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2A-9.001 Definitions.
(1) “Administrative Fees” means monies from the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund, which are appropriated by the Department for the administration and management of the trust fund and crime stoppers grants.

(2) “Advance Payment” means an advance of up to three months of anticipated expenses for program start-up, which may not exceed one quarter of the grant total. Subsequent payment shall be based on reimbursement of monthly expenditures as reported by the official member. Settlement of an advance payment shall begin during the last quarter, or when 75% of the budget has been utilized, whichever occurs first.

(3) “Allowable cost” means only those costs that have been submitted and approved by the Department.

(4) “Authorizing officials” means the person(s) who has the authority or is empowered by a crime stoppers organization or a unit of local government to enter into a legally binding contract to facilitate a grant in aid from the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund.
(5) “Community event” means a location and time that can be reasonably anticipated to be attended or frequented by community residents.

(6) “Court costs/assessment collection” means deposits which are made by each county into the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund by the clerks of the courts during the 12-month period between March 1 of any calendar year and ending February 28 of the following calendar year, pursuant to Section 938.06, F.S.
(7) “Crime Stoppers Organization” means a private, 501(c)(3) corporation, which meets all requirements of the Department and the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers to be an official member.
(8) “Department” means the Department of Legal Affairs, Office of the Attorney General.

(9) “EGrants management system” means the online system utilized by the Office of the Attorney General which is designed to aid the management of the overall grant documentation process and is found at the following address: https://egrants.myfloridalegal.com. Access to the EGrants management system for the purpose of these rules is restricted to official members. Access can be requested through the EGrants management system or by contacting the Office of the Attorney General, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, by telephone at (850)414-3360.
(10) “Financial consequences” are as described pursuant to Section 215.971, F.S.

(11) “Fiscal and programmatic accountability review” means a review of a grant recipient’s records to monitor compliance with the terms and conditions of the grant agreement.

(12) “Florida Association of Crime Stoppers” means the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers, Incorporated, a Florida Corporation of which all crime stoppers organizations who receive funds must be members in good standing.

(13) “Grant period” means the time during which grants shall commence and end during the 12-month period beginning July 1 of one calendar year and ending June 30 of the following calendar year.

(14) “Official member” means each crime stoppers organization who is a member in good standing with the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers for the grant period, is registered as a state of Florida non-profit organization, and is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as being tax exempt under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(15) “Member in Good Standing” means official members who meet the requirements of membership as determined by the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers.

(16) “Promotional materials” means items of tangible personal property that are given away, or otherwise distributed, to the public to increase public awareness of, and to educate the public about, a particular crime stoppers organization, as authorized by Section 16.555(5)(c), F.S.
(17) “Recipient” is as defined in Section 215.97, F.S.

(18) “Unused funds” pursuant to Section 16.555(6)(c), F.S., means the total of all unencumbered monies remaining in the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund on the last day of the fiscal year, except for monies collected as a result of financial consequences.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 1-17-18.
2A-9.002 Grant Eligibility.

(1) Grants will only be awarded to official members, who have been provided a letter of agreement, or similar document, from the Board of County Commissioners for the county for which the grant is requested, unless the county has separately applied for the grant. Only one official member is eligible for support within any county and only one grant may be active per county at any one time.
(a) The Florida Association of Crime Stoppers must submit to the Department by May 1 of each year a list of the crime stoppers organizations which are in good standing.

(b) Within 10 days of determining same the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers shall provide to the Department in writing the name of any organization which is no longer in good standing.

(c) A crime stoppers organization, who receives a grant from the trust fund, shall inform the Department within 10 days should it lose its standing as a Florida non-profit organization, is no longer recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as being a tax exempt organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or loses its status as a member in good standing. 

(d) Crime stoppers organizations that have had the letter of agreement, or similar document, revoked by their Board of County Commissioners shall immediately inform the Department of same.

(e) If a crime stoppers organization is determined by the Department to no longer be an official member, then the Department shall notify the crime stoppers organization within 5 working days by certified mail that reimbursements will not be processed for payment until the Department has been notified that the crime stoppers organization is in good standing with the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers, has had their letter of agreement, or similar document reinstated by the Board of County Commissioners, has regained its standing as a Florida non-profit organization, and is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as being a tax exempt organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as applicable.

