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34-8.001 General.

(1) The Commission on Ethics has the responsibility pursuant to Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution, to prescribe forms for disclosure of income sources and amounts and the rules under which such forms are to be filed, which rules shall include disclosure of secondary sources of income. In addition, the Commission is authorized by Section 112.3147, F.S., to prescribe forms required for use in making the disclosures required by Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution, and by Section 112.322(9), F.S., to adopt rules interpreting the disclosures established by Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution. The forms for full and public disclosure shall be prescribed in accordance with the rules of this chapter and adopted by reference herein.
(2) As used in this chapter and as referenced in the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in Section 112.31446, F.S., unless the context otherwise requires:

a. “CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests” means the fields of information required to complete the full and public disclosure requirements of Section 8, Art. II of the State Constitution, as set forth by the instructions available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16531 (4/2024).

b. “CE Form 6F – Final Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests” means the fields of information required to complete the final disclosure statement required by Section 112.3144(10), F.S., as set forth by the instructions available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16533 (4/2024).

c. “CE Form 6X – Amendment to Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests” means the fields of information required on an amendment to a full and public disclosure of financial interest submitted pursuant to Section 112.3144(11), F.S., as set forth by the instructions available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16535 (4/2024).
d. "CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests" means the fields of information required to complete the statement of financial interests requirements of s. 112.3145, Florida Statutes, as set forth by the instructions available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16537 (4/2024).

e. "CE Form 1F – Final Statement of Financial Interests" means the fields of information required to complete the final disclosure statement required by s. 112.3145(2)(b), Florida Statutes, as set forth by the instructions available at www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15817 (1/2024).   

f. "CE Form 1X – Amendment to Statement of Financial Interests" means the fields of information required on an amendment to a statement of financial interests submitted pursuant to s. 112.3145(13), Florida Statutes, as set forth by the instructions available at www.fl.rules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16539 (4/2024).
Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.31446, 112.3145, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.3145 FS. History–New 4-7-77, Formerly 34-8.01, Amended 8-7-94, 11-7-01, 1-1-22, 1-1-23, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.002 General Rules for Filing the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests.

(1) Every person who holds an office specified in Rule 34-8.003, F.A.C., must file full and public disclosure of his or her financial interests with the Commission by July 1 of each year during which he or she is in office, and every person who held an office specified in Rule 34-8.003, F.A.C., on December 31st of a year must file full and public disclosure of his or her financial interests with the Commission by July 1 of the following year, except that candidates who have already filed with a qualifying officer as part of qualifying are not required to also file with the Commission. Full and public disclosure of financial interests means completing, through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in Section 112.31446, F.S., a sworn disclosure filing, identified in the system as the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests, showing net worth, assets, liabilities, and sources of income. The instructions for completing the Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests (4/2024) http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16532, are incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us. A candidate for an elective office specified in Rule 34-8.003, F.A.C., or otherwise specified by law must file this information prior to or at the time he or she qualifies as a candidate.

(2) If the due date prescribed in the Constitution or by statute falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S., then the due date shall be extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S.
(3) Pursuant to Section 112.3144(2), F.S., public officers and employees required to file the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests with the Commission on Ethics must file electronically through the electronic filing system. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.
(4) When submitting qualifying papers, an incumbent in an elective office or a candidate holding another position subject to the annual filing requirement may submit either a copy of the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests filed with the Commission, or the verification or receipt of filing generated by the electronic filing system at the time of submission. Candidates not subject to the annual filing requirement must use the electronic filing system to complete and print a CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests to be submitted to the officer before whom he or she qualifies.
Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.31445, 112.31446, 112.3145, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144 FS. History–New 4-7-77, Amended 10-3-84, Formerly 34-8.02, Amended 8-7-94, 7-2-00, 11-7-01, 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-19, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-23, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.003 Persons Required to File Full and Public Disclosure.

The following officers and candidates have been specified by Article II, Section 8, Florida Constitution, to file full and public disclosure:

(1) All elected constitutional officers and all candidates for elected constitutional offices, which offices include the Governor; the Lieutenant Governor; the members of the Cabinet; the members of the Legislature; State Attorneys; Public Defenders; Clerks of the Circuit Courts; Sheriffs; County Tax Collectors, Property Appraisers and Supervisors of Elections; County Commissioners; all elective offices in a chartered county government, the duties of which office consist of performing the duties of any of the above constitutional offices; Superintendents of Schools if elected; and members of District School Boards.

