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17-60.001 Purpose.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29, 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 330.29, 330.30, 330.35 FS. History–New 11-23-72, Amended 1-8-85, Formerly 14-60.01, Amended 12-26-95, Repealed 2-11-97.

17-60.002 Definitions.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29, 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 330.27, 330.29 FS. History–New 11-23-72, Amended 4-18-76, 11-19-81, 1-8-85, Formerly 14-60.02, Amended 12-26-95, Repealed 2-11-97.

14-60.003 Purpose, Definitions, and Designation of Signature Authority.

(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule chapter is to promote safe civil aviation by eliminating hazards; to provide airfield standards for airports; to provide standards for airport marking and lighting; to license and register airports, pursuant to the licensing and registration requirements of Chapter 330, F.S.; and to promote flight safety by providing for airspace protection, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 333, F.S.

(2) Definitions.

(a) The definitions in Section 330.27, F.S., shall apply to this rule chapter.

(b) For purposes of this rule chapter the following additional terms are defined:

1. “Aeronautics” means transportation by aircraft; the operation, construction, repair, or maintenance of aircraft, aircraft power plants and accessories, including the repair, packing, and maintenance of parachutes; the design, establishment, construction, extension, operation, improvement, repair, or maintenance of airports, restricted landing areas, or other air navigation facilities, and air instruction.

2. “Airport Hazard” means any structure or tree or use of land that would exceed the federal obstruction standards and which obstructs the airspace required for the flight of aircraft in taking off, maneuvering, or landing or is otherwise hazardous to such taking off, maneuvering, or landing of aircraft and for which no person has previously obtained a permit or variance.

3. “Airport Hazard Area” means any area of land or water upon which an airport hazard might be established if not prevented.

4. “Applicant” means a person submitting an application for private or public airport site approval or public airport license.

5. “Approach Surface” means an area that surrounds and protects the landing approach area, which is longitudinally centered on the extended runway centerline and extends outward and upward from each end of the runway primary surface.

6. “Coefficient of Friction” (“Mu”) means a value that is an indicator of the resistance to motion of two moving objects or surfaces that touch.

7. “Displaced Threshold” means a point on the runway beyond the threshold to re-designate the beginning portion of the runway available for landing, although the portion of pavement preceding a displaced threshold may be available for takeoffs in either direction and landings from the opposite direction.

8. “FATO” means the designated “Final Approach and Takeoff” area for helicopter operations.

9. “IFR” means the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) established “Instrument Flight Rules,” under which aircraft operate when meteorological conditions, ceiling, and/or visibility exist that are below the minimums for flight under visual flight rules.

10. “Local Government” means a city or county and shall include political subdivisions as defined in Section 333.01(9), F.S.

11. “Non-precision Instrument Runway” means a runway having an existing or planned instrument approach procedure using air navigation facilities with only horizontal guidance or area type navigation equipment for which a straight-in non-precision instrument approach procedure has been approved.

12. “Obstruction” means any existing or proposed manmade object or object of natural growth or terrain that violates federal obstruction standards.

13. “Pavement Condition Index” (“PCI”) means a value that is an indicator of the integrity and viability of a runway surface with a focus on pavement cracking, swelling, rutting, and depressions.

14. “Precision Instrument Runway” means a runway having an existing or planned instrument approach procedure using an Instrument Landing System or a Precision Approach Radar.

15. “Primary Surface” means a surface area that surrounds and protects the landing area; the dimensions of which vary by type of landing area, weight of the landing aircraft, visibility, and the type of landing approach.

16. “Runway Safety Area” means a specified surface surrounding the runway that is prepared or suitable for reducing the risk of damage to airplanes in the event of an undershoot, overshoot, or excursion from the runway.

17. “Structure” means any object, constructed or installed by humans, including, but without limitation thereof, buildings, towers, smokestacks, utility poles, and overhead transmission lines.

18. “Threshold” means the beginning of that portion of the runway available for landing.

19. “TLOF” means the designated “Touchdown and Liftoff” area for helicopter operations.

20. “Transition Surface” means a surface area that surrounds and protects the lateral boundaries of the primary and approach surfaces, which extends outward and upward at right angles to the runway centerline and the extended runway centerline at specified ratios.

21. “Traverse Way” means any highway, roadway, waterway, railway, or other public or private surface transitway, that allows for the passage of mobile objects.

22. “Utility Runway” means a runway that is constructed for and intended to be used by propeller driven aircraft of 12,500 pounds maximum gross weight or less.

23. “VFR” means FAA established “Visual Flight Rules” under which aircraft operate when favorable meteorological conditions, ceiling, or visibility exist that are above the minimums for flight under instrument flight rules.

24. “Visual Runway” means a runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using visual approach procedures, with no planned straight-in instrument approach procedure designation.

(3) The State Aviation Manager is authorized to issue site approval orders and licenses, and to accept registrations for those airports subject to the licensing and registration requirements of Section 330.30, F.S., and to enforce the provisions of Chapter 330, F.S. Additionally, the State Aviation Manager is authorized to issue airspace obstruction permits subject to the requirements of Section 333.025, F.S., and to enforce the provisions of Chapter 333, F.S.

(4) All Department actions regarding the application for issuance, renewal, amendment, suspension, or revocation of site approval orders, and licenses and registrations shall be in accordance with Chapters 120 and 330, F.S., and this rule chapter. Additionally, all Department actions regarding the application for issuance of airspace obstruction permits shall be in accordance with Chapters 120 and 333, F.S., and this rule chapter.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29(4), 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 330.29, 330.30, 330.35, 333.065 FS. History–New 11-23-72, Amended 11-19-81, 1-8-85, Formerly 14-60.03, Amended 12-26-95, 2-11-97, 10-10-04.

17-60.004 Notice of Intent.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29(1) FS. Law Implemented 120.57, 330.29(1), 330.30(1), (4), 330.32 FS. History–New 11-23-72, Amended 4-18-76, Formerly 14-60.04, Repealed 1-8-85.

14-60.005 Airport Site Approval.

(1) Any proposed new airport requires an airport site approval order issued by the Florida Department of Transportation (Department). Site approval by the Department is required prior to the establishment of an operational airport.

(2) Issuance of a new airport site approval order shall be required by the Department, whenever:

(a) The Department has determined the airport site approval order to be invalid because the site approval application contained inaccurate data or misrepresentation of facts.

(b) The Department has revoked the airport site approval order.

(c) The license for an existing public airport has expired, without having a new license issued.

(d) The registration for an existing private airport has expired, without being re-certified.

(3) An application for airport site approval shall be made in the form and manner required by the Department. There are no monetary fees required for this airport site approval service.

(a) Public Airport. Public airport site approval applicants shall submit a Public Airport Site Approval Application, DOT Form 725-040-12, Rev. 02/04, incorporated by reference under Rule 14-60.011, F.A.C., along with all required supporting documentation, to the following: State Aviation Manager, Florida Department of Transportation, 605 Suwannee Street, MS #46, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450.

(b) Private Airport. Private airport site approval applicants shall complete an interactive internet-based registration application and certify that the information is true and correct to the best of their knowledge, using a Department electronic aviation facility data system.

(c) Temporary Airport. Temporary, public or private airport site approval applicants, due to the limitations placed on their use for a period of less than 30 days and the restriction to no more than 10 operations per day, and due to a normal short lead-time prior to the necessity for activating flight operations, shall have a site approval process with each proposal evaluated by the Department based upon the application. Applicants for a temporary, public or private airport site approval should contact the Department at the earliest opportunity to present their requirements and request a site proposal review and Department approval or disapproval.

