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61G10-18.001 Continuing Education Credit Requirements.

Every person licensed pursuant to Chapter 481, Part II, F.S., must obtain at least sixteen (16) continuing education credits per biennium. There shall be no carryover of hours permitted from one licensure renewal biennium to the next.

(1) Upon renewal the licensee shall take the following continuing education courses per biennium:

(a) A minimum of two (2) of the sixteen (16) required credits must be obtained by completing an approved provider’s advanced or specialized course on the Uniform Building Code; and

(b) A minimum of two (2) of the required sixteen (16) credits must be obtained by completing a course on Florida’s laws and rules affecting the practice of landscape architecture according to Chapter 481, F.S.; and

(c) A minimum of twelve (12) of the sixteen (16) required hours of continuing education credits must be obtained from any of the following:

1. The completion of courses in landscape architecture subjects at universities and colleges shall be accredited by an accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Office or Department of Education, including accredited junior and community college programs. Each transcript documented semester university or college hour credit is the equivalent of two continuing education credits. A “course in a landscape architecture subject” is a course that is defined in subsection 61G10-18.006(5), F.A.C.;

a. Any continuing education credit from an academic institution must be submitted to the Department ninety (90) days prior to the licensees’ renewal on November 30th of odd-numbered years.

b. A certified copy of the transcript from the registrar of the academic institution shall be evidence of the continuing education credit for the academic institution.

2. The completion of courses approved by the Board and offered by continuing education providers approved by the Board for the provision of continuing education credit hours. The number of hours of credit shall be consistent with Rule 61G10-18.003, F.A.C.; and

3. Additional hours over the minimum required for Florida building code and Florida Laws and Rules would apply to the remaining twelve (12) hour requirement.

4. Continuing education course credit will be calculated as one credit per fifty minutes of course attendance.

(2) A first time Florida license, licensed 12 to 24 months prior to the end of a biennial period, shall complete the following eight (8) hours of continuing education as a condition of renewal.

(a) A minimum of two (2) of the required eight (8) credits must be obtained by completing a course on Florida’s laws and rules affecting the practice of landscape architecture according to Chapter 481, F.S., or by complying with subsection (5).

(b) Hours spent taking the core curriculum Building Code Training Program shall count toward hours of continuing education for license renewal.

(c) The remaining hours of continuing education credits must be obtained from the following:

1. The completion of courses in landscape architecture subjects at universities and colleges shall be accredited by an accrediting agency that is recognized by the United States Office or Department of Education, including accredited junior and community college programs. Each transcript documented semester university or college hour credit is the equivalent of two continuing education credits. A “course in a landscape architecture subject” is a course that is defined in subsection 61G10-18.006(5), F.A.C.;

a. Any continuing education credit from an academic institution must be submitted to the Department ninety (90) days prior to the licensees’ renewal on November 30th of odd-numbered years.

b. A certified copy of the transcript from the registrar of the academic institution shall be evidence of the continuing education credit for the academic institution.

2. The completion of courses approved by the Board and offered by continuing education providers approved by the Board for the provision of continuing education credit hours. The number of hours of credit shall be consistent with Rule 61G10-18.003, F.A.C.

3. Continuing education course credit will be calculated as one credit per fifty minutes of course attendance.

(3) A person initially licensed for less than twelve (12) months prior to the end of a biennial period need not complete any continuing education as a condition of renewal.

(4) Continuing Education Courses in Laws and Rules. Two continuing education credits in laws and rules of the Board may be obtained each calendar year by attending one board meeting or four hours of a board meeting conducted by the Board of Landscape Architects and complying with the following:

(a) The licensee must sign in with staff of the Board before the meeting day begins.

(b) The licensee must remain in continuous attendance.

(c) The licensee must sign out with staff of the Board at the end of the meeting day or at such earlier time as affirmatively authorized by the Board. A licensee may receive continuing education credit in laws and rules for attending the Board meeting only if he or she is attending on that date solely for that purpose; he or she may not receive such credit if appearing at the Board meeting for another purpose.

(d) Board members shall receive 4 hours of laws and rules continuing education credit per biennium for participation at two or more Board meeting(s).

