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61G18-15.001 Permit Requirements.

(1) All establishments where veterinary medicine is practiced shall be required to have a permit issued by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation. An application for a permit shall be filed with the department not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the opening date of the establishment. The establishment shall be inspected for compliance with the minimum standards for sanitary conditions and physical plant as set forth in rule chapter 61G18-15, F.A.C., prior to issuance of the permit. The decision whether reinspection prior to issuance of the permit is necessary because of the establishment’s failure to meet required standards on the initial inspection shall be made by the department on an individual basis and shall be based on the number and severity of the deficiencies documented on the initial inspection report.

(2) The applicant shall designate a responsible veterinarian in whose name the permit shall be jointly issued. Upon any change in the responsible veterinarian, the permittee shall have ten (10) days within which to notify the Board in writing, of the name of the new responsible veterinarian. Failure of the permittee to timely notify the Board in writing of the name of the new responsible veterinarian will require the filing of a new application.

(3) It shall be the duty of the licensed veterinarian named on the permit to return the permit to the department when the named veterinarian ceases to be responsible for the management of the establishment, or notify the Board that the veterinarian is no longer the responsible veterinarian at that location.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.215 FS. History–New 11-14-79, Amended 12-10-81, 9-22-82, 12-12-83, 10-17-85, Formerly 21X-15.01, Amended 10-14-86, 5-9-90, Formerly 21X-15.001, Amended 2-6-95, 6-8-95, 4-9-08.

61G18-15.002 Minimum Standards for Premises Where Veterinary Medicine Is Practiced.

(1) Exterior.

(a) All establishments where veterinary medicine is practiced must have the following:

1. Legible sign to identify location.

2. Facility clean and in good repair.

3. Telephone number for emergency veterinary care shall be visible and legible from the exterior.

(b) If premises where veterinary medicine is practiced have grounds, they must be clean and orderly.

(2) Interior.

(a) All premises where veterinary medicine is practiced must have the following:

1. Restroom – clean and orderly.

2. Office.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. License renewal and premise permit displayed.

3. A telephone must be answered 24 hours a day which one may call for emergency service.

4. Examination areas.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. Lined waste receptacle.

c. Sink and disposable towels. Sinks located in restrooms may not be used to satisfy this standard.

d. Examination table constructed of smooth impervious material.

5. Pharmacy.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. Blood storage or blood donor available.

c. Existence of accurate controlled substance log and individual patient records.

d. If controlled substances are on premises, a locking, secure cabinet for storage.

e. DEA certificate on premises.

f. Segregated area for the storage of expired drugs.

g. Disposable needles and syringes.

h. All drugs stored in the pharmacy must be properly labeled with drug name, strength, and expiration date.

i. If drugs are dispensed to the public the drugs are to be distributed in child-resistant containers unless a specific written request for non child-resistant containers is made by the animal owner. All containers distributed must be labeled with the name of the drug contained within, the strength and quantity of the drug, the expiration date of the drug, instructions as to the use of the drug, the name and species of the animal for which the drug is intended to be administered, the last name of the animal’s owner, and the name, address and telephone number of the veterinarian prescribing the drug.

6. Medical records as required by rule 61G18-18.002, F.A.C.

7. Laboratory.

a. Microscope.

b. Centrifuge.

c. Urinalysis equipment or outside laboratory services available.

d. Hematology facilities or outside laboratory service available.

e. Blood chemistry facilities or outside laboratory service available.

f. Microbiological capability or outside laboratory service available.

8. Facilities and equipment to render immediate resuscitative care.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. Sterile instruments, drapes, caps and masks.

c. Operating table appropriate to the proposed use constructed of smooth impervious material.

d. Oxygen and equipment for its administration.

e. Anesthesia equipment.

9. Holding areas shall be capable of sanitation and shall be maintained by including proper ventilation, sufficient lighting and be of a size consistent with the welfare of the animal.

10. Garbage and trash disposal.

a. Sanitary cans lined with disposable bags.

b. Effective insect and rodent control.

