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5I-5.001 Purpose.

The purpose of this rule chapter is to implement Section 589.277, F.S., which establishes the Plant A Tree Trust Fund and encourages and supports urban and community tree planting, and rural tree planting through the acquisition of funds and their distribution through matching grants to local governments, nonprofit organizations, and qualifying private landowners.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93.

5I-5.002 Definitions.

For the purpose of these rules:

(1) “Applicant” means a Local Government, Nonprofit Organization, or Private Landowner making application to the Plant A Tree Trust Fund for cost-share assistance for tree planting.

(2) “Board” or “Board of Trustees” means the six-member committee whose role is to provide guidance to the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services on Plant A Tree Trust fund activities. The Board of Trustees shall consist of five members appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture; one arborist or private consulting forester, one private landowner, one representative of a nonprofit organization, one representative of forest industry and one representative of an incorporated town, city or village. The Director of the Division of Forestry shall serve as the Chairman and sixth member of the Board. Board members shall be appointed for three-year staggered terms, and may be reappointed for an unlimited number of terms. Appointed board members shall serve on a voluntary basis and shall receive no monetary compensation for their services.

(3) “Chairman” means the Director of the Florida Division of Forestry serving as the head of the Board of Trustees.

(4) “District/Center” means the administrative field unit of the Division of Forestry.

(5) “District/Center Manager” means the chief administrative employee of the District as defined in subsection (4) above.

(6) “Fiscal Year” means the program year for the Plant A Tree Trust Fund, which is the period of time extending from July 1 to June 30.

(7) “Grant Application” means the official Plant A Tree Trust Fund Application and supporting documentation.

(8) “Grant Review Team” means the five-person advisory committee whose role is to review grant applications for rural and urban tree planting and recommend grant awards and funding levels to the Board of Trustees. The Grant Review Team will be appointed by the Chairman at the beginning of each fiscal year for terms of one year and will consist of individuals with expertise in rural and urban forestry. Appointed Grant Review Team members shall receive no monetary compensation from the Plant A Tree Trust Fund for their services, however, the Division of Forestry may reimburse those individuals for their travel expenses at the official state rate.

(9) “Local Government” means a county government or a municipality (an incorporated city, town, or village).

(10) “Nonprofit Organization” means an organization which has filed an application with the Secretary of State for nonprofit corporate status pursuant to Chapter 617, F.S., and has been issued a federal employer identification number by the Internal Revenue Service.

(11) “Plant A Tree Trust Fund” means the trust fund established by Section 589.277, F.S., and administered by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry.

(12) “Private Landowner” means private individuals, groups, Indian tribes and other native groups, associations, corporations, or other legal entities owning or controlling a contiguous parcel of at least ten acres of land and no more than one thousand acres of land in any county of the State.

(13) “Trust Administrator” means the Division of Forestry staff member assigned by the Chairman to coordinate administrative support for The Plant A Tree Trust Fund and the Board.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 570.0705, 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.003 Use of Plant A Tree Trust Fund Monies.

(1) The Board shall determine the amount of funds to be distributed through grants, the financial range of grant awards, and the distribution of funds into the urban and rural grant categories.

(2) During any fiscal year, the Board may designate the use of up to ten percent (10%) of the July 1st balance in the Plant A Tree Trust Fund for fund-raising and advertisement.

(3) Except as provided for in subsection (2) above, all Plant A Tree Trust Fund Monies are to be expended as 50:50 matching grant awards for tree planting, including those reasonable costs for planting materials, irrigation equipment and site preparation established by the Division of Forestry.

(4) Contributors to the Plant A Tree Trust Fund may designate the county or counties where their funds will be used and whether they will be used for urban or rural tree planting.

(5) All trees and/or seedlings planted as a part of the Plant A Tree Trust Fund program must be of a species native to the State of Florida and must meet the Florida Division of Plant Industry’s requirements for a Florida Grade Number 1 or better specimen.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-3-94, 4-17-95.

5I-5.004 Grant Application Process.

When funds in excess of $25,000 are available in the Plant A Tree Trust Fund on September 30 of any year, the Department shall advertise for Proposals in the Florida Administrative Register and major newspapers throughout the state during the first quarter of the following calendar year. The grant application process shall be coordinated by the Trust Administrator. Eligible grant applications shall be reviewed by the Grant Review Team according to the predetermined scoring criteria set forth in Rule 5I-5.007, F.A.C. The Grant Review Team will recommend grant awards and funding levels to the Board. The specific procedure to be followed is:

(1) Florida’s Plant A Tree Trust Fund Grant Application form (SN 4243), effective 3-8-93, incorporated into this rule by reference, may be obtained by writing to: Plant A Tree Trust Fund, Forest Management Bureau, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1650.

(2) Prior to the advertised closing date, applicants shall deliver grant applications on official Plant A Tree Trust Fund Grant Application, Form DACS-11243 (1/95) to:

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

Purchasing Office – Plant A Tree Trust Fund

Mayo Building, Room SB-8

Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650

Telephone: (850)488-7552

(3) Grant applications shall be complete and the information typed or written so that it is legible and easily understood.