(4) Conditions for Site Approval. The Department shall grant site approval for a proposed airport that complies with all the requirements of Section 330.30, F.S., subject to any reasonable conditions necessary to protect the public health, safety, or welfare. Such conditions shall include operations limited to VFR flight conditions, restricted approach or takeoff direction from only one end of a runway, specified air-traffic pattern layouts to help prevent mid-air collision conflict with aircraft flying at another nearby airport, airport noise abatement procedures in order to satisfy community standards, or other environmental compatibility measures.

(5) Public Airport Site Approval. Public airport site approval applications shall be accompanied by the following supporting documentation to allow the Department to make its airport site approval determination and to ensure the applicant’s satisfaction of conditions stated in subsection 14-60.005(4), F.A.C., above:

(a) Property Rights. Provide a copy of written legal confirmation of ownership, option to buy, or lease agreement for the real property that comprises the site on which the proposed airport would be located. Although adequate safety areas surrounding an airport site are important and a factor in the Department’s approval determination, the applicant is not required to hold property rights over those real property areas that would constitute runway approach surfaces.

(b) Facility Diagram. Provide a scale drawing showing the size and dimensions of the proposed facility; property rights of way and easements; lighting, power, and telephone poles; location of building(s) on property and surrounding areas; and direction, distance, and height of all structures over 25 feet within 1,000 feet of the site perimeter.

(c) Geodetic Position. Provide a copy of a U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle map or equivalent with the proposed site plotted to the nearest second of latitude and longitude.

(d) Location Map. Provide a copy of a map or sketch, at least 8.5 x 11 inches in size, showing the location of the proposed site, with respect to recognizable landmarks and access roads to the site clearly marked.

(e) Aviation Facilities. Provide a list of names and mailing addresses for adjacent airports, including a sample copy of the letter submitted as proposal notification to these airports, and attach a copy of all airport reply correspondence.

1. For a proposed airport or seaplane landing facility, list all VFR airports and heliports within five nautical miles and all IFR airports within 20 nautical miles.

2. For a proposed heliport, list all VFR airports and heliports within three nautical miles and all IFR airports within 10 nautical miles.

(f) Local Government. Provide a copy of each of the letters of notification, showing the recipient’s name and mailing address, that have been submitted to each zoning authority having jurisdiction, for the municipality and county in which the site lies or which is located within five nautical miles of the proposed airport site. The applicant shall also include a copy of all related correspondence from each city or county authority, including a statement that the proposed airport site is in compliance with local zoning requirements or that such requirements are not applicable.

(g) Adjacent Property. Provide a list of the names and mailing addresses of all real property owners within 1,000 feet of the airport site perimeter, or within 300 feet of the heliport or helistop site perimeter, including a single copy of the letter of notification submitted as notification to these adjacent real property owners, and include a copy of all real property owner correspondence in reply. If notification was provided by a local government as part of its review and approval process for the airport, provide written confirmation of the fact, in lieu of the above required submittal by the applicant.

(h) Public Notice. Provide a copy of the notice and of the letter, showing the recipient’s name and mailing address, requesting publication of notification of the proposed airport site in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the proposed airport site is located and counties within five nautical miles of the proposed airport site. If this condition has been accomplished by a local government as part of its review and approval process for the airport, provide written confirmation of the fact, in lieu of the above required submittal by the applicant.

(i) Waste Sites. Provide written confirmation that the runway(s) on the proposed airport would not be located within 5,000 feet of any solid waste management facility for a proposed airport serving only non-turbine aircraft, or within 10,000 feet of any solid waste management facility for a proposed airport serving turbine-driven aircraft.

(j) Air Traffic Pattern. Provide written confirmation, including a graphical depiction, demonstrating that safe air traffic patterns can be established for the proposed airport with all existing and approved airport sites within three miles of the proposed airport site. Provide a copy of written memorandum(s) of understanding or letter(s) of agreement, signed by each respective party, regarding air traffic pattern separation procedures between the parties representing the proposed airport and any existing airport(s) or approved airport site(s) located within three miles of the proposed site.

(k) Safety Factors. Provide written confirmation that the runway and taxiway design criteria and airport design layout of the proposed airport have appropriately taken into account consideration of the manufacturer’s performance characteristics for the type(s) of aircraft planned to be operated; the frequency and type(s) of flight operations to be anticipated; planned aviation-related or non-aviation activities on the airport; and any other safety considerations, as necessary, to help ensure the general public health, safety, and welfare of persons located on or near the airport.

(l) Security Factors. Provide written confirmation that the proposed airport site owner or lessee will take appropriate steps to help protect the general public health, safety, and welfare through secure airport operations and that they will develop and implement adequate airport security measures to safeguard airport and aviation-related assets from misappropriation or misuse in order to prevent potential loss or public endangerment.

(m) FAA Approval. Provide a copy of the notification to the FAA regarding the proposed airport site and a copy of the FAA’s airspace approval correspondence given in response.

(6) Private Airport Site Approval. Private airport site approval applications, as stated in paragraph 14-60.005(3)(b), F.A.C., above, are subject to the same requirements for approval as stated for public airport site approval applicants in paragraphs 14-60.005(5)(a)-(m), F.A.C., above. However, private airport site approval applicants are required only to respond to interactive inquiries on the specified Department private airport website. Private airport applicants are not required to submit a hard copy, written site approval application nor supporting documentation, as required of public airports. However, all private airport site approval applicants shall retain for their records all of the required documentation related to the site approval application, in order to be able to respond to any possible future local, state, or federal inquiry.

(a) The Private Airport Registration and Site Approval website (http://www.florida-aviation-database.com/) uses a series of interactive screens to provide information and receive input from private airport owners. To begin the process, general airport site approval information is provided in narrative outline form as an overview of the process, listing requirements included in paragraphs 14-60.005(5)(a)-(m), F.A.C.

(b) In keeping with the legislative requirement for controlled electronic access to the state aviation database, the Department’s site uses a “User ID” and “Password” system. New users will be required to “Create an Account” online by providing essential information: name, address, telephone number, and e-mail address. The website will respond providing an initial “User ID” and “Password” for the user to complete the site approval process.

(c) The airport site approval screen asks the user to input data related to type of facility (airport, heliport, or ultralight); proponent information (name, address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address); facility data (facility name, physical location, geographical location – latitude, longitude, and elevation, and primary type of facility use); and landing area data (runway/helipad magnetic bearing, length, width, and type of surface – paved/unpaved).

(d) The user certifies the accuracy of the information and data entered on the screen and submits the information to the Department.

(e) Approval or denial of the airport site approval application is issued by the Department via e-mail to the applicant’s e-mail address, along with an airport site approval order, if granted.

(7) Department Site Approval Process. The Department process for determining the approval or disapproval of an airport site application will vary by type of airport proposed, as follows:

(a) Department Process for Public Airports. The Department shall conduct a review and detailed audit, as necessary, of the submitted airport site approval application and all required supporting documentation for accuracy and completeness. Failure of the applicant to provide a complete application by the conclusion of this period shall result in the Department returning the application to the applicant without action. Site approval shall be granted for public airports only after the Department determines the conditions of subsection 14-60.005(4), F.A.C., above, are satisfied and only after favorable completion of a physical inspection of the proposed public airport site by Department authorized personnel.

1. Following issuance of the public airport site approval order, the Department shall place an announcement in the Florida Administrative Register. In order to allow for required administrative processing and publishing lead times, 45 days shall be allowed from the date of issuance until the effective date of the public airport site approval order.

