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5H-25.001 Application.
Upon the adoption of the proposed rule, Form DACS-06114. (form effective date: January 3, 2006) entitled, Agriculture Education and Promotion Facility Request for Funding, shall be required by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services as procedure according to Section 120.55(1)(a)4., F.S. The application is incorporated by reference and may be obtained by contacting the Construction Project Consultant II, Division of Administration, Bureau of General Services, 407 S. Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0800, Phone: (850)617-7089, or Email: Ageducationfacility@freshfromflorida.com.

Rulemaking Authority 288.1175(2) FS. Law Implemented 288.1175 FS. History–New 2-2-06.

5H-25.002 Certification of an Agriculture Education and Promotion Facility Sections 120.536(1) and 120.54, F.S.

The Department will apply the following criteria:

(1) Applications for funding must be received by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services by close of business on October 1 of each year in order to be eligible to be certified, evaluated and ranked for submission to the Legislature. All required information must be sent by certified or registered mail, or any other delivery service which will require a signature, and received by the deadline. 

(2) An eligible unit of local government must have the authority to issue General Obligation or Revenue Bonds, which includes power to levy special assessments bonds (as defined in Section 218.369, F.S.). A fair association must meet the definition as in Section 616.001(9), F.S. 

(3) Applicants must demonstrate that the agriculture education and promotion facility shall serve more than 25,000 visitors annually.

(4) Applicant shall submit a certified copy of the resolution of support and evidence of a public hearing that the proposed facility serves a public purpose.

(5) Documentation must be provided to verify the required 40% matching amount by copy of a resolution, budget item, permit waiver(s), in-kind services or cash donation(s). If the applicant is using the value of the land, or any improvements to the land as part or all of the matching requirement, this must be documented by providing a copy of a certified appraisal, tax assessors report or copies of paid invoices for land improvements. 

(6) In order to be evaluated and ranked, an application must be certified as an Agriculture Education and Promotion Facility.

Rulemaking Authority 288.1175(4) FS. Law Implemented 288.1175 FS. History–New 2-2-06.

5H-25.003 Evaluation and Ranking.

The following criteria shall be used to competitively rank the certified project applications with priority given in descending order using only as many of the criteria as necessary to produce the ranked list:

(1) Construction of a new facility will be ranked higher than renovations to an existing facility.

(2) Matching percentage shall be calculated by dividing the local contribution by the requested amount, times 100.

(3) Applicants must submit documentation that certifies that the project facility is located in a brownfield site as defined in Section 376.79(3), F.S., a rural enterprise zone as defined in Section 290.004(6), F.S., an agriculturally depressed area as defined in Section 570.242(1), F.S., a redevelopment area established pursuant to Section 373.461(5)(g), F.S., or a county that has lost its agricultural land to environmental restoration projects.

(4) Total available exhibition or civic center space means only that space which is available for public rental.

(5) The longest history of promoting agriculture will be based on archival documentation. Archival documentation includes, but is not limited to: Advertisements, Brochures, Awards, etc. For fair associations, the longest history of promoting agriculture will be based upon the date of initial fair charter issuance. 

(6) Paid attendance is the projected number of event tickets sold.

(7) In evaluating the distance from the nearest Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences facility, applicant must submit distance in feet if less than one mile, and in tenths of a mile increments if more than one mile.

(8) In case of ties from applying all above criteria, the tied project proposals shall be listed in alphabetical order.

Rulemaking Authority 288.1175(5) FS. Law Implemented 288.1175 FS. History–New 2-2-06.

5H-25.004 Submission of Proposals.

Upon the completion of the certification, evaluation and ranking, the project proposals shall be submitted to the Executive Office of the Governor, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House for consideration of funding. 

Rulemaking Authority 288.1175(2) FS. Law Implemented 288.1175 FS. History–New 2-2-06. 
