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15A-3.001 Proof of Future Financial Responsibility; Upon Conviction.

A person whose driver’s license has been revoked pursuant to Section 322.26 or 322.27, F.S., who does not own a motor vehicle, shall not be required to show proof of future financial responsibility under Section 324.072, F.S., until such time as the person is eligible for reinstatement and as a condition precedent to the issuance of a driver license, or acquires the ownership of a motor vehicle, whichever occurs first.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.072 FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.01, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.002 Application for Hearing, Procedure.

Any person coming within the purview of Chapter 324, F.S., whose driver’s license or registration and tag may be subject to suspension shall, upon written request to the Department in Tallahassee, Florida, be entitled to an administrative hearing. Upon receipt of a written request for a hearing the Department shall fix the time and place of the hearing and give written notice thereof to the applicant at least fifteen (15) days prior to the date fixed for the hearing, notice thereof to be effective upon mailing.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.051(2)(a) FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.02, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.003 Stay of Order of Suspension.

Receipt of an application for a hearing by the Department shall automatically defer the entry of any order of suspension pending hearing and final determination by the Department and for an additional thirty (30) days thereafter to permit compliance with Chapter 324, F.S., in the event of an adverse ruling by the Department.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.051(2)(a) FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.03, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.004 Conduct of Hearing.

(1) The scope of the hearing shall be limited to a determination of whether or not the applicant or the applicant’s motor vehicle was involved in the accident, whether or not there is a probability of a civil judgment being rendered against the applicant for damages as a result of the accident, or whether or not the applicant is otherwise exempt from the provisions of Chapter 324, F.S.

(2) The hearing shall be held at the office of the Department handling the affairs of the Department for the county in which the applicant resides, or at a location reasonably adjacent thereto.

(3) All hearings shall be open to the public.

(4) The Department shall allow any party to the hearing to appear in person and with counsel, to be present during the giving of all evidence, to have a reasonable opportunity to inspect all documentary and other evidence and to examine and cross-examine witnesses, to present supporting evidence, and to have subpoenas issued by the Department to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of evidence. Subpoenas duly executed over the seal and signature of the head of the department, or authorized agent, shall be tendered any applicant or the applicant’s counsel upon request therefor fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing, and it shall thereafter be the duty of the applicant or the applicant’s counsel to complete the subpoena and provide for its service upon the witness designated in the manner required by law. The applicant shall bear any expense of witnesses summoned at the request of the applicant.

(5) The rules of evidence applicable to administrative hearings shall be observed, and any party may invoke the rule relating to the exclusion of witnesses.

(6) The Department shall by stenographic or mechanical means accurately record the testimony and the proceedings. A transcript shall be made and furnished the applicant, upon request, at such charge therefor to be paid in advance per Section 322.20, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.051(2)(a), 322.20 FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.04, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.005 SR-22 Filings, Original Policy.

(1) Within fifteen working days from the receipt of application and payment of premium or deposit, the insurer shall make a financial responsibility filing of a certification of liability insurance form (SR-22) which the insurer shall provide, (Revised 06-71).

(2) This form (SR-22) shall be printed in a multiform pack of six snap-out copies. The original (pink) and duplicate copy (pink) must be filed with the Department for its internal use. File the triplicate copy (blue) with the original and duplicate only if a receipt acknowledgment from the Department is desired. The remaining three copies (all pink) are intended to be used as follows: the quadruplicate copy for attachment to the insured’s policy, the quintuplicate copy for the file of the agent or producer of record, and the sextuplicate copy for the insurer’s file.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.091(2) FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.05, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.006 Identification Cards.
(1) For renewals and new policies issued after June 1, 2014, proof that personal injury protection benefits and property damage liability insurance have been purchased when required under Sections 627.733 and 324.022, F.S., shall be made by the applicant at the time of registration of any motor vehicle owned as defined in Section 627.732, F.S. Insurers shall furnish uniform proof of insurance in paper or electronic formats as prescribed by the Department. Such proof of insurance shall also indicate the existence of any bodily injury liability insurance voluntarily purchased.

(2) The required paper or electronically-formatted proof of insurance must be provided for all policies issued or renewed with personal injury protection/property damage liability and bodily injury liability. Such proof of insurance shall indicate the vehicle year, make and VIN number of up to two insured vehicles per proof. No more than two vehicles may be shown on a single proof of insurance when the policy covers more than two vehicles but less than 25. When more than 25 vehicles are insured under any policy, the term “Fleet Coverage” must be indicated. Proof of insurance must be furnished on renewal policies at least annually thereafter.

(3) New proof of insurance shall be provided whenever there is a change in the required information. Electronically-formatted proof of insurance requires the same information as the paper proof of insurance.

