65C-24.003 Home Study Requirements.

(1) Relative caregivers who receive assistance under the Relative Caregiver Program must be capable, as determined by a home study, of providing a physically safe environment and a stable, supportive home for the children under their care, and must assure that the children’s well-being is met, including the provision of immunizations, education, and mental health services.

(2) Open cases involving relative placements ordered by the court prior to October 1, 1998, shall be reviewed to determine if a home study was conducted. If the home study, predisposition study (PDS) or other case file documentation supports the criteria required by Section 39.508(3), F.S., the district administrator or designee shall sign a statement certifying that the case meets the home study requirements. This certification shall serve as an interim approval for up to 90 days until the family services counselor completes a new home study and obtains the court’s approval for the continued placement. If the home study is unfavorable, yet the placement is safe, stable and in the child’s best interest, the district administrator or designee shall sign a statement which documents reasons for recommending approval of the continued placement. The recommendation shall then be presented to the court for a determination as to whether the placement should continue.

(3) For all new cases on and after October 1, 1998, the home study requirements established in Section 39.508(3), F.S., shall be followed in conducting a Relative Caregiver Program home study. In addition, a determination shall be made and documented of the child’s feelings, if the child is at an age and capable of reliably expressing such feelings, concerning placement with these relatives.

(4) With the exception of subsection (2), the department shall not place the child or continue the placement of the child in the home of the proposed caregivers if the results of the home study are unfavorable. The written home study must be completed and filed with the court prior to or at the time the department recommends the relative placement or the continued relative placement. A copy of the home study shall be placed in the case file of the department.

Specific Authority 39.012, 39.0121(10), 39.5085(2)(a), (b), (d) FS. Law Implemented 39.5085 FS. History–New 6-1-99.