(f) Expenditures incurred during the time period in which the crime stoppers organization is not determined to be an official member or are acting without the specific authorization of their Board of County Commissioners shall be deemed ineligible for reimbursement.

(2) Crime stoppers organizations applying for grant funding, as a part of their application, must submit a letter of agreement, or similar, from the county which gives the crime stoppers organization the authority as its “agent” for the purpose of applying for, receiving, and expending Crime Stoppers Trust Fund monies. The letter of agreement will remain in effect for no more than three years.
(3) If the county elects to apply for grant funding instead of granting authority to the crime stoppers organization, then the following shall apply:

(a) The county must be served by an official member.

(b) The county must submit a letter with their application that states that the grant funding will only be used to support Crime Stoppers and their crime fighting programs.

(4) Only one crime stoppers organization per county shall be eligible to receive funding from the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund.
(5) A single crime stoppers organization may serve multiple counties with appropriate letters of agreement from each county that authorizes same to serve as the official member for that county.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 8-20-18.

2A-9.003 Grant Application.

(1) Grants will be awarded by the Department on an annual basis, subject to the availability of funds and the spending authority granted the Department by the Legislature, and shall be distributed pursuant to Section 16.555(5)(b), F.S.

(2) The amount of funding available for a crime stoppers organization or a county will be determined by the Department based upon all monies deposited pursuant to Section 938.06, F.S., available unused funds, the Department’s spending authority, and monies collected pursuant to financial consequences.

(3) The Department shall provide all known official members the following no later than April 1st of each calendar year:

(a) The Total funds available to each county for current year grant applications; and,
(b) All applicable grant related forms and documentation.

(4) All applicable application forms, supporting document requirements, and instructions are available by contacting the Office of the Attorney General, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, by telephone at (850)414-3360, or by logging into the EGrants management system.
(5) Applications will be accepted by the Office of the Attorney General through the EGrants management system beginning April 1st through the close of business on April 30th. Applications must include:
(a) The original, fully completed and signed form CSA-1, entitled “Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund Grant Application,” effective July 2017. The application form is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06124. The following information must be provided:

1. Name of Agency or Organization and contact information including name, mailing address, phone number, and email address, if any,
2. Federal Identification Number,
3. County or counties served,
4. Total budget request,
5. Name and contact information for program director, authorizing official, financial officer, and members of the board of directors,
6. Mission Statement,
7. Agencies with which the organization will coordinate its services,
8. Demographics of area served including population, crime rate per county served, total media outlets, law enforcement agencies, number and types of schools and public transportation entities; and,
9. Detailed explanation of line item budget requests with narratives describing how the requests are reasonable, allowable, and necessary.

(b) Letter of Agreement(s), or similar document, from the county board of county commissioners they serve authorizing the organization to apply, receive and expend grant funds. The letter of agreement will remain in effect for no more than three years.

(c) Documentation that the organization is an official member of the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers, Inc., in good standing, unless the information is submitted by the association.

(d) If a county is the applicant, a letter from the crime stoppers organization serving the county, which must be renewed and resubmitted every three years.

(e) Job descriptions and minimum qualifications for all proposed Crime Stoppers Trust Fund-funded personnel or contract labor.

(f) Copies of any office or other types of leases.

(6) Applications will be reviewed by the Department to determine if the conditions prescribed in the application have been satisfied and are in compliance with Section 216.3475, F.S.

(7) The Department will notify the applicant through the EGrants management system of the date that the applicant’s grant application is considered complete and acceptable. The Department will have 30 business days from the date of the acceptance of the complete grant application to provide the applicant with a contract for execution.
(8) Grants will be awarded annually by the Department, who may approve any portion of a grant budget up to the total amount requested. Approval of a grant application is subject to:

(a) Availability of funds;

(b) An applicant’s performance and compliance with the terms and conditions of a current or prior year grant agreement; 

(c) A completed cost/price analysis which is based upon the line item being reasonable, allowable, and necessary; and,
(d) A limit of one grant award for each county within a judicial circuit per year that meets the requirements of the grant evaluation procedure.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 1-17-18.