2. From the date of publication of the Florida Administrative Register containing the public airport site approval order announcement, 21 days shall be allowed for the public to petition the Department for an administrative hearing pursuant to Section 120.57(1), F.S.

a. If a petition for administrative hearing is not filed, the public airport site approval order shall take effect 45 days after the date of its issuance.

b. If a petition for administrative hearing is filed, the public site approval order shall not take effect 45 days after the date of its issuance, but shall be held in abeyance pending the outcome of the administrative hearing. The Department will provide notification to the applicant stating that a petition has been filed and that the public airport site approval order effective date is pending the outcome of the administrative hearing.

3. Any public airport limited exclusively to the specific, reasonable conditions stated on its site approval order imposed by the Department to protect public health, safety, or welfare, shall be designated a “Limited Airport.”

(b) Department Process for Private Airports. The Department shall conduct a review and detailed audit, as necessary, of the private airport site application information, submitted via the specified electronic internet-based website. Incomplete information will preclude the Department from further processing and the applicant will be notified of application deficiencies. Site approval shall be granted for private airports only after the requirements of subsection 14-60.005(4), F.A.C., above, have been met. Physical inspection of the private airport site is not required.

1. The Department shall place an announcement in the Florida Administrative Register of the issuance of the private airport site approval order.

2. From the date of publication of the Florida Administrative Register containing the private airport site approval order announcement, 21 days shall be allowed to petition the Department for an administrative hearing pursuant to Chapter 120, F.S.

a. If a petition for administrative hearing is not filed, the private airport site approval order shall take effect 45 days after the date of its issuance.

b. If a petition for administrative hearing is filed, the private airport site approval order shall not take effect but shall be held in abeyance pending the outcome of the administrative hearing. The Department will provide notification to the applicant stating that a petition has been filed and that the private airport site approval order effective date is pending the outcome of the administrative hearing.

3.  Any private airport limited exclusively to the specific, reasonable conditions stated on its site approval order imposed by the Department to protect public health, safety, or welfare, shall be designated a “Limited Airport.”

(c) Department Process for Temporary Airports. The Department shall conduct a review and detailed audit, as necessary, of the information submitted by temporary, public or private airport applicants. Site approval shall be granted for temporary airports only after the requirements of subsection 14-60.005(4), F.A.C., above, have been met. Physical inspection of the site is not required. Additionally, due to the short lead time and duration, as well as urgent requirements often related to a temporary airport the Department will not publish announcement for public review and comment regarding its issuance of a temporary airport site approval order. Temporary airport site approval orders shall take effect concurrent with the date of issuance.

(8) Airport Site Approval Order.

(a) Issuance. The Department approval of a proposed public or private airport site shall be documented by issuance of an airport site approval order, which shall remain valid for a period of two years from its effective date and which can be extended for subsequent periods of two years, provided conditions for site approval that led to the initial approval of the site have not changed to a degree that would cause the Department to now deny a site approval. Special conditions imposed on the site approval order must be satisfied prior to airport licensing or registration.

(b) Revocation. The Department shall revoke a site approval order, if it determines:

1. That the site has been abandoned as an airport site.
2. That the site has not been developed as an airport within two years of the issuance of the site approval, unless revoked by the Department prior to expiration or development does not comply with conditions of the site approval.

3. That aircraft have operated on the site prior to airport licensing or registration, except as required for an in-flight emergency.

4. That the site is no longer usable for aviation purposes due to physical or legal changes in conditions that were the subject of the approval granted.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29(4), 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 330.29, 330.30, 333.03(2), 330.39 FS. History–New 10-29-65, Amended 7-13-71, Revised 11-23-72, Amended 7-18-73, 4-18-76, 11-19-81, 1-8-85, Formerly 14-60.05, Amended 12-26-95, 2-11-97, 10-10-04.

14-60.006 Airport Licenses and Registrations.

(1) Licensing and Registration Requirement. Except for the exemptions provided in Rule 14-60.003, F.A.C., above, or in the event of an in-flight emergency, the owner or lessee of any airport in the state of Florida shall have either an airport license or airport registration prior to the operation of aircraft at the site. Application for a license or registration shall be made in a format and manner prescribed by the Department. There are no monetary fees required for airport licensing or registration services.

(a) Public Airport. Public airports shall be licensed after the site approval is granted by the Department, including completion of the public announcement and physical airport inspection process, if the Department finds the facility to be in compliance with all requirements for the license. The license shall be subject to any conditions that are necessary to protect the public health, safety, or welfare. Such conditions shall include the requirement to remove natural growth obstructions, relocate aircraft parking sites beyond runway protective boundaries, or provide aircraft warning lights on structures in close proximity to the runway or potential ground hazards.

(b) Private Airport. Private airports shall be registered on the Private Airport Registration and Site Approval Website (http://www.florida-aviationdatabase.com) after the site approval is granted by the Department, including completion of the public announcement process, if the facility is in compliance with all requirements for registration, including self-certification by the registrant of operational and configuration data necessary to ensure compliance with Chapter 330, F.S., and this rule chapter.

1. Private airport owners who have previously received airport site approval through that process will subsequently use their “User ID” and “Password” to access the private airport registration screen available online.

2. The private airport registration screen includes information regarding the private airport: facility name, type of facility, dates related to the site approval process, dates related to the registration process (including expiration date); contact name, address, phone and fax numbers, and e-mail address; facility and runway data.

3. The user certifies the accuracy of the information and data entered on the screen and submits the information to the Department.

4. Private airport owners are encouraged to provide updates of airport and contact information at any time it occurs to ensure the Department has accurate and current information. Any update automatically renews the airport’s registration for a two-year period from the date of update and that information will be reflected on the website, including a new expiration date.

5. Information regarding the facility’s location with respect to county, latitude, longitude, and field elevation can only be updated directly by the Department in order to ensure compatibility of critical data with the FAA’s airport database. Private airport owners should contact the Department to make any changes in this facility data.

(c) Temporary Airport. Temporary public or private airports shall be initially licensed or registered, respectively, after the site approval is granted by the Department, if the Department finds that the airport will not endanger the public health, safety, or welfare and the airport meets the temporary airport requirements established by the Department.

(2) Airport Licensing. The following provisions apply to airport licensing:

(a) Each airport license shall show its effective date and expiration date, which shall be no later than one year after the effective date of the license. However, the Department is authorized to adjust the expiration date of a license to provide a maximum license period of 18 months if necessary to facilitate airport inspections, recognize seasonal operations, or improve administrative efficiency.

(b) The airport owner or lessee is responsible for requesting annual renewal of the airport license, coordinating an airport inspection, and correcting any airport deficiencies in sufficient time in advance to preclude license expiration. Written renewal requests shall be submitted to the Airport Inspection and Safety Manager at the address above in paragraph 14-60.005(3)(a), F.A.C., by the public airport owner, lessee, or manager at least 90 days prior to the license expiration date.

(c) The Department or its authorized representative will coordinate with the airport owner, lessee, or manager to establish a date and time for the annual inspection. The airport owner, lessee, manager, or a designated representative of the airport shall be made available to accompany the inspector at the time of the inspection in order to participate in the airport inspection. The Department’s authorized representative shall have the authority to conduct an inspection of the airport at any time with or without advance notification to the airport owner, lessee, or manager and with or without being accompanied by the airport owner, lessee, manager, or designated representative.

(d) An airport license shall be renewed following a favorable physical inspection, if the Department finds the facility to be in compliance with all requirements for the license.

(e) Any anticipated change in ownership of the airport shall be reported, in writing, to the Airport Inspection and Safety Manager in the Department at the address in paragraph 14-60.005(3)(a), F.A.C., above, at least 90 days prior to the effective date of change of ownership or as soon as possible in order to initiate the license renewal process in the name of the new owner and to ensure the airport license is not allowed to expire.

