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40B-3.001 Introduction.

Rulemaking Authority 373 FS. Law Implemented 373.016, 373.026, 373.043, 373.103, 373.113, 373.306, 373.309 FS. History–New 4-13-81, Amended 9-15-81, Repealed 1-31-82.
40B-3.011 Policy and Purpose.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.103(1), 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.314, 373.316, 373.323(2), 373.326, 373.329, 373.333, 373.342 FS. History–New 1-31-83, Amended 7-1-85, 8-15-89, 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.021 Definitions.

When used in this chapter:

(1) “Abandon” or “Well abandonment” means to plug a well as set forth in Rule 40B-3.531, F.A.C.

(2) “Abandoned artesian well” means any well as defined in Section 373.203(1), F.S.

(3) “Abandoned water well” or “abandoned well” means any well as defined in Section 373.303(1), F.S.

(4) “Annulus” or “annular space” means any artificially created void existing between a well casing or liner pipe and a borehole wall or the space between two casings or liner pipes.

(5) “Aquifer” means an underground water-bearing formation sufficiently permeable to yield water to wells or springs.

(6) “Casing diameter” or “diameter of casing” means the largest inside diameter of the final casing when less than 14 inches. When equal to or greater than 14 inches, it is the largest outside diameter of the final casing.

(7) “Contractor” means any person licensed by the Department or a Water Management District, in accordance with Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., and engaged in the business of construction, repair, or abandonment of wells.

(8) “Department” means the Department of Environmental Protection or its successor agency or agencies.

(9) “Dewatering” means the use of wells or other such equipment to temporarily lower a water level as may be necessary during construction activities.

(10) “DOH” means the Department of Health or its successor agency or agencies.

(11) “District” means the Suwannee River Water Management District operating under the authority of Chapter 373, F.S.

(12) “Drive shoe” means any device specifically designed, fabricated, and installed to protect the end of a well casing or liner pipe from collapse or other damage while the casing or liner pipe is being driven into place in a well.

(13) “Governing Board” or “Board” means the Governing Board of the District.

(14) “Neat cement grout” or “grout” means a mixture of water and Portland cement (American Concrete Institute type I, American Concrete Institute type II, Class H, American Concrete Institute type III, or any other types of cement approved by the District), and may include bentonite (not to exceed five pounds per 94-pound sack of cement), calcium chloride (not to exceed three pounds per 94-pound sack of cement) or retarder (not to exceed one pound per 94-pound sack of cement) or other additives approved by the District to reduce permeability or shrinkage, increase fluidity, adjust slurry weight, and/or control set time.

(15) “Inspection port” means any opening in the well seal not less than one quarter (1/4) inch in diameter through which unobstructed access to the inside of the casing can be obtained for measuring water levels and other uses. Inspection ports shall be threaded openings temporarily sealed with a removable watertight plug.

(16) “Liner” means a metallic or nonmetallic pipe which is installed either within the outer casing to improve, repair, or protect the outer casing or below the outer casing to seal off caving materials which may be encountered in the open hole of the well.

(17) “Monitor well” means a well used primarily to monitor hydrogeologic parameters such as water levels or water quality.

(18) “Non-portable well” means a water well that is not intended to produce water for human consumption. Non-potable water wells include, but are not limited to, irrigation wells, geothermal wells, and monitor wells.

(19) “Public supply well” means a well constructed for the purpose of supplying water to a public water system, as permitted under Chapter 62-550, 62-555, 62-560, 62-524 or 64E-8, F.A.C.

(20) “Public supply system” means a system for the provision to the public of piped water for human consumption.

(21) “Test hole” or “Geotechnical boring” means an artificial hole in the ground drilled, bored, cored, washed, or jetted, the intended use of which includes obtaining data for engineering and/or for geophysical or geological exploration; prospecting for minerals or products of mining or quarrying; not for the purposes of either producing, disposing of, or searching for water.

(22) “Test well” means a well constructed for temporary use, designed to allow specific geological or groundwater parameters to be examined prior to the construction of a permanent well.

(23) “Tremie method” means a method of well abandonment or of grouting an annular space by pumping neat cement grout through a pipe in one continuous operation or in stages until grout is observed at land surface.

(24) “Upper well terminus” means that portion of a continuous water-bearing well casing ending above ground surface or within an approved enclosure below ground surface.

