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20-62.001 Fruit Processed without Delay.

Fruit received at processing plants or outlying storage bins shall be inspected upon arrival and processed directly and without unreasonable delay.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.53 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.01.

20-62.002 Inspection for Wholesomeness.

The inspection for wholesomeness of fruit for processing shall be made only by an authorized state inspector as set forth in subsection 20-61.013(1), F.A.C. Representative samples may be drawn from each lot of fruit offered for processing. Wholesome fruit for processing shall consist of fruit free from rot, decay, sponginess, unsoundness, leakage, staleness, or other conditions showing physical defects of the fruit.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.53, 601.54(1) FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(1), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.02.

20-62.003 Required Grading and Facilities.

(1) All processing plants shall properly grade each lot of fruit to meet the requirements of wholesomeness, before attempting to process the fruit. The primary grading shall be achieved using roller-type grading belts, which shall be of sufficient size and length to allow removal of unwholesome fruit and manned by competent graders at all times when fruit is received for storage or processing.

(2) When transferring fruit from storage bins to the extractor, a secondary grading shall be required if the fruit has remained in storage bins for more than 24 hours. The processor must provide records disclosing the time and date of all fruit being placed in and removed from bins, and additional records shall document that the secondary grading belts were manned with competent graders and the hours of operation for examination by inspectors if fruit is held in bins for more than 24 hours. This shall not apply to fruit conveyed by belt from adjacent packinghouses, if the fruit was properly graded prior to reaching the conveyor.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.24 FS. Law Implemented 601.11, 601.24, 601.53 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(1),(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.03, Amended 1-24-19.

20-62.004 Regrading Fruit.

(1) A lot found by the inspector to contain unwholesome fruit may be regraded by the owner or his agent, for reinspection of that portion to be processed, provided:

(2) Lots of fruit containing three percent or less decay, or fifteen percent or less otherwise unwholesome fruit may, after proper grading be stored in the bins, or without grading be removed from the premises at the option of the processor or the owner.

(3) Lots of fruit containing more than three percent decay, or more than fifteen percent otherwise unwholesome fruit shall, when properly regraded, be stored in the bins. Should the processor elect not to accept the fruit, or after attempting to grade the fruit finds it impractical and discontinues unloading, it shall be the responsibility of the owner to separate the unwholesome and wholesome fruit prior to removing the fruit from the processor’s premises except upon a clearance signed by the inspector authorizing removal to a more suitable place for grading. After the lot has been regraded, it may be re-offered for processing provided it is unloaded in the presence of a state inspector. Failure of the owner to properly regrade the lot of fruit may subject it to seizure and destruction.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.54 FS. Law Implemented 601.53, 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.54 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(1), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.04.

20-62.005 Allowable Tolerances.

(1) To allow for variations incident to proper grading and handling, a tolerance of ten percent by count, including two percent decay, shall be permitted for unwholesome fruit in lots or loads to be placed in storage bins.

(2) The inspector shall immediately notify the processor of any bin found to contain unwholesome fruit in excess of the tolerance permitted, and such fruit shall then be run, or sealed to be run, in the presence of the inspector, at a time designated by the processor.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.11, 601.54 FS. Law Implemented 601.10(7), 601.53, 601.54 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(3), (4), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.05.

20-62.006 Destruction of Fruit.

Any fruit in or at a processing plant found to be unwholesome or decomposed so as to be unfit for processing purposes shall be destroyed at the expense of the owner, under the personal supervision of the inspector.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.44 FS. Law Implemented 601.44, 601.53, 601.54 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(4), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.06.

20-62.007 Definitions.

For purposes of this rule:

(1) Rot and decay means internal decomposition, but does not include external decomposition not extending into the fruit segments.

(2) Sponginess means the fruit is decidedly puffy, flabby, wilted, or showing internal breakdown.

(3) Unsoundness and staleness means any condition which very seriously affects the edible quality of the fruit. Old drops shall be considered stale.

(4) Leakage means that the fruit has punctures or cuts extending into the fruit segments.

(5) Fruit shall be deemed unwholesome for processing purposes when it contains seed sprouts which seriously affect the flavor.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(7), 601.54 FS. Law Implemented 601.54 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(5), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.07.

20-62.008 Prosecution of Violations.

Every processor shall provide the inspector access to records necessary to identify the seller of any fruit for processing purposes found to be unwholesome.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.701(1) FS. Law Implemented 601.53, 601.69(9), 601.701 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.25(7), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-62.08.