2A-9.004 Funding Requirements.

(1) All deliverables must be funded in whole or in part with grant funds.
(2) A minimum of 50 percent of the total grant funds must be allocated to the budget category of Rewards and Public Education with no more than 15% of the total grant funds being designated for the purchase of promotional materials.

(a) Budget line items associated with rewards shall include, but are not limited to, rewards to tipsters, costs of tip lines, costs for answering services, software to disseminate tips and law enforcement coordinator’s cell phone.

(b) Budget line items associated with public education shall include, but are not limited to, re-enactments, billboards, brochures, bus-wraps, electronic media, program public awareness, and promotional materials. 

(3) Operating Expenses shall include, but are not limited to:

(a) Budget line items relating to general office expenses, educational purposes, travel, and equipment.

(b) Budget line items associated with the payment of dues are for the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers, Southeastern Crime Stoppers Association and Crime Stoppers U.S.A. Requests for reimbursement of dues for another organization will be reviewed by the Department for approval, which will be based upon the organization’s connection with Crime Stoppers and furtherance of its crime fighting goals. 

(c) Budget line items associated specifically with travel must adhere to guidelines established in the Department Travel policy.

(d) Travel outside of the continental United States is prohibited.

(4) Up to a maximum of 30 percent of the total grant funds may be designated allocated to the budget category of Salary and Benefits. Funds shall only be eligible for use for civilians employed by a crime stoppers organization, law enforcement personnel serving in the capacity of “law enforcement coordinator” and/or civilian support staff employed by the law enforcement agencies whose regularly scheduled duties are dedicated to the crime stoppers organization.

(a) Salary and benefits funding shall not include, on-call time, performance bonuses, special detail pay, stand-by or call-back time.

(b) Only that percentage of time dedicated to the crime stoppers organization shall be funded.

(c) Those unused Salary and Benefits funds, with the approval of the Department, may be used in the Operating Expense, or Rewards and Public Education categories.

(d) Governmental employees’ holiday pay shall be calculated pursuant to the holiday pay policy set by the employee’s governmental agency. Non-governmental employees are eligible to be paid for State of Florida recognized holidays at a rate calculated at 1.5 times their regular hourly rate.
(5) At the end of each grant period, unexpended advance payments and other unused funds shall be returned to the department to be re-deposited into the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund.
(6) Payment must be made and services must be provided before reimbursement by the Department can be made.
(7) Mission critical expenses can be paid upon express written approval of the Department, by one Official Member for another, upon written request and provided that:

(a) The program seeking to make payment has sufficient funds available in the appropriate budget category;

(b) The program seeking to receive payment has exhausted all alternative payment options; and,

(c) The expense is not included in the budget category of Salary and Benefits.
(8) Notwithstanding the above, an Official Member, upon written request and with express written approval of the Department, can pay all allowable expenses associated with a single criminal act out of funds previously awarded, provided that:

(a) The criminal act at issue to the request creates an unexpected and substantial increase in expenses which could not have been anticipated in the Official Member’s budget request;

(b) The Official Member has sufficient funds available in their current total grant award; and,

(c) The Official Member documents and separately reports those allowable expenses directly related to the crime at issue to the request.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 2-7-17, 5-16-17, 1-17-18, 8-20-18, 4-17-22.

2A-9.005 General Requirements.

(1) All grant recipients are required to coordinate with appropriate governmental agencies to support and enhance efforts to train the public in crime prevention methods and in personal safety principles, especially for citizens who live in, work at, or frequent locations having high crime rates. No trust funds can be used to supplement or replace another agency’s existing budget.
(2) Budget amendment requests for transfers between funded line items within the same budget category will be given priority status by the Department and will be reviewed for approval within 3 business days of receipt of the written request for same.
(3) All other requests to amend the agreement must be submitted in writing to the Department for approval prior to implementing the request. The Department will respond to such requests within (30) days of receipt.

