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5B-33.001 Purpose.

This rule is deemed necessary in order to prevent the introduction and spread of destructive pests of seed potatoes, to insure potato growers of a source of high quality planting stock, and to promote the general welfare of the public.

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.01.

5B-33.002 Sale of Seed Potatoes Restricted.

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, association or corporation to offer or expose for sale, or ship into this state, any potatoes or parts thereof intended for propagation, except as prescribed herein, unless specifically authorized by the commissioner of agriculture.

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.02.

5B-33.003 Requirements for Sale.

(1) All potatoes to be sold for propagation in Florida must meet U.S. No. 1 seed potato requirements as set forth in the U. S. Standards for Grades of Seed Potatoes (37 F. R. 8667).

(2) All potatoes to be sold for seed in Florida must have been grown under a seed potato certification program of the state or country of origin, and each bag or bulk unit must be accompanied by a certificate issued by the agency administering the seed potato certification program.

(3) The department shall have the authority to open any shipment seed potatoes for inspection, and to draw a reasonable sample from any bag of seed potatoes for laboratory examination or for planting for field observation.

(4) Seed potatoes offered for sale in Florida must not exceed the tolerances indicated for the following plant pests:   

	
	             Percent

	Nematode and tuber moth injury
	0.00

	Bacterial ring rot
	0.00

	Blackleg
	1.00

	Fusarium rot (damage by)
	2.00

	Soft rot or wet breakdown
	1.00

	Varietal mixture
	0.25

	Late blight
	1.00

	Any other dangerous pest of potatoes not listed
	0.00


(5) Seed potatoes must also meet requirements for external and internal defects as provided by U.S. Standards for Grades of Seed Potatoes (37 F.R. 8667).

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Amended 5-1-73, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.03.

5B-33.004 Exemptions.

Nothing in this rule shall prohibit the sale for propagation by a grower to another grower, potatoes or parts thereof grown in Florida or imported under the provisions of this rule, provided that the buyer has personal knowledge of the conditions of the potatoes at the time of sale with regard to grade or plant pests for which there is a tolerance.

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.04.

5B-33.005 Disposition of Seed Potatoes Not Meeting above Requirements.

Seed potatoes not meeting the requirements for propagation as specified in this rule must be disposed of in a manner approved by the commissioner of agriculture. He may order them destroyed, treated, regraded to comply with this rule, sold for food, or removed from the state.

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.05.

5B-33.006 Seed Potato Advisory Committee.

(1) The commissioner of agriculture may name a Seed Potato Advisory Committee composed of five members – three from the Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association Potato Committee (two of which should be growers), one from the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida, and one from the Division of Plant Industry.

(2) The committee may meet on call of the chairman. The committee may make recommendations to the Division of Plant Industry on matters concerning this rule.

Rulemaking Authority 581.031, 570.07 FS. Law Implemented 581.031 FS. History–New 3-15-69, Amended 5-1-73, Repromulgated 12-31-74, Formerly 5B-33.06.