(25) “Water use permit” means a permit issued under Chapter 40B-2, F.A.C.

(26) “Water well” means a well as defined in Section 373.303(7), F.S.

(27) “Well casing” means a metallic or nonmetallic pipe installed in a borehole to prevent caving, provide structural strength, seal off zones of poor water quality, or prevent the interchange of waters between aquifers.

(28) “Well completion” means termination of all well construction, repair, or abandonment activities, including well development.

(29) “Well modification” means a change in the intended use of a well.

(30) “Well repair” means a repair activity as defined in Section 373.303(5), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.019, 373.106, 373.303, 373.306, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 8-15-89, 6-22-99, 10-18-22.

40B-3.031 Implementation.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.103(1), 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.314, 373.316, 373.319, 373.323(2), 373.326, 373.329, 373.333, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.032 Delegation.

The authority for general administration of Part I of Chapter 40B-3, F.A.C., is delegated to the Executive Director of the District. It is the policy of the Board that in making this delegation the Executive Director may designate specific staff members to carry out various tasks, but that overall supervision and responsibility shall rest with the Executive Director. The Executive Director is expressly authorized to issue permits under this chapter as provided in Section 373.342(1), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309(2), 373.342 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.

40B-3.035 Publications and Agreements Incorporated by Reference.

The following Department rules, publications, standards and forms regarding construction, repair, modification and abandonment of wells and water well contractor licensing, shall apply to the water well program administered by the District, and are incorporated by reference herein. All rules and publications incorporated by reference herein, other than the copyrighted materials identified in subsection 40B-3.035(3), F.A.C., may be obtained without charge at the District’s website mysuwanneeriver.com or by writing or calling the Department, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400, telephone (850)245-8648, or the District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060, telephone (386)362-1001. Paragraphs 40B-3.035(3)(a) through (h), F.A.C. contain copyrighted materials the posting of which on the internet for purposes of public examination and inspection would constitute a violation of federal copyright law. These materials are available for public inspection and examination at the Department of State, 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, and the Suwannee River Water Management District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060.
(1) The Memorandum of Understanding between the District and the Department (September 16, 1982) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14620) concerning the processing of public drinking water applications, applications for projects involving the construction and operation of artificial recharge facilities, and applications for projects utilizing land disposal of treated waste water.
(2) Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., Water Well Contractor Licensing Requirements (August 7, 2019) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14621). The following publications and forms referenced in Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., are also incorporated by reference herein:
(a) The Department’s Water Well Construction Disciplinary Guidelines and Citations Dictionary (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14622), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.450, F.A.C.;

(b) Form 1 Certificate of Attendance (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14623), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;

(c) Form 2 Certificate of Completion (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14624), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;

(d) Form 3 Course Approval (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14625), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;

(e) Form 4 Course Provider (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14626), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;

(f) Water Well Contractor Continuing Education Program Manual (July 16, 2019) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14627), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.
(3) Chapter 62-532, F.A.C., Water Well Permitting and Construction Requirements (February 16, 2012) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14628). The following publications referenced in Chapter 62-532, F.A.C., are also incorporated by reference herein:
(a) American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) A53/A53M-99b (1999); A135-01 (2001), A252-98 (1998), and A589-96 (1996), incorporated by reference in paragraph 62-532.500(1)(a), F.A.C. Copies of these copyrighted standards may be obtained from the American Society for Testing and Materials, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, P. O. Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959;

(b) American Petroleum Institute (API) 5L-2000 (2000), incorporated by reference in paragraph 62-532.500(1)(a), F.A.C. Copies of this copyrighted standard may be obtained from the American Petroleum Institute, 1220 L Street N.W., Washington, DC 20005-4070;

(c) American National Standard Institute for Welded and Seamless Wrought Steel Pipe (ANSI/ASME B36.10M-2000), incorporated by reference in paragraph 62-532.500(1)(a), F.A.C. Copies of this copyrighted standard may be obtained from the American National Standards Institute, 1819 L Street N.W., Washington, DC 20036;

(d) Schedule 10S of the ANSI/ASME B36.19M-1985, incorporated by reference in paragraph 62-532.500(1)(d), F.A.C. Copies of this copyrighted standard may be obtained from the American National Standards Institute, 1819 L Street N.W., Washington, DC 20036;