(4) Budget amendments must be approved in writing by the Department prior to the expenditure or any adjustments between previously approved budget categories and/or line items.
(5) If a grant recipient incurs expenditures prior to the contract period of any grant year or prior to the date when the agreement has been signed by all parties those expenditures will be deemed ineligible for reimbursement.

(6) In no instance may any funds from the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund be used for lobbying.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15.

2A-9.006 Programmatic and Reimbursement Requirements.

(1) Expenditures must be in compliance with contractual obligations, all applicable Florida Statutes, rules and guidelines, and provisions of the Florida Administrative code, and cannot be for the following:

(a) Subcontract for any service;

(b) Lobbying;

(c) Memorabilia;

(d) Food;

(e) Decorative items;

(f) Refreshments;

(g) Uniforms or uniform accessories

(h) Awards for contests;

(i) Vehicles;

(j) Mileage for rental vehicles, mileage for grant-funded vehicles, personal mileage, or commute mileage;

(k) Car rentals exceeding state guidelines;

(l) Confidential informant fees;

(m) Performance bonuses, Christmas bonuses, special detail pay, stand-by or call-back pay, or unused sick or annual leave;

(n) Private security guard services;

(o) Car or hand-held radios;

(p) Standard supplies for law enforcement officers;

(q) Magazine subscriptions;

(r) Finance charges such as late payment fees, bank overdraft fees, or credit card fees;

(s) Office renovation;

(t) Fund raising, including any application fee to any Agency for solicitation/fundraising, or

(u) Legal fees.
(2) The following documentation is required, as applicable:

(a) Invoice, which must include, as applicable:

1. Description of item(s) or services purchased,
2. Period of performance,
3. Quantity; and,
4. Proof that the purchase was made in the grant year for which reimbursement is sought.

(b) Method of payment:

1. Copy of a bank statement with included debit transactions,
2. A copy of the cleared check, or
3. Receipts for cash payments by the organization.
(c) Written quotes;
(d) Board Minutes indicating approval for any expenses that have been completed applicable to the current grant year application;

(e) Reimbursements for advertising an organization’s tip line, text-a-tip, or web address must include sufficient proof that services were received and that the advertisement included an appropriate Department acknowledgement;

(3) Sufficient funds must remain in the line item associated with the expenditure for which reimbursement is sought prior to purchase or payment and the expenditure must be detailed in the approved budget narrative;

(4) Performance must have taken place within the same grant year as the expenditure; with the exception of maintenance agreements, software license agreements, subscriptions and annual advance payments on annual agreements which are $1,800 or less;
(5) All promotional and advertising materials purchased using grant funds are required to be printed with “Pd by CSTF.”

(6) Person approving payment must have appropriate authority to authorize same; and,
(7) The following requirements also apply to reward reimbursements:

(a) The tipster’s identity must remain anonymous and unknown to the organization and law enforcement. The Department will not approve reimbursements for rewards where the tipster’s identity is known;

(b) The tip must be processed in such a way as to protect the anonymity of the tipster, and the tip must be made through the organization’s anonymous tip line, text-a-tip, website, or other Department approved method;

(c) The Department will not approve reimbursements for rewards paid to confidential informants pursuant to Section 914.28(2)(a), F.S.;

(d) The tip must lead to an arrest, arrest warrant or recovery of stolen property or drugs. Recovered property does not include guns turned into law enforcement pursuant to a gun buy-back program. Documentation in the form of a law enforcement report, arrest affidavit, arrest warrant or other certified statement from law enforcement documenting the arrest, issuance of an arrest warrant or recovery of stolen property or drugs must be kept by the organization and must be available at any time upon request of the Department;

(e) The tip must be approved by the organization’s board of directors or reward committee prior to payment to the tipster. Any payment made more than 120 days after approval by the board of directors or reward committee must be re-approved prior to payment to the tipster;

(f) Except for rewards associated with a crime pursuant to subsection 2A-9.004(7), F.A.C., the request for reimbursement for the payment of a tip must be less than or equal to $5,000.00 for all crimes; except for reimbursement request for tips for homicide crimes which may be up to $9,500;

(g) The organization must provide the Department or its agent all appropriate documentation and unique tip numbers required to document all steps from receipt of the tip through payment of the reward; and,
(h) The organization must provide the Department, or its agent, documentation that indicates the reward was made available to the tipster within 10 days from the date of the board’s approval or 10 days from the date the tipster has re-contacted the organization.
(8) Form CSA-2, entitled “Attachment B Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund Programmatic and Reporting Requirements,” revised 7/2017, which is available at http://www.fcpti.com, and is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06125. The following forms are included, and are available in the EGrants Management System or at http://www.fcpti.com:

(a) Form CSA-2.1, entitled “Reimbursement Request/Expenditure Report,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06126.