(a) Specifications for paper or electronic proof of insurance are as follows:

1. Size: 3 1/2 inches x 2 1/4 inches, if paper card is issued.
2. Color: Optional

3. Information:
a. Header – Florida Automobile Insurance Identification Card.
b. Company Number: Numeric Florida identification number of the insurance company (not group).

c. Company Name: Insurer’s full legal company name or group name provided on the insurance policy.

d. Named Insured: First and last name(s) of the insured as indicated on the policy.

e. Policy Type: Must include an indicator of the type of coverage provided: personal injury protection/property damage liability, bodily injury liability.
f. Policy Number: Alphanumeric assigned policy number, self-insurance license, or contract number.

g. Effective Date: Numeric policy effective date, date the terms and conditions of the policy commence (special characters allowed). Effective date must include month, day and year.

h. Vehicle Identification Number (VIN):

(i) Vehicle(s) Year and Make (not to exceed two vehicles per proof of insurance)
(ii) Fleet Coverage (more than twenty five vehicles insured)

i. Not valid more than one year from effective date.

j. Warning of violation of Section 316.646, F.S., must be present on all I.D. cards, “Misrepresentation of insurance is a first degree misdemeanor.”

	FLORIDA AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE IDENTIFICATION CARD

	(NAME OF INSURANCE COMPANY OR GROUP)

	POLICY NUMBER/FLORIDA CODE NO.: __________
	EFFECTIVE DATE _____________

	___ PERSONAL INJURY
	___ BODILY INJURY

	        PROTECTION BENEFITS/
	LIABILITY

	        PROPERTY DAMAGE
	

	        LIABILITY
	

	NAMED INSURED
	

	YEAR, MAKE AND VIN NUMBER, OR FLEET COVERAGE
	

	(IF MORE THAN TWENTY-FIVE VEHICLES INSURED)
	

	NOT VALID FOR MORE THAN ONE YEAR FROM EFFECTIVE DATE
	


(b) Items a. through i. must be formatted as shown in the exhibit above. Item i. must be printed across the bottom of the proof of insurance.

(4) Additional information may be added to the front side of the proof of insurance but not above the required information other than sub-subparagraph (3)(a)3.i. The reverse side of any foldover, which is part of the paper proof of insurance may also be used for additional information. Warning of violation (sub-subparagraph (3)(a)3.j.) may be printed on the reverse side of a paper proof of insurance.

Rulemaking Authority 316.646(5), 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 316.646(1), 320.02(5), 324.022, 627.733 FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.06, Amended 12-11-89, 3-25-93, 2-3-14.
15A-3.007 Policy Verification.

Pursuant to Section 320.02(5), F.S., owners of motor vehicles defined in Section 627.732, F.S. must provide proof of personal injury protection benefits and property damage liability insurance when registering their vehicle for use on the public highways. The Motor Vehicle Insurance Reform Act of 1988 requires the Department to adopt rules and regulations to implement those laws. The Department shall check to see that each owner of a vehicle coming under the act is covered by personal injury protection benefits and property damage liability insurance as required under Sections 627.733 and 324.022, F.S. The Department shall check accident reports to see that each owner of a vehicle subject to the act is protected by personal injury protection benefits and property damage liability insurance.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.031, 627.733, 320.02(5), 324.151 FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.07, Amended 12-11-89, 3-25-93.

15A-3.008 Notice of Cancellation or Termination.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.031, 627.733, 320.0(4), 627.734 FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.08, Repealed 8-5-12.
15A-3.009 Insurance Binders for the Purpose of Vehicle Registration.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.021, 324.031, 320.02(5) FS. History–New 5-23-78, Formerly 15A-3.09, Amended 12-11-89, 3-25-93, Repealed 8-5-12.
15A-3.011 Self-Insurance.

(1) Persons desiring to qualify as a self-insurer must meet the following requirements:

(a) A natural person with private passenger vehicles shall possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $40,000.

(b) A person, including any firm, partnership, association, corporation, or other person, other than a natural person, shall:

1. Possess a net unencumbered worth of at least $40,000 for the first motor vehicle and $20,000 for each additional motor vehicle; or

2. Maintain sufficient net worth to be determined as follows: at least $40,000 net unencumbered worth for the first motor vehicle and an amount less than the $20,000 for each additional motor vehicle provided such self-insurer provides the Department an excess insurance policy in the amount of $25,000, $50,000 or $100,000 combined single limits, for each covered vehicle. The amount of net unencumbered worth to be maintained for each additional vehicle will be formulated annually by the Department from the “Manual of Financial Responsibility Rates,” (Revised 05-89, and hereby incorporated by reference), prepared by the Department of Insurance, based upon actuarial data from property and casualty insurance companies, provided by the Department of Insurance to the Department.

