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20-2.001 Name, Dealer and Number Designation on Vehicles.

(1) Except as provided in subsection (3), any truck, tractor, trailer or other motor vehicle hauling citrus fruit in bulk or in unclosed containers for commercial purposes on the highways of this State shall be marked with the following information:

(a) Name of firm, corporation or person owning or operating same.

(b) If vehicle is owned by a licensed citrus fruit dealer, the words “Licensed Citrus Fruit Dealer” shall appear under the name of the owner except on the rear of a flatbed semitrailer or similar truck trailer.

(c) All hauling units must be assigned a number and this number be designated in immediate conjunction with the information required in paragrahs (a) and (b). Any number may be used, but no two units of a single owner or operator shall bear the same number.

(2) Such information shall be marked on vehicles in the following manner:

(a) The information required in subsection (1) must be permanently affixed on both sides of the vehicle, or the rear end and front end of each vehicle, except that when vehicles are leased for a period of not more than 30 days, it is sufficient if the designations are clearly legible but affixed by temporary means.

(b) When two or more units are used in the operation of hauling, each of said units must be marked in compliance with all requirements of this section.

(c) All letters and numbers must be in a bold typeface and not less than 3 inches in height except that lettering on flatbed semitrailers shall not be less than 1-1/2'' inches in height on the rear end of the trailer. The type shall be in distinct contrast by color and design so as to be conspicuous and legible. An example of a 3''-inch bold typeface that would comply with the provisions of this rule is as follows:

E

(3) This section shall not apply to vehicles hauling fruit from the farm or grove by the producer of such fruit in his own vehicle to market or place of first commercial handling unless such producer is also a licensed citrus fruit dealer.

Rulemaking Authority 601.731(1) FS. Law Implemented 601.731(1) FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(1), 20-2.01, Amended 1-3-89, 6-15-92.

20-2.002 Form of Required Trip Ticket.

The documentation required to be in possession of anyone operating a motor vehicle hauling citrus fruit in bulk or in unclosed containers for commercial purposes on the highways of this State shall be either:

(1) Numbered in sequence and in a form approved by the Division of Fruit and Vegetable Inspection; or

(2) For organic citrus fruit, numbered in sequence and in a form approved and issued by the Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Fruit & Vegetables. Such form shall contain the following statement in bold type in a conspicuous place: “IN ADDITION TO THE PENALTIES PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 601, F.S., ANY PERSON WHO MAKES A FALSE STATEMENT OR WHO KNOWINGLY SELLS OR LABELS A PRODUCT AS ORGANIC IN VIOLATION OF THE FEDERAL ORGANIC FOODS PRODUCTION ACT AND/OR USDA NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO A FEDERAL PENALTY OF UP TO $10,000 PER VIOLATION.”
Rulemaking Authority 601.731(2) FS. Law Implemented 601.731(2) FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(2), 20-2.02, Amended 4-22-03.

20-2.003 Trip Ticket Required for Each Load of Citrus Fruit.

(1) Each trip ticket shall be made out in triplicate with one copy given to the grower, or dealer if acquired from a dealer, one copy retained by the harvester and one copy to be delivered to the scale operator or receiver at the load destination. If the harvester so elects, the trip ticket may be made out in quadruplicate and one copy shall be delivered to the State inspector at the receiving plant.

(2) The trip ticket portion of the form shall be completely filled in prior to the hauling of any citrus fruit for commercial purposes on the highways of this State. If a quadruplicate form is used, the harvester may omit the grower’s name from the copy delivered to the scale operator or receiver at the load destination and substitute a grower code designation; provided that the same code designation and the grower’s name shall appear on the other three copies.

(3) If fruit in a load is made up of lots from more than one grove, a separate trip ticket should be prepared for each grove from which the fruit was picked and a copy of each trip ticket shall accompany the load to its destination.

(4) If all the fruit in a load did not come from a single grove but was mixed at a packinghouse or at an intermediate handler’s loading bin, then a single trip ticket may accompany the load from the packinghouse or intermediate handler’s loading bin to its next point of destination. In this event, the top half of the ticket should reflect either:

(a) The name of each individual grower, grove and grove location from which the fruit came, or

(b) The words “mixed load” on the appropriate lines.

(5) For all “mixed loads, “the citrus fruit dealer doing the mixing shall be responsible for having in his records a completed trip ticket for each portion of the load so mixed showing all information required for transporting the fruit from the grove to the location where it was mixed.

(6) Prior to hauling any organic citrus fruit for commercial purposes on the highways of this State, an organic trip ticket shall be completed in quadruplicate.

