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64B8-4.001 International Medical Graduates: Foreign Medical Degree; Definitions of.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.01, Amended 11-15-88, Formerly 21M-22.001, 61F6-22.001, 59R-4.001, Repealed 10-14-15.
64B8-4.002 Enforcement; Passage of Examination.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311, 458.313 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.10, Amended 2-16-86, Formerly 21M-22.010, 61F6-22.010, 59R-4.010, Amended 7-10-01, Repealed 7-7-14.
64B8-4.003 Preprofessional, Postsecondary Education.

The phrase “preprofessional, postsecondary education” as used in Section 458.311(1)(e), F.S., is interpreted as requiring that all the coursework must have been completed before the applicant entered medical school.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311(1)(e) FS. Law Implemented 458.311(1)(e) FS. History–New 11-4-93, Formerly 61F6-22.003, 59R-4.003.

64B8-4.004 Approved Residency or Fellowship; Definitions.

(1) An approved residency of at least one year constitutes a course of study and training in a single program for a period of not less than twelve calendar months by a person holding a degree as a medical doctor. The hospital and the program in which the medical doctor is participating must be accredited for the training and teaching of physicians by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC) or Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) and the medical doctor must be assigned to one of the allocated positions or slots approved by the ACGME, CFPC or RCPSC. Fellowship training or residency training in a non-slotted position shall be considered approved residency training only in the instance when the fellowship or residency training has been recognized and accepted for that applicant toward completion of requirements for specialty board certification by a specialty board listed by the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Board of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery.

(2) An approved residency or approved fellowship of at least two years in one specialty area constitutes two progressive years in a course of study and training as long as each year is accepted by the American Board of Medical Specialties in that specialty for a period of not less than twenty-four months by a person holding a degree as a medical doctor. The hospital and the program in which the medical doctor is participating must be accredited for the training and teaching of physicians by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC) or Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) and the medical doctor must be assigned to one of the allocated positions or slots approved by the ACGME, CFPC or RCPSC. Fellowship training or residence training in a non-slotted position shall be considered approved residency training only in the instance when the fellowship or residency training has been recognized and accepted for that applicant toward completion of requirements for specialty board certification by a specialty board listed by the American Board of Medical Specialties.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311(1)(f) FS. Law Implemented 458.311(1) FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 11-10-82, Formerly 21M-22.04, Amended 9-7-88, 11-30-92, Formerly 21M-22.004, 61F6-22.004, Amended 11-15-94, Formerly 59R-4.004, Amended 6-15-98, 10-1-98, 7-10-01, 9-16-03, 3-18-13.
64B8-4.008 Authorization for Release of Information.

Each applicant for licensure shall submit at the time of filing the application an executed authorization and release on a form supplied by the Department, requesting and directing the inspection and furnishing to the Department and Board, or any of its authorized representatives, of all relevant documents, records or other information pertaining to the applicant.
Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311, 458.313, 458.315, 458.317 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313, 458.315, 458.317 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Formerly 21M-22.08, 21M-22.008, 61F6-22.008, 59R-4.008, Amended 10-29-19.

64B8-4.009 Applications.

(1) All persons applying for licensure shall submit an application to the Department. The application shall be made on the applicable form set forth below, all of which are hereby adopted and incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the website at http://www.flhealthsource.gov/mqa-services. The application must be accompanied by the application fee.

(a) DH-MQA 1000, entitled “Medical Doctor Application for Licensure,” (12/20), available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12830, or http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html;

(b) DH-MQA 1008, entitled “Medical Doctor Application for Limited Licensure,” (12/20), available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12831, or http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html;

(c) DH-MQA 1009, entitled “Temporary Certificate for Medical Doctors to Practice in an Area of Critical Need,” (02/21), available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13217, or http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html;

(d) DH-MQA 1032, entitled “Application for Intern/Resident/Fellow or House Physician Initial or Renewal Registration,” (12/20), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12834;
(e) DH-MQA 1072, entitled “Application for Medical Faculty Certificate for Allopathic Physicians,” (12/20), available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12835, or http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html;

(f) DH-MQA 1079, entitled “Temporary Certificate for Visiting Physicians to Obtain Medical Privileges for Instruction Purposes in Conjunction with Certain Plastic Surgery, Medical or Surgical Training Programs and Educational Symposiums,” (10/2022), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14982.
(g) DH-MQA 5001, entitled “Rear Admiral LeRoy Collins, Jr., Medical Doctor Application for Temporary Certificate to Practice in an Area of Crital Need for Active Duty Military and Veterans,” (02/21), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13218.
(h) DH-MQA 5055, entitled “Application for Public Health Certificate,” (12/20), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12838.

