64E-9.010 Spa Pools.

(1) Spa pools shall meet the requirements of Rules 64E-9.001 through 64E-9.008, F.A.C., unless specifically indicated otherwise.

(2) The color, pattern or finish of the pool interior shall not obscure the existence or presence of objects or surfaces within the pool.

(3) Water depths – Spa type pools shall have a minimum water depth of 2 1/2 feet and a maximum water depth of 4 feet, except that swim spa pools may have a maximum water depth of 5 feet. Depth markers and NO DIVING markers are not required on spa type pools with 200 or less square feet of water surface area.

(4) Steps and handrails – Steps or ladders shall be provided and shall be located to provide adequate entrance to and exit from the pool. The number of sets of steps or ladders required shall be on the basis of one for each 75 feet, or major fraction thereof, of pool perimeter. Step sets for spa type pools with more than 200 square feet of pool water surface area shall comply with subparagraph 64E-9.006(1)(d)3., F.A.C. Step sets for spa type pools with 200 square feet or less of pool water surface area shall comply with the following: Step treads shall have a minimum width of 10 inches for a minimum continuous tread length of 12 inches. Step riser heights shall not exceed 12 inches. Intermediate treads and risers between the top and bottom treads and risers shall be uniform in width and height, respectively. Contrasting markings on the leading edges of the submerged benches and the intersections of the treads and risers are required to be installed in accordance with subparagraph 64E-9.006(1)(d)3., F.A.C.

(a) Handrails shall be provided for all sets of steps and shall be anchored in the bottom step and in the deck. Handrails shall be located to provide maximum access to the steps and handrails shall extend 28 inches above the pool deck.

(b) Where “figure four” handrails are used, they shall be anchored in the deck and shall extend laterally to any point vertically above the bottom step. Handrails shall be located to provide maximum access to the steps and handrails shall extend 28 inches above the pool deck.

(5) Decks – Decks shall have a minimum four foot wide unobstructed width around the entire pool perimeter except that pools of less than 120 square feet of pool water surface area shall have a minimum four foot wide unobstructed continuous deck around a minimum of 50 percent of the pool perimeter. Decks less than four feet wide shall have barriers to prevent their use. Decks shall not be more than 10 inches below the top of the pool. For pools of 120 square feet or greater, ten percent of the deck along the pool perimeter may be obstructed.

(6) Therapy or jet systems –

(a) The return lines of spa type therapy or jet systems shall be independent of the recirculation-filtration and heating systems.

(b) Therapy or jet pumps shall take suction from the collector tank. Collector tank sizing shall take this additional gallonage into consideration.

(c) Cold plunge spas do not require a therapy or jet system, but do require the installation of a chiller.
(d) Heated systems shall incorporate a 15 minute patron activated timer on the therapy pump circuit.

(7) Filtration system inlets – Spa type pools with less than 20 feet of perimeter shall have a minimum of two equally spaced adjustable inlets.

(8) Filtration recirculation – Spa type pools shall have a minimum of one turnover every 30 minutes. The piping, fittings, and hydraulic requirements shall be in accordance with Rule 64E-9.007, F.A.C. All recirculation lines to and from the pool shall be individually valved with proportional flow type valves in order to control the recirculation flow.

(9) Vacuuming – Spa type pools of over 200 square feet of pool water surface area shall have provisions for vacuuming.

(10) Oils, body lotions, and minerals – Oils, body lotions, and minerals or materials not associated with chemicals used for water chemistry balance, algae control, and disinfection of the water are prohibited in the spa pool.

(11) Bench seat edges shall be marked in accordance with subparagraph 64E-9.006(1)(e)2., F.A.C. When spa pools are part of a conventional swimming pool, the spa pool area shall be offset from the main pool area with the same water depth as the main pool area. The spa pool shall meet all the spa pool requirements of this chapter, and the deck area at the spa shall be protected by connected 30 inch high stanchions or other impediment acceptable to the department. The deck perimeter at the offset spa area shall not exceed 15 percent of the entire swimming pool perimeter.

(12) Portable and wooden type spa pools are prohibited.

(13) Automated Controllers – Automated Oxidation Reduction Potential (ORP) and pH controllers with sensing probes shall be provided on spa pools to assist in maintaining proper disinfection and pH levels.

(14) In addition to the requirements of subsection 64E-9.008(7), F.A.C., spa pool signs shall include the following:

(a) Maximum water temperature 104º F.

(b) Children under twelve must have adult supervision.

(c) Pregnant women, small children, people with health problems and people using alcohol, narcotics or other drugs that cause drowsiness should not use spa pools without first consulting a doctor.

(d) Maximum use 15 minutes.

(15) A clock shall be visible from the spa pool to assist the patron in meeting the requirement of paragraph 64E-9.010(14)(d), F.A.C., above.

(16) If a spa is equipped with an emergency cut-off or kill switch, provisions for a minimum 80 decibel audible alarm near the spa to sound continuously until deactivated when such device is triggered shall be incorporated.  This is to alert pool patrons and operators of a potential public health situation or to indicate that the spa filtration and treatment system may be off.  The following additional rule sign shall be visible by the spa which reads “ALARM INDICATES SPA PUMPS OFF.  DO NOT USE SPA WHEN ALARM SOUNDS UNTIL ADVISED OTHERWISE.” Where emergency cut-off switches are provided on existing or new spa pools, the alarm and signage specified in subsection 64E-9.010(16), F.A.C., above shall be provided within 180 days of effective date of this rule.

(17) Should a fecal accident occur, the requirements of subsection 64E-9.004(14), F.A.C., shall be met or the pool may be drained and both the pool and the filter system and all plumbing shall be properly disinfected.
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