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34-16.001 Scope and Applicability of Chapter.
The Rules in this Chapter 34-16, F.A.C., shall govern the procedures for reasonable opportunities for members of the public to be heard during public meetings of the Florida Commission on Ethics under Section 286.0114(4), F.S. On the effective date of this chapter, the rules of procedure of this chapter shall govern public opportunity to be heard at public meetings of the Commission. These rules do not apply to quasi-judicial actions of the Commission, including adoption of advisory opinions and action on complaints. These rules do not apply to Commission rulemaking proceedings pursuant to Chapter 120, F.S., which contain separate procedures for public comment. All individuals who request an opportunity to speak at a public Commission meeting will be allowed to speak within the guidelines provided in this rule chapter. 

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9), 286.0114 FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 286.0114 FS. History–New 10-29-13.

34-16.002 Amount of Time for Individual Members of the Public to Address the Commission.
During a public meeting of the Commission, each speaker will be allowed to speak for up to three minutes. The Chair may impose a cumulative time limit for all public comment on any specific agenda item. A Commission staff member will keep time for each speaker and inform the Chair when the speaker’s time has expired. The Commission may use such timing devices as may be practicable to ensure that time limits are observed.

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9), 286.0114 FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 286.0114 FS. History–New 10-29-13.

34-16.003 Procedure for Group Representative to Address the Commission.
The Chair will, where appropriate, encourage members of an organization to defer their time to a representative of their organization to speak on their behalf. At any Commission meeting during which a large number of individuals wish to speak, the Chair may require any group, faction, or organization to select a representative to speak on behalf of that group, faction, or organization. The Chair will ask speakers to refrain from repeating comments made by individual members of the public who have previously spoken.

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9), 286.0114 FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 286.0114 FS. History–New 10-29-13.

34-16.004 Procedure for Informing Commission of Individual’s Desire to be Heard or to Indicate Designation of a Representative Speaker.
A member of the Commission staff will manage a list of individuals who wish to speak during a Commission meeting. The list will indicate the speaker’s name and address; the name of the speaker’s organization, if any; whether the speaker wishes to be heard through a representative; the item about which the speaker wishes to comment; and whether the speaker supports, opposes, or remains neutral as to a proposition. 

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9), 286.0114 FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 286.0114 FS. History–New 10-29-13.

34-16.005 Designation of Specified Time Period for Public Comment.
During a public meeting of the Commission, public comment, if any, will be heard immediately after the staff presentation, if any, on the matter. 

Rulemaking Authority 112.322(9), 286.0114 FS. Law Implemented Art. II, Section 8, Fla. Const., 286.0114 FS. History–New 10-29-13.