(i) DH-MQA 5056, entitled “Application for Public Psychiatry Certificate,” (12/20), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12839.

(j) DH-MQA 5058, entitled “Temporary Certificate for Visiting Physicians in Cancer Centers,” (10/2022), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14983.

(2) An official verification of the applicant’s medical education from the medical school which comes directly from the medical school to the Board office, unless the applicant has had his or her medical credentials evaluated by the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG) and holds an active, valid certificate issued by the ECFMG.

(3) An applicant must submit examination score reports which come directly from the testing entity to the Board office.

Rulemaking Authority 456.013, 456.031, 456.033, 458.309, 458.311, 458.313, 458.3145, 458.3151, 458.345 FS. Law Implemented 456.013(1), (13), 456.0135, 456.031, 456.033, 456.039, 456.049, 456.50, 456.0635, 458.311, 458.3124, 458.313, 458.3137, 458.3145, 458.315, 458.3151, 458.316, 458.3165, 458.317, 458.320, 458.345, 766.314 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.09, Amended 9-7-88, 3-13-89, 1-1-92, 2-21-93, Formerly 21M-22.009, Amended 11-4-93, Formerly 61F6-22.009, Amended 11-15-94, 2-15-96, Formerly 59R-4.009, Amended 7-10-01, 1-31-02, 5-10-04, 5-20-04, 6-13-06, 12-26-06, 1-18-09, 3-17-09, 10-7-09, 1-7-10, 5-18-10, 2-28-12, 1-27-13, 8-5-13, 11-10-13, 1-9-14, 7-15-14, 9-10-14, 12-2-14, 3-17-15, 5-19-15, 9-28-15, 11-11-15, 8-14-16, 9-26-16, 2-6-17, 11-6-17, 2-26-18, 3-3-19, 9-23-20, 4-11-21, 7-13-21, 1-23-23.
64B8-4.010 Diplomas.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311, 458.313 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.10, Amended 2-16-86, Formerly 21M-22.010, 61F6-22.010, 59R-4.010, Amended 7-10-01, Repealed 7-7-14.
64B8-4.011 Resident Nationals of Cuba; Programs to Qualify for Examination.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.01, Amended 11-15-88, Formerly 21M-22.001, 61F6-22.001, 59R-4.001, Repealed 10-14-15.
64B8-4.012 Exemptions for Spouses of Members of the Armed Forces.

Any licensed physician who is a spouse of a person on active duty with the Armed Forces of the United States, who is absent from this state because of the spouse’s duties with the Armed Forces, and who, at the time the absence became necessary, was in good standing with the Board of Medicine, shall be exempt from biennial renewal of his license, payment of required fees hereunder, and performance of any other act on his part to be performed.

Rulemaking Authority 456.024, 458.309 FS. Law Implemented 456.024 FS. History–New 3-31-80, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.12, Amended 1-31-90, Formerly 21M-22.012, 61F6-22.012, Amended 5-29-97, Formerly 59R-4.012.

64B8-4.016 Endorsement Application Deadline.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.313 FS. Law Implemented 458.313 FS. History–New 11-10-82, Amended 12-4-85, Formerly 21M-22.16, 21M-22.016, 61F6-22.016, 59R-4.016, Repealed 5-7-12.
64B8-4.018 International Medical Graduates; Qualification Requirements.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311, 458.313(4) FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313(4) FS. History–New 11-28-84, Amended 3-13-85, Formerly 21M-22.18, Amended 5-18-86, Formerly 21M-22.018, 61F6-22.018, 59R-4.018, Repealed 7-7-14.
64B8-4.020 Western Hemisphere Exile Requirements.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311 FS. Law Implemented 458.311 FS. History–New 12-4-86, Amended 2-27-90, 1-1-92, 2-21-93, 7-12-93, Formerly 21M-22.020, Amended 11-16-93, Formerly 61F6-22.020, Amended 5-21-96, Formerly 59R-4.020, Repealed 10-12-99.
64B8-4.021 Licensure by Examination: Time for Completion of Internship or Five Years’ Licensed Practice.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.311 FS. Law Implemented 458.311 FS. History–New 11-3-87, Formerly 21M-22.021, 61F6-22.021, 59R-4.021, Repealed 10-12-99.
64B8-4.022 Licensure Denial.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.310, 458.311, 458.3115, 458.3124, 458.313, 458.3135, 458.3145, 458.315, 458.316, 458.3165, 458.317 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313, 458.311 FS. History–New 11-4-93, Formerly 61F6-22.022, 59R-4.022, Repealed 10-29-03.
64B8-4.024 Restricted Licenses for Areas of Critical Need.

