CHAPTER 20-42

REGISTRATION AND USE OF BRANDS OR TRADEMARKS ON FRESH CITRUS FRUIT

20-42.001
Registration

20-42.002
Change of Registration (Repealed)
20-42.003
Different Grade

20-42.004
Purging of Registration List

20-42.001 Registration.

(1) Prior to use of brands or trademarks to represent Florida or U.S. grades on fresh citrus fruit, or their containers, such brands or trademarks shall be properly registered with the Department of Citrus. Requests for such registration shall be made in writing to the Department of Citrus. Evidence of registration, bearing the seal of the Department of Citrus, shall be furnished the citrus fruit dealer requesting registration and the Division of Fruit and Vegetable Inspection.

(2) A brand or trademark may only be so registered by one party. Such registration does not establish a proprietary right or guaranty of exclusivity for the person obtaining registration and the Department of Citrus assumes no liability in connection with such registration.

(3) A brand or trademark similar to one already registered may be given separate registration if there is a sufficiently distinguishable difference between the two to reasonably assure that separate registration will not result in deception or undue confusion. Brands or trademarks sharing a basic common term or name which is modified for each respective brand or trademark by a supplemental term or name may be registered separately.

Rulemaking Authority 601.45 FS. Law Implemented 601.45 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.06(1), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-42.01, Amended 7-12-92.

20-42.002 Change of Registration.
Rulemaking Authority 601.45 FS. Law Implemented 601.45 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.06(2), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-42.02, Repealed 6-24-18.

20-42.003 Different Grade.

(1) Brands or trademarks registered to represent a specific grade shall not be used on any fruit of a lower grade, but may be used on containers of fruit of a higher grade.

(2) Regardless of registration, when citrus fruit is designated and certified under a coloration classification of a given grade, the coloration classification such as “Bright,” “Golden,” “Bronze,” or “Russett,” must be stamped in a conspicuous manner on each container in the same location as the brand or trademark, or in the case of bags, on the bag insert or the tag attached to the bag.

Rulemaking Authority 601.45 FS. Law Implemented 601.45 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.06(3), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-42.03, Amended 8-9-95.

20-42.004 Purging of Registration List.

At any time, by written inquiry mailed to the registrant’s last indicated address, the Department may request verification by the registrant that registered brands or trademarks are actively being used or registrant desires such registration to continue. If no response is received from such inquiry, the Department will, via mail as above, notify registrant that the brand or trademark will be removed from official registration unless the registrant notifies the Department to the contrary within fifteen days from the date of such notice.

Rulemaking Authority 601.45 FS. Law Implemented 601.45 FS. History–Formerly 105-1.06(4), Amended 1-1-75, Formerly 20-42.04.