11. Carcass disposal – any adequate method used in area, provided the sanitary code is not violated.

12. Emergency lighting which must include at least a functioning rechargeable battery-operated light.

13. Fire extinguisher, with current annual inspection.

14. Refrigeration of stored drugs, biologicals, lab samples, reagents and other perishable items.

15. Comply with the requirements of rule 64E-16, F.A.C., concerning the handling and disposal of biohazardous waste.

(b) All premises must have facilities for radiology, surgery and long-term hospitalization, as described below or, in lieu thereof, written evidence that arrangements have been made with a local clinic or hospital must be available for inspection. For the purpose of this chapter local is defined as within 30 minutes or 30 miles whichever is greater to provide the service outside the premise.

1. Radiology.

a. X-ray machine; 100 MA preferred minimum.

b. Equipment necessary to produce diagnostic radiographic images.

c. Monitoring of exposure of personnel to radiation required.

2. Surgery.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. Method of sterilization of surgical equipment, either by autoclave or gas sterilization.

c. Operating table appropriate to the proposed use constructed of a smooth impervious surface.

d. Well lighted.

e. Oxygen and equipment for its administration.

3. Hospital wards.

a. Clean and orderly.

b. Holding areas shall be capable of sanitation and shall be maintained by including proper ventilation, sufficient lighting and be of a size consistent with the welfare of the animal.

c. Well lighted.

d. Proper ventilation.

(c) Establishments where veterinary medicine is practiced are not required to have the following facilities. However, if they do have them, the facilities must meet the standards set forth.

1. Reception area – entrance shall be free from hazards.

2. Grooming area – Clean and orderly.

3. Kitchen or food area – Clean and orderly.

4. Exercise runs.

a. Clean and secure.

b. No hazards.

(3) Veterinarians must furnish a permanent address at which they can be reached by clients in order that clients may obtain veterinary medical records.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215(1) FS. Law Implemented 474.215(1), 474.216 FS. History–New 7-14-79, Amended 4-6-81, Formerly 21X-15.02, Amended 10-14-86, 11-2-88, 8-29-89, 5-27-91, 3-24-93, Formerly 21X-15.002, Amended 7-4-95, 4-5-18.

61G18-15.0022 Minimum Standards for Permanent Locations Where Agricultural Veterinary Medicine Is Practiced.

Agricultural veterinary medicine is practiced upon livestock as defined by section 828.23(5), F.S. Minimum standards for permanent locations where agricultural veterinary medicine is practiced are:

(1) Exterior.

(a) All establishments where veterinary medicine is practiced must have the following:

1. Legible sign to identify location,

2. Facility clean and in good repair, and

3. Telephone number for emergency veterinary care shall be visible and legible from the exterior.

(b) The location where agricultural veterinary medicine is practiced must be clean and orderly.

(2) Interior.

(a) All locations where agricultural veterinary medicine is practiced must have the following:

1. Restroom – clean and orderly.

2. Office:

a. Clean and orderly,

b. Current license displayed.

3. 24 hours telephone service a day for emergencies.

4. Examination areas:

a. Clean and orderly,

b. Lined waste receptacles,

c. Sink and disposable towels (Sinks located in restrooms may not be used to satisfy this standard), and

d. Examination table, if present, must be of a material subject to disinfection.

5. Pharmacy:

a. Clean and orderly,

b. Individual patient or herd/flock records,

c. If controlled substances are on premises, a locking secure cabinet for storage and an accurate controlled substance log.

d. Segregated area or container for the storage of expired drugs.

6. Accessibility to a laboratory.

7. Holding areas shall be capable of sanitation and shall include proper ventilation, sufficient lighting, and be of a size consistent with the welfare of the animal.

8. Garbage and trash disposal:

a. Sanitary cans lined with disposable bags,

b. Effective insect and rodent control.

9. Carcass disposal.

10. Emergency lighting which must include at least a functioning rechargeable battery-operated light.

11. Fire extinguisher, with current inspection.

12. Refrigeration of stored drugs, biologicals, laboratory samples, and other perishable items.

13. Compliance with the requirement of chapter 64E-16, F.A.C., concerning the handling and disposal of biohazardous waste.

(b) All locations must have facilities for radiology, surgery, and long term hospitalization, as described below, or in lieu thereof, written evidence that arrangements have been made with another clinic or hospital to provide the services.

1. Surgery:

a. Clean and orderly,

b. Method of sterilization of equipment and instructions,

c. Well-lighted, and

d. Surfaces, if applicable, must be made of smooth material subject to disinfection.

2. Hospital holding areas shall include proper ventilation, sufficient lighting, and be of a size consistent with the welfare of the animal.