Areas of critical need, as that term is used in Section 458.310, F.S., are state mental institutions, the Department of Corrections, all governmental correctional and detention facilities, and health manpower shortages areas established by the United States Department of Health and Human Services.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.310 FS. Law Implemented 458.310 FS. History–New 11-4-93, Formerly 61F6-22.024, 59R-4.024, Amended 4-9-08, 12-9-15.
64B8-4.025 Licensure Under Supervision.
Unless otherwise approved by the Board or its designee, or addressed by Board Order, the following are provisions applicable to Orders rendered by the Board when an applicant is certified for licensure but said licensure is restricted or conditioned in such a manner as to require a period of practice under supervision of another licensee approved by the Board.
(1) The applicant’s license shall not be issued until a supervisor is approved by the Board or its designee. However, unless provided otherwise in the Board’s Order, the person who is certified for licensure must have a supervisor approved within 12 months of the date the Board certifies the applicant for licensure. If the person certified for licensure does not obtain an approved supervisor within that 12 month period, the certification for licensure expires and the person must reapply for licensure.

(2) Required Supervision.

(a) Direct Supervision. If an applicant is required to work under the direct supervision of another physician, “direct supervision” shall require the physical presence of the supervising physician in the building so that the supervising physician is immediately available when needed.
(b) Indirect Supervision. If an applicant is required to work under the indirect supervision of another physician, “indirect supervision” shall mean the responsible supervision of the licensee by a supervising physician, approved by the Board, which supervision shall not require the physical presence of the supervising physician when procedures are performed, but shall require the supervisor to be reasonably available, so as to be physically present to provide consultation or direction in a timely fashion as required for appropriate care of the patient. The supervisor shall practice within a reasonable geographic proximity to the applicant, which shall be within 20 miles.
(c) Immediate Supervision. If an applicant is required to work under the immediate supervision of another physician, Respondent shall not perform designated procedures unless under the immediate supervision of a board-certified physician fully licensed under Chapter 458, F.S., who has been approved by the Probationer’s Committee. The physician providing immediate supervision shall be physically located in the same room with the applicant where the designated procedure is performed.
(d) If the terms of the Order include indirect or direct supervision of the applicant’s practice, the applicant shall not practice medicine without an approved supervisor. If the terms of the Order include immediate supervision, the applicant shall not perform designated procedures unless under the immediate supervision of an approved supervisor.
(e) The applicant shall furnish to the proposed supervisor a copy of the Board’s order requiring supervision and any other relevant orders.
(f) The applicant shall submit to the Board his or her proposed practice plan and designation of an area of practice. The applicant also shall submit to the Board the name, curriculum vitae, and a letter from the proposed supervisor stating that he or she:
1. Is willing to serve as a supervisor,
2. Has received a copy of the Board’s order requiring supervision,
3. Is aware of his or her duties and responsibilities as a supervisor,
4. Discloses any conflicts of interests,
5. Specifies distance to the applicant’s practice location; and,

6. Agrees to appear before the Board if required to do so.
(g) The supervisor must be licensed under Chapter 458, F.S., in good standing, in active status, without restriction or limitation on his or her license, must be qualified by training and experience, and must not have any conflicts of interest that would prohibit him or her from impartially performing his or her duties as a monitor. The supervisor shall be board-certified in the applicant’s specialty area. Specific grounds for rejecting a proposed supervisor by the Board or its designee shall include but are not limited to the following:
1. The proposed supervisor has previously been subject to disciplinary action against his or her medical license in this or any other jurisdiction,
2. The proposed supervisor is currently under investigation, or is the subject of a pending disciplinary action,
3. The proposed supervisor is not actively engaged in the same or similar specialty area,
4. If under indirect supervision, the proposed supervisor is not practicing within a distance of no more than 20 miles from the applicant’s practice location. If under direct supervision, the proposed supervisor is not practicing on the premises.
(h) Failure to complete the supervision in the required time period may result in an additional required appearance before the Credentials Committee and may result in extending the time to complete the required supervision.