(c) The owner of a commercial motor vehicle as defined in Section 207.002(2), F.S., may qualify as a self-insured in the amounts listed below in accordance with the provisions of Section 324.171(1)(b)2., F.S.



Minimum Liability Insurance


Gross Vehicle Weight
Required Per Occurrence

Category I.
26,000-34,999 pounds
$50,000

Category II.
35,000-43,999 pounds
$100,000

Category III.
44,000 pounds or more
$300,000

Category IV.
Vehicles subject to United States Department of Transportation Insurance
$750,000 (Minimum Federal Levels)


Regulations


1. The owner of a commercial motor vehicle in order to qualify as a self-insured shall furnish the Department a certified copy of a financial statement (balance sheet indicating assets and liabilities) showing an unencumbered net worth for either of the options listed below.

a. If no excess insurance is provided:

(I) $50,000 for the first vehicle in Category I., and $20,000 for each vehicle thereafter.

(II) $100,000 for the first vehicle in Category II., and $20,000 for each vehicle thereafter.

(III) $300,000 for the first vehicle in Category III., and $20,000 for each vehicle thereafter.

(IV) $750,000 for the first vehicle in Category IV., and $20,000 for each vehicle thereafter.

b. If proof of excess insurance is provided, the self-insurer must maintain    *    net unencumbered worth for the first motor vehicle plus an additional amount of net unencumbered worth for each additional vehicle, such amount to be formulated annually by the Department from the “Manual of Financial Responsibility Rates” prepared by the Department of Insurance, based upon actuarial data from property and casualty insurance companies. In determining the amount required for each additional vehicle, the Department shall take into consideration excess insurance coverage, if such coverage is maintained by the applicant.

*Utilizing the figures of $50,000, $100,000, $300,000 or $750,000 whichever is applicable to the weight of the applicant’s vehicles.

(2) A certificate of self-insurance will be issued upon written request stating the name and address of the applicant along with a description of the vehicles to be insured, a financial statement showing net unencumbered worth as stated above and proof of excess insurance where applicable. Certificates of self-insurance are: Certificate of Self-Insurance (natural person), HSMV-74750, Revised 5/91; Certificate of Self-Insurance (without PIP coverage), HSMV-74753, Revised 3/87; Certificate of Self-Insurance (with PIP coverage), HSMV-74754, Revised 3/87, are hereby incorporated by reference.

(3) A certificate of self-insurance is valid for a period of one year from the effective date of the certificate.

(4) Not less than 30 days prior to the expiration date of the certificate, the Department shall request a financial statement specifying the net unencumbered worth of the self-insurance holder and an insurance update specifying excess coverage for the self-insurance holder for the purpose of renewing the certificate.

(5) Financial statements of unencumbered net worth submitted to the Department for the purpose of qualifying as a self-insurance holder may not include any property which is not owned or titled in the name of the self-insuring entity.

(6) The actuarial data from the “Manual of Financial Responsibility Rates” prepared by the Department of Insurance will be subject to change each year, based upon the price and availability of insurance coverage. The Department will advise the certificate holder not less than 30 days prior to renewal, or other non-natural person interested in becoming self-insured, of the necessary requirements for a firm, partnership, association, corporation or other persons, other than a natural person, to continue or to begin participating in the self-insurance program.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.171, 207.002(2), 627.7415 FS. History–New 1-27-87, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.012 Notice of Cancellation, Renewal or Nonrenewal and Notice of Issuance.

Florida authorized or eligible motor vehicle liability insurers delivering or issuing for delivery coverage which provides personal injury protection and property damage liability shall report to the Department in the manner specified in the Procedures Manual for Implementation of the Motor Vehicle Insurance Reform Act of 1988, hereby incorporated by reference. A copy of the manual can be obtained from the Division of Administrative Services, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.

Rulemaking Authority 627.736(9)(a) FS. Law Implemented 627.7275, 627.736(9)(a) FS. History–New 3-27-89, Amended 3-25-93.

15A-3.013 Reports of Accidents, Suspension of Licenses and Registrations.

Any motor vehicle accident which results in death or personal injury, which involves a violation of willfully leaving the scene of an accident pursuant to Section 316.027(2) or 316.061(1), F.S., or which involves a violation of driving under the influence pursuant to Section 316.193, F.S., shall be reported to the Department by the investigating law enforcement officer. The investigating officer may, in the officer’s discretion, report any accident which requires a wrecker to remove a vehicle from the scene of the accident. Accidents meeting these reporting requirements shall be on a form specified in Section 316.068, F.S. A minimum of 30 days after receipt of an accident report meeting these conditions, the Department shall take action to suspend the driver license of each resident operator and all registrations of the owner of the vehicles, whether or not involved in the reported accident. In the case of a nonresident owner or operator, the Department shall take action to suspend the nonresident’s operating privilege in this state. Suspension shall be effected 30 days after due notice and opportunity to be heard if not found by the Department to be exempt from the operation of this chapter based upon evidence furnished to the Department pursuant to exceptions set forth in Section 324.051(2)(b), F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.051 FS. History–New 3-25-93.

