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5C-26.001 Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following words shall have the meaning indicated:

(1) Authorized Representative. A veterinarian, licensed and accredited by the authorities of the state of origin, or a regulatory veterinarian employed by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) or by the state of origin.

(2) Brucellosis. An infectious disease of animals and humans caused by bacteria of the genus Brucella. The disease is characterized by abortion and impaired fertility in its principal animal hosts.

(3) Cervid(ae). Any member of the cervidae family which includes deer, elk, moose, or their hybrids or related species. Cervidae mentioned in this rule are privately or publicly maintained or held for economic or other purposes within a perimeter fence or confined space.

(4) Cervidae Herd Health Plan. The Cervidae Herd Health Plan is a written herd management agreement between the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) and the herd owner. 

(5) Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan. The Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan is a written herd management agreement between FDACS and the herd owner used when positive, exposed or suspected animals have been found or traced into a Cervidae herd. This will supersede all relevant parts of the Cervidae Herd Health Plan until the herd is found negative or certified free of CWD.

(6) Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). CWD is a progressive neurological, debilitating disease affecting cervidae. CWD belongs to a family of diseases known as Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs) or prion diseases.

(7) FDACS. Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

(8) FWC. Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(9) Import, Imported, Importation. The movement of animals into the State of Florida, from another state, United States territories or possessions or a foreign country.

(10) Intrastate Movements. Cervidae movement within the State of Florida from one county to another or within the same county.

(11) Movement Risk Assessment. Cervids are classified for movement as follows: High Risk cervids are from herds where CWD has been diagnosed or from herds that have been exposed to CWD. Medium Risk cervids are from herds without known exposure in states where CWD has been diagnosed in captive or free-ranging cervids but do not originate in a prescribed physical proximity where CWD has been diagnosed. Low risk cervids are from CWD monitored herds in states or prescribed physical areas where CWD has not been diagnosed but which have a surveillance/prevention program(s).

(12) Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI). A legible certificate made on an official form from the state of origin or from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), issued by an authorized representative, and approved by the chief animal health official of the state of origin.

(13) Trace-forward herd. A herd that has received an animal from a CWD positive herd within sixty (60) months prior to the diagnosis of CWD in the positive herd.

(14) Trace-back herd. A herd in which a CWD positive animal resided in any of the sixty (60) months prior to diagnosis of CWD in the positive herd.

(15) Tuberculosis. The contagious, infectious and communicable disease caused by the bacteria Mycobacterium bovis. (Also referred to as bovine tuberculosis).

(16) USDA. United States Department of Agriculture.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.08, 585.145 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.002 Adoption by Reference 9 CFR 54.7 (2002).

By reference, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 9 CFR 54.7 (2002) is adopted. The family of diseases known as Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs) includes CWD as well as Scrapie. The management of positive or exposed animals is the same for each disease.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.11, 585.145 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.003 General Requirements for Importation.

(1) All cervidae for importation shall originate from a herd which participates in a surveillance/prevention program(s) established by the United States Department of Agriculture or the State Veterinarian or Chief Animal Health Officer, or equivalent, of the State in which the originating herd is located. The originating herd status shall be CWD free for sixty (60) months prior to importation of any animals into Florida.

(2) OCVI Required. All cervidae imported into the state, except cervidae consigned directly to a recognized slaughtering establishment, shall be accompanied by an OCVI. The OCVI shall be attached to the waybill or be in the possession of the driver of the vehicle or person otherwise in charge of the animals. The OCVI shall accompany the animals to their final destinations in Florida. Animals entering the state without an OCVI or otherwise entering the state in violation of the provisions of this chapter shall be stopped by an agent, servant, or employee of the FDACS or by any law enforcement officer of the state of Florida or any subdivision of the state. Any person, firm, or association having charge, custody, or control of animals imported in violation shall remove the animals from the state as directed by the FDACS.

(a) All information required on the OCVI shall be fully completed by the issuing veterinarian and shall include the following:

1. The name, physical address and phone number of the consignor;

2. The name, physical address and phone number of the consignee;

3. The point of origin;

4. The point of destination;

5. The date of examination;

6. The number of animals examined;

7. The individual permanent identification number(s) or other identification approved by the FDACS, for each animal;

8. The sex, age, and breed of each identified animal;

9. Test results and herd or state status on CWD, brucellosis and tuberculosis as specified in Rule 5C-26.005, F.A.C.;

10. A statement by the issuing veterinarian that the animals identified on the OCVI are free of signs of infectious, communicable or neurologic disease; and

11. The phone number of the issuing veterinarian.

(b) A copy of the OCVI, approved by the chief animal health official of the state of origin, shall be forwarded immediately to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Animal Industry, Tallahassee, Florida. 