(e) NSF International Standard/American National Standard NSF/ANSI 14-2008e, Plastics Piping System Components and Related Materials; NSF International Standard/American National Standard NSF/ANSI 61-2008, Drinking Water System Components – Health Effects, incorporated by reference in paragraph 62-532.500(1)(g), F.A.C. Copies of these copyrighted standards may be obtained from NSF International, P.O. Box 130140, Ann Arbor, MI 48113-0140;

(f) Closed-Loop/Geothermal Heat Pump Systems Design and Installation Standards, Revised Edition 2008, published by the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association, Oklahoma State University; Closed-Loop/Ground-Source Heat Pump Systems Installation Guide, 1988, Oklahoma State University, incorporated by reference in subsection 62-532.500(2), F.A.C. Copies of these copyrighted materials may be obtained from the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association, Oklahoma State University, 374 Cordell South, Stillwater, OK 74078-8018;

(g) Appendix C of American Water Works Association (AWWA) Standard A100-97 (1997), AWWA Standard for Water Wells, incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-532.500(3)(i)6., F.A.C. Copies of these copyrighted, recommended practices and methods may be obtained from the American Water Works Association, 6666 West Quincy Avenue, Denver, CO 80235;

(h) Grouting for Vertical Geothermal Heat Pump Systems Engineering Design and Field Procedures Manual, published by the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association, First Edition 2000, Oklahoma State University, incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-532.500(3)(i)6., F.A.C. Copies of these copyrighted, recommended practices and methods may be obtained from the International Ground Source Heat Pump Association, Oklahoma State University, 374 Cordell South, Stillwater, OK 74078-8018. 

(4) Chapter 62-524, F.A.C., New Potable Water Well Permitting in Delineated Areas (February 16, 2012) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14629), and the maps containing Delineated Areas for the following Counties: Alachua, Columbia, Gilchrist, Hamilton, Madison, and Suwannee, incorporated by reference in Rule 62-524.430, F.A.C.
(5) State of Florida Permit Application to Construct, Repair, Modify, or Abandon a Well, DEP Form 62-532.900(1) (October 7, 2010) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14630), incorporated by reference in subsection 62-532.400(1), F.A.C.

(6) State of Florida Well Completion Report, DEP Form 62-532.900(2) (October 7, 2010) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14631), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-532.410, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.046, 373.308, 373.309, 373.342 FS History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, 11-10-22.
40B-3.037 Water Well Contractor Licensing.

Minimum standards for licensing water well contractors shall be in accordance with Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., (August 7, 2019), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(2), F.A.C., and the Water Well Construction Disciplinary Guidelines and Citations Dictionary (June 22, 2014), incorporated by reference in paragraph 40B-3.035(2)(a), F.A.C. The licensing program shall be administered and enforced by the District under the authority delegated to it by the Department.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.046, 373.308, 373.309, 373.323 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 8-15-89, 6-22-99, 4-17-23.

40B-3.038 Violations of Licensing Requirements.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.323, 373.326, 373.333, 373.336 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 8-15-89, 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.039 Penalties.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.129, 373.308, 373.309, 373.336 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.0391 Enforcement.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.119, 373.129, 373.136, 373.171, 373.309, 373.333 FS. Law Implemented 373.119, 373.129, 373.306, 373.313, 373.333, 373.336 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.040 Scope of Part I.

The rules in this part relate to the permitting requirements applicable to the construction, repair, or abandonment of wells. Unless expressly exempt by statute or this rule, all wells must be permitted prior to construction, repair, or abandonment, and must be constructed, repaired, or abandoned by a licensed water well contractor. Persons who desire to construct their own wells two inches or less in diameter for those private uses outlined in Section 373.326, F.S., may apply and be issued permits for well construction without a water well contractor’s license.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.303, 373.308, 373.309, 373.316, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.

40B-3.041 Permits Required.

Unless expressly exempted by law or District rule, a permit must be obtained from the District prior to the construction, repair, or abandonment of any well within the District. Applications for permits required by this rule shall be considered under the general permit procedures of Chapter 28-107, F.A.C., and, if in a delineated area established by the Department as defined in subsection 62-524.200(2), F.A.C., and as incorporated in Rule 62-524.430, F.A.C., the applicant must also meet the requirements of Chapter 62-524, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.136, 373.171, 373.308, 373.309, 373.333 FS. Law Implemented 373.103, 373.309, 373.313, 373.316, 373.308, 373.309 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 1-11-84, 7-1-85, 6-16-88, 8-20-95, 6-22-99.

