressor for installation of pneumatically applied concrete.

3. 10% Inspection of forms, wall fittings, drains, light niches, steel placement.

4. 10% The properties of concrete, including slump and the use of samples. 

5. 15% Proper use of gunite or shotcrete placement on pool walls and floors, including finishing techniques.

6. 10% Knowledge of dimensional requirements for features such as steps and benches.

7. 10% The ability to read and understand manufacturer’s installation instructions for fiberglass and/or vinyl liner pool structures.

(c) Examination for Swimming Pool Excavation Specialty Contractor. The examination for swimming pool excavation specialty contractor shall evaluate the following areas:

1. 5% Site preparation.

2. 10% Effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

3. 10% Operation of excavation machines.

4. 20% Angle of repose and shoring requirements.

5. 10% Understanding of different soil conditions.

6. 5% Proper placement of excavated materials.

7. 10% Backfill and compact of fill material.

(d) Examination for Swimming Pool Trim Specialty Contractor. The examination for swimming pool trim specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas:

1. 5% Preparation and use of “brown coat” or “parge” mix. 

2. 15% Methods of setting a vertical waterline tile job with horizontal alignment of plus or minus 1/8 inch. 

3. 10% Proper installation procedures for tile and water features per manufacturer’s instructions, including step edge tile.

4. 15% Leveling the top of the beam(s) to plus or minus 1/8 inch.

5. 10% Use of bullnose brick as the pool coping, including miter joints in the coping.

6. 5% Custom grout color.

7. 5% Proper cleaning of tile and coping to remove masonry stains.

8. 5% Understand effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

(e) Examination for Swimming Pool Decking Specialty Contractor. The examination for swimming pool decking specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas: 

1. 5% Operation of an under-pool dewatering system.

2. 5% Layout of deck, including verification of angles and deck dimensions.

3. 5% Calculations to accommodate anticipated water runoff (drainage) and installation of a deck drainage system.

4. 5% Understanding of backfill and compaction procedures for sub-deck materials.

5. 5% Understanding of the properties of concrete and calculation of the amount of concrete required for the job.

6. 5% Understanding proper elevation and pitch requirements to insure proper drainage.

7. 5% Understanding accurate angles and locate pin points.

8. 5% Understanding reinforcement requirements for concrete.

9. 10% Proper placement and finishing procedures for concrete.

10. 5% Understanding of thermal expansion and contraction of concrete and methods to accommodate it.

11. 5% Removal and disposition of concrete forms and forming materials.

12. 5% Setting anchors, ladders, and handrails.

13. 5% Pressurized piping procedures and maintenance.

(f) Examination for Swimming Pool Piping Specialty Contractor. The examination for swimming pool piping specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas:

1. 10% Swimming pool piping plan.

2. 15% Proper handling and solvent welding of PVC.

3. 10% Understanding of the different applications for different solvent weld cements.

4. 10% Proper testing and pressurization procedures for pool piping systems.

5. 25% Proper installation procedures for pool piping, circulation, sanitation, filtration, hydraulics and venting and related equipment in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.

(g) Examination for Swimming Pool Finishes Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool finishes specialty contractors shall evaluate the following areas: 

1. 10% Operation of under-pool dewatering systems.

2. 10% Proper shell preparation.

3. 5% Installing and repairing step or underwater bench trim tile.

4. 15% Plaster mixtures, including admixtures.

5. 20% Proper application of finish to a swimming pool structure.

6. 10% Demonstrate an understanding of application and filling procedures per manufacturer’s instructions to insure a clean smooth finish and a watertight condition.

(4) The score necessary to achieve a passing grade on any swimming pool specialty contractors examination shall be no less than seventy (70) percent out of one hundred (100) percent of the total possible points on the examination. 

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(1), 489.113(6), 489.115(5) FS. Law Implemented 455.217(1), 489.113(6), 489.115(5) FS. History–New 3-21-06, Amended 9-10-08, 4-26-12, 4-8-15.
61G4-16.0031 Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Specialty Contractors.

(1) Scope of Rule. The scope of this rule is to provide the practical examination requirements for the voluntary certification of swimming pool specialty contractors.

(2) Practical Examination Required. The examination for licensure for any category of swimming pool specialty contractor as specified in Rule 61G4-15.032, F.A.C., shall consist of a practical examination.

(a) The practical examination shall test the applicant’s ability to perform the scope of work for the category of swimming pool specialty contractor for which the applicant applied.

(b) The practical examination for any category of swimming pool specialty contractor shall have a maximum time limit of 14 days. 

(c) An applicant must be working under the supervision and within the scope of work of a contractor licensed pursuant to Sections 489.105(3)(j)-(k), F.S, at the time of the examination.