(b) Form CSA-2.1A1, entitled “Operating Expenses – Invoice Tracking Form,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06127.

(c) Form CSA-2.1A3, entitled “Public Education – Invoice Tracking Form,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06129.

(d) Form CSA-2.1B, entitled “OAG Tip Report,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06130.

(e) Form CSA-2.1C, entitled “Salaried Employees Invoice Tracking,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06131.

(f) Form CSA-2.1D, entitled “Project Specific Timesheet,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06132.

(g) Form CSA-2.1E, entitled “Daily Vehicle Use Log,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06133.

(h) Form CSA-2.1F, entitled “Property Inventory Report,” revised 02/2021, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13077.

(i) Form CSA-2.2, entitled “Budget Modification,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06135.

(j) Form CSA-2.3, entitled “Program Modification Request,” revised 8/2015, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06136.

(k) Form CSA-2.4, entitled “Crime Stoppers Monthly Performance Report,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-08773.
(9) Additional forms:

(a) Form CSA-3, entitled “Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund Advance Payment Request Invoice,” revised 8/2015, is available at http://www.fcpti.com, and is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06139.

(b) Form CSA-4, entitled “Postage Log,” revised 8/2015, is available at http://www.fcpti.com, and is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06140.

(c) Form CSA-5, entitled “OAG Event Reporting Form,” revised 8/2015, is available at http://www.fcpti.com, and is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06141.

(d) Form CSA-6, entitled “Attachment C- Crime Stoppers Trust Fund Monthly Performance Report – Deliverables,” revised 7/2017, is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-08774.
(e) Form CSA-7, entitled “CRST Audit – Programmatic and Fiscal Review,” revised 07/2017, is available within the EGrants Management System and is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-08775.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 2-7-17, 5-16-17, 1-17-18, 6-22-20, 11-24-20, 5-18-21.

2A-9.007 Unused Funds.

(1) A discretionary grant may be awarded to a crime stoppers organization from unused funds if available, if the discretionary grant does not exceed the Department’s spending authority, and if the grant is approved for the following purposes:

(a) To initiate a campaign to form a crime stoppers organization in a county where a crime stoppers organization does not exist;
(b) To enhance a crime fighting effort to target a specific criminal element as a statewide initiative, or
(c) To initiate statewide training pertaining to crime fighting programs which support Crime Stoppers, law enforcement personnel, and/or the general public, or
(d) To support an Official Member and its crime fighting programs, by supplementing their existing award for unanticipated allowable expenses, and to allow for an increased award amount, for a single criminal act which creates an unexpected and substantial increase in expenses which could not have been anticipated by the Official Member.
(2) Unused funds shall be used for the coordination with appropriate governmental agencies to support and enhance efforts to train the public in crime prevention methods and in personal safety principles, especially for citizens who live in, work at, or frequent locations having high crime rates.

Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 5-16-17.
2A-9.008 Crime Watch Programs.

(1) Pursuant to a resolution of the district school board, and from the funding available pursuant to subsection 2A-9.003(2), F.A.C., a County may award a grant to fund a student crime watch program pursuant to Section 1006.07(3), F.S.

(2) A student crime watch program is a program established and approved by resolution of the district school board:

(a) To promote responsibility among students;

(b) To improve school safety; and

(c) To allow students and the community to anonymously relay information concerning unsafe and potentially harmful, dangerous, violent, or criminal activities, or the threat of these activities, to appropriate public safety agencies and school officials. 

Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06, 1006.07(3) FS. History‒New 8-20-18.