(2) Each person holding statewide elective office who is not elected to one of the offices listed above in subsection 34-8.003(1), F.A.C.
(3) Mayors and the elected members of the govering body of a municipality.

(4) Each member of the Commission on Ethics.
(5) Such other public officers, candidates, and employees as are required by law to file full and public disclosure.

Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144 FS. History–New 4-7-77, Amended 9-21-77, 10-3-84, Formerly 34-8.03, Amended 8-7-94, 10-12-15, 1-1-24.
34-8.004 Disclosure of Net Worth, Assets and Liabilities.

The Commission shall prescribe a part of the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests for disclosure of net worth, assets and liabilities which satisfies the financial interest requirements of Article II, Section 8 of the Florida Constitution, as amended by Part III, Chapter 112, F.S. This disclosure filing shall provide space for the specific identification and value of each asset which exceeds $1,000.00 in value and for the name and address of the creditor for each liability which exceeds $1,000.00 in amount and its amount, and shall require a statement of the value of the reporting person’s net worth as of December 31st of the preceding year or a more current date. The disclosure filing shall provide for the officer’s or candidate’s written declaration, as provided for under Section 92.525(2), F.S., and electronic signature verifying the information contained in the completed filing. The disclosure filing for disclosure of net worth, assets and liabilities prescribed pursuant to this rule shall be used by any officer, employee, or candidate required to file full and public disclosure of his or her financial interests pursuant to Article II, Section 8 of the Florida Constitution.

Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.312 FS. History–New 4-7-77, Amended 10-3-84, Formerly 34-8.04, Amended 8-7-94, 1-1-22.

34-8.005 Disclosure of Sources and Amounts of Income.

The Commission shall prescribe as part of the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests provisions for the disclosure of sources and amounts of income and for the disclosure of secondary sources of income as required by Article II, Section 8 of the Florida Constitution.

(1) The filing for disclosure of income sources shall provide for the disclosure of the name and address of each source of income which exceeds $1,000.00 received by the officer or candidate or by any person for the officer’s or candidate’s benefit and use during the previous tax year. The filing also shall provide for disclosure of the amount of income received from each source and shall provide for the officer’s or candidate’s written declaration, as provided for under Section 92.525(2), F.S., and electronic signature verifying the information contained in the completed filing.
(2) For the purpose of reporting income on a CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests, the filer may submit a federal income tax return, provided he or she includes all attachments and schedules associated with the federal income tax return.
(3) A “secondary source of income” shall mean any one customer, client or other source of income which provides in excess of 10% of the total income of a business entity, as shown on that business entity’s most recently filed income tax return, during the previous tax year in which a person subject to full and public disclosure of financial interests own in excess of five percent (5%) of the business entity’s total assets or capital stock and from which such person derived in excess of $1,000.00 income during the previous tax year.

(4) The filing for disclosure of secondary sources of income shall provide for the officer’s or candidate’s written declaration, as provided for under Section 92.525(2), F.S., and electronic signature verifying the information contained in the completed filing.
(5) If disclosure of identifying information regarding a source of income or secondary source of income will violate confidentiality or privilege pursuant to law or rules governing attorneys, a filer, who is also an attorney, may indicate he or she has a legal client meeting the disclosure criteria without providing further information about the client.  The filer in such circumstances may write "Legal Client" in the disclosure fields without providing any further information.
Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const. History–New 4-7-77, Formerly 34-8.05, Amended 1-1-22, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.006 Income Valuation.

The method of determining one’s income for purposes of disclosure under this chapter shall be in accordance with this rule. Each person who is required to file a full and public disclosure of financial interests must file a sworn statement disclosing all sources and amounts of income in excess of $1,000.00 and shall follow federal income tax principles pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, Title 26, United States Code, as amended.

Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const. History–New 5-17-77, Formerly 34-8.06, Amended 1-1-22.

34-8.007 Choosing to File Copy of Income Tax Return.

Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const. History–New 5-17-77, Formerly 34-8.07, Amended 8-7-94, 7-2-00, 11-7-01, 1-1-12, 10-12-15, Repealed 1-1-22.
34-8.008 Final Filing Using the CE Form 6F.