(d) An applicant must make all arrangements to secure an appropriate location at which to perform the practical examination. These arrangements include all appropriate equipment and permissions for the presence of the practical examiner.

(e) An applicant must arrange for a practical examiner who meets the requirements in subsection (3) to administer the practical examination. These arrangements include payment of the fee to the proctor. 

(3) Examiners for Practical Examinations. The practical examination shall be given by an examiner who is a contractor licensed pursuant to Sections 489.105(3)(j)-(k), F.S., and whose scope of work includes the category of swimming pool specialty contractor to be tested. 

(a) The practical examiner must register with the department by completing a prescribed form and paying a fee of $50 biannually.

(b) The practical examiner must take a two (2) hour orientation course addressing protocols and techniques for administering practical examinations from a provider approved by the board. Orientation course approval and provider approval shall follow the processes provided for in Chapter 61G4-18, F.A.C.

(c) The practical examiner must agree to administer any and all practical examinations fairly and without bias for or against an applicant. 

(d) The practical examiner must acknowledge that he or she will be subject to discipline for improper acts or administration of any practical examination. 

(e) The practical examiner may not charge any more than $200 for administering, to completion, any practical examination. The practical examiner may not allow any practical examination to go beyond the maximum time limit of fourteen (14) days. The practical examiner may not accept any additional monies related to the administration of the practical examination.

(f) A practical examiner may not employ or contract with an applicant or other contractor on the site at which a practical examination is to be administered. 

(g) A practical examiner may not administer practical examinations for more than five (5) applicants at a time on any one site. A practical examiner must, however, take all reasonable efforts to ensure that only the work of the applicant is evaluated in the practical examination.

(h) The practical examiner shall have the responsibility of notifying the applicant of the scores received on the practical examination, on form DBPRCILB4373 (July 10, 2006), effective October 10, 2006, which is incorporated herein by reference. The form may be obtained through www.myflorida.com. 

(i) The practical examiner must maintain all records of the applicant’s examination and scores for 2 years.

(j) The applicant shall provide the Department with the written result of the examination with the application for swimming pool specialty contractor’s license.

(k) The practical examiner must agree to hold the department harmless for any accident or injury resulting from the administration of any practical examination.

(4) Requirements for All Practical Examinations.

(a) Each practical examination must test the following areas, which shall account for thirty (30) percent of each examination:

1. 15% Reading, understanding and interpreting scaled pool construction plans and surveys.

2. 5% Understanding and complying with job-site safety requirements.

3. 5% Handling and properly disposing of hazardous materials.

4. 5% Recognizing the tools required to do the job and exhibit the ability to properly use those tools.

(b) The score necessary to achieve a passing grade on any swimming pool specialty contractors practical examination shall be no less than seventy (70) percent out of one hundred (100) percent of the total possible points on the practical examination. 

(5) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Layout Specialty Contractors. The practical examination for swimming pool layout specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, the following areas:

(a) 8% Accurately locating and staking out a base line or center line of the pool being built with reference to fixed objects shown on the layout plan.

(b) 8% Laying a pool out ready to be formed, including proper leveling techniques for the shell to plus or minus 1/4th inch and verifying the calculations that illustrate how the layout elevations will accommodate the coping or deck edge trim and how the finished deck elevation will meet existing finished elevations on the project such as existing patios, floors, and the surrounding landscape.

(c) 5% Verifying the calculations necessary to show that the pool layout, including decks and retaining walls will accommodate anticipated water runoff (drainage).

(d) 5% Understanding effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

(e) 8% Supervising an excavation according to the swimming pool plan(s) and/or specifications that insures that the walls and floor are shaped according to plans, and demonstrate the skills required to place backboard materials in the event of a cave in.

(f) 8% Properly placing and stabilizing forms.

(g) 8% Installing the piping and fittings required before installing the rough structure of a swimming pool, displaying proper solvent weld procedures.

(h) 15% Cutting and bending steel reinforcing bars, installing the structural steel in accordance with the pool plan, verifying that ties and overlaps are in accordance with code requirements, and showing that by proper blocking, the steel will have adequate and proper concrete coverage.

(i) 5% Maintaining the continuity of bond beam steel in cases where the beam is modified, including skimmer openings and step-ups in the beam such as raised beams and planters.

(6) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Structural Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool structural specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 10% Set guide wires or piano wire to insure that concrete walls are true and proper thickness.

(b) 5% Set up a concrete pump with an air compressor for the proper installation of pneumatically applied concrete.

(c) 10% Conduct an inspection for proper placement of forms, wall fittings, drains, light niches, steel placement, and the use of steel carrier chairs.

(d) 10% Demonstrate an understanding of the properties of concrete, including slump and the importance of taking a batch sample. 