40B-3.051 Exemptions.

The following wells are exempt from the requirements of Rule 40B-3.041, F.A.C.:

(1) A well constructed, repaired, or abandoned solely for the purpose of a test hole, as defined in subsection 40B-3.021(21), F.A.C.

(2) Wells constructed, repaired, or abandoned for the purpose of temporary dewatering.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.303, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.316, 373.326 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99, 10-18-22.

40B-3.0511 Variances.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.303, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.316, 373.326 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.091 Repeal of 16H-3.

Rulemaking Authority 373 FS. Law Implemented 373.309 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, Repealed 7-1-85.
40B-3.101 Content of Application.

(1) Permits will only be issued to a licensed water well contractor upon application by the owner on whose property the well will be located, or the owner’s agent. Permits issued pursuant to Section 373.326(2), F.S., shall be issued to the property owner or the owner’s agent.
(2) Applications for permits required by this chapter shall be submitted on a State of Florida Permit Application to Construct, Repair, Modify, or Abandon a Well, DEP Form 62-532.900(1), (October 7, 2010), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(5), F.A.C., and shall contain the information required therein.
(3) Permit applications shall be signed by the licensed water well contractor and the property owner, or the licensed water well contractor and the property owner's authorized agent. Permit applications submitted pursuant to subsection 373.326(2), F.S., shall be signed by the property owner.
(4) The required fee pursuant to Rule 40B-3.201, F.A.C., shall be submitted with the permit application.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 8-15-89, 4-4-91, 6-22-99, 7-1-09, 11-10-22.
40B-3.201 Permit Fees.

(1) Section 373.109, F.S., authorizes the Governing Board to establish a schedule of fees for filing applications for permits required by District rules. The schedule of fees is listed in TABLE 1 SCHEDULE OF WATER WELL PERMIT FEES. Fees shall be due at the time of filing an application. Unless otherwise specified by District rule, the date of filing shall be considered to be the date received by the District. Fees are nonrefundable. Failure of any person to pay the fees established herein is grounds for the denial of a permit application or revocation of a permit.

(2) Upon delegation of the administration of a permitting program from the Department to the District, the fees for such permits established by Department rule shall be collected by the District pursuant to Section 373.109, F.S.

(3) Any portion of the fees enumerated in this rule in excess of $100 shall be waived for any city or county government upon receipt of a certification from such city or county of hardship required in Section 218.075, F.S. Any such certification shall be presumed to be valid for the entire fiscal year of the city or county during which certification is made, unless the certification clearly indicates a duration to the contrary.

(4) Fees for permits to construct or repair wells required by this chapter shall be as listed below, and shall apply to each well constructed or repaired. No fee shall be required for a permit to abandon or modify a well.
	TABLE 1 SCHEDULE OF WATER WELL PERMIT FEES

	Public Water Supply Wells not in a Chapter 62-524, F.A.C., Delineated Area Construction
	$275

	Repair
	$140

	Transfer of an application to another licensed water well contractor
	$10

	Chapter 62-524, F.A.C., Delineated Area Wells

	Domestic Self-Supply well construction
	$275

	Repair
	$140

	Public Supply Wells
	$500

	Transfer of an application to another licensed water well constractor
	$10

	All other wells

	Construction
	$40

	Repair
	$10

	Transfer of an application to another licensed water well contractor
	$10


Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 218.075, 373.109, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-16-88, 6-22-99, 10-18-22.

40B-3.301 Conditions for Issuance of Permits.

(1) In order to obtain a permit under this chapter, an applicant must submit a permit application as specified in Rule 40B-3.101, F.A.C.

(2) The permit application fee shall accompany the original application according to the fee schedule provided in Rule 40B-3.201, F.A.C.

(3) An applicant must certify that:

(a) The proposed well will comply with the criteria set forth in Part II of this chapter;

(b) The applicant or owner has applied for a water use permit under Chapter 40B-2, F.A.C., if applicable; and

(c) The proposed well will not otherwise adversely affect the water resources.

