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68B-6.001 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter:

(1) “Coral” means the corals of the Class Hydrozoa (stinging and hydrocorals); the Class Anthozoa, Subclass Hexacorallia, Order Scleractinia (stony corals) and Antipatharia (black corals).

(2) “Ecological Reserve” means an area of the Sanctuary consisting of contiguous, diverse habitats, within which uses are subject to conditions, restrictions and prohibitions, including access restrictions, intended to minimize human influences, to provide natural spawning, nursery, and permanent residence areas for the replenishment and genetic protection of marine life, and also to protect and preserve natural assemblages of habitats and species within areas representing a broad diversity of resources and habitats found within the Sanctuary.

(3) “Fish” means finfish, mollusks, crustaceans, and all forms of marine animal and plant life other than marine mammals and birds.

(4) “Fishing” means:

(a) The catching, taking, or harvesting of fish;

(b) The attempted catching, taking, or harvesting of fish;

(c) Any other activity which can reasonably be expected to result in the catching, taking, or harvesting of fish, or

(d) Any operation at sea in support of, or in preparation for, any activity described in paragraphs (a) through (c). Such term does not include any scientific research activity which is conducted by a scientific research vessel.

(5) “Modified lampara net” means a purse seine which has at least one wing that is not part of the pursing section of the seine, used to harvest baitfish near the top of the water column. The wing is used to skim the water surface as the net is drawn in and fish are herded into the pursing section to be harvested with a dip net.

(6) “Not available for immediate use” means not readily accessible for immediate use, e.g., by being stowed unbaited in a cabin, locker, rod holder, or similar storage area, or by being securely covered or lashed to a deck or bulkhead.

(7) “Sanctuary” means the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

(8) “Sanctuary Preservation Area” means an area of the Sanctuary than encompasses a discrete, biologically important area, within which uses are subject to conditions, restrictions and prohibitions, including access restrictions, to avoid concentrations of uses that could result in significant declines in species populations or habitat, to reduce conflicts between uses, to protect areas that are critical for sustaining important marine species or habitats, or to provide opportunities for scientific research.

(9) “Special-use Area” means an area of the Sanctuary set aside for scientific research and educational purposes, recovery or restoration of Sanctuary resources, monitoring, to prevent use or user conflicts, to facilitate access and use, or to promote public use and understanding of Sanctuary resources.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-97, Amended 11-16-98, Formerly 46-6.001.

68B-6.002 Designation of Boundaries of Ecological Reserve, Sanctuary Preservation Areas, and Special-Use Area.

(1) WESTERN SAMBOS ECOLOGICAL RESERVE – For purposes of the restrictions specified in Rule 68B-6.003, F.A.C., the Western Sambos Ecological Reserve shall consist of all state waters located within the following geographic boundary coordinates:

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°33.70ꞌN
	81°40.80ꞌW

	2
	24°28.40ꞌN
	81°41.90ꞌW

	3
	24°28.50ꞌN
	81°43.70ꞌW

	4
	24°33.50ꞌN
	81°43.10ꞌW


(2) SANCTUARY PRESERVATION AREAS – For purposes of the restrictions specified in Rule 68B-6.003, F.A.C., the respective sanctuary preservation areas shall consist of all state waters within the following sets of geographic boundary coordinates:

	CHEECA ROCKS

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°54.42ꞌN
	80°36.91ꞌW

	2
	24°54.25ꞌN
	80°36.77ꞌW

	3
	24°54.10ꞌN
	80°37.00ꞌW

	4
	24°54.22ꞌN
	80°37.15ꞌW

	EASTERN DRY ROCKS

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°27.92ꞌN
	81°50.55ꞌW

	2
	24°27.73ꞌN
	81°50.33ꞌW

	3
	24°27.47ꞌN
	81°50.80ꞌW

	4
	24°27.72ꞌN
	81°50.86ꞌW

	HENS AND CHICKENS

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°56.38ꞌN
	80°32.86ꞌW

	2
	24°56.21ꞌN
	80°32.63ꞌW

	3
	24°55.86ꞌN
	80°32.95ꞌW

	4
	24°56.04ꞌN
	80°33.19ꞌW

	NEWFOUND HARBOR KEY

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°37.10ꞌN
	81°23.34ꞌW

	2
	24°36.85ꞌN
	81°23.28ꞌW

	3
	24°36.74ꞌN
	81°23.80ꞌW

	4
	24°37.00ꞌN
	81°23.66ꞌW

	ROCK KEY

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°27.48ꞌN
	81°51.35ꞌW

	2
	24°27.30ꞌN
	81°51.15ꞌW

	3
	24°27.21ꞌN
	81°51.60ꞌW

	4
	24°27.45ꞌN
	81°51.65ꞌW

	SAND KEY

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°27.58ꞌN
	81°52.29ꞌW

	2
	24°27.01ꞌN
	81°52.32ꞌW

	3
	24°27.02ꞌN
	81°52.95ꞌW

	4
	24°27.61ꞌN
	81°52.94ꞌW


(3) EASTERN SAMBOS SPECIAL-USE AREA – For purposes of the restrictions specified in Rule 68B-6.003, F.A.C., the Eastern Sambos Special-use Area shall consist of all state waters located within the following geographical boundary coordinates:

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°29.84ꞌN
	81°39.59ꞌW

	2
	24°29.55ꞌN
	81°39.35ꞌW

	3
	24°29.37ꞌN
	81°39.96ꞌW

	4
	24°29.77ꞌN
	81°40.03ꞌW


(4) TORTUGAS NORTH ECOLOGICAL RESERVE – For purposes of the restrictions specified in Rule 68B-6.003, F.A.C., the Tortugas North Ecological Reserve shall consist of all state waters located within the following geographic boundary coordinates:

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°46.00ꞌN
	83°06.00ꞌW

	2
	24°45.40ꞌN
	82°54.00ꞌW

	3
	24°45.30ꞌN
	82°48.00ꞌW

	4
	24°43.32ꞌN
	82°48.00ꞌW


	5
	24°43.32ꞌN
	82°52.00ꞌW

	6
	24°43.00ꞌN
	82°54.00ꞌW

	7
	24°39.00ꞌN
	82°58.00ꞌW

	8
	24°39.00ꞌN
	83°06.00ꞌW
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68B-6.003 Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary: Prohibited Activities in Specified State Waters.