(5) Instructors, teachers, lecturers, panelists and discussion leaders for continuing education courses shall be credited for continuing educational purposes at twice the credit granted participants for the first presentation of a specific course or program, the same as the credit granted a participant for the second presentation and none thereafter.

(6) Licensees who participate in the development of Florida exam questions may be awarded up to six (6) hours of continuing education credit, comprised of two (2) hours of laws and rules and 4 hours optional, upon request to the Board.

(7) The board may, upon request of a licensee suffering a hardship, temporarily waive the continuing education requirement for one year. The licensee must make the request, in writing to the Board of Landscape Architecture, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0751, or by way of http://myflorida.com/dbpr/, detailing the hardship at least 60 days prior to the renewal.
Rulemaking Authority 455.2124, 481.306, 481.313 FS. Law Implemented 481.313 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Amended 7-3-03, 3-1-05, 11-12-07, 9-6-09, 12-28-09, 11-29-10, 11-25-19.
61G10-18.002 Board Approval of Continuing Education Providers.

(1) To demonstrate the education and/or experience necessary to instruct landscape architects in the conduct of their practice for continuing education credit, an applicant for continuing education provider status must be either a vendor of equipment material or software used in the practice of landscape architecture, an accredited educational institution, a commercial educator, a governmental agency, a state or national professional association whose primary purpose is to promote the knowledge skills and abilities associated with the practice of landscape architecture, or a landscape architect with a Florida license to practice landscape architecture who is not under disciplinary restrictions pursuant to any order of the Board. In addition, the applicant must demonstrate particular education, experience or skill which sets the applicant apart from the landscape architects who the applicant proposes to instruct.

(2) To allow the Board to evaluate an application for continuing education provider status, the applicant must submit the following on Form DBPR LA BET 1, “Provider Approval Application,” incorporated by reference in DBPR Rule 61-35.017, F.A.C., a copy of which can be obtained from the Board office:

(a) The name, address and telephone number and if available email address and fax number of the prospective provider;

(b) Type of organization applying: Accredited University, College or Community College, Vocational/Technical School, Private School, Professional Organization, Association or Independent Entity;

(c) A sample copy certificate of completion which the provider shall supply to all licensees who successfully complete courses given by the provider. The certificate of completion shall indicate on its face area, the provider name, the provider number, course title, course number, licensee name, licensee license number, date course was completed, total number of hours successfully completed in each subject covered during the continuing education course; and

(d) A non refundable application fee of $250.

(e) A summary of qualifications to demonstrate compliance with subsection 61G10-18.002(1), F.A.C., including:

1. Whether applicant is an individual seeking provider status, a business entity seeking provider status, a professional organization seeking provider status, a governmental entity seeking provider status or an educational facility seeking provider status.

2. The scope of applicant's business.

3. The length of time the applicant has been in the business of offering continuing education courses.

4. The geographical size of business or professional organization e.g., an international company or organization, a national company or organization, a regional company or organization, or a local company or organization.

5. Whether the applicant is directly or indirectly affiliated with the profession of Landscape Architecture. (i.e., An irrigation firm is directly affiliated; an insurance company is indirectly affiliated.)

6. Whether the applicant provides continuing education services to any other Boards, or to other professions.

7. If applicant is providing a course by distanced learning: please outline the means by which the course promotes student involvement, and demonstrates that the course measures learning and addresses comprehension of content at regular intervals.

8. If applicant is not a business, but an individual, please attach a curriculum vitae or resume listing applicant’s education and work experience.

A list of the above rquested information is available for your convenience from the Board Office or may be printed from the Board Web Site at MyFloridaLicense.com.