(f) All airport licenses issued under this section, together with any conditions attached thereto, shall be posted in a prominent place at the airport, accessible to the public. Any limitations on the use of the airport shall be posted adjacent to or on the license.

(g) The Department shall only license an airport that meets established standards unless the Department determines that an airport’s exception to established standards is justified by unusual circumstances or is in the interest of public convenience and does not endanger the public health, safety, or welfare. Such a license shall bear the designation “Special” and shall state the conditions to which the license is granted.

(h) Any licensed airport limited exclusively to the specific, reasonable conditions stated on its airport license, necessary to protect public health, safety, or welfare, shall be designated a “Limited Airport.”

(3) Airport Registration. The following provisions apply to airport registration:

(a) The expiration date of the current registration period will be clearly identifiable from the state aviation facility data system. The ability to re-certify registered airport data shall be available at all times by electronic submittal, using controlled access, via the Department interactive website.

(b) A private airport registration that has not been re-certified in the 24-month period following the last certification shall expire, unless the Department has adjusted the registration period for purposes of informing private airport owners of their registration responsibilities or promoting administrative efficiency.

(c) Registration of an airport shall remain valid provided specific contact information and airport data elements, as required by the Department, are periodically re-certified by the airport registrant; including data related to the airport owner/lessee and facility, e.g., owner/lessee name and mailing address, airport name and physical location address, phone, fax, e-mail, and number of runways with length, width, and surface type.

(d) Any registered airport limited exclusively to the specific conditions stated on its airport registration necessary to protect public health, safety, or welfare, shall be designated a “Limited Airport.”

(4) Private Airport “Licensing Option.” The following provisions are applicable to the option for a private airport to request airport licensing in lieu of airport registration:

(a) Any private airport with ten or more based aircraft may request to be licensed by the Department, in lieu of registration.

(b) Private airport owners shall provide written correspondence to the Airport Inspection and Safety Manager of the Department at the address in paragraph 14-60.005(3)(a), F.A.C., above, to request this option.

(c) Any eligible private airport, choosing this option, shall be subject to all of the inspection and licensing procedures contained in this rule chapter that are applicable to all licensed airports.

(d) Department airport licensing standards against which a private airport will be evaluated and will be held accountable in the inspection and airport licensing process shall be the same as those airport standards that are applicable to all licensed airports.

(e) In the case of a proposed new private airport choosing this option for inspection and licensing, the site approval process by the Department shall be in accordance with the procedures contained in this rule chapter for all registered private airports.

(f) Airports licensed according to this exception shall be considered private airports, as defined in Section 330.27, F.S., in all other respects and shall not be open for public use.

(g) Any private airport having been previously licensed at its request under this option, which is later unable to continue to comply with airport licensing standards or is unable to maintain the required number of based aircraft shall be reverted by the Department from a licensed airport to registered airport category.

(h) Any private airport having been previously licensed at its request under this option, which subsequently desires to withdraw its prior request to be licensed, shall provide written correspondence to the Airport Inspection and Safety Manager in the Department at the address in paragraph 14-60.005(3)(a), F.A.C., above, to request this private airport be reverted from a licensed airport to the registered airport category.

(5) Temporary Airports. The following provisions apply to temporary, public or private airports:

(a) A temporary, public or private airport license or registration shall be valid only for less than 30 consecutive calendar days.

(b) A temporary, public or private airport license or registration shall not be renewable for any consecutive periods of activation. Recurring requirements for temporary, public or private airport license or registration for an airport at the same general location will be considered by the Department on a case-by-case basis.

(6) Conditions for Revoking a License or Registration. The Department will revoke or refuse to allow or issue any airport license or license renewal, or any airport registration or re-certification, if the Department determines that any of the following conditions exist or apply:

(a) That the airport registration has not been accomplished within 15 days after the date of expiration.

(b) That the Department has not received an application for renewal of an airport license within 15 days after the date of expiration.

(c) That the site has been abandoned as an airport.

(d) That the airport does not comply with the conditions of the license, license renewal, or site approval.

(e) That the airport has become either unsafe or unusable for flight operations due to the physical or legal changes in conditions that were the subject of approval.

Rulemaking Authority 330.29(4), 334.044(2) FS. Law Implemented 330.29, 330.30 FS. History–New 10-29-65, Amended 7-13-71, 11-23-72, 6-23-76, 11-19-81, 1-8-85, Formerly 14-60.06, Amended 12-26-95, 2-11-97, 10-10-04.

14-60.007 Airfield Standards for Licensed Airports.
Airports fulfilling the requirements of Title 14, C.F.R., Aeronautics and Space, Chapter 1, Federal Aviation Regulations, Federal Aviation Administration, Department of Transportation, Part 139, Certification and Operations: Land Airports Serving Certain Air Carriers, dated January 1, 2004, incorporated herein by reference, airport certification program shall be considered to meet the minimum standards for licensed airports shown below. All airports licensed by the state of Florida, whether public or private, shall comply with the following minimum airfield standards.

(1) Minimum Landing Area Dimensions for Licensed Airports. Runway design must take into consideration the manufacturer’s performance characteristics for the type(s) of aircraft planned for flight operations, as provided by the airport applicant. Runway length must be compatible with the operational and weight characteristics of the aircraft in use. The final decision to attempt a takeoff or landing on a runway of any particular size is ultimately the responsibility of the pilot, who knows the aircraft’s performance capabilities and limitations. However, in order to promote a consistent level of safety throughout the Florida Aviation System, all airports licensed by the state of Florida must comply with the following minimum landing area dimensions, i.e., effective landing area length and minimum landing area width, for the type of landing area shown below: 

(a) Runway. The minimum effective landing area length shall be 2,400 feet and the minimum landing area width shall be 60 feet.

(b) Short Field Runway. The minimum effective landing area length shall be 800 feet and the minimum landing area width shall be 60 feet.

(c) Ultralight. The minimum effective landing area length shall be 300 feet and the minimum landing area width shall be 150 feet.

(d) Seaplane. The minimum effective landing area length shall be 2,500 feet and the minimum landing area width shall be 200 feet. Seaplane landing areas shall have a minimum water depth of three feet.

(e) Helipad. The minimum effective landing area length shall be 24 feet and the minimum landing area width shall be 24 feet.

	Table 1
Licensed Airports
Minimum Landing Area Dimensions

	Landing Area Type
	Effective Landing Area Length
	Minimum Landing Area Width

	Runway
	2,400 feet
	60 feet

	Short Field Runway
	800 feet
	60 feet

	Ultralight
	300 feet
	150 feet

	Seaplane*
	2,500 feet
	200 feet

	Helipad
	24 feet
	24 feet

	*Seaplane landing areas shall have a minimum water depth of three feet.


(2) Landing and Surface Areas for Licensed Airports.

(a) Applicability. The provisions of this section related to licensed airport landing and surface areas are applicable to airport licensing standards and do not apply to airspace obstruction evaluation or permitting provisions in Chapter 333, F.S., “Airport Zoning,” or Rule 14-60.009, F.A.C., “Airspace Protection.”

(b) Primary Surface. The “Primary Surface” is a defined surface area that surrounds and protects the landing area. The dimensions of the primary surface vary by type of landing area, weight of the landing aircraft, visibility, and the type of landing approach.