(c) Establishments where veterinary medicine is practiced are not required to have the following facilities. However, if they do have them, the facilities must meet the standards set forth.

1. Reception area – shall be free from hazards.

2. Kitchen or food area – clean and orderly.

3. Exercise areas:

a. Clean and secure, and

b. No hazards.

(3) Veterinarians must furnish a permanent address at which they can be reached by clients in order that clients may obtain veterinary medical records.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215(6) FS. Law Implemented 474.215(6) FS. History–New 7-9-95, Amended 9-18-95, 12-28-95, 9-26-12.
61G18-15.0025 Minimum Standards for a Mobile Veterinary Practice for Agricultural Animals.

The following minimum standards shall apply to mobile veterinary medical practices for agricultural animals:

(1) Mobile units utilized by veterinarians:

(a) Shall be clean and orderly.

(b) Shall contain the following:

1. Sterile syringes and needles.

2. All pharmaceuticals and biologics shall be maintained at the temperature recommended by the manufacturer in a refrigeration device that is powered by a stable energy source and is capable of maintaining a constant temperature. A thermometer shall be included where the biologics are being stored.

3. Antiseptic intravenous equipment.

4. If controlled substances are on the unit, a locking secure cabinet for storage and an accurate controlled substance log.

5. When surgery is to be performed, the following shall be maintained:

a. Surgical instruments,

b. Access to a means of sterilization,

c. Suture material, and

d. Intravenous equipment.
6. An American Veterinary Medical Association approved chemical method of euthanasia. The American Veterinary Medical Association Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals: 2013 Edition, Version 2013.0.1 is incorporated herein by reference at the following address: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05075 or from:
American Veterinary Medical Association
1931 N. Meacham Road
Schaumburg, Illinois 60173
7. Segregated area or container for the storage of expired drugs.
(2) When working with known infectious diseases within a herd, precautions shall be used to prevent transmission of infectious agents to another animal whether or not within the herd.

(3) Veterinarians must have a written agreement with a clinic or hospital for the provision of long term hospitalization, surgery, or radiology, if these services are not provided by the mobile clinic.

(4) Veterinarians must furnish a permanent address at which the veterinarian can be reached so that their clients can request veterinary medical records.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215(6) FS. Law Implemented 474.215(6) FS. History–New 7-4-95, Amended 7-22-10, 9-26-12, 6-16-14, 2-24-15.
61G18-15.0035 Minimum Standards for Mobile Premises Permits.

(1) Minimum standards for equipment for mobile premises permits are the same as for other premises where veterinary medicine is practiced, except for the requirements in subsection 61G18-15.002(1), and subparagraph (2)(a)1., F.A.C.

(2) Veterinarians must have a written agreement with a local clinic or hospital for the provisions of long-term hospitalization, surgery, or radiology, if these services are not available at the mobile clinic itself.

(3) Veterinarians must have a written agreement with a local clinic for the provision of emergency services and display a notice to that effect within the mobile unit to so inform clients.

(4) Veterinarians must furnish a permanent address at which they can be reached to their clients in order that their clients may obtain their veterinary medical records.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215(1) FS. Law Implemented 474.215(1) FS. History–New 10-13-85, Formerly 21X-15.035, 21X-15.0035, Amended 7-4-95.

61G18-15.005 Periodic Inspections.

(1) The Department shall make inspections of veterinary premises at least every two (2) years. Such inspection shall include but not be limited to verification of compliance with rule 61G18-15.002, F.A.C., governing minimum standards for veterinary premises.

(2) Additionally, the Department shall conduct unannounced routine inspections of one percent (1%) of the veterinary premises each year. The selection of premises to be inspected shall be made by the Department on a random basis.
(3) For the purpose of this section "veterinary premise" is defined as all locations where a premise permit is required or where a licensee stores veterinary pharmacutical supplies or veterinary medical equipment, whether said location is fixed or mobile.
Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.214(1)(x), 474.215, 455.243 FS. History–New 5-11-80, Amended 12-5-82, Formerly 21X-15.05, Amended 10-14-86, 3-15-87, 4-8-90, 1-27-92, Formerly 21X-15.005, Amended 10-19-08, 2-19-14.
61G18-15.006 Minimum Standards for House-Call Practices.