(4) The application must be complete and meet the requirements of Chapter 373, F.S., and this chapter.

(5) If the construction, repair, or abandonment is to be conducted by other than the original permittee, a permit reassignment request shall be submitted in writing prior to commencing work.

(6) The District may impose upon any permit issued under this chapter such limiting conditions as are necessary to insure that the well construction will not represent a hazard to the water resources.

(7) In addition to specific special conditions, any or all of the following standard conditions may be made a requirement of any permit:

(a) The specific location, depth, depth of casing, and/or type of casing to be used in the well construction; and

(b) The type and nominal thickness of grout to be used in sealing the annular space.

(8) No permit shall be issued to any applicant or any licensed water well contractor who at the time of application has any pending water well violations.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.308, 373.309, 373.136, 373.333 FS. Law Implemented 373.103, 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.333, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 8-20-95, 6-22-99.

40B-3.321 Duration of Permits.

(1) Each permit shall be consecutively numbered, dated, and valid for a period of ninety (90) days, unless the time limit is extended by the District pursuant to subsection (3) or (4), below.

(2) Construction, repair, modification, or abandonment of a well shall not commence or continue after the expiration of a permit.

(3) One extension of an existing permit for a period not to exceed 90 days shall be granted by the District upon written request if:

(a) Submitted by the permittee prior to the expiration date of the permit, and

(b) The permittee shows that circumstances and conditions have not changed substantially since the permit issuance so that the proposed well will not adversely impact the water resource.

(4) Public supply well permits shall be extended for a period of not more than one year from the date of issuance, in increments of 90 days per written request for permit extension, provided the requirements of subsection (3) above have been met. Extensions pursuant to subsections (3) or (4) will be covered under the original permit fee, with no additional fee required.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 1-3-96, 6-22-99.

40B-3.341 Suspension and Revocation of Permits.

The District shall suspend or revoke a permit to construct, repair, or abandon a well by written notices to the permittee under any of the following circumstances:

(1) Material misstatement or misrepresentation in the application for a permit;

(2) Failure to comply with the provisions set forth in the permit;

(3) Violation of any provisions of these rules or Part III of Chapter 373, F.S.; or

(4) If construction, repair, or abandonment of the well as permitted would be harmful to the water resources.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.103, 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99.

40B-3.381 Limiting Conditions.

Rulemaking Authority 373.308, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.044, 373.113, 373.342 FS. History–New 1-31-83, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.411 Completion Report.

(1) Well completion reports are required for all permits issued pursuant to this chapter. Well completion reports shall be submitted to the District within 30 days of the completion of the permitted activity on a State of Florida Well Completion Report, DEP Form 62-532.900(2), (October 7, 2010), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(6), F.A.C.; and shall contain the information required therein.
(2) The water well contractor shall keep or cause to be kept in his employ an accurate log of all construction, repair, or abandonment activities. Such logs shall be available for inspection at the site during all times when work is in progress.

(3) If no work is performed under a permit issued pursuant to this chapter, a well completion report shall be submitted within 30 days of the expiration of the permit stating that no permitted activity was performed.
Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99, 7-1-09, 11-10-22.
40B-3.451 Emergency Authorization.

(1) Emergency permits may be issued by the Executive Director or his designee when one of the following conditions exists:

(a) An existing well supplying a particular use has failed and must be immediately replaced or repaired;

(b) The health, safety, or general welfare of the people of this District would be jeopardized without such authorization;

(c) Emergency authorization is needed to immediately mitigate or resolve potentially hazardous degradation of water resources; or

(d) A serious set of unforeseen and unforeseeable circumstances exists which creates the emergency.

(2) Emergency permits may be applied for and issued orally. Mere carelessness or lack of planning on the part of the applicant, contractor, or driller will not constitute sufficient cause for the issuance of an emergency permit.

(3) The applicant for an emergency permit shall submit the application and fee in accordance with Rules 40B-3.101 and 40B-3.201, F.A.C., and any other requested information within ten days after making oral application.

(4) Rule 40B-3.411, F.A.C., and Part II of this chapter shall apply to all construction performed under an emergency permit unless the rules are waived by the Executive Director or his designee in conformance with Section 120.542, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99.

40B-3.461 Inspection.