1. Airport primary surfaces are rectangular in shape and run longitudinally along the length of the centerline and on either side of the runway. The elevation of any point on the airport primary surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline. The consistent width of the primary surface of a runway shall be that width required for the most precise approach for either end of that runway. The following licensed airport primary surface standards apply:

a. For a runway that is not paved, that is to be used by an aircraft of any weight, and that has a visual landing approach: the length of the primary surface is the length of the runway, terminating at the end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 250 feet.

b. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 250 feet.

c. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 500 feet.

d. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 500 feet.

e. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility greater than 3/4 mile: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 500 feet.

f. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility equal to 3/4 mile: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 1,000 feet.

g. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a precision instrument approach: the primary surface extends the length of the runway plus 200 feet beyond each end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 1,000 feet.

h. For an ultralight landing area, that is to be used by an ultralight aircraft, and that has a visual landing approach: the length of the primary surface is the length of the runway, terminating at the end of the runway and the width of the primary surface is 150 feet.

i. For a seaplane landing area with markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area and that has a visual landing approach: the length of the primary surface is the length of the waterway, terminating at the end of the waterway and the width of the primary surface is 250 feet.

j. For a seaplane landing area with no markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area: the primary surface is not applicable.

2. Heliport primary surfaces have an area that coincides in size and shape with the designated helicopter FATO. The elevation of the heliport primary surface is a horizontal plane at the elevation of the established heliport elevation. The following licensed heliport primary surface standards apply:

a. For a heliport with a visual landing approach: the primary surface length and width are 42 feet each.

b. For a heliport with a non-precision instrument approach: the primary surface length and width are 500 feet each.

c. For a heliport with a precision instrument approach: the primary surface length and width are 1,000 feet each.

(c) Approach Surface. The approach surface is a defined surface area that surrounds and protects the landing approach area. The approach surface is longitudinally centered on the extended runway centerline and extends outward and upward from each end of the runway primary surface. The approach surface horizontal component is trapezoidal in shape with the inner width equal to the width of the primary surface. The outer width flares outward to a greater width depending on the type of landing area, weight of the landing aircraft, visibility, and the type of landing approach. Additionally, the outer width of an approach surface to an end of a runway shall be that width required for the most precise landing approach for that runway end. The approach surface also has a vertical component given by a “ratio,” such as 20:1, which means that for every 20 feet measured, horizontally, the vertical component increases one foot upward. A specific approach surface is applied to each end of each runway based upon the type of landing approach existing or planned for that specific runway end, meaning that different approach surface dimensions and ratios can exist at opposite ends of the same runway.

1. The following licensed airport approach surface standards apply:

a. For a runway that is not paved, that is to be used by an aircraft of any weight, and that has a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 20:1, the length is 5,000 feet, the inner width is 250 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 1,250 feet.

b. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 20:1, the length is 5,000 feet, the inner width is 250 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 1,250 feet.

c. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach: the approach surface ratio is 20:1, the length is 10,000 feet, the inner width is 500 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 2,000 feet.

d. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 20:1, the length is 5,000 feet, the inner width is 500 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 1,500 feet.

e. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility greater than 3/4 mile: the approach surface ratio is 34:1, the length is 10,000 feet, the inner width is 500 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 3,500 feet.

f. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility equal to 3/4 mile: the approach surface ratio is 34:1, the length is 10,000 feet, the inner width is 1,000 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 4,000 feet.

g. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a precision instrument approach: the approach surface ratio is 50:1 for the first 10,000 feet then the ratio is 40:1 for an additional 40,000 feet, the inner width is 1,000 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 16,000 feet.

h. For an ultralight landing area with an ultralight aircraft and that has a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 15:1, the length is 2,500 feet, the inner width is 150 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 625 feet.

i. For a seaplane landing area with markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area and that has a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 20:1, the length is 5,000 feet, the inner width is 250 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 1,250 feet.

j. For a seaplane landing area with no markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area: the approach surface is not applicable.

2. The following licensed heliport approach surface standards apply:

a. For a heliport with a visual landing approach: the approach surface ratio is 8:1, the length is 4,000 feet, the inner width is 42 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 500 feet.

b. For a heliport with a non-precision instrument approach: the approach surface ratio is 34:1, the length is 10,000 feet, the inner width is 500 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 5,000 feet.

c. For a heliport with a precision instrument approach: the approach surface ratio is 50:1, the length is 25,000 feet, the inner width is 1,000 feet, and the outer width of the approach surface is 6,000 feet.

(d) Transition Surface. The transition surface is a defined surface area that surrounds and protects the lateral boundaries of the primary and approach surfaces. The transition surface extends outward and upward at right angles to the runway centerline and the extended runway centerline at a specified ratio from the sides of the primary surface and from the sides of the approach surface. The transition surface has a vertical component given by a “ratio,” such as 7:1, which means that for every 7 feet measured horizontally, the vertical component increases one foot upward. The horizontal component extends laterally a specified horizontal distance or to an unspecified horizontal distance at which a specified height of the vertical component is attained. The dimensions of the transition surface vary by type of landing area, weight of the landing aircraft, visibility, and the type of landing approach.

1. The following licensed airport transition surface standards apply:

a. For a runway that is not paved, that is to be used by an aircraft of any weight, and that has a visual landing approach: the transition surface is not applicable.

b. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the transition surface is not applicable.

c. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs less than or equal to 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach: the transition surface ratio is 7:1 and the horizontal length is to the point where the vertical height component is 150 feet.

d. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a visual landing approach: the transition surface is not applicable.

e. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility greater than 3/4 mile: the transition surface ratio is 7:1 and the horizontal length is to the point where the vertical component is 150 feet.

f. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a non-precision instrument approach with visibility equal to 3/4 mile: the transition surface ratio is 7:1 and the horizontal length is to the point where the vertical component is 150 feet.

g. For a runway that is paved, that is to be used by an aircraft that weighs greater than 12,500 pounds, and that has a precision instrument approach: the transition surface ratio is 7:1 and the horizontal length is to the point where the vertical height component is 150 feet.

h. For an ultralight landing area with an ultralight aircraft and that has a visual landing approach: the transition surface is not applicable.

i. For a seaplane landing area with markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area and that has a visual landing approach: the transition surface is not applicable.

j. For a seaplane landing area with no markers designating the waterway landing and takeoff area: the transition surface is not applicable.

2. The following licensed heliport transition surface standards apply:

a. For a heliport with a visual landing approach: the transition surface ratio is 2:1, which extends horizontally for a distance of 250 feet.

b. For a heliport with a non-precision instrument approach: the transition surface ratio is 4:1, which extends horizontally for a distance of 350 feet.

c. For a heliport with a precision instrument approach: the transition ratio is 7:1, which extends horizontally for a distance of 350 feet.