(3) Upon approval, each continuing education provider shall be issued a provider number. That provider number shall be used in all advertising, course materials, promotional materials and on the required certificate.
(4) The American Society of Landscape Architects, the Florida Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Florida Department of Transportation, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, and state universities, colleges, and community colleges in Florida will be considered approved providers. The provider as well as all courses must be assigned provider and course numbers for attendees to be eligible to receive credit. Providers must meet all reporting requirements set forth in Section 455.2178, F.S., and courses must meet criteria set forth in subsection 61G10-18.006(5), F.A.C. Providers must submit Form DBPR LA BET 1, “Provider Approval Application,” incorporated by reference in DBPR Rule 61-35.017, F.A.C., to be assigned a provider number and Form DBPR LA BET 2, “Course Approval Application,” incorporated by reference in DBPR Rule 61-35.017, F.A.C., to be assigned a course number and to receive course approval. Supporting documentation is not required; however, all other requirements must be met. Advanced instruction in the Florida Building Code curriculum must be established or accreditated by the Florida Building Commission.
(5) In addition, a licensee shall receive continuing education credit for any course approved by the Landscape Architect Continuing Education System (LACES) or another nationally recognized claringhouse for continuing education Provided the course relates to and will increase a licensee’s basic knowledge of landscape architecture, as determined by the Board.

(a) The licensee must submit the following items to the Board to receive credit for LACES courese.

1. Course completion certificate showing the following information: 

a. The licensee’s name

b. The licensee’s Florida Registered Landscape Architect License number

c. That the course is LACES approved

d. The total hours of credit received for the course

2. Summary of the course content or subject matter for determination that the course relates to and will increase a licensee’s basic knowledge of landscape architecture.

(b) All documentation must be received at least 60 days prior to the end of the renewal cycle.
Rulemaking Authority 455.2124, 455.2179, 481.306, 481.313 FS. Law Implemented 455.2179, 481.313, 553.841 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Amended 6-6-02, 4-13-03, 7-6-05, 12-21-09, 6-16-14, 1-27-15, 10-28-20.
61G10-18.003 Obligations of Continuing Education Providers.

To maintain status as a continuing education provider, the provider must:

(1) Require each course attendee to remain for the entire course in order to receive a certificate of completion for the course.

(2) Comply with the requirements set forth in Section 455.2178, F.S.

(3) Not permit a landscape architect or other qualified instructor to instruct a continuing education course for credit while under a disciplinary order from any professional regulatory board in any jurisdiction.

(4) Upon receipt of notice that an instructor is under discipline, the provider shall, within fifteen (15) days, confirm to the Board, in writing, that the instructor is no longer conducting any course offered by the provider. For the purpose of this subsection, a letter of guidance or a reprimand shall not constitute “under discipline.”

(5) Not advertise or offer for credit any course which does not have a current course approval number assigned by the board. Should any course approval number or the provider number be revoked, or otherwise inactive, all planned offerings of the course or provider, shall be cancelled and all tuition refunded.

(6) Not permit an instructor to teach a course until and unless that instructor’s credentials have been reviewed by the Board and approved to teach the specific course.

(7) Ensure that all promotional material for courses offered to professional landscape architects for credit contain the provider number assigned to the provider and the course approval number.

(8) Allow only one hour of continuing education credit for each fifty minutes of in-person instruction time. Allow one hour for each monitored and verified 50 minutes of instruction via the internet to the licensee.

(9) Notify the Board within two (2) weeks of any change in the address, contact name or telephone number of the provider.

(10) Allow the Department of Business and Professional Regulation access to information concerning courses conducted by the provider for continuing education credit.

(11) Provide courses designed to enhance the education of landscape architects in the practice of landscape architecture that complies with Chapter 481, F.S. and Rule 61G10-18.006, F.A.C., unless exempt in accordance with subsection 61G10-18.002(4), F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 455.219, 481.306, 481.313 FS. Law Implemented 481.313 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Amended 12-21-09, 1-27-15.
61G10-18.004 Evaluations of Providers.

Rulemaking Authority 481.306, 481.313 FS. Law Implemented 481.313 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Repealed 2-4-21.

61G10-18.005 Duration of Provider Status.

(1) Continuing education providers are approved only for the period during which they apply or for which they have been renewed by the Board. Continuing education providers expire on May 31st of every other odd-numbered year, beginning May 31, 2019.

(2) If the Board denies the initial application, the Board will issue a Notice of Intent to Deny.

Rulemaking Authority 455.2179, 481.306, 481.313 FS. Law Implemented 455.2179, 481.313 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Amended 9-18-19.