(c) The OCVI shall be void thirty (30) days after issuance.

(3) All cervidae shall have prior permission from the State Veterinarian or FDACS representative prior to importation. This permission will be recorded by a number or certificate which shall accompany the OCVI during any animal movement.

(4) Consignee shall possess, and provide for inspection, a valid FWC license or permit to possess wildlife, as required by rule or law.

(5) Consignee’s herd shall be registered and comply with the requirements of the FDACS Cervidae Herd Health Plan.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.17 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.004 General Requirements for Intrastate Movement.

(1) Animals being transported totally within the state shall be accompanied by evidence of ownership or authority for possession of the animals to transport. These documents shall disclose:

(a) The name, physical address and phone number of the consignor;

(b) The name, physical address and phone number of the consignee;

(c) The point of origin;

(d) The point of destination; and

(e) The individual permanent identification number(s), or other identification approved by FDACS, for each animal;

(2) All cervidae shall have prior permission from the State Veterinarian or FDACS representative prior to movement. This permission will be recorded by a number or certificate which shall accompany the animals during movement.

(3) Consignee and consignor shall possess, and provide for inspection, a valid FWC license or permit to possess wildlife, as required by rule or law.

(4) Consignee’s and consignor’s herds shall be registered and comply with the requirements of the FDACS Cervidae Herd Health Plan.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.17, 585.145 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.005 Testing Requirements and Exceptions.

(1) Chronic Wasting Disease Test. No test is presently required for importation. To date there is no approved live animal test to detect CWD in cervidae. A positive diagnosis is based on postmortem brain testing at a laboratory certified by USDA for CWD testing. When an approved live animal test is available, a negative test will be required for importation.

(2) Tuberculosis Test.

(a) Cervidae from an Accredited Tuberculosis-Free Herd as defined in the United States Department of Agriculture, Uniform Methods and Rules, Bovine Tuberculosis Eradication, Effective January 22, 1999. No test is required for cervidae which originate from an Accredited Tuberculosis-Free Herd program that is accepted by FDACS. The statement of herd status shall be recorded on the OCVI accompanying the cervidae.

(b) Cervidae not known to be affected with or exposed to tuberculosis may be imported if they:

1. Are under one (1) month of age, or

2. Originate from a herd which has been classified negative to an official tuberculosis test of all eligible animals conducted within the past twelve (12) months, and the animals to be imported have been classified negative to an official tuberculosis test, conducted within ninety (90) days prior to importation, or

3. Have been classified negative to two (2) official tuberculosis tests conducted not less than ninety (90) days apart; the second test was conducted within ninety (90) days prior to importation; and the animals were isolated from all other members of the herd during the testing period.

(c) The tuberculosis test results must be recorded on the OCVI accompanying the cervidae.

(3) Brucellosis Test.

(a) Cervidae from an Accredited Brucellosis-Free Herd as defined in the United States Department of Agriculture, Uniform Methods and Rules, Brucellosis in Cervidae, Effective September 30, 1998. No test is required for cervidae which originate from an Accredited Brucellosis-Free Herd program that is accepted by FDACS. The statement of herd status shall be recorded on the OCVI accompanying the cervidae.

(b) Cervidae not known to be affected with or exposed to brucellosis may be imported if they:

1. Are less than one (1) month of age, or

2. Have a negative official brucellosis test conducted within ninety (90) days prior to importation.

(c) The brucellosis test results shall be recorded on the OCVI accompanying the cervidae.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.16 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.006 Cervidae Herd Health Plan.

It is required that all Cervidae herds in Florida have a Cervidae Herd Health Plan. The Cervidae Herd Health Plan is a written herd management agreement between FDACS and the herd owner. This plan is based upon a thorough epidemiological investigation and risk assessment of the herd and their facility. This plan analyzes the risk of continued disease transmission by clinical and subclinical animals and/or environmental contamination. This plan sets out specific actions to be followed to monitor or survey the herd for specific disease(s) or eradicate specific disease(s) from the herd.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.16 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.007 Quarantine and Disposition of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Positive, Exposed, or Suspect Herds.