Veterinarians practicing on a house-call basis and who practice where the animal is kept must meet the requirements of rule 61G18-15.002 or 61G18-15.0035, F.A.C., except that no premises permit is required.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215(4) FS. Law Implemented 474.215(4) FS. History–New 4-6-81, Formerly 21X-15.06, Amended 5-28-89, Formerly 21X-15.006, Amended 7-4-95.

61G18-15.007 Minimum Standards for Limited-Service Veterinary Medical Practices.

(1) The term “limited-service veterinary medical practice” shall mean a privately or publicly supported vaccination clinic where a veterinarian performs for a limited time vaccinations and/or immunizations against disease on multiple animals, and where the veterinarian may also perform microchipping and preventative procedures for parasitic control, and shall not mean a premise otherwise permitted by the Board.
(2) The Limited-Service permittee shall register each clinic with the Board of Veterinary Medicine by name, address, date of clinic, time and duration, at least 28 days prior to offering a limited-service clinic. A copy of the limited-service permit shall be clearly visible at each limited service clinic held during its hours of operation and posted at the main office where the records are stored.

(3) A veterinarian must remain on site throughout the duration of a limited-service clinic and must maintain autonomy for all medical decisions made. A physical examination and history must be taken for each patient receiving veterinary medical care at a limited-service clinic. Recommendations and preventive medicine protocols must be developed from current accepted veterinary medical practice. The veterinarian is responsible for proper immunization and parasitic procedures and the completeness of recommendations made to the public by the paraprofessional staff that the veterinarian supervises or employs. The veterinarian is responsible for consultation and referral of clients when disease is detected or suspected.

(4) All locations where limited-service veterinary medicine is practiced must have or comply with the following:

(a) Legible sign to identify permit holder and a legible sign to identify the veterinarian(s) on site by name and license number.
(b) A clean safe location which allows for the safety of animals and their owners and which is conducive to the handling of animals and consultations with the public. The location shall utilize a method of visibly segregating the vaccination and examination area to deter public access.

(c) Meet local sanitation requirements.

(d) A copy of the Limited Service clinic premise permit displayed.

(e) Shall provide a legible list of the name, address and hours of operation of all facilities that provide or advertise emergency services and when applicable the location of other clinics provided by the same entity on that day, that are located within a 30-minute or 30-mile radius.

(f) Lined waste receptacle.

(g) A sink with fresh, clean running water, disposable towels, and soap for cleaning and first aid must be provided within ten (10) feet of the examination area. Sinks located in restrooms may not be used to satisfy this requirement.

(h) Safe, clean examination work area constructed of a smooth impervious material.

(i) Storage of supplies and equipment to preclude public access.

(j) Separate area for clerical work.

(k) Proper handling of vaccinations, biologics, pharmaceuticals and supplies: Facilities must be provided for proper storage, safekeeping and preparation of pharmaceuticals in accordance with federal, state, and local laws. If controlled substances are on the premises, they must be kept in a locking, secure cabinet for storage and an accurate controlled substance log must be maintained. All pharmaceuticals and biologics shall be maintained at the temperature recommended by the manufacturer in a refrigeration device that is powered by a stable energy source and is capable of maintaining a constant temperature. A thermometer shall be included where the pharmaceuticals are being stored.

(l) Equipment must be of the type and quality to provide for the delivery of immunization and parasiticides in the best interest of the patient and with safety to the public.

(m) Each limited-service clinic must have the capacity to render emergency care for hypersensitivity reaction, anaphylaxis, and immediate emergency care of injury to the animals in attendance at the clinic.

(n) Sanitation equipment and solutions.

(o) Proper bio-medical waste handling equipment, registration and procedures.

(5) With regard to operation of limited-service veterinary medical practice, the term “limited time,” shall mean no more often than once every two (2) weeks and no more than four (4) hours in any one day for any single location where a vaccination clinic is held unless the following additional conditions are met in which case the available hours shall be expanded from four (4) to eight (8) per day up to two (2) days per week:

(a) The limited service clinic is held inside a climate controlled building which meet all local building and life safety ordinances;

(b) The limited service clinic provider has not had their license either suspended or revoked in this or any other state;

(c) The limited service clinic provider possesses professional liability coverage in the amount of $1,000,000 for each occurrence and $2,000,000 in the aggregate as well as an umbrella policy of $3,000,000 for each occurrence and $3,000,000 in the aggregate.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.215 FS. History–New 3-16-95, Amended 7-7-96, 4-4-13, 10-1-19.
61G18-15.0071 Limited Service Patient Records.