	Table 2

Licensed Airports

Landing and Surface Areas

	Landing Area
	Primary Surface
	Approach Surface
	Transition Surface

	Surface
	Approach
	Length
	Width
	Ratio
	Length
	Width
	Ratio
	Distance

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Inner
	Outer
	
	

	Not Paved
	Visual
	End of Runway
	250 feet
	20:1
	5,000 feet
	250 feet
	1,250 feet
	N/A
	N/A

	Paved & Aircraft Weight 

< = 12,500 Pounds
	Visual
	200 feet Beyond End of Runway
	250 feet
	20:1
	5,000 feet
	250 feet
	1,250 feet
	N/A
	N/A

	
	Non Precision
	
	500 feet
	20:1
	10,000 feet
	500 feet
	2,000 feet
	7:1
	150 feet Vertical

	Paved & Aircraft Weight > 12,500 Pounds
	Visual
	200 Feet Beyond End of Runway
	500 feet
	20:1
	5,000 feet
	500 feet
	1,500 feet
	N/A
	N/A

	
	Non Precision Visibility > 3/4 Mile
	
	500 feet
	34:1
	10,000 feet
	500 feet
	3,500 feet
	7:1
	150 feet Vertical

	
	Non Precision Visibility = 3/4 Mile
	
	1,000 feet
	34:1
	10,000 feet
	1,000 feet
	4,000 feet
	7:1
	150 feet Vertical

	
	Precision
	
	1,000 feet
	50:1 Then 40:1
	10,000 feet Then 40,000 feet
	1,000 feet
	16,000 feet
	7:1
	150 feet

Vertical

	Helicopter Final Approach and Takeoff Area (FATO)
	Visual
	42 feet
	42 feet
	8:1
	4,000 feet
	42 feet
	500 feet
	2:1
	250 feet Vertical

	
	Non Precision
	500 feet
	500 feet
	34:1
	10,000 feet
	500 feet
	5,000 feet
	4:1
	350 feet Vertical

	
	Precision
	1,000 feet
	1,000 feet
	50:1
	25,000 feet
	1,000 feet
	6,000 feet
	7:1
	350 feet Vertical

	Ultralight Area
	Visual
	End of Runway
	150 feet
	15:1
	2,500 feet
	150 feet
	625 feet
	N/A
	N/A

	Seaplane Marked
	Visual
	End of Runway
	250 feet
	20:1
	5,000 feet
	250 feet
	1,250 feet
	N/A
	N/A

	Seaplane Not Marked
	Visual
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A


(3) Thresholds and Displaced Thresholds for Licensed Airports. The threshold is the beginning of that portion of the runway available for landing. Any obstacle, natural or manmade, in the landing approach path to the runway that, because of its height, penetrates through the specified approach ratio to that runway constitutes an obstruction and a hazard to air navigation. Until the hazardous obstruction is removed, it shall be necessary to adjust the approach path by moving or displacing that threshold point down the length of the runway to some “Displaced Threshold” position, at which safe aircraft passage above the obstruction is assured.

(a) For visual runways, a minimum 20:1 approach ratio to the threshold or displaced threshold shall be maintained. If the approach ratio is less than 20:1 to the threshold or displaced threshold, the runway shall be displaced the distance necessary to maintain a 20:1 ratio. If the displaced threshold location reduces the effective runway length below the minimum effective length requirements, that end of the runway shall be closed until the obstruction causing the displacement is removed.
(b) For instrument runways, the approach ratio for determining the location of the displaced threshold shall be determined by the maximum instrument approach category; 20:1 for utility, non-precision approach runways; 34:1 for other than utility, non-precision approach runways; and 50:1 for precision approach runways.

(4) Vertical Approach Clearance for Licensed Airports. When the landing approach to any runway crosses a road, railroad, traverseway, or waterway, the aircraft landing approach glide path shall provide the following minimum vertical clearance over ground objects:

(a) Seventeen feet for an Interstate Highway that is part of the National System of Military and Interstate Highways where over-crossings are designed for a minimum of 17 feet vertical distance.

(b) Fifteen feet for any other public roadway.

(c) Ten feet or the height of the highest mobile object that would normally traverse the road, whichever is greater, for a private road.

(d) Twenty-three feet for a railroad.

(e) For a waterway or any other traverseway not previously mentioned, an amount equal to the height of the highest mobile object that would normally traverse it.

(5) Runway Safety Areas for Licensed Airports. The runway safety area is a defined surface surrounding the runway designed to provide an additional measure of safety by being a specially prepared or a suitable ground surface intended to reduce the risk of damage to aircraft in the event of an undershoot, overshoot, or excursion from the runway. The following licensed airport runway safety area standards apply:

(a) Runway (Not Paved). For a runway that is not paved, the runway safety area shall have a length equal to the length of the runway, terminating at the end of the runway, and the runway safety area shall have a width of 120 feet.

(b) Runway (Paved). For a runway that is paved, the runway safety area shall have a length that extends the length of the runway plus 240 feet beyond each end of the runway and the runway safety area shall have a width of 120 feet.

(c) Ultralight Landing Area. An ultralight landing area shall have a runway safety area whose length is 300 feet and width is 150 feet.

(d) Heliport. A heliport shall have a runway safety area whose length extends 20 feet beyond the FATO and width extends 20 feet beyond the FATO.

(e) Seaplane. A seaplane landing area shall be exempt from the requirement for having a runway safety area.

	Table 3

Licensed Airports
Runway Safety Areas

	Landing Area Type
	Safety Area Length
	Safety Area Width

	Runway (Not Paved)
	End of Runway
	120 feet

	Runway (Paved)
	240 feet

Beyond End of Runway
	120 feet

	Ultralight
	300 feet
	150 feet

	Heliport
	20 feet

Beyond FATO
	20 feet 

Beyond FATO

	Seaplane
	N/A
	N/A


(6) Runway Pavement Standards for Licensed Airports. Pavement Condition Index. The “Pavement Condition Index” (“PCI”) value is an indicator of the integrity and viability of a runway surface with a focus on pavement cracking, swelling, rutting, and depressions. For runway pavement, the value indicates the capability of the runway surface, in contact with aircraft tires, to provide a suitable environment for maintaining aircraft directional control, which may be adversely affected by runway undulations, or for preventing foreign object damage. Foreign object damage can result from pavement spalling, which may dislodge small or large pieces of pavement that could severely damage aircraft control surfaces or propellers, penetrate aircraft wing or fuselage surfaces protecting flammable fuel tanks or other critical components, or be ingested into turbo-jet or turboprop-jet engine intakes with potential catastrophic loss of power during critical phases of flight.

(a) The standard measurement of PCI results in seven ratings from “Excellent” to “Failed,” as shown in Table 4, below. Industry standards to objectively and consistently characterize and evaluate runway pavements are available from the American Society of Testing Material as ASTM Standard D 5340-03 “Standard Test Method for Airport Pavement Condition Index Surveys,” dated 2003, incorporated herein by reference. A runway PCI value of 10 or below indicates that the pavement has deteriorated significantly and the runway pavement shall be considered by the Department to not meet acceptable licensed airport standards.

(b) Temporary remedies may include displacement of the threshold, shortening the length of the runway to no less than the minimum effective length as shown in subsection 14-60.007(1), F.A.C., or closing the runway until permanent corrective action can be completed.

(c) Depending on the number of runways available and the extent of pavement condition index deficiencies, failure to implement temporary or permanent remedies will result in the Department revoking the airport license on the ground that the airport has become unusable due to unsafe conditions per paragraph 14-60.006(6)(e), F.A.C.

	Table 4

Licensed Airports

Pavement Condition Index

	Qualitative Rating
	PCI Value

	
	Minimum
	Maximum

	Excellent
	86
	100

	Very Good
	71
	85

	Good
	56
	70

	Fair
	41
	55

	Poor
	26
	40

	Very Poor
	11
	25

	Failed
	0
	10


(7) Airfield Improvements for Licensed Airports. All licensed airports shall comply with paragraphs (a) through (f), below. Licensed airports that include a seaplane landing area shall comply with paragraphs (a) through (g), below:

(a) At least one 15-knot, 8-foot long windsock shall be installed at the airport. The windsock shall be lighted if the landing area is lighted.

(b) Any aircraft tie-downs or moorings used to secure aircraft shall be located outside of the landing area, primary surface, and transition surface areas.

(c) Airport operators shall be required to establish and enforce effective control of unauthorized vehicles and pedestrian access within the aircraft movement areas.