(1) ECOLOGICAL RESERVE AND SANCTUARY PRESERVATION AREAS – The following activities are prohibited within the Western Sambos Ecological Reserve, Tortugas North Ecological Reserve, and the Cheeca Rocks, Eastern Dry Rocks, Hens and Chickens, Newfound Harbor Key, Rock Key, and Sand Key Sanctuary Preservation Areas, described in Rule 68B-6.002, F.A.C.:

(a) Possessing, moving, harvesting, removing, taking, damaging, disturbing, breaking, cutting, spearing, or otherwise injuring any coral, marine invertebrate, fish, bottom formation, algae, seagrass or other living or dead organism, including shells, or attempting any of these activities. However, fish, invertebrates, and marine plants may be possessed aboard a vessel in an Ecological Reserve or Sanctuary Preservation Area, provided such vessel is in continuous transit through such reserve or area and such resources are stowed in a cabin, locker, or similar storage area prior to entering and during transit through such reserve or area.

(b) Except as provided in subparagraphs 1. and 2., below, fishing by any means. However, gear capable of harvesting fish may be aboard a vessel in an Ecological Reserve or Sanctuary Preservation Area (other than Sand Key), provided such gear is not available for immediate use when entering and during transit through such Ecological Reserve or Sanctuary Preservation Area. The following fishing activities are allowed as indicated:

1. Catch and release fishing by trolling is allowed in the Sand Key Sanctuary Preservation Area.

2. The harvest of baitfish species (ballyhoo, balao, halfbeaks, or herring only) is allowed in the Sanctuary Preservation Areas specified in subsection 68B-6.002(2), F.A.C., subject to the following conditions:

a. No person shall engage in such harvest except pursuant to a valid permit issued for such purpose by the National Marine Sanctuary Division of the National Ocean Service on behalf of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.

b. In the Newfound Harbor Key Sanctuary Preservation Area, harvest pursuant to this subparagraph shall only be by means of a cast net with a stretched length (the distance from the horn at the center of the net, with the net gathered and pulled taut, to the lead line) no greater than 14 feet. In the Cheeca Rocks, Eastern Dry Rocks, Hens and Chickens, Rock Key, and Sand Key Sanctuary Preservation Areas, harvest pursuant to this subparagraph shall only be by means of a cast net or modified lampara net.

c. All bycatch (species other than ballyhoo, balao, halfbeaks, or herring) shall be returned to the water alive.

d. Contact with or disturbance of the seabed is prohibited.

e. Harvest of baitfish in the Sanctuary Preservation Areas specified herein by the use of any gear other than those specifically allowed in this subparagraph is prohibited.

(c) Touching living or dead coral, including but not limited to, standing on a living or dead coral formation.

(d) Except for passage without interruption through the area, for law enforcement purposes, or for purposes of monitoring pursuant to 15 C.F.R. §922.164(d)(2), violating a temporary access restriction imposed by the Director of the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration or designee pursuant to 15 C.F.R. §922.164(d)(2).

(2) EASTERN SAMBOS SPECIAL-USE AREA – The Eastern Sambos Special-use Area is a “research only area” set aside to provide for scientific research or education relating to protection and management, through the issuance of a National Marine Sanctuary General or Historical Resources Permit pursuant to 15 C.F.R. §922.166. Except as may be authorized pursuant to such a permit, within the Eastern Sambos Special-use Area descried in Rule 68B-6.002, F.A.C., the following activities are prohibited:

(a) Possessing, moving, harvesting, removing, taking, damaging, disturbing, breaking, cutting, spearing, or otherwise injuring any coral, marine invertebrate, fish, bottom formation, algae, seagrass or other living or dead organism, including shells, or attempting any of these activities.

(b) Fishing by any means.
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68B-6.004 Western Dry Rocks Seasonal Closure
(1) WESTERN DRY ROCKS – For purposes of the restrictions specified in subsection (2) below, Western Dry Rocks shall consist of all state waters located within the following geographic boundary coordinates:
	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	1
	24°26.217ꞌN
	81°57.007ꞌW

	2
	24°25.676ꞌN
	81°57.002ꞌW

	3
	24°25.686ꞌN
	81°55.489ꞌW

	4
	24°26.227ꞌN
	81°55.493ꞌW


(2) Fishing and possession of fish are prohibited within Western Dry Rocks, described in subsection (1), from April 1 through July 31. However, fish may be possessed aboard a vessel, provided such vessel is in continuous transit through Western Dry Rocks, fishing gear is appropriately stowed, and such resources are stowed in a cabin, locker, or similar storage area prior to entering and during transit through Western Dry Rocks. For the purpose of this subsection, appropriately stowed means hooks cannot be baited, and spear shafts shall not be inserted into any spearing device. All hook-and-line gear, spearing equipment, nets, and other harvesting equipment must be secured in a manner that makes their immediate use impracticable. This closure shall only remain in effect through March 31, 2028. However, the Commission shall review the closure prior to that date and determine whether repeal is appropriate or if the closure should be renewed or expanded.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 4-1-21.