15A-3.014 Security Deposited with the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles.

Security deposited pursuant to the provisions of Section 324.051(2)(a)4., F.S., with respect to claims for injuries to persons or properties resulting from an accident occurring prior to such deposit, shall be in the form and amount determined by the Department which, in its judgment, will be sufficient to compensate for all injuries arising out of such accident, but in no case shall the amount be greater than the limits as specified in Section 324.021(7), F.S.

(1) Security required to be deposited based on properties damaged as a result of a motor vehicle accident is based upon the estimate of damage made by the investigating officer at the time of the accident. This amount is adjustable upon receipt of documentary evidence furnished the Department to indicate a greater or lesser amount of property damage. Such evidence may be in the form of estimates of repair from body repair shops, loss reports, or subrogation reports from fire and casualty insurance companies.

(2) Security required to be deposited based on bodily injury to persons are based upon insurance actuarial amounts.

(a) Fatalities, either at the time of the accident upon arrival of the investigating officer, or within a twelve month period as a result of the accident: $10,000 per person per accident.

(b) Incapacitating injury, visible signs of injury as bleeding wounds, distorted bodily members, or had to be carried from the scene of the accident: $1,000 per person per accident.

(c) Nonincapacitating injury indicated by visible signs of injury such as bruises, abrasions, swelling, or limping: $300 per person per accident.

(d) Possible injury, no visible sign of injury, but complaint of pain or momentary unconsciousness: $100 per person per accident.

(3) Security deposit amount required-reduction thereof. The Department shall have the administrative authority to decrease the amount of security required in order to comply with the provisions of Section 324.051(2)(a)4., F.S., based upon evidential proof provided the Department. Evidential proof may be in the form of a returned letter mailed certified, return receipt requested, to the party giving a release pursuant to Section 324.051(2)(a)3., F.S. The letter must be returned to the originator intact and unopened, marked by the United States Postal Service as “No Such Address” or “No Forwarding Address.” The security amount for property damage shall not be reduced to less than $250 and bodily injury to persons shall not be reduced to less than $100.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.061 FS. History–New 3-25-93.

15A-3.015 Reinstatement Fees.

Any operator or owner whose driver’s license or registration has been suspended pursuant to Section 627.733 or 316.646, F.S., may effect its reinstatement upon compliance with the requirements of this section and upon payment to the Department of a nonrefundable reinstatement fee of $150, $250 or $500 pursuant to Section 627.733(7), F.S. Only one such reinstatement fee shall be paid by any one person irrespective of the number of licenses and registrations to be then reinstated or issued to such person depending upon the reason and under which statute suspension was issued. Any operator or owner whose driver’s license or registration has been suspended pursuant to Section 324.051(2), 324.072, 324.081 or 324.121, F.S., may effect its reinstatement upon compliance with the provisions of Section 324.051(2)(a)3., 4. or 5. or 324.081(3) or (4), F.S., as the case may be, and with one of the provisions of Section 324.031, F.S., and upon payment to the Department of a nonrefundable reinstatement fee in the amount of fifteen ($15) dollars. Only one such reinstatement fee shall be paid by any one person irrespective of the number of licenses and registrations to be then reinstated or issued to such person depending upon the reason and under which statute suspension was issued. When the reinstatement of any driver’s license or motor vehicle registration is effected by compliance with Section 324.051(2)(a)3., 4. or 5., 324.072, 324.081(3) or (4), 324.121, 627.733 or 316.646, F.S., the Department shall not renew the license or registration within a period of three years from such reinstatement, nor shall any other license or registration be issued in the name of such person, unless the person continues to comply with one of the provisions of Section 324.031 or 627.733, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.071, 627.733, 316.646, 324.051 FS. History–New 3-25-93.

15A-3.016 Vehicle License Plate Seizure.

Effective October 1, 1989, law enforcement officers are authorized to seize vehicle license plates pursuant to Sections 324.201 and 627.733(7), F.S., requires that one-third of the driver license reinstatement fee shall be distributed to the local government entity or state agency that employed the officer who seized a license plate under the authority of Section 324.201, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 324.042 FS. Law Implemented 324.201, 627.733 FS. History–New 3-25-93.