(1) Each person who is required to file full and public disclosure of financial interests shall, within 60 days of leaving his or her public position, complete and file through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in Section 112.31446, F.S., a final disclosure statement covering the period between January 1 of the year in which the person leaves and his or her last day in the position, unless he or she takes another position within that 60-day period which requires full and public disclosure. The final filing shall be identified in the system as the CE Form 6F – Final Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests. The instructions for completing the Final Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests (4/2024), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16534, are incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.
(2) If the due date prescribed for a final filing falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S., then the due date shall be extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S.
(3) Pursuant to Section 112.3144(2), F.S., public officers and employees required to file the CE Form 6F – Final Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests with the Commission on Ethics must file electronically through the electronic filing system.

Rulemaking Authority Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.31446, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144(5) FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-19, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-23, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.009 Amended Filing Using the CE Form 6X.

(1) At any time after submitting the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests, a person may amend his or her original disclosure filing to add to or modify the information originally reported. Filers shall complete an amended filing through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in Section 112.31446, F.S., which will allow them to access and complete the disclosure filing identified in the system as the CE Form 6X – Amendment to the Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests. The instructions for completing the Amendment to the Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests (4/2024), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16536, are incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.
(2) If the amendment is the subject of a complaint filed against the reporting person, the Commission shall consider the timing of the amendment as a mitigating factor, as provided in Section 112.3144, F.S.
(3) For the purpose of reporting income on a CE Form 6X – Amendment to Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests, the filer may submit a federal income tax return, provided he or she includes all attachments and schedules associated with the federal income tax return.
Rulemaking Authority Art. II,, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144, 112.31446, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented Art. II,, Section 8, Fla. Const., 112.3144(7) FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.010 A Guide to the Sunshine Amendment and Code of Ethics for Public Officers, Candidates and Employees.

Rulemaking Authority 120.53(1)(b) FS. Law Implemented 120.53(1)(b), 112.3143, 112.3145, 112.3147, 112.230, 112.322(2)(a), 112.324 FS. History–New 4-11-76, Amended 2-23-77, Formerly 34-8.10, Repealed 9-21-77.

34-8.011 Penalties for Late Filing.

(1) Upon determining that a CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests has not been filed by the due date, Commission staff shall send a notice by email notifying the delinquent person of the failure to timely file, and shall redeliver the notice on a weekly basis by email as long as the person remains delinquent.

(2) Upon determining that the Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests has been filed after the due date or that the maximum fine has accrued, Commission staff shall send a notice by email notifying the filer of the amount of the payment due for the accrued fine, and of the filer’s right to appeal or dispute the fine as provided in Rule 34-8.015, F.A.C.

(3) The fine shall be $25.00 per day for each late day, up to a maximum of $1,500.00. Commission staff shall determine the amount of the fine due, once electronic filing goes active, based upon when the CE Form 6 – Full and Public Disclosure of Financial Interests was submitted through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in Section 112.31446, F.S.
(4) The fine must be paid within 30 days after the notice of payment due is transmitted, unless appeal is made to the Commission as provided in Rule 34-8.015, F.A.C. Commission staff shall deposit all fine moneys into the General Revenue Fund.

(5) Where a fine is not appealed, or is appealed but is not waived, the Commission will, following entry of its final order pursuant to Rule 34-8.015, F.A.C., attempt to determine whether the individual owing such fine currently serves as a public officer or employee. If the individual owing the fine is a public officer or employee, the Commission may notify the Chief Financial Officer or the governing body of the appropriate county, municipality, or special district of the total amount of the fine and request salary withholding to recover the fine.
(6) If payment of the fine cannot be obtained through salary withholding and the fine remains unpaid for more than 60 days, the Commission may refer the unpaid fine to the appropriate collection agency, as directed by the Chief Financial Officer, to utilize any collection methods provided by law.

(7) If the individual owing the fine is no longer a public officer or employee, or if the Commission is unable to determine whether the individual is a public officer or employee, the Commission may, six months after the order becomes final, seek garnishment of any wages to satisfy any unpaid portion of the fine.
Rulemaking Authority 112.3144, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3144, 112.31455 FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 10-12-15, 1-1-22, 1-1-24.
34-8.015 Appeal of Statutory Fines: Hearings, Unusual Circumstances.

(1) A person who chooses to appeal or dispute a fine imposed in accordance with Section 112.3144, F.S., shall file with the Commission a notice of appeal within 30 days of the date the notice of payment due is transmitted, setting out with specificity the unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file by the due date. The notice of appeal may be accompanied by any documentation or evidence supporting the claim, but must be received by the Commission no later than 30 days after the date the notice of payment due is transmitted.

(2) Failure to timely file a notice of appeal as described herein shall constitute a waiver of any such entitlement. A final order of waiver shall be promptly entered by the chair of the Commission.

