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62-704.400 Procedure for the Preliminary Examination of Resource Recovery Equipment.

When tax may become or has become due pursuant to Chapter 212, F.S., on equipment that may be resource recovery equipment, and such equipment is not available for inspection by the Department, the prospective purchaser or purchaser of such equipment may apply to the Department for a preliminary examination report based on a review of plans, specifications, equipment lists, and other descriptions in the application. The preliminary examination report of proposed resource recovery equipment may be considered by the Department of Revenue as a prerequisite for delay of tax due on such equipment as indicated in rules promulgated by the Department of Revenue. The Department shall use the following procedure when preliminarily examining resource recovery equipment:

(1) Application for preliminary examination of resource recovery equipment shall be submitted to the Department on Form 62-701.900(9), Application for Preliminary Examination, Final Examination and Certification of Resource Recovery Equipment, effective date 11-15-09, hereby adopted and incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from a local District Office or by writing to the Department of Environmental Protection, Solid Waste Section, MS 4565, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400. All supporting documentation shall be submitted with the application. The application shall include the following information:

(a) Identity of the applicant and facility;

(b) Identity of the county or municipality that will eventually own or exclusively benefit from the resource recovery equipment;

(c) A list and brief description of resource recovery equipment and the estimated cost thereof that the applicant declares is subject to this exemption;

(d) Plans or other descriptions of the resource recovery facility or project for which the resource recovery equipment is to be used. The application will not be complete until these plans or descriptions are of sufficient detail to indicate how the proposed resource recovery equipment is to be integrated into this facility or project; and,
(e) A description of the resource recovery process and how the resource recovery equipment is integrated into the process.

(2) An application for preliminary examination of resource recovery equipment that includes only recycling equipment may include equipment appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C.

(a) For equipment appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C., certification by the purchaser that the equipment meets the criteria in Rule 62-704.420, F.A.C., shall be included in the application.

(b) For equipment not appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C., or for listed equipment that has auxiliary equipment also being certified as recycling equipment, certification by a Professional Engineer that the equipment meets the requirements in Rule 62-704.420, F.A.C., shall be included in the application.

(3) To provide the certification required in this subsection for preliminary examination of resource recovery equipment that is recycling equipment, a Professional Engineer shall examine the plans, drawings, and descriptions of the facility and process, and the attached equipment list. The Professional Engineer shall certify that the equipment is:

(a) Integral to the recycling process; and,
(b) Owned and operated by or exclusively on behalf of a unit of local government.

(4) The Department shall issue a written report specifying which equipment on the application may be resource recovery equipment. This report shall be issued within 30 days of receipt of a properly completed application. Copies of the preliminary examination report shall be sent to the applicant and the Department of Revenue.

(5) The results of the preliminary examination shall not preclude granting or denying certification following final examination for the same equipment pursuant to Rule 62-704.410, F.A.C. A preliminary examination is not required to obtain certification.
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62-704.410 Procedure for the Final Examination and Certification of Resource Recovery Equipment.

Final examination and certification of resource recovery equipment shall be a requirement for sales tax exemptions as indicated in Section 212.08(7)(q), F.S. The Department shall use the following procedure in granting or denying certification of resource recovery equipment:

(1) After the equipment is installed, an application for final examination and certification of resource recovery equipment shall be submitted to the Department on Form 62-701.900(9). The application shall include the information required for preliminary examination in subsection 62-704.400(1), F.A.C., and the Department shall request additional information if required for proper completion of the application. If the applicant has previously submitted the required information on a preliminary examination application form, then an updated copy of that preliminary examination application form shall satisfy this requirement.

(2) An application for final examination and certification of resource recovery equipment that includes only recycling equipment may or may not include equipment appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C.

(a) For equipment appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C., the purchaser shall include with the application a certification that:

1. The equipment meets the criteria in Rule 62-704.420, F.A.C.; and,
2. The listed equipment is installed and operational.

(b) For equipment not appearing on the list in Rule 62-704.600, F.A.C., or for listed equipment that has auxiliary equipment also being certified as recycling equipment, the application shall include a certification by a Professional Engineer that:

1. The equipment meets the criteria in Rule 62-704.420, F.A.C.; and,
2. The equipment is installed and operational.

(c) If the applicant has previously submitted the required information on a preliminary examination application form, then an updated copy of that preliminary examination application form shall satisfy this requirement.