61G10-18.006 Approval of Continuing Education Courses.

(1) Application for approval of each continuing education course offered by an approved provider shall be made on the Course Approval Application, Form DBPR LA 2, incorporated by reference in DBPR Rule 61-35.017, F.A.C., a copy of which can be obtained from the Board Office.

(2) Continuing education courses shall expire two years from the date of approval. Continuing education providers shall reapply for approval of any course that has expired by complying with Rule 61G10-18.006, F.A.C., unless exempt by Rule 61G10-18.002, F.A.C.
(3) The application shall be submitted no later than 60 days prior to the next scheduled Board meeting at which the application is to be considered for approval. It shall include:

(a) A description of the subject or subjects to be covered;

(b) An outline of the course which includes the subjects, topics, and subtopics to be presented;

(c) A current bibliography;

(d) The names of each proposed instructor and alternate instructor with the education, experience, publication lists and other information relative to his or her qualifications to teach the particular course; and 

(e) The total hours of instruction which will be given. 

(f) If the course is to be delivered by distanced learning: the means by which the course will demonstrate student involvement, and addresses comprehension of content at regular intervals.

(4) Complete applications shall be reviewed and approved by the Board. Incomplete applications shall be returned to the provider with instructions to complete.

(5) Each course must be identified as falling within Rule 61G10-15.001, F.A.C., by addressing one or more of the following categories:

(a) Consultation, investigation, research, planning, general business, design, preparation of drawings, specifications, contract documents and reports, responsible construction supervision, or landscape management in connection with the planning and development of land and incidental water areas where the dominant purpose of the program is the preservation, conservation, enhancement, or determination of proper land uses, natural land features, ground cover and planting, or naturalistic and aesthetic values;

(b) The determination of settings, grounds and approaches for building and structures or other improvements;

(c) The setting of grades, the shaping and contouring of land and water forms, determination of drainage, and provision for storm drainage and irrigation systems;

(d) The design of such tangible objects and features as are necessary to the purpose defined in Rule 61G10-15.002, F.A.C.; and

(e) Professional practice management.

(f) Laws and rules related to the practice of Landscape Architecture.

(6) A course which constitutes a sales presentation or promotion will be denied.

(7) Approval of an instructor shall be limited by the Board to courses he/she is qualified to teach by education or experience. 

(8) Notice of any change in the title of a course shall be provided to the Board office thirty (30) days prior to implementation of the change. 

(9) Any change in the qualifications of the course instructor or an increase in the number of continuing education credits to be awarded for the course must be submitted on the form identified in subsection one (1) of this rule in time to permit review and approval or disapproval of the changed course by the Board prior to implementation of the proposed change.

(10) Any portion of a course approved by the Board during the biennium in progress may be shortened by the elimination of certain content, and offered for credit equal to the time spent in the shortened presentation during the biennium with Board Approval. The provider must comply with Rule 61G10-18.006, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 455.2179, 481.306, 481.325(2) FS. Law Implemented 455.2179 FS. History–New 9-19-01, Amended 6-6-02, 5-8-07, 12-21-09, 1-27-15.
61G10-18.007 Revocation of Provider Approval.

At any time, the Board shall request the Department to revoke its approval of a continuing education provider if it finds that such approval is sought or was received by fraud or misrepresentation by the provider, the provider has failed to adhere to the standards and other requirements as set forth in this rule, or that the provider has engaged in fraudulent behavior relating to the provision of continuing education. Before requesting that the Department revoke a provider’s approval, the Board shall give the provider notice and an opportunity to be heard. If the approval of a provider is revoked, the continuing education provider shall thereafter be barred from presenting any continuing education courses to licensees or registrants for credit unless the provider demonstrates to the Board that the provider has been sufficiently rehabilitated to be trusted to provide such courses to licensees or registrants in the future. Revocation of a continuing education provider’s approval shall also operate as a revocation of all previously approved continuing education courses for all future offerings by the provider.

Rulemaking Authority 455.2179 FS. Law Implemented 455.2179 FS. History–New 9-19-01.