(4) Applicants may submit an unlimited number of grant applications, for any number of project sites.

(5) Forms. Plant A Tree Trust Fund Grant Application, form DACS-11243 (1/95), is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies may be obtained from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Room 266, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1650.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.005 Reviewing and Processing of Grants.

(1) After the advertised closing date, the Trust Administrator will distribute eligible grant applications to the Grant Review Team. Applications will be prioritized according to the guidelines outlined in Rule 5I-5.007, F.A.C. The Grant Review Team will provide the Board with a list of recommended grant applications.

(2) By June 30, the Board will recommend to the Commissioner of Agriculture the award recipients for the next fiscal year.

(3) The Trust Administrator will contact the successful applicants to arrange for execution of the agreements.

(4) Unless an extension of time is given, projects must be completed within twelve months of the date of award.

(5) The maximum grant award to a single applicant during any fiscal year shall be $10,000.00.

(6) All grant awards shall be paid upon satisfactory completion of the project. Total payments shall not exceed the lesser of fifty percent of the approved project costs or the grant award. A sixty-day grow-in period is required prior to final acceptance of the project.

(7) The Trust Administrator shall maintain a file of all applications received.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.006 Maintenance of Grant Award Projects.

(1) All grant applications must include provisions for the care and maintenance of the trees or seedlings planted under the project for a minimum of two years.

(2) Costs for the care and maintenance of trees or seedlings planted as a part of a Plant A Tree Trust Fund project are the responsibility of the applicant.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.007 Prioritization of Grant Applications.

(1) Applications for urban tree planting shall be evaluated based upon the following criteria:

(a) Suitability of the species for the site.

(b) Use of appropriate native trees.

(c) Irrigation requirements for urban plantings.

(d) Number and size of trees to be planted.

(e) Evidence of local government and community support.

(f) Use of a landscape plan.

(g) Use of imaginative design concepts.

(h) Provision for minimal impacts on traffic safety during maintenance operations.

(i) Contribution to local or regional environmental or beautification plans.

(j) Cost effectiveness.

(k) Demonstration of supplemental sources of funding.

(l) Educational benefit of the project.

(m) Care and maintenance plan.

(2) Applications for rural tree planting shall be evaluated based upon the following criteria:

(a) Contribution to an existing forest management plan.

(b) Number and size of trees.

(c) Cost effectiveness.

(d) Provisions for wildlife habitat improvements.

(e) Environmental enhancement.

(f) Care and maintenance plan.

(g) Number of acres to be planted.

(3) The Grant Review Team will provide the Board with a prioritized list of grant application recommendations.

(4) The Grant Review Team may recommend partial funding of grant applications.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.008 Award of Grants.

The Board shall provide the Commissioner of Agriculture with a ranked list of projects and recommended funding levels by June 30 of each fiscal year.

(1) Successful applicants shall be notified within 30 days following the posting of recommended grant award recipients.

(2) Funding of grants is contingent upon the adequate endowment of the Plant A Tree Trust Fund and as determined by the Board in Rule 5I-5.003, F.A.C.

(3) Successful applicants will be required to sign a Plant A Tree Trust Fund Grant Memorandum of Agreement, form DACS-11244 (1/95), prior to project implementation.

(4) All costs incurred by applicants prior to execution of a grant memorandum of agreement and written authorization from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services are ineligible for reimbursement.

(5) Forms. Plant A Tree Trust Fund Grant Memorandum of Agreement, form DACS-11244 (1/95), is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies may be obtained from the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Room 266, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 8-19-93, 4-17-95.

5I-5.009 Execution of Agreements and Documents.

(1) It is the responsibility of the applicant to sign and return the Grant Memorandum of Agreement within 60 days.

(2) The Grant Memorandum of Agreement shall stipulate:

(a) What is to be accomplished with the grant funds.

(b) The payment terms for the grant.

(c) Any penalties in the event of noncompliance by the grant recipient.

(d) The methods to be used to determine compliance with the terms of the grant and the agreement.

(e) Requirements for care and maintenance, including the replacement of dead, diseased or damaged trees or seedlings.

(3) If all necessary agreements cannot be executed within 90 days of the grant award, the Trust Administrator will notify the Chairman, who may then authorize a grant award to the next highest ranked applicant.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.

5I-5.010 Review of Projects in Progress and Upon Completion.

The District/Center Manager shall verify that the terms and conditions of the agreements executed under Rule 5I-5.009, F.A.C. are complied with, and:

(1) Prior to final project acceptance, a sixty-day grow-in period is required on all planted trees and seedings.

(2) Upon notification of project completion and submittal of all receipts, invoices and required documentation, the Trust Administrator will arrange for a final inspection of the planting site and payment of the grant award.

(3) The District/Center Manager, or his representative, shall review and approve projects prior to final acceptance.

(4) The Board reserves the right to inspect and/or review the projects prior to final acceptance.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 589.277(3) FS. Law Implemented 589.277 FS. History–New 3-8-93, Amended 4-17-95.
