CHAPTER 68B-38

SHRIMPING AND TRAPPING: CLOSED AREAS AND SEASONS

68B-38.001 
Citrus-Hernando Shrimping and Trapping Closed Areas and Seasons

68B-38.002 
Southwest Florida Seasonal Shrimp Closures

68B-38.003 
Taylor County Shrimp Closure

68B-38.001 Citrus-Hernando Shrimping and Trapping Closed Areas and Seasons.

(1) For purposes of regulating shrimping and trapping in the state waters of Citrus and Hernando Counties, five zones are hereby established as described in subsection (2), and depicted on the following map:

[image: image1.emf]
(2) The zones established in subsection (1), are described as follows:

(a) ZONE I – Bounded by a continuous line connecting the following points expressed by latitude and longitude:
	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	A
	28°59.500' 
	82°50.410'

	B
	28°59.500' 
	83°00.166'

	C
	28°26.016' 
	82°59.783'

	D
	28°26.016' 
	82°56.900'

	T
	28°27.766' 
	82°55.150'

	E
	28°41.650' 
	82°55.416'

	F
	28°41.650' 
	82°56.150'

	G
	28°48.933' 
	82°56.316'

	H
	28°54.080' 
	82°51.100'

	I
	28°54.080' 
	82°47.500'

	W
	28°57.910'
	82°47.530

	X
	28°59.410'
	82°50.410


Thence northerly to Point A

(b) ZONE II – Bounded by a continuous line connecting the following points expressed by latitude and longitude:

	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	I
	28°54.080'
	82°47.500'

	H
	28°54.080'
	82°51.100'

	K
	28°50.983'
	82°54.266'

	L
	28°41.650'
	82°53.933'

	M
	28°41.650'
	82°45.100'

	J
	28°43.530'
	82°45.220'

	Z
	28°44.380'
	82°46.710'


Thence northerly to Point I

(c) ZONE III – Bounded by a continuous line connecting the following points expressed by latitude and longitude:

	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	P
	28°40.000' 
	82°53.133'

	Q
	28°40.000' 
	82°47.966'

	R
	28°35.233' 
	82°47.783'

	U
	28°30.850' 
	82°52.150'

	S
	28°30.850' 
	82°52.916'


Thence northerly to Point P

(d) ZONE IV – Bounded by a continuous line connecting the following points expressed by latitude and longitude:

	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	E
	28°41.650' 
	82°55.416'

	N
	28°41.650' 
	82°53.200'

	S
	28°30.850' 
	82°52.916'

	O
	28°30.850' 
	82°55.183'


Thence northerly to Point E

(e) ZONE V – Bounded by a continuous line connecting the following points expressed by latitude and longitude:

	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	F
	28°41.650' 
	82°56.150'

	G
	28°48.933' 
	82°56.316'

	K
	28°50.983' 
	82°54.266'

	L
	28°41.650' 
	82°53.933'


Thence west to Point F

(3) No person shall operate any trawl in the following zones during the time periods indicated:

(a) ZONES I and III – Beginning on October 5 of each year and continuing through May 20 of the following year.

(b) ZONE IV – Beginning on December 2 of each year and continuing through April 1 of the following year.

(c) ZONE V – Beginning on December 1 of each year and continuing through March 15 of the following year.

(4) No person shall fish with, set, or place any trap in the following zones during the time periods indicated:

(a) ZONE II – Beginning on October 5 of each year and continuing through May 20 of the following year.

(b) ZONE IV – Beginning on October 5 of each year and continuing through December 1 of the same year and beginning on April 2 of each year and continuing through May 20 of the same year.

(c) ZONE V – Beginning on October 5 of each year and continuing through November 30 of the same year and beginning on March 16 of each year and continuing through May 20 of the same year.

(5) This rule shall not be construed as allowing shrimping or trapping in areas or during times as may be otherwise prohibited by law or rule.

(6) “Trawl” means a net in the form of an elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various means and fished by being towed or dragged on the bottom.

(7) “Trapping” means deployment of any device for harvesting crabs, fish, or other animals, which device captures by entrapping such animals within its walls, including, but not limited to any trap authorized in Rule 68B-4.020, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-1-89, Amended 2-24-98, Formerly 46-38.001, Amended 7-1-03, 3-1-05.

68B-38.002 Southwest Florida Seasonal Shrimp Closures.