Immediate quarantine shall be imposed on all herds diagnosed positive, exposed or suspect for CWD. A Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan is required for any herds found to have a positive, exposed or suspect animal. Herd plans will be developed for any CWD positive, exposed, or suspect herds by the State and Federal officials in conjunction with the owner and will be subject to approval by the State Veterinarian. Such plans contain the following options for positive or trace-forward or trace-back herds and shall be adopted within sixty (60) days of a diagnosis of CWD.

(1) For CWD positive herds where whole herd depopulation with/without repopulation occurs, the following shall apply: 

(a) Depopulation of the whole herd is the preferred option for this program.

(b) CWD positive animals that are depopulated shall be disposed of according to 9 CFR 54.7 (2002).

(c) The Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan for a CWD positive herd shall include a premise plan because of possible environmental contamination. Premise plans will include: cleaning and disinfecting actions, future land use in terms of repopulation, maintenance of fencing to limit free-ranging cervid access to the land, and the time period for surveillance before interstate animal movement is allowed if repopulation occurs.

(2) For CWD positive herds where quarantine with/without selective culling of animals occurs, the following shall apply:

(a) Euthanasia, testing and disposal of selected animals; CWD positive animals that are culled shall be disposed of according to 9 CFR 54.7 (2002).

(b) Monthly herd inspection by State or Federal personnel with removal and CWD testing of any suspect animals.

(c) Herd inventory with individual animal identification(s) and annual verification of inventory by State or Federal veterinarians.

(d) Perimeter fencing adequate to prevent fence line contact with captive and free-ranging cervids.

(e) Quarantine of herd for sixty (60) months from the last case.

(f) Herd surveillance (mandatory death reporting and CWD testing of all age animals which die) shall be conducted during the quarantine and shall continue for sixty (60) months from the last case.

(3) For CWD exposed trace-forward herds the following shall apply:

(a) Removal and testing of the exposed animal traced to the herd.

1. If the animal is CWD positive, the herd is considered to be positive and an appropriate Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan shall be developed as listed above for CWD positive herds.

2. If the animal is negative the Cervidae Herd CWD Management Plan shall contain:

a. Herd inspection by State or Federal personnel with removal and CWD testing of any suspect animals; disposal of CWD positive animals shall be according to 9 CFR 54.7 (2002). 

b. Herd inventory with individual animal identification(s) and annual verification(s) by accredited State or Federal veterinarian(s).

c. Herd surveillance (mandatory death reporting and CWD testing of all age animals which die for sixty (60) months from date of removal of the trace animal from the herd.

(b) If the exposed animal traced to the herd is not removed the herd shall become a positive quarantined herd and the following shall apply: 

Herd surveillance (mandatory death reporting and CWD testing of all age animals which die) shall be conducted during the quarantine and shall continue for sixty (60) months from the last case.

(4) For CWD exposed trace-back herds the following shall apply:

(a) Monthly herd inspection by State or Federal personnel with removal and CWD testing of any suspect animals; disposal of these animals shall follow 9 CFR 54.7.

(b) Herd inventory with individual animal identification(s) and annual verification(s) by accredited State or Federal veterinarian(s).

(c) Herd surveillance (mandatory death reporting and CWD testing of all age animals) shall be conducted during the quarantine and shall continue for sixty (60) months from date the CWD positive animal left the herd.

(5) A suspect herd is a herd with any cervid exhibiting neurologic or other symptoms consistent with CWD.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.17, 585.23 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.008 Exceptions.

Exceptions to the movement requirements in this rule shall be determined by the State Veterinarian or FDACS representative. Cervids that are classified by the Movement Risk Assessment as Low Risk for CWD may be considered for waiver of this rule based upon sound scientific information that low risk cervids are from CWD monitored herds in states or prescribed physical areas where CWD has not been diagnosed but which have a surveillance/prevention program(s). Cervids that are classified as High Risk for CWD or Medium Risk for CWD shall not be subject to a waiver.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.17 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

5C-26.009 Dangerous Transmissible Disease.

Chronic Wasting Disease, or signs of any neurological disease in Cervidae, is declared to be a dangerous, transmissible disease of animals and constitutes a public nuisance. Any person who has knowledge of the existence of this disease, or signs of any neurological disease in Cervidae in the state, shall immediately report same to the State Veterinarian.

Specific Authority 585.002, 585.08, 585.145, 585.15 FS. Law Implemented 585.004, 585.145, 585.15, 585.18 FS. History–New 11-27-02.