(1) The Department or the District is authorized to inspect any well, including those wells permitted under Rule 40B-3.041, F.A.C., within its jurisdiction as it deems necessary to insure conformity with applicable standards. Such inspection may include, but not be limited to, geophysical logging, water level measurements, or other methods. Duly authorized representatives of the Department or the District may, upon proper identification and at reasonable times, enter upon and shall be given access to any premises for the purpose of such inspection.

(2) If, upon the basis of such inspection, the District finds the standards of Part II have not been met, the District shall give the contractor and owner, if applicable, a written notice stating which rules have been violated and shall order that necessary corrective action be taken within a reasonable length of time to be prescribed in such order.

(3) A site inspection shall be conducted by an authorized representative of the District prior to issuing a permit for construction of a public supply well.

(4) The District shall be notified at least 24 hours in advance of placement of grout in any public supply well. A District representative may be on site to observe the grouting. If the District is properly notified and a representative is not at the site at the appointed time, the grouting shall be accomplished in the representative’s absence.

(5) If, upon basis of an inspection, the District finds any well is a potential hazard to the water resources, the well shall be plugged in accordance with Part II.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.103, 373.308, 373.309, 373.319 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99.

40B-3.492 Violations of Permits.

(1) Actions, omissions, or conduct which are considered as violations for the purposes of Part II shall include, but are not limited to, the following:

(a) Failure to obtain a permit where required under Rule 40B-3.041, F.A.C.

(b) Failure to comply with any or all permit conditions.

(c) Failure to submit a completion report within 30 days of the completion of the construction, repair, or abandonment of any well.

(d) Failure to file an accurate completion report.

(e) Failure to report to the district within 30 days of expiration of the permit when no work is performed or the well is not completed.

(f) Failure to notify the District 24 hours prior to the grouting of the annular space of any public supply well.

(2) Actions which may be taken by District staff upon determination that a violation has occurred are outlined in Chapter 40B-1, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.342 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.

40B-3.500 Scope of Part II.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.502 Construction Methods.

Wells must be so constructed, cased, grouted, plugged, capped, or sealed as to prevent uncontrolled surface flow, uncontrolled movement of water from one aquifer or zone to another, contamination of groundwater or surfacewater resources, or other adverse impacts. The foregoing shall apply to all construction, repair, or abandonment of wells in the District, except for public water supply wells which shall be constructed, repaired, or abandoned in accordance with Chapter 62-550, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.113, 373.306, 373.308, 373.309 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.

40B-3.504 Location.

Wells shall be located so as not to pose a threat of contamination to the groundwater resource. Minimum spacing between wells and sanitary hazards shall be as set forth in Table 1 of Chapter 62-532, F.A.C., (February 16, 2012), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(3), F.A.C. Wells shall not be located on lands below the 100-year flood elevation of the Suwannee, Alapaha, Withlacoochee, Santa Fe, and Aucilla Rivers when an alternative to such location exists on the property.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 4-4-91, 6-22-99, 4-17-23.
40B-3.507 Casing and Liner Pipe Standards.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.309, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.512 Well Construction Requirements.

(1) In the construction of a well, reasonable caution shall be taken to maintain the premises in sanitary condition and to minimize the entrance of contaminants into the water resource. Water and materials used in construction shall be reasonably free of contamination.

(2) For wells which penetrate multiple aquifers or zones, the well shall be completed so as to prevent cross-contamination of different aquifers or zones if significantly different water quality exists between these aquifers or zones, and to prevent leakage of water from one aquifer or zone to another aquifer or zone.

(3) For wells completed into unconsolidated aquifers, casing shall extend from land surface to the well screen. The well screen shall be attached to the casing with a watertight seal.

(4) For wells obtaining water from consolidated aquifers, a continuous casing shall extend from land surface into the top of the producing aquifer, provided however, that the bottom end of the well casing must extend to or below the static water level of the aquifer intended to supply the water to the well. In addition, all caving zones below the uppermost consolidated unit shall be cased.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.309, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.

40B-3.517 Grouting and Sealing.