(e) 15% Demonstrate proper gunite or shotcrete placement on pool walls and floors, including finishing techniques.

(f) 10% Knowledge of dimensional requirements for features such as steps and benches.

(g) 10% The ability to read and understand manufacturer’s installation instructions for fiberglass and/or vinyl liner pool structures, if applicable.

(7) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Excavation Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool excavation specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 5% Prepare a swimming pool construction site by grubbing or removing sod.

(b) 10% Understand effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

(c) 10% Operate an excavation machine such as a backhoe, tracked backhoe, or tracked excavator.

(d) 20% Excavate for a swimming pool according to the plan(s) and/or specifications. The walls and floor shall be shaped according to the swimming pool plan and demonstrate an understanding of the angle of repose and shoring requirements.

(e) 10% Understanding of different soil conditions.

(f) 5% Proper placement of excavated materials.

(g) 10% Backfill a swimming pool structure and compact the fill material.

(8) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Trim Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool trim specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 5% Prepare a “brown coat” or “parge” mix. Correct any misalignment in the swimming pool walls with a “brown coat.”

(b) 15% Set a vertical waterline tile job with horizontal alignment of plus or minus 1/8 inch. 

(c) 10% Demonstrate proper installation procedures for tile and water features per manufacturer’s instructions, including step edge tile, to insure a watertight condition and the ability to install a complete waterline with a fully bedded mud bed.

(d) 15% Level the top of the beam(s) to plus or minus 1/8 inch.

(e) 10% Set bullnose brick as the pool coping, including miter joints in the coping.

(f) 5% Mix a custom grout color.

(g) 5% Properly clean tile and coping to remove masonry stains.

(h) 5% Understand effective methods of managing ground water (dewatering).

(9) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Decking Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool decking specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 5% Operate an under-pool dewatering system.

(b) 5% Layout and form a deck, including verification of angles and deck dimensions.

(c) 5% Perform the calculations to show that the deck layout will accommodate anticipated water runoff (drainage). Install a deck drainage system such as a deck drain.

(d) 5% Understanding of backfill and compaction procedures for sub-deck materials.

(e) 5% Demonstrate an understanding of the properties of concrete including time from batching, hydration, slump, and the effects of weather conditions. Calculate the amount of concrete required for the job.

(f) 5% Understand proper elevation and pitch requirements to insure proper drainage.

(g) 5% Understand the geometry of how to create accurate angles and locate pin points.

(h) 5% Understand reinforcement requirements for concrete.

(i) 10% Demonstrate proper placement and finishing procedures for concrete.

(j) 5% Understanding of thermal expansion and contraction of concrete and methods to accommodate it.

(k) 5% Remove and dispose of concrete forms and forming materials.

(l) 5% Set anchors and/or ladders, handrails, etc. straight and true.

(m) 5% Be aware of pressurized piping procedures and the requirement that they be maintained during the forming process and placement of concrete decking.

(10) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Piping Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool piping specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 10% Read, understand, and interpret a swimming pool piping plan.

(b) 15% Install pool piping, including the proper handling and solvent welding of PVC.

(c) 10% Understanding of the different applications for different solvent weld cements.

(d) 10% Proper testing and pressurization procedures for pool piping systems.

(e) 25% Proper installation procedures for pool piping, circulation, sanitation, filtration, hydraulics and venting and related equipment in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions.

(11) Practical Examination for Swimming Pool Finishes Specialty Contractor. The practical examination for swimming pool finishes specialty contractors shall evaluate, through the use of a grading sheet which includes spaces for grading and comments by the practical examiner, in the following areas:

(a) 10% Operate an under-pool dewatering system.

(b) 10% Understand proper shell preparation to insure a tight bond and a watertight application, including the areas around all shell penetrations, and the neutralizing of all cleaning agents.

(c) 5% Install/repair step or underwater bench trim tile.

(d) 15% Mix plaster, including admixtures.

(e) 20% Properly apply plaster finish to a swimming pool structure in the correct thickness. Insure that plaster was troweled sufficiently.

(f) 10% Demonstrate an understanding of application and filling procedures per manufacturer’s instructions to insure a clean smooth finish and a watertight condition.

(12) Retaking a Practical Examination. An applicant who fails to achieve a passing score on a practical examination must wait two (2) weeks before attempting to retake the practical examination for the category of specialty pool contractor which the applicant failed. The applicant is required to repay the fees provided in paragraph (3)(e) of this rule.

Rulemaking Authority 255.217(1), 489.108, 489.133(6) FS. Law Implemented 289.115, 455.217(1), 489.109, 489.113(6) FS. History–New 2-16-06, Amended 10-10-06.

61G4-16.004 Oral Examinations.