(3) A person who seeks a hearing before the Commission shall include in the notice of appeal a separate request for hearing. If no request for hearing is included in the notice of appeal, the Commission’s determination shall be based on the notice and any supporting information and shall be final agency action. If a separate request for hearing is included in the notice, notice of hearing shall be provided and the Commission’s determination after hearing shall be final agency action. Failure to appear in accordance with the notice of hearing shall constitute a waiver of such entitlement, and the Commission shall dispose of the case on the written record before it.

(4) “Unusual circumstances” means uncommon, rare or sudden events over which the reporting individual had no control and which directly result in the failure to act in accordance with the filing requirements. Circumstances which allow for time in which to take those steps necessary to assure compliance with the filing requirements shall be deemed not to constitute unusual circumstances.

Rulemaking Authority 112.3144, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3144 FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 10-12-15.
34-8.202 General Rules for Filing the CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests.

(1) A person who was a local officer as defined in Section 112.3145, F.S., except for those local officers specified in Section 112.3144(1)(d), F.S., on December 31st of a year must file by July 1 of the following year a statement of financial interests on the form prescribed by the Commission, CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests. A statement of financial interests means completing, through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in s. 112.31446, a disclosure filing, identified in the system as the CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests. The instructions for completing the Statement of Financial Interests (4/2024), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16538, are incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us.
(2) A person who was a state officer or a specified state employee as defined in Section 112.3145, F.S., on December 31st of a year must file electronically with the Commission by July 1 of the following year a statement of financial interests , as defined in and pursuant to the instructions, incorporated by reference in subsection 34-8.202(1), F.A.C., except that candidates who, pursuant to law, are required to file a statement of financial interests must electronically complete the filing prior to or at the time they qualify as candidates
(3) A person who assumes a public position defined in Section 112.3145, F.S., as a state officer, specified state employee, or local officer must file electronically within 30 days of taking that position a statement of financial , as defined in and pursuant to the instructions incorporated by reference in subsection 34-8.202(1), F.A.C., provided that any person whose appointment is subject to confirmation by the Senate shall electronically file prior to confirmation hearings or within 30 days from the date of appointment, whichever comes first. The disclosure statement of a state officer or specified state employee must be filed with the Commission.

(4) If the due date prescribed by statute for a filing under subsection (1), (2), or (3), above, falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S., then the due date shall be extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S.

(5) Pursuant to s. 112.3145(2)(e), Florida Statutes, local officers, state officers, and specified state employees required to file the statement of financial interests with the Commission on Ethics must file electronically through the electronic filing system. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.

(6) When submitting qualifying papers, an incumbent in an elective office or a candidate holding another position subject to the annual filing requirement may submit a copy of the CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests filed with the Commission, or a verification or receipt of the filing, with the officer before whome he or she qualifies. Candidates not subject to an annual filing requirement must use the electronic filing system to complete and print a CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests to be submitted to the officer before whom he or she qualifies.
Rulemaking Authority 112.3145, 112.31445, 112.31446, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3145, 112.312(10) FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-19, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-23, 1-1-24, 4-11-24. 
34-8.208 Final Filing Using the CE Form 1F.

(1) Each person who is required to file a statement of financial interests (CE Form 1) shall, within 60 days of leaving his or her public position, complete and submit through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in s. 112.31446 a final statement covering the period between January 1 of the year in which the person leaves and his or her last day in the position, unless he or she takes another position within that 60 day period which requires filing either a statement of financial interests or full and public disclosure covering that disclosure period.

(2) The final filing shall be identified in the system as the CE Form 1F – Final Statement of Financial Interests. The instructions for completing the Final Statement of Financial Interests (1/2024), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15818, are incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.
(3) Pursuant to s. 112.3145(2)(e), Florida Statutes, local officers, state officers, and specified state employees required to file the CE Form 1F – Final Statement of Financial Interests must file electronically through the electronic filing system.
(4) If the due date for a final filing falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S., then the due date shall be extended to the next day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday designated in Section 110.117, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 112.3145, 112.31446, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3145 FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-19, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-23, 1-1-24.
34-8.209 Amended Filing Using the CE Form 1X.