(3) To provide the certification required in this subsection for final examination and certification of resource recovery equipment, that is recycling equipment, a Professional Engineer shall examine the plans, drawings, and descriptions of the facility and process and the attached equipment list. The Professional Engineer shall inspect the installed equipment. The Professional Engineer shall certify that the equipment is:

(a) Integral to the recycling process;

(b) Owned and operated by or on behalf of a unit of local government; and,
(c) Installed and operational.

(4) When the proposed resource recovery equipment is installed, a representative of the Department shall inspect the equipment within thirty (30) days of receipt of a properly completed application. However, the Department shall accept certification of equipment and installation specified in subsection (2), of this rule, in lieu of inspecting such recycling equipment when the Department finds that such certification is sufficient to determine that the recycling equipment meets the criteria of this rule.

(5) Within thirty (30) days of such inspection or receipt of a complete and sufficient certification of equipment and installation as specified in subsection (2), of this rule, the Department shall issue a written decision granting or denying certification. A copy of the certification shall be sent to the Department of Revenue and the Applicant.
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62-704.420 Criteria for Preliminary Examination and Certification of Resource Recovery Equipment.

The Department shall use the following criteria when determining whether equipment shall be certified as resource recovery equipment.

(1) Resource recovery equipment includes all equipment or machinery exclusively and integrally used in the actual process of recovering material or energy resources from solid waste. Resource recovery equipment does not include:

(a) An article of equipment being used for purposes other than resource recovery, even though such equipment is also used in the resource recovery process.

(b) Land or buildings. A building includes the walls, roof, ceiling, floor, and all other necessary supporting structures to enclose an area. However, extraordinary foundations and structural members used exclusively for the support of resource recovery equipment shall be considered resource recovery equipment. Buildings or structures that are integral to the process shall be considered resource recovery equipment if they:

1. Function as pollution control equipment as required by any Federal or State regulations, or

2. Are used for storage of waste or processed material in lieu of the use of storage equipment such as tanks, silos, or bins.

(c) Equipment used to transport materials or energy resources recovered from solid waste from the site where the recovery process takes place.

Energy resources recovered from solid wastes may include refuse-derived fuel, gas or liquid fuel derived from solid waste, heat or steam derived from solid waste or electricity derived from solid waste.

(2) Resource recovery equipment shall be unit that by itself provides a significant function in the resource recovery process. Examples of such equipment include conveyors, pumps, and fans. The Department shall not certify spare parts or maintenance items of resource recovery or recycling equipment such as nuts, bolts, and drive belts.

(3) Resource recovery equipment may include fixed pieces of equipment exclusively and integrally used in the actual process of recovering material or energy resources from solid waste. Examples of such equipment include bridge cranes and fixed storage bins.

(4) Resource recovery equipment need not be specifically designed for the resource recovery or recycling process.
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62-704.600 Recycling Equipment List.

Recycling equipment that appears on the list below is considered to be recycling equipment and shall be certified by the Department as recycling equipment if other requirements for equipment eligibility, pursuant to Rule 62-704.420, F.A.C., are satisfied.

(1) Preparation equipment which is used for reducing the size of recyclable materials for further processing:

(a) Baling presses and tying equipment;

(b) Crushers, flatteners and densifiers;

(c) Cutters and shears;

(d) Granulators;

(e) Roll splitters, or

(f) Shredders, flail mills, and hammer mills.

(2) Separation equipment or machinery that is used for removing contaminants from recyclable materials:

(a) Air classifiers;

(b) Trommels and screens;

(c) Heavy media separators;

(d) Magnetic separators, or

(e) Glass beneficiation equipment.

(3) Materials handling equipment that is exclusively used to move recyclable materials to or from other recycling equipment within the recycling facility or plant site:

(a) Cranes equipped with electromagnets or grapples;

(b) Conveyor belts;

(c) Skid steer loaders, or

(d) Front end loaders.

(4) Materials handling equipment that is used exclusively to transfer or transport recyclable materials from the point of generation to the recycling facility:

(a) Trucks delivered with specially designed recycling bodies;

(b) Carts specially designed to store recyclables prior to transfer to a recyclable collection vehicle; and,
(c) Bins specially designed to store recyclables prior to transfer to a recyclable collection vehicle.
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