(1) The general areas of competency to be covered by the oral certification examinations, the relative weight to be assigned in grading each area tested, the passing score, and the reexamination procedures for all contracting categories for which Section 489.113(10), F.S., allows an applicant to petition the Board to be administered an oral examination shall be the same as those specified in Rule 61G4-16.001, F.A.C., for the written certification examinations for those categories. This includes all categories except General and Building Contractors.

(2) The oral certification examinations and the procedures used to administer them shall be the same as the written certification examinations and procedures for the contractor category except that:

(a) The Department shall provide an individual who will read the examination materials aloud to the applicant who is being administered an oral certification examination and

(b) The applicant shall be allowed twice as much time to complete the oral certification examination as that allowed for the completion of the written certification examination.

Rulemaking Authority 489.113(7) FS. Law Implemented 489.113(7) FS. History–New 1-6-80, Formerly 21E-16.04, Amended 6-2-88, Formerly 21E-16.004.

61G4-16.005 Duration of Validity.

For the purpose of certification, a passing grade shall be valid only for a period of four (4) years from the date of the most recently passed portion of the exam.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(2) FS. Law Implemented 455.217(2), 489.113(1) FS. History–New 1-6-80, Formerly 21E-16.05, Amended 12-17-85, 8-11-92, Formerly 21E-16.005, Amended 8-9-10, 3-26-17.

61G4-16.007 Security and Monitoring Procedures for Certification Examination.

The following procedures are hereby established concerning the security and monitoring of the certification examination:

(1) The Board hereby adopts and approves the security and monitoring procedures for licensure examinations utilized by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation with the following additional provisions as set forth in subsection (2) of this rule. In case of conflict, the provisions of this rule shall prevail.

(2) Review of examination by Board members. Board members are authorized to review the certification examination given in the category which they represent.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(1)(e) FS. Law Implemented 455.217(1)(e) FS. History–New 10-14-81, Amended 7-31-83, Formerly 21E-16.07, Amended 4-16-92, Formerly 21E-16.007, Amended 9-3-96, 11-25-97.

61G4-16.009 Examination and Reexamination.

(1)(a) The general areas of competency to be covered by the examination for general, building, residential, sheet metal, roofing, class A and B air conditioning, mechanical, commercial pool/spa, residential pool/spa, swimming pool/spa servicing, plumbing, underground utility and excavation, specialty structure, solar, pollutant storage, gypsum drywall, glass and glazing, and gas line contractors, and the relative weight to be assigned in grading each area tested shall be as specified in Rule 61G4-16.001, F.A.C.

(b) Reexamination.

1. A candidate who:

a. Fails to achieve a passing score on any of the tests referenced to in Rule 61G4-16.001, F.A.C., above; or

b. Fails to appear for a scheduled test shall be required to pay the reexamination fee as set forth in paragraph (3)(c) below.

2. A candidate shall be required to retake only the tests on which he or she failed to achieve a passing score or failed to appear to take when scheduled. However, a candidate must pass all tests within four years of the first attempt; after which time all past test scores of the candidate shall be considered invalid and he or she shall be required to take all parts of the test as specified in Rule 61G4-16.001, F.A.C.

3. A candidate who fails to achieve a passing score on the examination in whole or in part must submit an application to retake the certification examination to the examination vendor no less than thirty (30) days prior to the administration of the examination the candidate wishes to take provided he or she pays all appropriate fees as set forth in subsection (3), below.

(2) Manner of Application for Examination and Scheduling. An original application for examination must be received by the examination vendor at least thirty (30) days prior to the administration of the examination the applicant wishes to take. All applicants must present a valid picture identification issued by a governmental agency at the examination site prior to taking the examination.

(3) Fees.

(a) All application and examination fees submitted for examination administration are non-refundable.

(b) The original application and examination fee shall be the same as specified in paragraph 61G4-12.009(1)(a), F.A.C. Said fee shall cover both the processing of the application and the administration of the examination.

(c) The reexamination fee shall be the same as specified in paragraph 61G4-12.009(1)(b), F.A.C. Said fee shall cover both the processing of the application and the administration of the examination.

(d) The fee for initial licensure shall be the same as specified in subsection 61G4-12.009(4), F.A.C. Said fee may be submitted along with the application for the examination and is refundable should the applicant fail to pass said examination.

(4) The only paper that shall be graded in a certification examination is the official answer sheet. No credit shall be given for answers written in an examinee’s booklet.

Rulemaking Authority 455.217(2), 455.219(1), 489.108, 489.129(2) FS. Law Implemented 455.217, 489.109, 489.111 FS. History–New 2-25-93, Formerly 21E-16.009, Amended 10-17-93, 7-20-94, 11-25-97, 9-15-99, 4-26-00, 10-24-00, 2-6-03, 1-10-05, 11-3-06, 5-8-07, 12-6-11.