(1) At any time after submitting the CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests, a person may amend his or her original disclosure filing to add to or modify the information originally reported. Filers shall complete an amended filing through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in s. 112.31446, Florida Statutes, which will allow them to access and complete the disclosure filing identified in the system as the CE Form 1X – Amendment to Statement of Financial Interests. The instructions for completing the Amendment to Statement of Financial Interests (4/2024) http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16540, is incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained without cost from the Florida Commission on Ethics, P.O. Drawer 15709, Tallahassee, Florida 32317-5709, and may also be downloaded from the Commission’s website: www.ethics.state.fl.us. The filer may include attachments or other supporting documentation when filing a disclosure.
(2) Amendments received before September 1 of the year in which disclosure is due shall be treated as the original filing. If an amendment is received after September 1 and the subject of a complaint filed against the reporting person, the Commission shall consider the timing of the amendment as a mitigating factor, as provided in Section 112.3145, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 112.3145(13), 112.31446, 112.3147, 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3145(9) FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 1-19-11, 1-1-12, 1-1-13, 1-1-14, 1-1-15, 1-1-16, 1-1-17, 1-1-18, 1-1-20, 1-1-21, 1-1-22, 1-1-24, 4-11-24.
34-8.210 Penalties for Late Filing.

(1) Upon determining that a CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests has not been filed by the due date, Commission staff shall send a notice by U.S. Mail notifying the delinquent person of the failure to timely file, and shall redeliver the notice on a weekly basis by email as long as the person remains delinquent.
(2) Upon determining that the Statement of Financial Interests has been filed after the due date or that the maximum fine has accrued, Commission staff shall send a notice by email notifying the filer of the amount of the payment due for the accrued fine, and of the filer's right to appeal or dispute the fine as provided in Rule 34-8.215, F.A.C.
(3) The fine shall be $25 per day for each late day, up to a maximum of $1,500. Commission staff shall determine the amount of the fine due based upon when the CE Form 1 – Statement of Financial Interests was submitted through the electronic filing system created and maintained by the Commission as provided in s. 112.31446, F.S.
(4) The fine must be paid within 30 days after the notice of payment due is transmitted, unless appeal is made to the Commission as provided in Rule 34-8.215, F.A.C. Commission staff shall deposit all fine moneys into the General Revenue Fund.

(5) Where a fine is not appealed, or is appealed but is not waived, the Commission will, following entry of its final order pursuant to Rule 34-8.215, F.A.C., attempt to determine whether the individual owing such fine currently serves as a public officer or employee.

(a) If the individual owing the fine is a public officer or employee, the Commission may notify the Chief Financial Officer or the governing body of the appropriate county, municipality, or special district of the total amount of the fine and request salary withholding to recover the fine.

(6) If payment of the fine cannot be obtained through salary withholding and the fine remains unpaid for more than 60 days, the Commission may refer the unpaid fine to the appropriate collection agency, as directed by the Chief Financial Officer, to utilize any collection methods provided by law.

(7) If the individual owing the fine is no longer a public officer or employee, or if the Commission is unable to determine whether the individual is a public officer or employee, the Commission may, six months after the order becomes final, seek garnishment of any wages to satisfy any unpaid portion of the fine.
Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3145, 112.31455 FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 10-12-15, 1-1-24.
34-8.215 Appeal of Statutory Fines: Hearings, Unusual Circumstances.

(1) A person who chooses to appeal or dispute a fine imposed in accordance with Section 112.3145, F.S., shall file with the Commission a notice of appeal within 30 days of the date the notice of payment due is transmitted, setting out with specificity the unusual circumstances surrounding the failure to file by the due date. The notice of appeal may be accompanied by any documentation or evidence supporting the claim, but must be received by the Commission no later than 30 days after the date the notice of payment due is transmitted.

(2) Failure to timely file a notice of appeal as described herein shall constitute a waiver of any such entitlement. A final order of waiver shall be promptly entered by the Commission.

(3) A person desiring a hearing before the Commission shall include in the notice of appeal a separate request for hearing. If no request for hearing is included in the notice of appeal, the Commission’s determination shall be based on the notice and any supporting information and shall be final agency action. If a separate request for hearing is included in the notice, notice of hearing shall be provided and the Commission’s determination after hearing shall be final agency action. Failure to appear in accordance with the notice of hearing shall constitute a waiver of such entitlement, and the Commission shall dispose of the case on the written record before it.

(4) “Unusual circumstances” means uncommon, rare or sudden events over which the reporting individual had no control and which directly result in the failure to act in accordance with the filing requirements. Circumstances which allow for time in which to take those steps necessary to assure compliance with the filing requirements shall be deemed not to constitute unusual circumstances.

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9) FS. Law Implemented 112.3145 FS. History–New 11-7-01, Amended 10-12-15.