(a) The trip ticket shall indicate the USDA accredited certifying agent name, organic certificate number, grove owner’s name, name of the handler, trailer number, driver’s name and such other information as deemed necessary.

(b) No organic fruit shall be commingled with non organic fruit in a mixed load.

(c) Each load made up of lots from more than one grove shall be accompanied by organic trip tickets from each respective grove.

(d) One copy of the trip ticket shall be given to the grower, one copy retained by harvester/handler, one copy delivered to the Florida Department of Agriculture, Division of Fruit & Vegetables and one copy delivered to the scale operator.

(e) The trip ticket shall be completed prior to the hauling of citrus fruit on the highways of this state.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.69, 601.731(2) FS. Law Implemented 601.731(2) FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(2), 20-2.03, Amended 4-22-03.

20-2.0031 Standardized Reporting of Fruit Quantity.

(1) All trip tickets shall indicate fruit quantity expressed in terms of standard field boxes as defined by Section 601.86, F.S.

(2) For purposes of trip ticket reporting the volume equivalent of field boxes of citrus fruit shall be as provided in Rule 20-2.0032, F.A.C.

(3) Fruit quantity as indicated on trip tickets may be used as a unit of trade in the sale of citrus fruit whenever buyer and seller mutually agree.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11, 601.69 FS. Law Implemented 601.69 FS. History–New 6-27-89, Amended 8-1-90.

20-2.0032 Containers to be Standardized and Marked With Capacity.

(1) Whenever fruit is bought and sold for use in the primary channel of trade in fresh form, and where such fruit is purchased using the standard packed field box as a unit of trade, containers used in the harvesting and handling of such fruit shall be standardized for sizes and limited to the following sizes: 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5 box equivalents.

(2)(a) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 11 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 47,700 cubic inches plus either 1-1/2'' inches of vertical headspace, or 2,610'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(b) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 10 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 43,500'' cubic inches plus either 1-1/2'' inches of vertical headspace, or 2,610'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(c) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 9 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 39,300 plus either 1'' inch of vertical head space or 1,950'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(d) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 8 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity shall not exceed 35,200'' cubic inches plus either 1'' inch of vertical headspace, or 1,950'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(e) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 7 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 30,900'' cubic inches plus either 1'' inch of vertical headspace, or 1,950'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(f) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 6 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 27,000'' cubic inches plus either 1'' inch of vertical headspace, or 1,950'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(g) Where a container is represented as having a capacity equivalent to 5 field boxes, the filled volumetric capacity of same shall not exceed 23,100'' cubic inches plus either 3/4'' inch of vertical headspace, or 1,300'' cubic inches, whichever is less.

(3) All such containers shall be conspicuously and permanently marked with the applicable standard field box equivalent in numerals at least one inch in height and width:

Example: “11 Box”, “10 Box”, “9 Box”, “8 Box”, “7 Box”, “6 Box”, “5 Box”

(4) If any pallet box container is determined to contain more cubic inches than provided in paragraphs (2)(a) through (g) when the container volume plus the headspace volume have been added together for a specific container size, and which is less than the volume of the next larger container size without any headspace, such containers shall be conspicuously and permanently marked as the next size larger container in letters at least one inch in height and in width.

(5) Except as provided in subsection (6), for purposes of this section, in measuring all containers in order to determine the capacity in terms of cubic inches, the interior measurements shall be used. However, adjustment shall be made for any interior structures which diminish usable capacity.

(6) Containers which have excessive bulge when filled, or containers which are configured in ways that make geometric measurement difficult or impractical, may be measured for compliance purposes using either of the following methods:

(a) Volumetric capacity shall be computed by filling the container with water. The net weight of the water shall be converted to cubic inches of space according to the following formulae: 1 gallon of water = 8.33 pounds = 231 cubic inches, or cubic inches of space = 27.731 x (lbs. of water); or

(b) Compliance with subsection (2) may be determined through the use of official standard containers provided by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and a determination of equivalent volumetric capacity using a visual comparison between the filled official standard 11, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6 and 5 box containers and the container being measured. Such official standard containers shall be provided by FDACS and shall be made available to persons wishing to use same as measuring units under reasonable terms and conditions.

Example: Fruit is filled evenly to the top of a 10 box FDACS standard container. The same fruit and volume of fruit must fit into the container being measured in the same manner, with similar packing technique and no crushing of fruit. If fruit dumped from the official 10 box standard container under fills the container being measured, the container being measured cannot be marked “10 box, “but must be marked to reflect a larger capacity.

