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64B24-4.001 Definitions.

(1) “Clinical expertise” means demonstrated proficiency in a specialized area of direct patient care.

(2) “Clinical learning experience” means faculty planned and supervised instruction of students during which students function in a midwifery capacity with patients.

(3) “Credit hour” means one hour of credit representing 15 hours of classroom teaching or 30 hours of clinical learned experience.

(4) “Facility” means any establishment or institution in which students in an approved program obtain clinical learning or observational experiences.

(5) “Faculty” means the teaching staff in an educational institution who are qualified by education and experience in the areas which they teach.

(6) “Observational experience” means learning experience planned and directed by program faculty during which students do not function in a midwife capacity.

(7) “Supervision” means the physical presence within the patient care unit of a preceptor as defined in Section 467.003(12), F.S., or faculty member, who assumes clinical responsibility for the practice of the student midwife being supervised, and who provides direction and consultation for the actions of such student midwife in the preceptor’s or faculty member’s area of clinical expertise.

(8) “Three year training program” means not less than 90 credit hours.

(9) “Two year reduced training program” means not less than 60 credit hours.

(10) “Four month pre-licensure course” means an approved program of not less than 15 credit hours which meets the requirements of these rules.

(11) “Approved program” means a midwifery school or a midwifery training program which is approved by the department pursuant to Section 467.205, F.S.

Rulemaking Authority 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.001, Amended 7-25-96, Formerly 59DD-4.001, Amended 10-11-04, 4-26-16.

64B24-4.002 Approval of Training Program.

(1) Provisional approval for a term not to exceed five years shall be granted by the department to an organization to initiate a midwifery training program when it has presented documentation satisfactory to the department that it meets the accreditation requirements of Chapter 467, F.S., and the requirements for faculty, curriculum, clinical training and administration as set forth in these rules.
(2) Training programs which have been granted provisional approval may be granted full approval upon demonstration to the department they are in compliance with established standards of the department, and at least 80 percent of the first graduating class who took the licensing examination achieved a passing score.

(3) A training program may be placed on probationary status if at any time the department determines that the program falls below established standards, or fewer than 80 percent of the midwifery students in the most recent graduating class who took the licensing examination achieved a passing score. Probationary status shall be on an individual basis for a specified period of time not to exceed 12 months.

(4) The department shall rescind approval of any training program which fails to meet standards established in Chapter 467, F.S., or these rules, or fails to make satisfactory progress for corrections of deficiencies within the probationary period.

(5) The department shall, at least once every three (3) years, audit the program to determine compliance with Chapter 467, F.S., and these rules.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.002, 59DD-4.002,  Amended 10-11-04, 4-26-16.

64B24-4.003 Acceptance into Training Program.

To be accepted into a department approved midwifery training program, the program shall evidence that the applicant has taken and received a passing grade in three college level credits each of math and English, or can demonstrate competencies in communication and computation by passing the College Level Equivalent Proficiency (CLEP) test in communication and computation.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.009(3), 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.003, 59DD-4.003, Amended 4-26-16.

64B24-4.005 Faculty.
The faculty of each approved midwifery training program shall be comprised of, at a minimum, a licensed midwife who is actively teaching, and either a certified nurse midwife, or a board certified physician licensed under Chapter 458 or 459, F.S., who has actively practiced obstetrics within the last 4 years.
Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.005, 59DD-4.005, Amended 4-26-16.
64B24-4.006 Curriculum Guidelines and Educational Objectives.

(1) The curriculum shall be an organized pattern of classroom instruction and clinical training consistent with principles of learning and educational practices which reflects the stated philosophy and objectives of the training program.

(2) Standards for midwifery programs shall include: the core competencies established by the American College of Nurse Midwives, “Core Competencies for Basic Midwifery Practice” (effective 12/2012), and the Midwives Alliance of North America, “The Midwives Alliance Core Competencies” (effective 12/2014), incorporated herein by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06686, and http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06687, respectively; and a component on the law and rules which govern the practice of midwifery in Florida.

(3) The administration and faculty of the training program shall formulate and adopt educational objectives that ensure curriculum guideline requirements will be met.

(4) Training program objectives shall identify competencies expected of graduates from the program and serve as the basis of program development. Course objectives shall state expected behavioral outcomes of the student, serve as the basis for course development and student evaluation, and evidence direct relationship to training program objectives.

(5) All training program objectives shall be reviewed annually by the administration, faculty and students and revised if necessary.

Rulemaking Authority 467.005, 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.009, 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.006, 59DD-4.006, Amended 9-10-02, 10-11-04, 4-26-16.

64B24-4.007 Clinical Training.

(1) Clinical learning experiences shall be planned and assigned to be sequential to, or simultaneous with classroom instruction.

(2) Clinical learning experiences shall include a variety of clinical settings and facilities within the State of Florida such as homes, birth centers, clinics, offices and hospitals.
(3) Clinical experiences shall be conducted under the direct supervision of a preceptor. No preceptor shall be assigned more than two students during any clinical experience.

(4) It shall be the responsibility of the program to obtain and maintain current contractual agreements with each facility utilized for clinical training to insure provision of the appropriate clinical experience necessary to fulfill the requirements of this chapter.

(5) The student midwife shall undertake the care of 50 women in each of the antepartal, intrapartal and postpartal periods, but the same women need not be seen through all 3 periods. The intrapartum period includes labor, birth, and the immediate postpartum. No more than five percent (5%) of the required intrapartal managements shall include transfers in active labor.

(6) The student midwife shall undertake the neonatal examination of 50 newborns.

(7) The student midwife shall observe an additional 25 women in the intrapartal period.

(8) Each student midwife shall have a designated program faculty member available for periodic consultation during preceptorship.
(9) The student shall perform 5 vaginal sutures.
Rulemaking Authority 467.005, 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.007, 59DD-4.007, Amended 9-10-02, 10-11-04, 4-26-16.

64B24-4.008 Administrative Procedures.

(1) The midwifery school shall specify the lines of authority in the organizational structure governing the program, define its placement within the institution where the training program is conducted, and demonstrate:

(a) Duties and responsibilities of the director of the program;

(b) Admission, promotion, and retention policies for students;

(c) Fiscal accountability for the effective operation of the training program;

(d) Provisions for classroom space, laboratories, equipment, library, office space for instructors and administrators;

(e) Library holdings which shall consist of current professional journals and other appropriate holdings as determined by the midwifery school;

(f) Education materials which shall include a variety of current teaching aids for both group and self instructional use; and,
(g) An organized system of record making and record keeping which includes, but is not limited to, information on students, faculty, preceptors, and facilities relative to classroom instruction and clinical training.

(2) Upon request of a student or a graduate, the program shall furnish a copy of the student’s final record to the department.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5), 467.205(2) FS. Law Implemented 467.205 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.008, 59DD-4.008, Amended 4-26-16.

64B24-4.010 Four-month Pre-licensure Course.

(1) Four month pre-licensure programs must be approved by the department and shall include, at a minimum:

(a) Content review and demonstration of proficiency in the core competencies established by the American College of Nurse Midwives and the Midwives Alliance of North America;

(b) A Florida Laws and Rules Component;

(c) Provisions for five supervised labor and deliveries and ten supervised prenatal visits by each course participant.

(2) Upon completion, the applicant shall provide the department an official transcript sent directly from the approved program which shall include course titles, grades received, dates of attendance and date of completion.

Rulemaking Authority 456.004(5) FS. Law Implemented 467.0125 FS. History–New 1-26-94, Formerly 61E8-4.010, 59DD-4.010, Amended 10-11-04, 4-26-16.