(d) Except at ultralight flightparks, an approved 75-foot diameter airport circle marker (segmented circle), including aircraft traffic pattern indicators, shall be installed at airports without control towers, which have other than standard traffic patterns. The segmented circle shall be lighted, if the landing area is lighted.

(e) At least two category 80-B-C, or higher, type fire extinguishers shall be available at the airport, readily accessible, operationally functional, bear an unbroken seal, and be located in an area clearly identified to the public.

(f) An operational public telephone shall be available at the airport on a 24-hour basis and its location shall be clearly identified to the public.

(g) Airports having seaplane landing areas shall have at least one U.S. Coast Guard approved life preserver of the ring or throwing type with a retrieval line attached to each, readily available during hours of operation.

(8) Additional Responsibilities for Licensed Airport.

(a) Airport hazards determined to exist by the Department shall be removed.

(b) Obstructions shall be marked and/or lighted in accordance with Rule 14-60.009, F.A.C., and for those obstructions to which Section 333.025, F.S., applies, shall be permitted pursuant to that section, or may be subject to variance under a local zoning ordinance.

(c) The airport licensee shall notify the Department, in writing, at least 60 days before any scheduled construction, alteration, improvements, major repairs, or modification to the size or shape of the landing area is begun. Any such requirements made necessary by emergency or unforeseen circumstances shall be given verbally to the Department, as soon as possible, and be followed by written notification within seven calendar days.

(d) The owner or lessee shall maintain the field in a usable condition. If the airport becomes dangerous or is not usable, it shall be the responsibility of the airport owner or lessee to mark the danger area by means of flags or to indicate the closing of such airport or runway by an “X,” clearly visible from the air or in a manner consistent with the exigencies of the situation. The owner or lessee shall report, in writing, to the Department any planned or emergency work in progress on the field and any proposed changes or conditions which might render the field unsafe for use.

(e) The owner or lessee of a closed, unlicensed, or abandoned airport shall remove all airport identifying markers and wind indicators and shall place upon the runway or runway intersection a Department approved “closed runway” marking. The Department will cause the airport to be marked if the owner does not properly mark it within 60 days of notice, and will assess such costs to the owner or lessee.

(9) Airport Marking. The following airport marking requirements apply to licensed airports:

(a) Non-Paved Runway Markings. Markers shall be installed on both sides of non-paved runways at 200 foot intervals along the edge of the usable runway width. Three markers shall be placed at 10 foot intervals on each side of each end of the runway, perpendicular to the centerline of the runway. Each set of three markers shall start at the corner of the runway and run toward the centerline of the runway on the runway endline. Displaced thresholds at non-paved licensed airports shall be marked with at least three markers on each side of the displaced landing thresholds area where the effective runway length begins. The displaced threshold markers shall be no more than 10 feet apart, similar to the runway edge markers, and be placed, clear of the runway, on a centerline 90 degrees to the runway heading.

(b) Runway Designation Markings. Runway designation markings shall be white and shall consist of a number and shall be supplemented by a letter on parallel runways. The number shall specify the whole number to the nearest ten degrees of the magnetic azimuth when viewed from the direction of the approach. The size and spacing of the numbers and letters shall only be reduced when space is limited. All numerals except the number “11” shall be horizontally spaced fifteen feet apart. The number “11” shall be spaced 27 feet apart. A zero (“0”) shall not precede single digits. The numeral “1,” when used alone, shall contain a horizontal bar at the bottom of the numeral to differentiate it from the runway centerline marking. Single digits shall be centered on the runway centerline. Double digits shall be centered on the runway centerline at the point that is halfway between the outer edges of the two numerals. Letters, such as “L,” “C,” or “R” for “Left,” “Center,” or “Right,” shall be stacked beneath the number at a distance of 20 feet. The base of the letter or number shall start 20 feet from the threshold or 40 feet from threshold markings. Digits shall be 60 feet tall. The lines comprising the digits shall be five feet wide. Digits shall be proportional and must be between 6 and 7.5 feet wide.

(c) Runway Centerline Markings. Runway centerline markings shall be white and shall identify the physical center of the usable runway surface and shall extend the length of the runway. The stripes shall be 120 feet in length. The gaps shall be 80 feet in length. The minimum width of the stripe shall be 12 inches. The stripes shall begin 40 feet from the top of the runway designation marking.

(d) Threshold Bars. Threshold bars shall be white and shall delineate the beginning of the runway that is available for landing. The threshold bar shall be ten feet wide and shall extend across the width of the runway.

(e) Arrows and Arrowheads. Arrows and arrowheads shall be white and shall be used to identify a displaced threshold. Arrowheads, used in conjunction with a threshold bar to highlight the beginning of the runway, shall be placed five feet before the threshold bar and shall be spaced two feet apart for runways 60 feet wide, 3 feet apart for runways between 60 and 100 feet wide, and four feet apart for runways over 100 feet wide. Arrows shall be provided in the portion of the runway before the displaced threshold. Arrowheads shall be 45 feet long, 15 feet wide, and have stripes 3 feet wide. Arrow tails shall be 80 feet long and 18 inches wide. The overlap between the arrowheads and tails shall be five feet. Arrows shall be spaced 80 feet apart.

(f) Holding Position Markings (Paved Taxiways). Holding position markings for paved taxiways shall be yellow and shall identify the location where a pilot should be assured that there is adequate separation with other aircraft before proceeding onto the runway. Holding position markings consist of four lines and three spaces each 6-12 inches wide. The solid lines shall always be on the side where the aircraft is to hold. The two dashed lines and spaces shall be 3 feet long. The markings shall extend completely across the taxiway. The markings shall be installed perpendicular to the taxiway centerline, but may be angled as needed where two or more taxiways intersect at the hold line. Holding position markings shall be placed 125 feet from visual runways serving small aircraft, 150 feet from visual runways serving large aircraft or with non-precision approaches, and 200 feet from runways with a precision approach.

(g) Holding Position Signs (Unpaved Taxiways). Holding position signs for unpaved taxiways shall be located outside the primary surface on the left side of the taxiway for a taxiway that is less than or equal to 150 feet wide or on both sides of taxiways that are greater than 150 feet wide. The sign shall consist of the runway designation numbers separated by a dash such that their arrangement indicates the direction to the corresponding runway threshold. The numbers shall be white on a red background. Mounting legs for each sign shall be frangible. The sign face shall be no less than 18 inches tall and 30 inches wide. The runway designation numbers shall be no less than 12 inches tall. The sign shall stand no more than 42 inches high.

(h) Helipad. Helipad markings shall be white and are used to mark the intended landing position within the FATO. The marking shall consist of an in-ground letter “H” oriented on the axis of the dominant landing and takeoff path. The “H” shall be a minimum of 19 feet tall and 12.5 feet wide. The vertical lines shall be 16 inches wide. The horizontal line shall be 32 inches wide.

(i) TLOF. TLOF perimeters shall be defined by a continuous white solid line 1 foot wide.

(j) FATO. FATO perimeters shall be defined with white dashed lines, which shall be 1 foot wide and 5 feet long and shall join to define the FATO corners.

(k) Closed Runway Markings. Closed runway markings shall be yellow and consist of an “X” centered on the runway centerline at each end of the runway and at 1,000 foot intervals. The “X” shall be 60 feet across and each arm shall be 10 feet wide and 25 feet long. If the “closed” runway intersects an “open” runway, an “X” shall be placed on each side of the “open” runway. Runway designation markings and runway threshold markings shall be obliterated on closed runways.