(3) Approval. The Board confers authority on the Chair of the Credentials Committee to temporarily approve an applicant’s supervisor, practice plans, and designation of an area of practice. To obtain this temporary approval, applicant shall submit to the Board the information required in paragraph (2)(e). Absent said approval, applicant shall not practice medicine or perform designated procedures until a supervising physician is approved. Temporary approval shall only remain in effect until the next meeting of the Board. Final approval is to be made by the Board.

(4) Change in Supervisor. In the event that applicant’s supervisor is unable or unwilling to fulfill his or her responsibilities as a supervisor, the applicant shall advise the Board of this fact within 24 hours of becoming aware of the situation. Applicant shall submit to the Board the name of a temporary supervisor for consideration. Applicant shall not practice medicine or perform designated procedures pending approval of this temporary supervisor by the Chair of the Credentials Committee. Temporary approval shall only remain in effect until the next meeting of the Board. Final approval is to be made by the Board.
(5) Reports. Prior to termination of the supervisory period, supervision reports, in affidavit format, shall be submitted by the applicant and the supervisor and shall contain the information set forth below:

(a) A report submitted by the applicant shall contain a brief statement of why the applicant is being supervised; the applicant’s practice location; description of current practice (type and composition); compliance with supervisory terms; description of relationship with supervising physician; and advising of any problems.

(b) A report submitted by the supervising physician shall contain a brief statement of why the applicant is being supervised; description of applicant’s practice; applicant’s compliance with terms of supervision; applicant’s relationship with supervisor; and details of any problems which may have arisen with applicant.

(6) Tolling Provisions. After the period of supervision begins, in the event that the applicant leaves the State of Florida for a period of 30 days or more or otherwise does not or may not engage in the active practice of medicine in the State of Florida, then the time period and provisions regarding supervision and required reports shall be tolled and shall remain in a tolled status until applicant returns to the active practice of medicine in the State of Florida. Applicant shall notify the Board 10 days prior to his or her return to practice in the State of Florida.

(7) Supervisors must serve as volunteers without compensation, but in instances where an applicant is unable to find a volunteer supervisor, the applicant, with the approval of the Board, may contract with a third party entity that provides supervisors for a fee.
(8) This rule shall be reviewed, and if necessary, repealed, modified, or renewed through the rulemaking process five years from the effective date.
Rulemaking Authority 458.309 FS. Law Implemented 458.311, 458.313, 458.3145, 458.315, 458.317 FS. History–New 9-21-93, Formerly 61F6-22.025, 59R-4.025, Amended 3-12-08, 7-1-13, 9-26-16, 5-7-18, 3-31-24.
64B8-4.026 Restricted Licensure; Restrictions on Practice.

A physician who is licensed pursuant to Section 458.3115, F.S., must practice the first year only under direct supervision of one physician, approved by the board, who has an active valid, unencumbered, Florida license. Although change from one physician to another is permitted, the licensee must, prior to termination of the period of restricted practice, submit to the Board a signed statement from each physician who acted as a direct supervisor verifying the time during which said supervision occurred. For the purpose of interpreting the restricted practice requirement the physician must activate the restricted license and begin supervised practice within 12 months of the date of certification by the Board and must successfully complete one year of practice under direct supervision within 18 months of the date of activation of the restricted license.

(1) The term “direct supervision,” as used in Section 458.3115, F.S., shall require the physical presence of the supervising physician on the premises so that the supervising physician is immediately available when needed. Candidates practicing for the first year under direct supervision must practice at least 30 hours per week in this setting during the year in order to complete the one year practice requirement.

(2) During the second year, the term “indirect supervision” shall mean the responsible supervision of the licensee by a supervising physician, approved by the board, which supervision shall not require the physical presence of the supervising physician when procedures are performed, but shall require the supervisor to be reasonably available, so as to be physically present to provide consultation or direction in a timely fashion as required for appropriate care of the patient.