(1) From October 1 of each year and continuing through May 31 of the following year, no person shall operate any trawl, except a trawl used for live bait shrimp production pursuant to Rule 68B-31.008, F.A.C., within the following described area of state waters off the southwest coast of Florida:

Beginning with Bell Buoy No. 8 (Point H) in the Boca Grande ship channel; thence easterly to the northernmost extent of the Colregs Demarcation Line at the northern end of Cayo Costa; thence following the Colregs Demarcation Line southerly and easterly along the shorelines of and across the passes between Cayo Costa, North Captiva Island, Captiva Island, Sanibel Island, Estero Island, the unnamed island southwest of Black Island, Big Hickory Island, Little Hickory Island, and Wiggins Island to the point south of Wiggins Pass where the Colregs Demarcation Line meets 26°16.0' North Latitude; thence due west to Point Z, and following a continuous line from Point Z through points A, B, C, D, E, F and G; thence northwesterly to the point of beginning at Bell Buoy No. 8 (Point H). Points Z, A, B, C, D, E, F, and G are expressed as follows by latitude and longitude:

	
	North
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	Z
	26°16.00'
	81°58.50'

	A
	26°17.23' 
	81°55.55'

	B
	26°22.31' 
	81°59.00'

	C
	26°20.25' 
	82°04.39'

	D
	26°22.00' 
	82°10.79'

	E
	26°26.05' 
	82°15.55'

	F
	26°34.40' 
	82°18.90'

	G
	26°38.28' 
	82°16.92'


(2) The areas described in subsections (1) and (3), are depicted on the following map:
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(3) Beginning October 1 each year and continuing through May 31 of the following year, no person shall operate any trawl within state waters of the Gulf of Mexico east of a line drawn between the following described points:

	
	North 
	West

	Point
	Latitude
	Longitude

	Z
	26°16.0'
	81°58.5'

	Y
	26°00.0'
	82°04.0'

	X
	25°09.0'
	81°47.6'

	W
	24°54.5'
	81°50.5'

	V
	24°49.3'
	81°46.4'


U is the point where the line beginning at Point W extended through Point V intersects US Highway 1 just east of Boca Chica Key.

(4) “Trawl” means a net in the form of an elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various means and fished by being towed or dragged on the bottom.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-1-89, Amended 2-24-98, 11-16-98, 6-1-99, Formerly 46-38.002, Amended 3-1-05.

68B-38.003 Taylor County Shrimp Closure.

(1) The Marine Fisheries Commission has determined that the repeal of Chapter 83-112, Laws of Florida, a Taylor County special act, in conjunction with the adoption of the substantive portions of this rule, will not adversely affect the marine resources of Taylor County or of the State of Florida.

(2) Chapter 83-112, Laws of Florida, a rule of the Department of Natural Resources pursuant to section 2(5)(c) of Chapter 83-134, Laws of Florida, as amended by section 1 of Chapter 84-121, Laws of Florida, is hereby repealed.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4), no person shall operate any trawl within the following described area of state waters off Taylor County: 

Beginning at a point on the shoreline of the Gulf of Mexico north of Steinhatchee River Light 47 (29°40.267'N, 83°23.320'W); thence south to Steinhatchee River Light 47 (29°40.234'N, 83°23.320'W); thence westerly along the line of navigational buoys marking the north side of said channel to Steinhatchee River Light 1 marking the outer extent of said channel (29°39.388'N, 83°27.377'W); thence westerly to a point located at (29°40.045'N, 83°35.218'W); thence northwesterly to a point located at (29°53.253'N, 83°53.01'W); thence north-northwesterly to Gamble Point near the mouth of the Aucilla River (30°04.643'N, 83°59.373'W); thence southeasterly along the shoreline along the Gulf of Mexico to the point of beginning.

(4) A person operating as a live bait shrimp producer pursuant to Rule 68B-31.008, F.A.C., may operate a trawl or trawls within the area described in subsection (3), if each of the following conditions is met:

(a) The person is harvesting live bait shrimp using no more than two roller frame trawls.

(b) Neither the upper or lower horizontal beam on a roller frame trawl so used is greater than 15 feet in length.

(5) As used in this rule:

(a) “Roller frame trawl” means a trawl with all of the following features and specifications:

1. A rectangular rigid frame to keep the mouth of the trawl open while being towed.

2. The lower horizontal beam of the frame has rollers to allow the trawl to roll over the bottom and any obstructions while being towed.

3. The trawl opening is shielded by a grid of vertical bars spaced no more than 3 inches apart.

4. The trawl is towed by attaching a line or towing cable to a tongue located above or at the center of the upper horizontal beam of the frame.

5. The trawl has no doors attached to keep the mouth of trawl open.

(b) “Trawl” means a net in the form of an elongated bag with the mouth kept open by various means and fished by being towed or dragged on the bottom.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., Chapter 83-134, Laws of Fla., as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Fla. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., Chapter 83-134, Laws of Fla., as amended by Chapter 84-121, Laws of Fla. History–New 1-1-91, Formerly 46-38.003, Amended 8-5-01, 3-1-05, 4-13-17.