(l) Common Marking Requirements:

1. Glass beads shall be required for all permanent pavement markings.

2. All markings on light colored pavements shall be outlined with a black border six inches or greater in width.

(10) Airport Lighting. The Department does not require airports to be lighted. However, if an airport is lighted, it shall comply with the following standards. The minimum lights that shall be provided are threshold and runway end lights, displaced threshold lights, segmented circle lights, FATO or TLOF lights, and windsock lights. All lights shall be on flush or frangible mounts not more than 14 inches tall. The following airport lighting requirements shall apply to licensed airports:

(a) Runway Edge Lights. Runway edge lights shall emit white light except that yellow light is substituted for white light on the last 2,000 feet of an instrument runway, or one-half of the runway length, whichever is less, to indicate the caution zone.

(b) Threshold and Runway End Lights. Threshold and runway end lights shall be located on a line perpendicular to the extended runway centerline not less than two feet nor more than ten feet outboard from the designated threshold of the runway. The lights shall be installed in two groups located symmetrically about the extended runway centerline. For instrument runways, each group shall contain four lights; for other runways, each group shall contain three lights. The outmost light in each group shall be located in line with the runway edge lights. The other lights in each group shall be located on 10 foot centers toward the extended runway centerline. The lights shall be red on the inboard half and green on the outboard half.

(c) Displaced Threshold Lights. Displaced threshold lights shall be located outboard of the runway. The innermost light of each group shall be located in line with the runway edge lights, and the remaining lights shall be located outward on 10 foot centers on a line perpendicular to the runway centerline. The runway end lights shall be red all the way around. The displaced threshold lights shall be green on the outboard half. The inboard half of displaced threshold lights shall be yellow for an instrument runway and white for a visual runway.

(d) Taxiway Edge Lights. Taxiway edge lights shall emit blue light.

(e) FATO or TLOF Lights. FATO or TLOF lights shall emit yellow light and shall define the limits of the FATO or TLOF. Both FATO and TLOF lights shall not be lit concurrently.
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17-60.008 Airport Markings.
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14-60.009 Airspace Protection.

(1) Airspace Obstruction Permit.

(a) Any person proposing the erection, alteration, or modification of any structure that would exceed federal obstruction standards and which lies within the Department’s jurisdictional area of responsibility is required to obtain an airspace obstruction permit from the Department. However, such airspace obstruction permits shall be required only where the proposed site is within a ten nautical mile radius of the geographical center of a publicly owned or operated airport, a military airport, or an airport licensed by the state for public use.

(b) An Airspace Obstruction Permit Application, DOT Form 725-040-11, Rev. 02/04, incorporated by reference under Rule 14-60.011, F.A.C., with all required supporting documentation shall be submitted to: Airspace and Land Use Manager, Florida Department of Transportation, 605 Suwannee Street, MS #46, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450.

(c) In determining whether to issue a permit, the Department shall consider:

1. The nature of the terrain and height of existing structures.

2. Public and private interests and investments.

3. The character of flying operations and planned developments of airports.

4. Federal airways as designated by the Federal Aviation Administration.

5. Whether the construction of the proposed structure would cause an increase in the minimum descent altitude or the decision height at the affected airport.

6. Technological advances.

7. The safety of persons on the ground and in the air.

8. Land use density.

9. The safe and efficient use of navigable airspace.

10. The cumulative effects on navigable airspace of all existing structures, proposed structures identified in the applicable jurisdictions’ comprehensive plans, and all other known proposed structures in the area.

(d) The Department shall not approve an airspace obstruction permit unless the applicant submits documentation showing compliance with the federal requirement for notification of proposed construction and a valid FAA aeronautical determination. No permit shall be approved solely on the basis that the proposed structure will not exceed federal obstruction or any other federal aviation regulation.

(e) Any airspace obstruction permit granted by the Department shall require the applicant’s compliance with obstruction marking and lighting standards contained herein.

(2) Local Government Ordinance. Any local government airport zoning ordinance, concerning airport hazards, adopted in accordance with Chapter 333, F.S., shall require obstruction marking and lighting in compliance with the marking and lighting standards set forth in this rule chapter.

(3) Local Government Variance. Any person filing a request with a local government for a variance from an airport zoning ordinance in order to erect any structure, or increase the height of any structure, or permit the growth of any tree, or otherwise use property contrary to the airport zoning regulations shall forward a copy of the application to the Department by certified mail to the Airspace and Land Use Manager at the Department address in paragraph 14-60.009(1)(b), F.A.C., above.

(a) The Department shall review the application for local government variance, file a response or waive the right of the Department to respond and provide a copy of the response to the applicant and local government within 45 days of receipt of the application.

(b) The applicant shall provide to the Department a copy of the local government decision on the application for variance within ten days of issuance of the decision.

(c) Any variance granted shall require the applicant to install, operate, and maintain obstruction marking and lighting in compliance with the marking and lighting standards set forth in this rule chapter.

(4) Obstruction Marking and Lighting. Obstruction marking or lighting recommended in an FAA aeronautical determination shall be considered a requirement for the structure for compliance with Department standards. As minimum standards, the Department herein incorporates by reference obstruction marking and lighting standards and guidelines described in the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation Administration Advisory Circular 70/7460-1K (AC 70/7460-1K) “Obstruction Marking and Lighting,” dated August 1, 2000. These standards shall be applied as follows:

(a) Objects that exceed an overall height of 200 feet above ground level (AGL), including any appurtenances, or that exceed any federal obstruction standard will be required to be marked or lighted as specifically recommended by the FAA. Marking or lighting of objects lower than 200 feet AGL will be required within specific lateral boundaries of established low level aircraft routes.

(b) Objects which exceed 300 feet AGL up to 500 feet AGL within six nautical miles of a licensed public-use airport or military airfield, shall be marked or lighted in accordance with specific federal obstruction guidelines for those heights. The white lighting required for daytime and twilight, for dual lighting with red/medium intensity white systems, shall be medium intensity. The system includes automatic sensors that change between red and white lighting and also vary the white strobe intensity between twilight and full day.

(c) Objects which exceed 500 feet AGL, within a six nautical mile radius of a public-use airport or military airfield, shall be marked or lighted in accordance with specific federal obstruction guidelines for those heights. The white lighting required for daytime and twilight, for dual lighting with red/high intensity white systems, shall be high intensity.

(d) Objects which exceed 800 feet AGL beyond the six nautical mile radius of public airports or military airfields, shall be marked or lighted in accordance with specific federal obstruction guidelines for those heights. The white lighting required for daytime and twilight, for dual lighting, shall be high intensity.

(e) Specific marking or lighting will not be required if both of the following circumstances exist:

1. The object is masked by surrounding objects marked or lighted under these standards, and

2. The FAA specifically recommends deletion of any marking or lighting because of the masking effect.

(f) When the FAA recommends dual lighting for objects less than the heights specified in this rule chapter because of the need for greater visual conspicuity, the more stringent FAA recommendations shall be required as a condition of the permit issued. Additionally, when an object does not exceed any federal obstruction standard, but because of its particular location, the FAA recommends marking and lighting, the FAA recommendation shall be required as a condition of the permit.
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17-60.010 Exemptions.
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14-60.011 Forms.

The following application forms are incorporated by reference into this rule chapter and shall be used to apply for an airspace obstruction permit or public airport site approval:

	FORM NUMBER
	DATE
	TITLE 

	725-040-11
	(02/04)
	Airspace Obstruction Permit Application 

	725-040-12
	(02/04)
	Public Airport Site Approval Application 


Copies of these forms may be obtained by downloading from the FDOT Aviation Office website at http://www.dot.state.fl.us/aviation/ or contacting the Aviation Office, Florida Department of Transportation, Haydon Burns Building, MS #46, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450.
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