1. Such official standard containers shall have a base with inside dimensions which measure 42'' inches x 42'' inches and shall contain four corner posts which shall each have a cross-sectional area containing 6.125'' square inches and shall measure 3.50'' inches for each of the two sides forming the right angle and an hypotenuse which measures 4.95'' inches.

2. The inside height specifications, including headspace shall be as follows:

11 box 28.91

10 box 26.50

9 box 23.59

8 box 21.17

7 box 18.76

6 box 16.52

5 box 14.03

3. The dimensions provided in subparagraph 1. and 2. are for the purpose of providing for official standard container and are not mandatory dimensions for other containers.

(c) If a container complies with the provisions of this section by geometric measurement or by either of the methods described in this paragraph, such container shall be determined to be properly marked as to volumetric capacity.

(7) Fruit quantity reported on trip tickets as required in Rule 20-2.0031, F.A.C., shall be calculated using the number of field boxes represented by the marked container, unless the actual number of field boxes or weight of the fruit is known and can be established by competent proof.

(8) No citrus fruit dealer shall harvest or handle citrus fruit off the premises of a registered packing house, unless such fruit is handled in containers marked in accordance with this section.

(9) In the case of all standard containers, headspace may be filled in accordance with industry practice to permit settling of fruit in transit and to prevent damage during stacking.

(10) In any compliance determination a +/ – 1.5% tolerance shall be applied to the standard volumetric capacity, thus allowing for the natural flexing and stretching of container materials.

(11)(a) Although every container described in this section is required to comply with the provisions contained herein, in the enforcement of these rules the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services shall be permitted to conduct a compliance inspection. An inspector may select containers at random in a sample lot designated by the inspector for testing. Sample lot shall not exceed 5% of the containers in question. In any event, the number of sample units tested shall be not less than 5% of the units contained in the sample lot, and at the discretion of the Department, this number may be increased. The sample lot may be deemed to fail if 15% of the containers tested are found to not meet the provisions of this section.

(b) Citrus fruit dealers must make all containers in active use accessible for sampling and testing upon reasonable request by the inspector. Failure to make containers accessible for inspection shall be sufficient cause to seize containers or postpone the inspection of fruit contained in such containers.

(12) Any person, including growers and container manufacturers, having reasonable cause, may request the FDACS to test and certify the volumetric capacity of any container for compliance under this section. The FDACS may charge a reasonable fee for this service based upon actual cost to the FDACS.

(13) Citrus fruit dealers purchasing new containers after October 1, 1994, shall be required to obtain from the manufacturer a letter of certification as to their volumetric capacity.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.11, 601.69 FS. Law Implemented 601.69 FS. History–New 8-1-90, Amended 12-13-92, 6-23-94, 10-23-94.

20-2.004 Record of Drivers’ Names, Etc.

Every licensed citrus fruit dealer transporting citrus fruit on the highways shall keep as a permanent part of his records a list of the names, addresses, and drivers’ license numbers of all persons in his employ who drive vehicles used to transport fruit.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.69(9) FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(3), 20-2.04.

20-2.005 Record of Fruit Received.

Every citrus fruit dealer receiving delivery of fruit shall keep, as a part of his records, for a period of not less than two years, that copy of the trip ticket designated in Rule 20-2.002, F.A.C., delivered with each load of citrus fruit received. The receiving dealer shall be responsible for completing the receiving plant information portion of the trip ticket delivered to him; or, as an alternative, such information may be shown on the scale ticket, provided that the number appearing in the top right hand corner of the trip ticket is copied onto the matching scale ticket and the trip ticket and scale ticket are firmly fastened together.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.69 FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(4), 20-2.05, Amended 10-11-92.

20-2.006 Acceptance of Fruit without Trip Ticket Prohibited.

No citrus fruit dealer shall accept any citrus fruit unless a copy of the trip ticket designated in Rule 20-2.002, F.A.C., is delivered to him at the time he accepts delivery.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7) FS. Law Implemented 601.69, 601.731(2) FS. History–New 1-1-75, Formerly 105-1.16(4), 20-2.06.

20-2.007 Bond Disclaimer on Producer Contracts.

All written contracts executed after August 1, 1988, between citrus fruit dealers and producers shall bear the following statement in a prominent place on the contract: A BOND OR CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT POSTED WITH THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES DOES NOT NECESSARILY INSURE FULL PAYMENT OF CLAIMS FOR ANY NONPERFORMANCE UNDER THIS CONTRACT.

Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), (7), 601.61 FS. Law Implemented 601.61 FS. History–New 8-2-88.