(1) A legible individual record must be maintained for every patient of the clinic, and must include specific information needed for proper identification of the animal and its owner. The immunization or parasitic procedure shall be indicated on the record. A statement of recommendations for future immunizations and procedures should be clearly legible on the record. Records shall be maintained for not less than three (3) years after the date of last entry.

(2) The medical record must reflect any preventative or corrective parasiticide including any medication administered, and the date, type dose, route and frequency of administration, or any medication prescribed.

(3) Patient records must be available to a client or a client’s veterinarian. The client or the client’s veterinarian must be able to receive the immunization or parasiticide treatment record within twenty-four (24) hours after a request is received unless the request is received within seven (7) days of the clinic in which situation, the records shall be provided within forty-eight (48) hours.

(4) The type of tests performed and the manner in which the results will be obtained and a complete listing of procedures provided at the clinic should be given to the client. A copy of the record must be kept under the control of the limited service premise permit holder.
(5) Providers of limited service clinics with hours of operation in excess of four (4) hours in one day must make all information required in this section available in electronic format within 24 hours of treatment.
Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.215 FS. History–New 3-20-95, Amended 4-4-13.
61G18-15.0072 Limited Service Written Statement.

(1) Each client prior to the provision of veterinary medical services must be informed as to the limits of the physical exam provided for the patient and shall receive a written statement that at a minimum contains:

(a) The following notice: YOUR PET HAS BEEN EXAMINED TO DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATENESS OF IMMUNIZATIONS SELECTED. THIS IS NOT A FULL AND COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAMINATION.

(b) The telephone number where emergency veterinary care can be obtained.

(c) The name and address of where a client can secure a copy of the patient’s records.

(d) The limited service permittee shall provide a phone number for consultation or referral for follow up care and treatment in case of adverse reaction or failure of the regimen of therapy.

(e) The name and telephone number of the veterinarian(s) who provided the medical services at the clinic.

(2) The permit holder and the veterinarian are jointly responsible for providing this statement.

(3) Providers of limited service clinics with hours of operation in excess of four (4) hours in one day must have the following information conspicuously posted on, or adjacent to, the entrance of the building where the clinic was held for forty eight (48) hours after the conclusion of the clinic:

(a) The telephone number where emergency veterinary care can be obtained;

(b) The name and address of where a client can secure a copy of the patient’s records;

(c) A phone number for consultation or referral for follow up care and treatment in case of adverse reaction or failure of the regimen of therapy.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.215 FS. History–New 3-20-95, Amended 12-30-97, 4-4-13.
61G18-15.0073 Inspections.

The Department of Business and Professional Regulation shall on a random basis inspect the veterinary activity within a limited service veterinary practice at any time when the activity is being conducted.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206, 474.215 FS. Law Implemented 474.214(1)(x), 474.215 FS. History–New 3-20-95.

61G18-15.008 Emergency Rabies Clinic.

(1) An Emergency Rabies Clinic is a type of limited service veterinary medical practice as provided for in section 474.215(7), F.S.

(2) An Emergency Rabies Clinic may be established under this rule only after the State Health Officer, in consultation with the State Veterinarian, has declared that an emergency rabies situation exists in a particular area of the State.

(3) An Emergency Rabies Clinic may not be used as a fundraising event, shall only charge for the actual cost of a rabies vaccination, and shall not offer any other type of immunization or service.

(4) An Emergency Rabies Clinic that complies with the provisions of this rule shall not be subject to the time limitations contained in subsections 61G18-15.007(1) and (2), F.A.C.; the requirements of physical examinations and histories contained in subsection 61G18-15.007(3), F.A.C.; the requirements contained in paragraphs 61G18-15.007(4)(a), (d), and (e), F.A.C.; nor the fee provided by rule 61G18-12.018, F.A.C.

(5) An Emergency Rabies Clinic must register with the Board of Veterinary Medicine prior to commencing its operation, and provide the date(s) of the clinic, the address, and the name(s) of the veterinarian(s) responsible for the vaccinations.

Rulemaking Authority 474.206 FS. Law Implemented 474.215(7) FS. History–New 5-26-98.