Wells shall be grouted and sealed to protect the groundwater resource from degradation caused by movement of waters along the well annulus either from the surface to the aquifer or between aquifers, and to prevent loss of artesian pressure in artesian aquifers. All wells shall be constructed and sealed using a method that ensures an open or unnaturally permeable annular space does not remain when a well is completed. All wells that are constructed in a manner which creates an annular space between the casing and the naturally occurring geologic formations shall be grouted and sealed as set forth in Chapter 62-532, F.A.C., (February 16, 2012), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(3), F.A.C.

(1) Telescoping casings may be used provided that casings of different diameters are joined with an appropriate overlap and any annular space be grouted or sealed with watertight packers.

(2) Grouting and sealing of well casings not driven or jetted into place shall be accomplished in the following manner unless otherwise authorized by the District in accordance with Section 373.326(1), F.S.:
(a) Composition of neat cement grout shall consist of 5.5 to 6.0 gallons of water per cubic foot or 94-pound sack of Portland cement, or a mixture of 6.5 gallons of water per sack of Portland cement, with three to five pounds of Bentonite not to exceed 5% by weight.

(b) The minimum set time for grouting of casing before drilling operations may continue shall be 12 hours.

(c) The casing shall be centered in the borehole prior to grouting and sealing.

(d) Neat cement grout shall be introduced into the annular space from bottom to top.

(3) In those cases where, during grouting operations, circulation of the neat cement grout is lost so that the annular space being grouted cannot be filled in one continuous operation, a tremie pipe shall be installed in the annular space to a point immediately above the zone of lost circulation; and the annulus shall be filled from that point using clean sand or rock introduced in a manner that prevents bridging within the annular space until a level is reached at which grouting can be continued.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 4-4-91, 10-16-94, 6-22-99, 4-17-23.
40B-3.521 Well Seals.

(1) Temporary Well Seals. Whenever there is a temporary interruption in work on the well or when pumping equipment is removed from the well, the upper well terminus shall be sealed as set forth in subsection 62-532.500(4), F.A.C.

(2) Permanent Well Seals. The upper well terminus shall include a watertight seal to prevent movement of surface water and contaminants into the well. Pumping equipment and any necessary piping or electrical connections installed within the casing shall be installed through a well seal in such a manner so as to assure that such connections are watertight and prevent the introduction of surface waters or contaminants into the well. An unobstructed inspection port equipped with a removable plug shall be provided and be accessible at the wellhead.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171, 373.309, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 4-4-91, 6-22-99, 10-18-22.
40B-3.525 Explosives.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.309, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, Repealed by Section 3, Chapter 2012-31, Laws of Florida, 5-27-12.
40B-3.529 Flowing Wells.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.309, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.206, 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Repealed 1-19-16.
40B-3.531 Abandoned Well Plugging.

(1) All abandoned wells under Section 373.303(1), F.S., and abandoned artesian wells under Section 373.203(1), F.S., shall be plugged in accordance with subsection (2) unless they can be repaired in the time specified by the District.

(2) All abandoned wells or abandoned artesian wells shall be plugged by filling them from bottom to top with grout within 72 hours of permit issuance, unless otherwise provided in writing by the District. The plugging shall be to restore or improve the hydrologic conditions which existed before the well was constructed. The work shall be accomplished by a licensed water well contractor.

(3) A permit is required to abandon a well as in Rule 40B-3.041 and subsection 40B-3.201(4), F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171, 373.309 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.309, 373.113 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99.
40B-3.700 Scope of Part III.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.306, 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.701 Construction Standards.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.083, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 1-11-84, Repealed 7-1-85.
40B-3.721 Driller Registration.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.725 Responsibility of Contractor.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.727 Type of Registration.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.733 Exemptions.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.751 Enforcement and Penalties.

Rulemaking Authority 373 FS. Law Implemented 373.336 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, Repealed 7-1-85.
40B-3.752 Refusal, Suspension, or Revocation of Registration.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.763 Examinations.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.323, 373.326 FS. History–New 10-1-84, Amended 7-1-85, Repealed 8-15-89.
40B-3.901 Forms and Instructions.

Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.083, 373.113, 373.119 FS. Law Implemented 120.53(2) FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 9-15-81, 1-31-83, 1-11-84, Repealed 7-1-85.
40B-3.902 Forms and Instructions.

Rulemaking Authority 373 FS. Law Implemented 120.53, 120.54(14) FS. History–New 6-22-99, Repealed 4-17-23.