(3) The proposed supervisor, practice plans, and designation of an area of practice shall be reviewed by the Credentials Committee which shall make recommendations to the Board.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.3115(2)(b), (c), (4) FS. Law Implemented 458.3115 FS. History–New 8-18-98, Amended 7-1-99.

64B8-4.027 Restricted License for Certain Experienced Foreign-Trained Physicians; Restriction on Practice.

(1) A physician who is licensed pursuant to Section 458.3124, F.S., must practice the first year only under direct supervision of one physician, approved by the board, who has an active valid, unencumbered, Florida license. Although change from one physician to another is permitted, the licensee must, prior to termination of the period of restricted practice, submit to the Board a signed statement from each physician who acted as a direct supervisor verifying the time during which said supervision occurred. For the purpose of interpreting the restricted practice requirement the physician must activate the restricted license and begin supervised practice within 12 months of the date of certification by the Board and must successfully complete one year of practice under direct supervision within 18 months of the date of activation of the restricted license.

(a) The term “direct supervision,” as used in Section 458.3124, F.S., shall require the physical presence of the supervising physician on the premises so that the supervising physician is immediately available when needed. Candidates practicing for the first year under direct supervision must practice at least 30 hours per week in this setting during the year in order to complete the one year practice requirement.

(b) During the second year the term “indirect supervision” shall mean the responsible supervision of the licensee by a supervising physician, approved by the board, which supervision shall not require the physical presence of the supervising physician when procedures are performed, but shall require the supervisor to be reasonably available, so as to be physically present to provide consultation or direction of the licensee that serves indigent populations, such as Section 501(c)(3), F.S., agencies, public health units, prisons, or other organizations approved by the board in a timely fashion as required for appropriate care of the patient.

(c) The proposed supervisor, practice plans, and designation of an area of practice shall be reviewed by the Credentials Committee which shall make recommendations to the Board.

(2) Passage of steps I and II of the United States Medical Licensure Exam shall require a passing score of no less than 75 within the time frame set forth in Section 458.3124(3), F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.3124(6) FS. Law Implemented 458.3124 FS. History–New 8-18-98, Amended 11-11-15.
64B8-4.028 Temporary Certificate for Visiting Physician to Practice in Approved Cancer Center.

(1) The qualifications necessary for a facility to be an “approved cancer center,” pursuant to Section 458.3135, F.S., shall be that the facility is licensed under Chapter 395, F.S., has met the standards to be a National Cancer Institute-designated cancer center, and has submitted documentation to the Board that those requirements have been met.

(2) The term “direct supervision” as used in Section 458.3135, F.S., shall require the physical presence of the supervising physician on the premises so that the supervising physician is immediately available when needed.

Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 458.3135(9) FS. Law Implemented 458.3135 FS. History–New 1-31-01.

64B8-4.029 Registration as a Dispensing Physician; Delegation of Dispensing to Prescribing Physician Assistants.
A physician may dispense drugs to his or her patient in the regular course of his or her practice provided that the physician is registered as a dispensing physician with the Board of Medicine. In order to register as a dispensing physician, the physician must:

(1) Submit application to the Board on form DH-MQA 1070, entitled “Medical Doctor Dispensing Registration,” (8/20), which is hereby incorporated by reference and available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12376, or the Board of Medicine’s website at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/medical/me_applicant.html;

(2) Comply with the provisions of Section 465.0276, F.S., regarding dispensing physicians; and,
(3) Pay the registration fee as set forth in Rule 64B8-3.006, F.A.C.
(4) Pursuant to Section 458.347(4)(e), F.S., a dispensing physician who supervises a Florida-licensed prescribing physician assistant has the authority to delegate to the prescribing physician assistant the dispensing of any medication used in the supervising physician’s practice unless such medication is listed in the formulary set forth in Rule 64B8-30.008, F.A.C. The delegation of dispensing to the prescribing physician assistant must be documented with the Board of Medicine by completing form DH-MQA 1240, entitled “Physician Assistant Dispensing Notification,” (8/21), which is hereby incorporated by reference and available from http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-13894 or the Board of Medicine’s website at https://flboard_of_medical.gov/forms/pa-disp-form.pdf. No fee is required for the delegation of dispensing to physician assistants.
Rulemaking Authority 458.309, 465.0276 FS. Law Implemented 465.0276, 458.347(4)(e) FS. History–New 3-24-10, Amended 12-6-10, 12-27-11, 10-29-19, 11-16-20, 12-7-21.
